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PRrESIDENT’S COLUMN

Great meeting this month, weather was
good and many members rode. It’s always
good to get together and see what everyone
else is riding, what modification they have
made and how they like their bikes.
Almost as much fun as riding (just
kidding).

Mark your calendar for the banquet (3
Sat. in January) and remember that there
is no meeting in December. Speaking of
December, as the bike spends more time in
the garage and less on the road, think
about what you “need:” i.e., more maps,
new riding suit, new helmet, other fine
farkles, ETC. And what you what to do
this winter; work on bike, plan next year’s
rides etc,

Two other things to keep in mind; the
mileage contest which ends on the last day
of December and the International Bike
show coming up in Cleveland, Watch the
forum for dates.

That’s it for this month,

Rioe HarD AND RiDE sAFE,

Sean

BANQUET
COMING
JANUARY 18,
REGISTER

NOW!

See p. 9 for the Regis-
tration Form.
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BoARD OF DIRECTORS
2013

President — Sean Barrett
724-941-1543
nancyandsean@comcast.net

Vice President — Diane Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer —John Humphrey
412-897-1903
humphreyjohnj@gmail.com

Corres. Sec’y — Joyce Elk
724-935-2062
jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y — Tim Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net

Director — Jeff Harlich
jharlich@comcast.net

Director — Ralph Meyer
meyer@zoominternet.net

No MEETING IN DECEM-
BER!

Happy Holidays, All,
and many joyous
sMiles in the New

Year!
C’yall at the Banquet!
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PuBLicATION INFO MEETING SCHEDULE
The Four Winds BMW Riders 2013
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and pic- Mark the dates on your calen-
tures’ copyrights are held by dars, but remember...
their authors. Author’s permis- All meeting sites are tentative.
sion should be obtained before Please check the web site and
any form of republication. newsletter for changes and
Editor: Ralph Meyer updates.
Deadline: Articles submitted must December, 2013 — NO club
be received by the editor no meeting!
later in December than 6:00 January 18, 2014 — Annual Club
PM on the Tuesday BEFORE Banquet, 6:00-11 PM, at
the normal club meeting time Peter’s Place, 1199 Washing- ONGOING EVENTS
of the month preceding the ton Pike, Bridgeville, PA
month of publ_ication'(e.g., 15017. Tel: 412-221-5000. Breakfast Rides. et al.:
2Dle_ C:]a’\rllo?s,-s'\::edt:ar;%I?:;?'TE:SCI These rides are free-form. Those
Déc 17.th) Articles/lnf.o rec’a N 4 attending decide what they
aftelr deaaline o in next want to do and where, if any-
month’s newslette? p N where, they want to ride. Ifyou
Submission information' just want to show up in the car
E-mail submissions: Send as at- 2013-2014 SHACKS and have b_reakfast,wn_h fellow
I ) motorcyclists, that’s fine too.
tachments with “4 Winds News- Keep an eye out on the web site all
letter Article” in the e-mail ou lady and gentleman wrenchers
‘Subject” line to: an att)e,ndeeg out there, for any Cowme! Eatl CHaT! Ripe!
<meyer@zoominternet.net> Shack locations and dates to help
Articles on Disk Media mail to: keep us smiling through the win- Ride Schedule — December:
Ralph Meyer, Editor ter, and keep ‘em rolling! Sun, Dec 1 — North at King’s
4 Winds Newsletter Family Restaurant, 1-79 & Rt
6056 Meadow Lane \S J) 910/VIP Drive, 10:00 AM
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720 Sat, Dec 14 — West at Bob Evans,
Submission formats: Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
Avrticles: Send as plain text with e = 9:00 AM
headings and hdg depth defined, Sun, Dec 22 — South at Eagles
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS Landing, Rostraver Airport,
Word) format. Save trees: avoid Rte 51, 10:00 AM
paper if you can. Sat, Dec 28 — East at Dick’s, Rt
Pictures and graphics: Submit in 22 Westbound Side,
JPEG or TIFF format with Monroeville, 9:00 AM
clearly marked locations in the If you’re going to a breakfast
article. ride. you might want to no-
Long articles may be split between tify others: It’s not necessary,
issues. but it’d be nice to let others
National Club Affiliations: Four know you're going to a particu-
Winds BMW Riders is char- lar Breakfast Ride bY putting
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA a notice on the 4’1-W|nds Site
and chartered club #76 of the I\/I_essage_ Boar(_j S Breakfa1st
BMWRA Ride section saying so. 'I_'hat Il
help save a rider from discov-
Newsletters in color PDF format ering too late that no one else
are at the Four Winds Site, (q N is going that day. The Break-
www.4windsbmw.org . Down- Harpry WINTER SOLSTICE fast Ride’s URL is: http:/
load a free Adobe PDF reader CELEBRATION! \tI)VWVl\i-;lWint:jsbmW.orq/forum/
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe reakfast-rides . Be sure to
R)(leader’ ‘ button at MERRY CHRISTMAS! erase your post after the ride if
www.adobe.com and following Harpy CHANUKAH! you can so the board doesn’t
the directions thereafter pro- Harry KwaNzAA! get cluttered.
vided. AND A Harpy NEw YEAR!
A\ A\ z/




