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For those who don’t ride all year
round, motorcycle riding season is
here at last! Please check the club
web site for upcoming planned rides.

The May 17 meeting will have two
group rides. From the North meet at
the Exxon gas station at the
Zelienople exit off route 79, led by
Ed Syphan and leaving at 3 pm.
And from the South meet at the Get
Go gas station on the route 51 south
side of the route 70 and 51
interchange, led by myself and
leaving at 3 pm. Please have your
motorcycles filled with a full tank of
gas ready for a nice ride on some
back roads to the meeting.

The meeting will be at the Double
Wide Grill at 100 Adams Shops,
Mars, PA on Route 228 and will
start at 5:30 pm. The board meeting
will follow the regular meeting.

Enioy THE RIDE
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BMW Club

www.4windsbmw.org

WANT SOME
PLACE TO RIDE?
HunT FIRE STA-

TIONS. THEY'RE
NEAT!
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President — Adrian Marini
almarini@verizon.net
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timndiane@comcast.net
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Director — Ralph Meyer
meyer@zoominternet.net

MAY MEETING INFO

The May meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
May 17th, 2014 at the Double Wide
Grille in the Adams Shops from 5:30
PM. The meal will be from the menu.
Rides to the meeting will start at
3:00 PM from the Zelienople Rte
68 Exxon for the North Ride, and
from the Belle Vernon Rte 51 Getgo
for the South Ride. See the back
page for more info.
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Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

Sodo I! (Editor)
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SAFETY BIT

It’s spring. Nice (we hope) weather means
more bikes begin to appear. And cagers have
mostly had the road to themselves. So be
careful around them out there. They don’t
see bikes very well at the best of times, and
when they haven’t seen any for awhile,
they’re generally even worse because they
don’t expect to see them. Try to make it dif-
ficult for them to NOT see you! Wear bright
clothing, a bright helmet, and try not to let
yourself be hid by other vehicles.



Four Winps BMW CLus
MEETING MINUTES
ArriL 19, 2014

President Marini called the meeting to order at the Pinball Perfection in West View. Since it was a beautiful day, the meeting was held
outside. Twenty-four members were in attendance.

The first order of business was to order lunch from Mandy’s Pizza. The members purchased their own drinks and chipped in on the cost
of the pizza.

Ride leader Ed Syphan discussed the May 4th ride to the Warthers Museum located at 331 Karl Ave. in Dover, Ohio. The three-hour ride
will be leaving from the Zelienople Exxon at 9:00 AM. According to the web site there is a $13.00 admission fee.

Jim Gales became a new member and David Kiggins came as a guest. George Blackham is back after his long recovery from his car
accident with a fracking truck. Jeannette Latkovic is still recovering from a fall. Adrian won $33.00 from the 50/50. So welcome to our
new member, speedy recovery to those who are still healing and lots of sympathy to Adrian who is the president as well as the rally chairman
this year.

Adrian reminded everyone of the pre meeting rides for the month of May. He is leading the south ride from the Get Go at Rt51S at 79
to the Double Wide Grille in Cranberry and Ed Syphan is leading the north ride in from the Zelienople Exxon. The rides start at 3:00 and
arrive approximately between 5:00- 5:15.

For those riders not planning on going to the Warther Museum there is the Kyle Rozman Memorial ride the same day. Flyers with the
details were handed out during the meeting.

BMW Club a
(] Respecteuty sugmmep,

\ I

MEETING PHOTOS

_ Marge Humprrey, Recorning SecreTary
by Ron “ReddyK”” Latkovic




MS EscAPE TO THE LAKE
BicycLE RiDE
June 7 & 8, 2014

MotorcycLE SUPPORT RIDERS NEEDED

From: “Mike Ammerman” <auwinger@verizon.net>
I would like to take this opportunity to ask you for your support and
that of your members of Four-Winds-BMW to consider helping with
the MS Escape to the Lake bicycle ride on June 7 & 8, 2014. Walt
Halaja has been helping for past number of years and you can ask
him how rewarding it is to help.