Four Winds BMW Riders
November 16, 2013 Meeting Minutes

Location: Sharp Edge Beer Creekhouse, Pittsburgh (west)
Board Attendance: Sean Barrett, Ralph Meyer, John Humphrey, Tim and Diane Pears, Jeff Harlich

The meeting was called to order by President Sean Barrett at 1:00 pm with 26 people present, most of whom
rode on a balmy sunny November day.

Treasurer’s Report: Given by John Humphrey.
Dues Increase: A motion was made by Vince Giannetti and seconded by Holly Marcheck to increase the dues
by $5 for the first time in many years. Full Membership will be $20 and an Associate Member will be $10. After

discussion, motion was passed.

Banquet: At Peter’s Place again. Don Chembars will do a presentation on his Alaska trip.

Photos for Banquet Show: Turn in all photos to John Humphrey for the slide show.

Ride Planning: Some people are going to the RA Rally at Barber Motorsports Park in Alabama in May, the
MOA National in Minnesota in July, the Top O Rockies in Colorado in July.

Welcome To: New members, Bob Hall, Earl Dean, and Tim Bronson.

4 Winds Promo Cards & Stickers: Available from Sean Barrett

50/50 Drawing: Won by Leo Stanton.

No December Meeting

SUBMIMIED BY,
Tim Pears
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NOVEMBER MEETING PICTURES
And many thanks to Diane Pears for tr?e &jcture of the club at the bikes on the minutesi)age!
| - I B L
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NoRTH BREAKFAST RIDE

SunpAy, Now. 3, 2013

Well Maudie, the day dawned bright beautiful and colder than a
witch’s you-know-what (as some say)—ile., A perfect day for riding—
Why do | say that when the temps started out at a chilly 33°? Well,
during the summer when it gets blinking hot there’s only so much
you can take off and still ride safely and comfortably as well as riding
S0 as to avoid having one or another LEO get you for what they like
to call “indecent exposure.” In fall and winter, however, all one needs
do is add whatever duds one needs to provide insulation against the
cold, and maybe, if needed, some electrical heating where it counts—
Jack, for instance had a really nice battery powered heated riding
jacket in Hi-Viz Yellow made by Milwaukee tool, a well known
manufacturer of quality tools. He said that if the jacket, which has
three heat settings, High, Medium, and Low, was set on High, it
would keep one nice and toasty for 3 hours before its 12 volt re-
chargeable battery ran out of juice—and, of course, appreciably longer
if you set the heating on Medium or Low. Along with such electri-
cally heated wear from Aerostich, Gerbings, and Widder, there ap-
parently are now several wireless (battery powered) heated jackets
available. A report on the Milwaukee Jacket can be found at: http://
www.webbikeworld.com/heated-motorcycle-clothing/milwaukee-
heated-jacket-review/; and they can be purchased at the ubiquitous
Amazon.com where | think a person could even buy an Indian el-
ephant, if that’s what she wanted. In any event the Amazon URL for
Milwaukee Hi-Viz Jackets is: http://www.amazon.com/Milwaukee-

2347-2X-Cordless-Visibility-Heated/dp/BO008R0OAG6Y U/
ref=sr_1 18?ie=UTF8&Qqid=1383577214&sr=8-
18&keywords=milwaukee+heated+jacket . So given the number of
high qualityh and exceptionally comfortable and useful fall and win-
ter riding togs, really gives the lie to the notion that some sort of

‘riding season’ ends wimpily in October. | think a good portion of
the Beemer folks | know would answer the question, “What is your
riding season?” with the response, “Well, it ends December 31st,
and begins January 1st of the new year...” Right On!

In the event this morning a whole big bunch of folks on bikes
and a few in cages accompanied by their better halves arrived in fine
if, on the many bikes, somewhat chilly fettle to enjoy a morning of
fine cuisine, conversation, and camaraderie at the North Breakfast
Ride King’s Family Restaurant on Vip Drive off Rte 910 (ye auld
orange belt) at the Wexford 1-79 exit.

Those enjoying the fun and food were John Allen, Frank Beatrous,
Jack Bramkamp, Don & Kim Chembars, Don Hall, Ron Kranz, Dave
Manfredo, Dave McLaughlin, Ed Tatters, John Rolin, Larry & Joyce
Snodgrass, and me, the ersatz editor of this here rag. Noticeably
absent from the usual crew, and missed by all most of whom won-
dered where they were were Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic and Walt Halaja.
Jack said Ron was at home when asked if he knew where he’d gotten
to. We all said we missed him and hoped he wasn’t down with a
cold or some other sort of undesirable ‘epizootic,” or, if so, we all
wished for our good buddy that it would pass quickly. | for one
really missed our favorite photographer and had to try to get a few



pictures myself using my smart phone—which | have previously found often difficult to hold still enough in lower light to keep it from
making ‘fuzzball’ photos. Walt, e-mailed me earlier that he wouldn’t make it as he was going to attend at his Grandson’s for a 9:00 AM
‘Bowl Game.” | wasn’t aware the Steelers, Pitt, or Carnegie-Mellon U. were having a bowl game, but then, what do | know?... So | e-mailed
Walt back asking what bowl it was, thinking maybe it was a ‘Wheaties Bowl’ or a ‘Rice Krispies Bowl’ since | always thought the Steelers
et al. didn’t start the bowl stuff until after the snow flew in January, and always in the afternoon or evening so the peace-loving churchy
crowd would also be able to enjoy watching 11 guys trying to clobber the bejeebers out of 11 other guys. In any event, | hope to find out what
bowl it was in due course once Walt is back to his computer.

At any rate, a really nice group of 4 Winds motorcyclists pretty much almost filled King’s front room with happy chatter amidst the
clinking of knives and forks on plates and of spoons in coffee mugs for quite a good length of time before retiring outside to the bikes for
some more tire kicking, equipment comparing, and discussions of various other motorcycling items. ...It was a good morning as | didn’t
finally get home until 12:30 PM, and when | and the F800ST headed out, there were still several fellows continuing in happy conversation

around their bikes. So, I’m looking forward to seeing y’all next month—same time, same station!

GETTING THE S&S DINER
by Walt Halaja
There is a cool story about this diner: from the list that PW got for
me there should have been an S & D’s diner at 339 Center Av. But-
ler, Pa ... So Sunday before the football game to be watched at my
son, Wayne’s, | motored up the 11 miles to Butler and at the above
address only found a diner with no name on the front of the Building
I thought. Nevertheless | still took a photo. | then got off the bike
and was looking thru the glass door when lo and behold I could see a
sign inside that said “S & S Diner.” So OK; | got my camera and
started to take photos thru the window with and without the flash
when a fellow walking by looked at me. | said “I guess you are
wondering what I’m doing.” And he nods, so | explained about our
club and the diner contest and that I could see that sign inside and
was trying to get a photo of it. The next thing | know this fellow
starts taking off his hat and outer garments ... so I’m thinking what’s
he doing? ... He strips down to his t-shirt and then turns around and
lo and behold the back of his T says S & S diner on it! Ha! ... Sso |
said, “Stand in front of the door.” He does and | snap another photo.

Ratpy

... After that he started to tell me that his father was the leader of the
Hell’s Angels or the Pagan’s ... | said “Really?” ... this was too heavy
for me ... he did talk about both clubs in some way ... | asked if he
rode and he said no but he did have enough tattoos on his neck and
elsewhere to look like one. ... So OK, | took 5 or 6 photos and Ralph,
you can pick whatever makes you happy that it is indeed the S & S
diner. BTW, my 1st photo of the Diner front should have sealed the
deal because the same T-shirt that fellow was wearing was hanging
in the diner window, but | hadn’t read the writing because | just
thought it was a normal Harley ‘T’ (you would have to enlarge that
photo to read the “T’) ... | hope you enjoy the story as this was so
weird IMHO. After that, | returned to Wayne’s to see the Steelers
lose again. Then | rode home in the cold and was wondering why |
still felt the cold with all my gear and electrics on only to discover
Monday morning that my jacket vents were open.

Warr

PS. I guess this is some “Big Time” biker diner that | shouldn’t try to
dine in?



Attention all members who have submitted beginning mileage reports this year --
you know who you are. December has arrived! Please submit your ending
mileages before Friday, Jan. 10" 2014.

Note: your Dec. 31, 2013 mileage will be your beginning mileage for Jan 1, 2014!

Four Winds Mileage Contest
Jan 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013

Ending Mileage Form — Year __2013__

N . Mail Form to:
ame: ;
Mileage Contest
Address: c/o Tim Pears
_ 555 Rose Stop Rd.
City: New Castle, PA 16101
State: Zip: or E-mall to:
timndiane@comcast.net
Phone Number: ( )
Make / Model / Year Beginning Mileage (ONLY | Ending Mileage
if not sent in last January!)
Bike 1
Bike 2
Bike 3

Mileage submitted must be an honest record of the odometer readings for the
Motorcycles you currently own, operate and submit for the beginning and end of the
2013 year. You can submit the mileage from one bike or all of the bikes you own. The
sum of miles you attain on all of your bikes combined will produce this year’s winner.