The MS bicycle ride raises funds to help find a cure for MS and
provide support for those that have MS. We, as motorcyclists, pro-
vide intersection control throughout the 150 mile ride on Saturday
and Sunday to ensure the bicyclists get through the intersections safely.
As Walt can attest, if there are 1400 bicyclists, you will get 1400
acknowledgements for helping.

| have attached the letter from Chris Pfeiffer, the MS Bicycle
Ride Coordinator, asking for motorcycle volunteers for the event.
The letter has a QR code directing volunteers to a website where
they can fill out an on-line form. For those that do not have smart
phones, the link to the on-line form is as follows:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Wo008-OHi8VqV-
uGSjh004vry28PIwQLP7n5AR50xL-U/viewform

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me or
send me an e-mail.

Thank you for your help.

Regards,

Mike Ammerman

MS Motorcycle Coordinator

412-795-6685 (Home)

412-779-8943 (Cell)

Please help save a child’s life by donating to the Pediatric Brain
Tumor

Foundation Ride for Kids through my fund raising web page at:

http://pbtf.convio.net/site/TR/2014RideforKids/
General?px=1032070&pg=personal &fr_id=1642#.UtlezxAo6Uk

&

GRrANDMA’s HOME REMEDIES
Sent in by Larry Snodgrass

Grandma’s Home Remedies, and Grandma always knows
best...

“For better digestion | drink beer, in the case of appe-
tite loss | drink white wine, in the case of low blood pres-
sure I drink red wine, in the case of high blood pressure |
drink scotch, and when | have a cold | drink schnapps.”

“When do you drink water?”

“I’ve never been that sick!”

=
)

IT PAYs TO PLAY
Get aboard the Mileage log! It doesn’t matter how many miles you ride, just as long as you send down your yearly starting and ending miles
on whatever bikes you ride (they don’t have to be BMWs for the club mileage log, nor is there any ‘riding season’ aside from that defined by
12:00 AM, January 1st, and ending 11:59 PM, December 31st of the current year. You don’t even have to remember what your mileage(s)
on your bike/Scooter(s) were on January 1st if you don’t know what they are. Starting mileage(s) can be whatever the honest miles on your
odometer(s) are currently as your start miles. Just fill out the form and send it in, or e-mail Walt (wbhalaja@msn.com) with the information.
It’s as easy as that. Even if you only ride 10 miles all year long, if you put in your mileage log, you will be eligible for a prize and will get
one if you win the drawing for the other prizes. So don’t be bashful. Put in your mileage(s). And as Larry the Cable Guy sez, “Git ‘er done!”

o On the Net... ‘.
° Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what °

N it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
° Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there. °

[ ]
° Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and .0

'. past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so. °
° Like Grammar? (not Grandma...) try this one: Grammar Lessons with Food: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ry- .0

°e  NYbMEbgc
[ ]
[ ]




UrcomMING RIDES
MaAY 41H: WARTHER WOoOD CARVING MuU-
SEUM, GARDEN & GIFT SHOP, DOVER, OHIO RIDE.

(URL: HTTP:;//WWW.WARTHERS.COM )
Ed Syphan (the Great ‘Phoon’) will lead a ride to Warther Carving Museum, Dover, Ohio with
lunch after the visit to the museum to be had at a great B-B-Q place just down the road from Warther’s.

Warther’s is a museum containing amazing wood carvings with a number of wood carved famous trains by
the talented Warther family. These wood carvings are stunning in their detail and execution. A gift shop and a
beautiful garden adjoins the museum property to enjoy. The BBQ just down the road is claimed to at be at least as

good or better than Hog Fathers!

The Ride will begin at the Zelienople Exxon parking area just West of the Zelienople Exit onto Rte 68 off 1-79.

Bladders empty, Fuel tanks full, and kickstands UP at 9:00 AM. Warthers is about a 3 hour ride from Zelienople.