The highest mileage submitted at the end of the year will win a $25 gift certificate to refill
your tank at:

And Note: ADDITIONAL PRIZES will be offered this year:

2" Prize: 1 year’s Free 4 Winds Membership

3" and 4" Prizes: ALL Participants names will be put in the ‘hat’ and 2 will be drawn to
receive additional prizes. As the saying goes . .. “It pays to play.”
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BMW Club @

4 Winds BMW Riders

Annual Banquet

Peter’s Place
1199 Washington Pike
Bridgeville, PA 15017

Tel: (412) 221-5000

Saturday January 18, 2014
Cocktails & Mingling from 6-7
Buffet Dinner from 7:30 — 8:15

Awards & Entertainment from 8:30 — 9:30
Fun & Games from 9:30 - ???

A place to stay overnight, if interested:

Holiday Inn Express Bridgeville
3053 Washington Pike
Bridgeville, PA 15017
Tel: (412) 914-2000
Located just 1.4 miles from Peter’s Place

----- snip--—- RSVP by January 11, 2014 ---—--snip----

Number Attending x $30/person =
Names of people Attending:

Mail Check ( made payable to “4 Winds BMW Riders” ) to:

John Humphrey,

Treasurer, 4 Winds BMW Riders
180 State Road

Valencia, PA 16059



BMW S 1000 R

The New High-Performance Roadster Based on the S 1000
RR

Woodcliff Lake, NJ — November 5, 2013 Superbike riding dynamics
and powerful, roadster styling are the hallmarks of the new BMW
S1000R. The new naked bike is directly derived from the SI000RR
superbike and uses the same innovative technology. The close fam-
ily resemblance to the “RR” is obvious. The simplified appearance
of the new S1000R exudes aggressive, dynamic energy. A well-
thought-out concept, with 160 hp maximum power, weight of 456
Ibs, Race ABS, ASC and a choice of two riding modes as standard
makes the S1000R a dynamic sports roadster.

In-line four engine optimized for low to mid-range perfor-
mance.

The modification of the SLI000RR’s 999 cc four-cylinder in-line en-
gine for use in the S 1000 R provides punchy response way through-
out the rpm range. To provide the ideal set-up for everyday use and
sporty riding, low and mid-range power and torque were significantly
increased. At the same time, maximum rpm has been reduced by
approximately 2,000 rpm. Maximum power of 160 hp is reached at
11,000 rpm and peak torque of approx. 83 Ib-ft at 9,250 rpm. Up to
7500 rpm, this engine develops approx. 7 Ib-ft more torque than the
S1000RR, providing punchy low-end response ideal for twisty single-
lane roads. This was achieved by using redesigned cylinder head
ducts, modified cam profiles and modified engine management. The
new BMS-X engine management system supports an E-Gas “throttle-
by-wire” system.

ASC (Automatic Stability Control), Race ABS and a choice
of two riding modes as standard. Riding mode Pro with two
additional modes and DTC optionally available.

For optimal adaptation to different conditions and rider requirements,

10

the S1000R has two riding modes and ASC (Automatic Stability
Control) as standard. The “Rain” and “Road” modes cater to differ-
ent road surface conditions. This provides an important safety bo-
nus, particularly under variable road conditions.

Dynamic Traction Control (DTC), incorporating two additional
riding modes — “Dynamic” and “Dynamic Pro” — is available as a
factory option. This option allows riders to make the most of the
S1000R’s sporty performance potential both on the road and on the
race track. DTC, which includes a lean angle sensor, offers safe dy-
namic acceleration that is currently state-of-the-art for a production
motorcycle.

Innovative chassis and suspension technology with large
damping reserves and high-performance brakes. Dynamic
Damping Control (DDC) optionally available.
However ambitious the riding style, the chassis and suspension of
the S 1000 R is designed to match the dynamic power delivery of the
engine. Based on the S1000RR, it uses the proven aluminum alloy
perimeter frame, where the engine provides part of the load-bearing.
As on the RR, an adjustable upside-down fork and a dual swingarm
with adjustable central spring strut support the wheels front and rear.
Roadster-specific suspension requirements are met by a slight change
in geometry. As on the RR, vigorous, stable and safe braking is pro-
vided by a braking system with a twin-disc brake with two 4-piston
callipers at the front and a single-disc rear brake, with partially inte-
gral Race ABS. Dynamic Damping Control (DDC), available as a
factory option, provides benefits of electronic damping control that
adapts damping to the current riding situation with split-second speed.
The new S1000R Roadster should appear on the showroom floor
of European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh some time in 2014.
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Tue New 2014 BMW R1200RT

The new 2014 BMW R1200RT impresses with sophisticated design,
performance, and even more comfort. The new drive now includes
the engine of the BMW R1200GS with 125hp at 7750 rpm and a
maximum torque of 125 Nm at 6500 rpm.

The new R1200RT comes with two driving modes: “Rain” and
“Road,” as well as with ASC (Automatic Stability Control) as stan-
dard. The two driving modes enable the motorcycle to be optimally
conformed to road conditions. An optional “driving modes Pro” ac-
cessory includes “Dynamic:” an additional mode that brings the
R1200RT’s sportiness to light; in this accessory an additional func-
tion “Hill Start Control” simplifies hill-starting.

Additional optional equipment is a shift assistant Pro obtained
as special equipment. Thanks to this assistant driving pleasure will
be even more comfortable and dynamic because it provides the pos-
sibility of shifting up and down without clutch or throttle activity in
the driving-relevant load and speed range.

Outwardly a continuous frame that ensures better track adhesion
attracts immediate attention. The semi-active chassis suspension ESA
(Electronic Suspension Adjustment), which is also optional equip-
ment, makes for even more security and comfort.

With regard to comfort and ergonomics BMW Motorrad has
achieved great things with the R1200RT. Handlebars, seat, and foot
pegs were lowered 20 mm, providing the rider better ground contact
helpful to shorter riders. An adjustable windshield provides good
wind protection. The front headlights are based on the BMW K1600

models and provide a more agile appearance. More security is pro-
vided by daytime running lights available as special equipment fac-
tory installed.

All important riding data can be read from the 5.7-inch TFT colour
display. The analog speedometer and tachometer remain. For further
convenience on tour there is an audio-system, operated via the Multi-
Controller. This audio-system is also part of the optional equipment.

The new R1200RT is available in three color combinations. One
is quartz blue metallic as well as in Kallistogrey metallic matt, both
of which match contrasting slate dark metallic matt, and the other is
ebony metallic, that is combined with monolith metallic.

o4
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Tae BMW R-NINE-T

A MASTERPIECE BY BMW MOTORRAD
In accord with its 90-year anniversary, BMW Motorrad is presenting
a new showpiece: the BMW R-nine-T, a title referencing attributes
of the former R32.

The powerful boxer engine characterized by unique design and a
robust sound serves as the foundation for the new BMW R-nine-T.
This air-/oil cooled boxer with 1,170 cc cylinder capacity produces
110 hp at 7,750 rpm and develops a maximum torque of 119 Nm at
6,000 rpm.

Fans of customization will love this design because BMW at-
tached utmost importance to the bike’s individualization. In order to
design the bike this way, a mixture of original BMW motorcycle
accessories, as well as specially made mounting parts or accessories
were needed.

The individuality expressed in the R-nine-T is expressed espe-
cially by the extra manufactured steel tube frame that incorporates
the Boxer engine as a supporting element. Thanks to the remote pil-
lion frame the nine-T can be used in the two-up as well as in solo
mode.

The left-side mounted exhaust system with two superposed muf-
flers gives a classic sporty roadster look to the new bike. The tita-
nium Akrapovic exaust system rounds out the bike’s appearance.

Depending on your wishes the silencer can be mounted higher or
lower. An upside-down front fork replaces the Telelever that is nor-
mally used with Boxer engines.

Further features on this real gem by BMW Motorrad include,
among other things, three mounting points at which you can attach
the bracket for lateral mounting of the plate plus the lightning equip-
ment. It is also possible to fit a wheel for a 6 inch wide tire instead
of the normal 5,5 inch wide 17 inch one. Safe braking is accom-
plished by the straight fixed 4-rotor monobloc brake calipers and the
320 millimetre diameter floating brake discs.

This expressive bike unites not only 90 years of success but also
the values of “purist simplicity,” “emotion,” and “authentic, tradi-
tional materials.” These values always were the central to BMW. In
consequence, the 18 litre aluminium tank was first brushed by hand
and then coated. The aluminium cover with embossed “nineT” let-
tering refers to the chzaracter of its manufacture as well. For colour
BMW has decided to use the classic black.

By a special setup of the wiring system an option is available to
reserve head-and turn signal lights.

To see or order any of these new bikes, see the
sales folks at European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh,
on Rte 19, Perry Hwy, in Wexford.

&
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2014 4-Winds Dues Submission form:

Member Name:

Address:

Post Office: State: Zip Code:

Additional Members’ Names (if any):

Associate Members’ Names (if any):

Number of Members’ Dues submitted: X$20=9
Number of Associates’ Dues submitted: X$10=9§
Total: $

Please make out your dues check for yourself and other members and associates in your family to “4 Winds BMW
Riders” and mail it with this completed form to: (Note that dues can also be paid online at the club web site)

John Humphrey, Treasurer,

4 Winds BMW Riders of Pittsburgh
180 State Road

Valencia, PA 16059

13



THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN
DEceEMBER, 2003
Prepared by Walt Halaja

“In Memory of George F. Wolfe”
Born 4-3-23 - Died 11-4-03
by Gary Smith

The following information was gleaned from a video I taped in December of 2001. Unfortunately my video
camera was not working properly and I missed out on much, but I did get some information about George’s time
in the military that I thought was interesting.