MaAy 41H: KYLE ROZMAN MEMORIAL RIDE
—Kyle Rozman, 11 years old, was killed in a multi-vehicle crash 1/3/2014 in Springdale Twp. The Ride proceeds will benefit
the Rozman Family Funeral Expenses.
Rain or Shine. Come on Bikes; Come in cars! Enjoy the Fun!
$20 Driver / $10 Passenger / $15 Non-Rider
Ride Starts & Ends at Knuckleheads Bar, 146 Three Degree Rd., Pittsburgh, PA, 15237.
Registration: 10 AM to 12 Noon. Kick Stands up 12 Noon.
Ride Starts and Ends at Knuckleheads with stops in between! Food, Drink Specials, American Auction, 50/50, DJ, Live Enter-
tainment
Make monetary donation payable to:
Kyle Rozman Memorial Fund
PNC Bank
50 Mclntyre Sq. Pittsburgh, PA 15237
Ride sponsored by Knuckleheads Bar, Mojo Hand, Monte Cello’s, PNC Bank, and VFW Post 7505.

~A~ ~ ~

MaAy 171H CLUuB MEETING RIDES:
2 Rides to the May 17th regular Club meeting at the Double Wide Grille, 100 Adams Shops, just off Rte
228, Mars Twp.
The Grille’s URL is: http://www.doublewidegrill.com/
The meeting will start after the ride arrivals beginning somewhere around 5:00 to
5:30 PM.
From the North, Ed Syphan will lead a ride to the meeting leaving
at 3:00 PM from the Zelienople Exxon just west of the Rte
68 Zelienople exit off 1-79.

FOR SALE
Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
For sale — 2007 K1200GT under 12,000 miles, heated grips and seats, 2 side bags, ABS, cruise control and 2 windshields.
Excellent condition. Asking $10,000. 412-8815897 or joannbarrl0@msn.com for more info. John Barr
Stuff for FB00ST: 25 tall Cee-Bailey Windshield, 26 tall Parabellum Windshield, Touratech crash bar set, Bar Back,
BMW Tank Bag. Windshields are clear and already have Velcro strips for attaching EZPass Transponder. Rick Mayer
heated Pilot Seat for 2006 K1200GT. Asking half new price (or less). Make an offer on any or all items. Contact:

meyer@zoominternet.net .

Big Al Vangura’s Kymco for sale: W:e are selling Big Al’'s Kymco Scooter. If you are interested or know anyone that would
want to purchase this scooter, please contact us or pass this message on. This is a 2009 Kymco 250 Ri Scooter. We are asking
$3,500 or best offer - It has on it 19,940 miles, and includes an extra long wind shield, Special brake light, cover, and Top
trunk. If interested, please call: 724-736-2884 or 724-557-0802. Dee Vangura. Please see the pictures of it and its accesso-
ries on page 16 of the March 2013 newsletter.




NoRTH BREAKFAST RIDE

APrIL 6, 2014
by Ralph Meyer

After a post on the web site by ReddyK (Ron Latkovic) reminding of
this Sunday’s North Breakfast Ride, nobody else posted that they
were coming, even though the weather report looked like it would be
fine riding weather. However, the clan that gathered at the VIP Drive
King’s front room, when our friend, Roger Randolph, rolled in on
his GS a bit late, but in time for coffee, made nearly a full house. We
could have gotten maybe 4 more at the tables in the room by putting
a chair at each end of both long tables and after Roger arrived, and
then it would have been full up. Nice! Anyway 16 made it all told,
including 2 new riders, Tom Richey and his wife, Cindy. Along with
Roger, Tom, and Cindy, there were John Allen, Frank Beatrous, Jack
Bramkamp, Don and Kim Chembars, Tom Furey, Walt Halaja, Bob
Hall, Carl Hartz, Ron Kranz, Ron Latkovic, Dave McLaughlin, and
myself. Walt and | arrived just a wee bit late, and there was already
a slew of bikes and scooters in evidence at our usual parking spot,
and the room was already nicely filling.