George’s serious passion for mechanical things, beginning with Harley Davidson motorcycles, developed
while he was still in high school in Altoona. In fact, just a few months after graduation he was installing a set of
rod bearings in his six-cylinder 1937 Oldsmobile in the garage of his dad’s friend on the Sunday Pearl Harbor
was bombed. It must have been a pretty good job. George told me he sold the car to a fellow who put 200,000
miles on it.

Before joining the military George worked at Middletown Air Depot near Harrisburg rebuilding aircraft
engines. I asked him, “Do you remember your first airplane ride?” He said, “That was before the war even. They
had a thing over in Altoona, actually Duncansville. Yea, they had a Ford Tri-motor, a 3-engine job. For a dollar
a ride you’d get a 15-minute trip over the city. That was the first airplane ride I ever took.”

George, his older brother Paul, and his younger brother Carl all joined the military after our country entered
the war. Not surprisingly, 19-year-old George joined the Air Force hoping he could put his experience working
on aircraft to good use. When I asked him what kind of training they gave him, he replied, “They sent me to a
B-24 school out in San Diego and assigned me an airplane number. It wasn’t even built yet and you followed that
through. When it was finished I flew in it, a brand new airplane, along with the civilian test pilot, co-pilot, and a
navigator.” A short time later the plane was shipped from the West coast to England, while George went across
the Atlantic on the Queen Mary to join up with a B-24 outfit, the 466 Bombing Group, about 110 miles north of
London, where he spent most of the war serving as a B-24 crew chief.

Crew chief meant that George and his mechanic helper were solely responsible for keeping one particular
airplane ready to fly missions over enemy territory. When it got shot up, they repaired it. There were times when
the plane came back with holes in it from fighter or 88mm- anti-aircraft fire. They did a lot of patching, but the
dreaded task was replacing the fuel cell that occasionally took a hit. George said that was a hell of a job because
there were about 1000 screws of various lengths securing the panel that had to be removed to access the cell. The
screws were colored-coded and kept in separate cans until it was time to put them all back in their correct
positions. However, even routine maintenance was a lot of work. For instance, the 100-hour inspection required
changing spark plugs on the 4 engines, which had 14 cylinders per engine, and two spark plugs for each cylinder.
That’s a lot of spark plugs. While it wasn’t required, George, nevertheless, would often go up in the B-24 during
its test flight after it was given a major service.

George was surrounded by about 60 other planes, positioned about 100 feet apart, and the crews assigned to
them. George said he was always willing to lend a hand to help the other crews, but it was rarely needed.
Everyone worked hard on their own B-24.

Fortunately, no lives were ever lost in planes that George and the mechanic under him prepared for missions.
“The pilots and their crews rotated, so we may have had 12 different groups fly in our plane at different times
within an 18 month period. Some of those groups lost their lives, but that was when they were in other planes,”
George reflected. George’s friends, both today and back then, would no doubt contribute George’s commitment to
his work as having something to do with that good fortune. When the war was over, George and his mechanic
prepared a B-24, one they had serviced many times, for the final time, then flew home in it. When the plane
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The Way We Were, Continued

landed in Connecticut George ended his relationship with that legendary aircraft. He figures they flew his plane
out West someplace and junked it.

I asked George, “So your memory is pretty good about the B-24?” He didn’t hesitate, “Oh yea, I could go
out there right now and get in there and fire it up. That’s cause I did it so often. Almost every day we had to go
out there and pre-flight it, check it over visually on the outside, do what you call a pull through on the engines,
turning them over 12 or so times so the oil would drain down to the bottom cylinders to eliminate any hydraulic
lock that could destroy an engine. I never actually saw it myself, but it did happen. Then I’d get in there and run
it, all four engines.” :

After the war, in Panama, George worked on Fighters, the P-47s that became known as the F-47 around
1947, according to George. Later he worked on Jets, the F-80s, F-86s, F102s and F106s in South Korea during
the conflict there. Over time, George moved from crew chief working on aircraft to maintaining ground
equipment used to start the Jets. George pointed out, “You know, without that equipment the airplane is nothing.
It’s like having a big diesel truck without a battery. You have to have something to start it. It’s the power units
that start them. APUs as they call them.” This point of view characterizes George’s attitude toward his 22 years
in the military and toward life itself. Whatever he did, he did with a sense of its importance. He was the kind of
guy vou could count on. If he told the club he would put up signs for the rally, we knew he would not let us
down. He used to say, “T°d rather be 2 hours early than one minute late.” That’s the kind of guy he was.

I met George in September of 1976 when he was an instructor in an evening motorcycle maintenance class
taught at a Vo-Tech school out near Tonidale. I remember selling him a Honda 175 for $100.00 that I’d gotten
as a trade selling another motorcycle. George told me he started his motorcycle life with Harleys, spent a lot of
time with Triumphs, and ended up pretty much with Hondas. However, as George was fond of saying, “I just like
motorcycles, I like all motorcycles, and everything about them.” Shortly after meeting George I bought my first
BWM, a 1971 R75. George introduced me to Wayne Kelly, an early BMW dealer in Pittsburgh, with whom
George had been a close friend for years. When I started the Shack Pack in the late 80s George was the first
person I called. His support was 100 percent. That’s what led him into the Four Winds Club, where the members
learned to appreciate his contributions and positive attitude. I'll never forget George standing up like a soldier, or
maybe more like a General, at one of the first Four Winds Meetings he’d ever attended to counter some bitter
complaints someone had spewed about the AMA. George could speak with passion, had the credentials, and
- commanded respect. As I remember it, he got no rebuttals. “Who is this masked man?” many wanted to ask. In
time they found out. He was a guy who loved motorcycles and enjoved helping people with their motorcycle
problems. George also wanted to get along with everyone, and pretty much did. As gruff as he could sound at
times, he didn’t have a mean bone in his body. After George’s second by-pass operation, the Club honored him
with a life membership.

George was heavily involved for many vears with the AMA, contributing oversight on their behalf at AMA
racing events. He started the local sidecar club about the same time the Shack Pack was started, funding it,
initially, pretty much out of his own pocket. Years ago he competed in sidecar events around the country and at
the famous Jack Pine in Michigan where he was a champion several years and won National recognition. He has
helped countless fellow riders with mechanical problems particularly those with sidecars. There were a number of
folks who came from great distances to get special adjustments on their sidecars so they could ride in spite of
their handicaps. There are many intriguing stories told about George and his escapades. If you get a chance to
hear any of them, don’t pass it up.
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NEw WEBSITE DUES PAYMENT

USING PAYPAL
from John Humphrey, 4 Winds BMW Riders Treasurer
When using the 4WindsBMW.org web site, you can pay member-
ship dues by PayPal or a debit or credit card.
We plan on making credit card payment for the annual banquet
and Rally registration available soon.

Here are the instructions and steps for paying by PayPal, debit, or
credit cards.

We here are using an annual membership dues payment for illustra-
tion:

« Sign up for membership by selecting “Membership Form” from
the “Home” page.

« Fill out the membership form. Select the type of membership, an-
swer the security question and hit return.

« You will see: “Success! The next step is to submit payment by
PayPal”

« You are automatically redirected to the Pay Pal site where you can
specify Membership type.

« This is where you “shop” for the membership type (and other things,
eventually).

« Select the membership type

 Then select “Pay with Pay Pal” at the bottom.

« If you want to pay with a PayPal account, just proceed as you
would normally.

« If you want to use a credit card, select “Don’t have a PayPal ac-
count?”

 Here is where you can fill in your credit or debit card information.

 PayPal is a highly secure site. Your information is safe.

* When complete, click “PAY” at the bottom.

« A receipt will be sent to your email address.

 The charge will be listed as:” FOURWINDSBMW”

This procedure has been tested many times. If you have a problem
or question, call me (412) 897-1903.

This procedure has been tested many times. If you have a problem
or question, call me (412) 897-1903.

Recarns,

JOHN
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IT’s TO LAUGH
REPRINTED FROM THE RETREADS OF WESTERN PA

NEWSLETTER
Thanks to Phebe Hershelman for this moment of laughter!
Do Las Vegas Churches accept gambling chips?
This may come as a surprise to those of you not living in las vegas,
but there are more Catholic churches than Casinos.

Not surprisingly, some worshipers at Sunday services will give
Casino chips rather than cash when the basket is passed.

Since they get chips from many different Casinos, the churches
have devised a method to collect the offerings.

The churches send all their collected chips to a nearby franciscan
monastery for sorting and then the chips are taken to the Casinos of
origin and cashed in.

This is done by the Chip Monks. ....You didn’t even see it com-
ing did you?

Thank you to John Docter for yet more laughter that keeps us
young
Two little boys, ages 8 and 10, are excessively mischievous.

They are always getting into trouble and their parents know if
any mischief occurs in their town, the two boys are probably in-
volved.

The boys’ mother heard that a preacher in town had been suc-
cessful in disciplining children, so she asked if he would speak with
her boys.

The preacher agreed, but he asked to see them individually.