We hadn’t been in very long when a beautiful R900 with enough
brilliant chrome on it (heads, etc.) to put a Harley rider to shame
zinged by the front window. We couldn’t really tell whose it was,
though Tom Furey had told me a while ago that he was closing in on
completing his refurbishment of such a bike. And sure enough, it
was indeed Tom. He’d done a marvelous restoration job, and in the
course of the usual indoor tire kicking told us of his work on it and
particularly his ‘experiences’” with getting it painted, finally with a
painter who really knew what he was doing. It was clear once we got
a close up look that that bike is a BMW to be proud of—and another
example of why half of the Beemers produced are still on the road!

6




Needless to say external tire-kicking time after the brunch munch-
ing found this new old bike to be the center of attention. \Were those
staid old ‘commandments’ being roundly punished by El Grandido
Whatzit in the sky, I have to admit that | would have been deeply in
danger of being zapped for coveting my neighbor’s bike! It’s a beaut.

I’m not sure what rides others may have been planning on, as |
wasn’t party to any of that discussion though Walt said he was off to
a retired firefighters’ gathering in the afternoon somewhere south of
the ‘Burgh, and that he was planning in the meantime to maybe hit a
few more fire stations while on the way there and back. Walt is
‘leading the pack’ on honoring these places with pictures.

Me, since it was such a nice day, and because I’m way behind on
putting some miles on the C650GT (my Mini-GT—otherwise known
as a ‘Maxi-Scooter’—blame thing weighs as much as an R1200RT
but is easier to get on and off of and a LOT easier on the knees, what
with its lovely long footplates), 1’d laid out in Garmin’s Mapsource
computer program a ride for some fire stations which | loaded into
the Zumo GPS, and figured on trying to hunt up. Mapsource also
lets you punch up Google Earth so you can kind of see what it is
you’re looking for from overhead. Some of the places firehouses
were supposed to be on my route appeared like maybe they were
where the map said, but others looked pretty iffy on Google Earth.
Anyway, that’s the ride | took, letting the Zumo give me directions.
And sure enough, some of the stations were pretty much where the
map said they were... and a few others simply appeared to have dis-
appeared—if they’d been where the map said they were ever at all.

In any event, | managed to find and photograph a few and had a
really nice experience at one. A firefighter and, I suppose, his wife,
were there. She was washing one of the vehicles. He wondered

what | was doing, and upon telling him, he said he’d open the door
on their largest engine so | could get a shot of it. Come to find out,
it’s the largest tanker (3000 gallons worth) in Allegheny County. It
was, he said, ordered to their own design rather than one of the cookie-
cutter types, and he took me around the machine and showed me all
the neat design and equipage it had that made it most convenient and
useful for fighting fire, etc. as any engine could be, not to mention
the 3000 gallons of Aitch-Two-Oh it could bring to a fire. He then
took me on a tour of the rest of the station. That included several
completely equipped river rescue boats, rescue vehicles, and several
other engines. He mentioned that beside this giagantic garage in
which we were, there was another garage behind this one in which
they had stored their old first American-LaFrance Engine—a kind of
museum piece. He was indeed justly proud of that station! It sure is
true that you meet the nicest people out here in Western PA. That
unexpected tour was the cherry on the top of my afternoon’s photo-
graphic Sundae. Oh yes... the station: it was the Groveton Fire
Dept. in Robinson Twp. But you’d have to know it was there to be
able to find it as it’s not on a main drag but at the end of a neighbor-
hood street maybe a half mile from the main road.

Anyway, my Sunday foray wound up with being 67.7 miles from
home to breakfast, to stations and back home again. What’s neat
about hunting fire stations | find is not only that they give a person a
‘place to ride to,” but riding to them gives one a nice sense of the
various types of neighborhoods and countryside one can find here.
One often runs across things enjoyable to see that one does not ex-
pect. As someone once wisely said (obviously a motorcyclist) “The
fun’s not just the destination, but the ride!”