The mother sent the 8 year old in the morning, with the older boy
to see the preacher in the afternoon.

The preacher, a huge man with a deep booming voice, sat the
younger boy down and asked him sternly, “Do you know where God
is, son?”

The boy’s mouth dropped open, but he made no response, sitting
there wide-eyed with his mouth hanging open.

So the preacher repeated the question in an even sterner tone,
“Where is God?!

Again, the boy made no attempt to answer.

The preacher raised his voice even more and shook his finger in
the boy’s face and bellowed, “WHERE IS GOD?”

The boy screamed & bolted from the room, ran directly home &
dived into his closet, slamming the door behind him.

When his older brother found him in the closet, he asked, “What
happened?”

The younger brother, gasping for breath, replied, “We are in BIG
trouble this time!”

“GOD is missing, and they think WE did it !”



LAsT PAPER NEWSLETTER

Everyone, please take note. In consequence of a vote taken by the
board, this issue, December 2013, will be the last issue of the club
newsletter that will be mailed out in paper form. As everyone seems
to have a computer and can go on line to our 4 Winds BMW Riders
club web site, http://www.4windsbmw.org/ , click on the newsletter
link, or in your browser enter the URL, http://www.4windsbmw.org/
newsletter-download. At the Newsletter page, click on the year of
the newsletter you wish to download or look at, or locate the month
of the newsletter you wish--the latest newsletter will be there under
the month published, and click on that link. 1f your browser is set up
to load Adobe PDF files (i.e., the Adobe PDF Reader is one of its
available plug-ins that has been installed), the newsletter will ap-
pear in the Adobe Reader plug-in, from whence you can either read
it, or print it by clicking on the little printer icon in the reader plug-
in. If you haven’t an Adobe PDF Reader plug-in in your browser,
you can download the newsletter file, save it to your hard drive, and,
using the normal Adobe PDF Reader (it’s free at http://get.adobe.com/
reader/ --Instructions below**.) you can open the newsletter file and
either read it in the PDF Reader, or print it on your printer from the
PDF Reader.

**|nstalling an Adobe PDF Reader: As indicated above, put http:/

/get.adobe.com/reader/ into your browser URL window and go to
that site. It will open up onto an installation page. Select or dese-
lect the optional but automatically pre-checked McAffee Security
Scan Plus offer check box depending on whether you want to have
that program installed too (uncheck the box by clicking on it if you
don’t want it--and please note,you may have to pay for it if you do,
but I can’t say that for sure), and click on the “Install” button. Then
follow the directions thereafter provided. The PDF reader is free.

Note, however, that if you have problems downloading your news-
letter from the 4 Winds Web Site, please let me know as there are
some club members who have not been able to download the news-
letter for some reason or other relating to their computers and/or
their setup or internet provider. If you let me know that you have
such difficulty, I can e-mail your copy of the newsletter to you in-
stead. You can let me know that you need the newsletter e-mailed to
you by e-mailing me at meyer@zoominternet.net.

After the December 2013 issue (this issue) of the newsletter no
more will be forthcoming as mailed paper copies. Starting in Janu-
ary 2014, the newsletter will have to be gotten from the Web site, or,
as stated above, if that is impossible for you, by e-mailing me to e-
mail you a copy of the PDF file.

Season’s qreetings
From the 4 Winds BMW Riders
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our Winds BMW Riders

c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720
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How po I join
Four WinDs BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $20 per year for pri-

mary membership, and $10 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.

THE NEXT MEETING

There will be, as usual, no December club meeting. Our next meeting
willl be the Annual 4 Winds Banquet from 6-11 PM January 18th,
2014 at Peter’s Place 1199 Washington Pike, Bridgeville, PA 15017.
Tel: 412-221-5000. For those wishing to have a place to stay overnight
after the banquet, the Holiday Inn Express Bridgeville is just 1.4 miles
south of Peter’s Place at 3053 Washington Pike, Bridgeville, PA, 15017.
The Holiday Inn Express telephone number for making reservations is 412-
914-2000. Price for the banquet this year is $4.00 less than last year’s at
$30 per person. There will be, along with the usual enjoyable camarade-
rie, interesting entertainment, introduction of the new board, the distribu-
tion of prizes, and a Chinese auction of a number of baskets of various
goodies, with many thanks to Bethany Furey, our Banquet Chair for all the
great arrangements! The banquet registration form is on page 9 of this
newsletter.

From the North or South: From the North, get on 1-79 South, From the
South, get on 1-79 North. From either direction, Get off 1-79 at Exit 55.
Turn South out of the exit onto the Washington Pike. Peter’s Place
restaurant will be on your right about 2/10ths of a mile after the exit
onto Washington Pike.

Approximate Longitude and Latitude Coordinates for GPSs: N40.37041
W80.10088