Ratpy
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THE WAY WE WERE BAck WHEN (May 2004)
Prepared by Walt Halaja

TN Coverep BrinGes or GrREeNE COUNTY

By Jiirgen Brune

Ralph Meyer and | met at the Bridgeville exit of 179 on this
bright. sunny Monday, March 29. Ralph on his RT with a
shiny new magnesium valve cover (that's another story) and
I on the trusty RE50R.

I led the ride starting out on Rt 50 West through the
villages of Gladden, Cecil and IHickory (known for its apple
orchards and the apple festival in fall), then down Rt. 18
south. Good riding, clean roads except lor some leftover
gravel in the turns and intersections. Wound our way through
Washington. PA, continuing on 18 through coal country (there
is active mining just south of Washington), past the hamlets
of Lagonda and Van Buren and through the famous town of
Prosperity (named afier the economic upswing caused by coal,
oil and gas. that continues to this day) and Sparta (named for
“luxurious™ living in those good old days?). Rt. I8 briefly
joins Rt. 221 at Prosperity and continues right about a mile
south.

By chance. we encountered our first covered bridge. the
Day CB. about a mile past the turn, to our right just off Rt.
18. Can’t miss it - still Washington County, GPS N40 01.760
W80 17.563. The bridge crosses Short Creck.

We continued through Old Concord and turned right on Sr. 4015 about a mile after Rt. 231 turns off to the right, following a sign to
Graysville, where we hit Rt. 21.

That’s where my local knowledge came to an end, and | suggested that Ralph lead us to the next CB target, the Scott CB right off Rt. 21,
about 5 miles east.

Ralph followed his electronic instinct (GPS) whose routing ability led us on a great circular dirt ride. Instead of following R121 east, we
turned right just outside of Graysville on an 8-mile loop past several farms and all gravel roads along ridges with spectacular views. Dust
flying (I found myself eating his dust). blazing sun and three large turkey vultures circling overhead, we managed to find the way back to Rt
21. Riding coarse gravel is an interesting experience - the front tire wobbles across the gravel, yet the bike stabilizes itself automatically
with little rider input. With a light touch on the bars, even an RT plays GS on that stuff.

Thinking that we had missed our bridge, we ran back to Graysville, THEN finally consulted the map. OK, head back on 21 East where
we found the Scott CB about 1.5 miles east of Rutan, crossing the South Fork of Tenmile Creek. Can’t miss it - N39 53.270 W80 19.530.

I took the lead again to Bridge number 3, the Shriver CB, following the verbal descriptions in Ralph’s excellent guide. Rt. 18 tumns off
Rt 21 about 2 miles east of the Scoit bridge. We continued 0.5 miles past the West Greene Middle School and made a left onto Hargus
Creek Road. The Shriver Bridge crosses Hargus Creek about a mile past the turn, N39 51.156 W80 16.732.

For number 4, we headed back to Rt. 18 and continued south along the winding road for about 7.5 miles. At Nettle Hill, we turned right
(NW), about 4 miles, to Aleppo on Sr. 3012. At Aleppo, Sr. 3012 continues west but we went straight on Sr. 3001 for another mile to the
Wren’s Nest CB crossing the South Fork of Dunkard Creek, N39 50.487 W80 27.222.

To get to number 5, we headed back to Rt. 18 north. | pointed my GPS at the target and let the e-brain take over. | had remembered
reading something about Triumph (the town, not the bike) so I made a right turn (prematurely, as it was) onto Blockhouse Run Road
following a sign to Triumph. Easy dirt farm roads but we had to get around a valley and could not get to the King CB directly. The dirt road
ended in Pine Bank and we got back to Asphalt to Brave, PA, after briefly crossing the Mason-Dixon line into West Virginia. In Brave, we
turned left onto Sr. 3013 north towards Kuhntown. The King CB is 2.5 miles north of Brave on the left, N39 45.419 W80 16.369 and crosses
Hoover Run.

Number 6 was the Woods CB. still on Sr. 3013 north, about 2 miles south of Rt. 21. Great riding along a narrow, winding road with very
little traffic. It bridges Pursley’s Run on the left side, another can’t miss - N39 51.782 W80 14.074.

Heading back to Rt. 21 East, we were ready for lunch at the Golden Corral in Waynesburg - except it appeared to be out of business so
we settled for the frugal gourmet cuisine at Wendy’s.

Number 7, the White CB (aptly named for its color), is an easy target. From Waynesburg, we slabbed it down 179 to the Kirby exit and
continued east towards Garards Fort. The White bridge is about 2 miles from 179, just off Sr. 2018 to the right, spanning Whiteley Creek.
N39 48.383 W80 03.659.

About 0.4 miles further cast, Sr. 2015 is closed since the Red CB is out. A game commission officer said that was the name of the former
bridge and told us that it burned down 5 or 6 years ago.

To get to number 8, the Carmichaels CB, we tumned left at Garards Fort (about 1.5 miles past the missing Red bridge) onto Sr. 2017 and
followed it to Carmichaels. There is a monument in the center of town, turn left on North Market Street. The bridge is 0.2 miles further on
your lefl, crossing Muddy Creck, N39 53.914 W79 58.650.




Number 9 is casily reached via R 88 north to Dry Tavern (we did not care to find the tavern...), then Rt 188 west 2.5 miles past
JeMerson, then tum northwest on R 221, The Cox Farm CB is almost 2 miles past the turn, on the lell, crossing Rufl Creek al N39 560.579
W3R0 07.558.

Another missing bridge, don’t know the name. bumed down a few years ago also when Kids set a car on fire on (he bridge (according to
a police oflicer whom we queried). We believe that it was located off Rt. 221, 1 mile west of the Cox Farm CB - it appears to have been
replaced by a concerete slab.

The cop was nice enough to point us to number 10, the Bailey CB that spans Tenmile Creck. We continued west on RLL 221, under 179.
then onto Rt 19 north. There is a bar called Rinky Dinks on your lefl, and shortly after this bar we turned right on Sr. 2020, crossing a large
concrete bridge. The Bailey CB is ofT to the right. about 3/4 mile past the turn, N40 01.265 W80 11.744. 1 missed it because [ had
understood that it was in Marianna - Ralph found it and I turned back afier 1 lost him in my rear view mirror... This last bridge had
interesting. load-bearing arches, hand-hewn out of oak, pieced together from 6 - 8 foot sections rather than the usual King or Queen posts -

fascinating engineering design, making it the highlight of our day. g
The return trip was uneventful - slabbed it back on 179. 10 covered bridges in an easy. 8-hour ride. Great weather, great company. great
pictures and memories.
g
i

BRIDGES IN THE MIST?

The 3/27/04 East Breakfast Ride
by Ralph Meyer

OK. Determined not to be late to breakfast this time. L.. a)left home for King’s on 286 at 7:50AM, b) stopped only momentarily at the
Sheetz across the river from New Kensington to top off the RT’s tank, and. especially. ¢) paid absolutely NO attention to the GPS Vs
directions that, the last time, took me to 22, then wanted me to get on the tumnpike in order to get to 286N to King's for the East Breakfast
Ride. This time to the GPS V., using Gen’'| McAuliff”’s famous answer to the guy who wanted him to surrender Bastogne during the Battle
of the Bulge. I said. “Nuts!” went my own way and got to King’s 20 minutes carly. After dehelmeting, degloving, and de-whatever-clse-ing
I sat on the edge of the bike's seat, waited. and watched 286 and the King's driveway like a hawk, hoping to see other 4 Winds riders shortly.
A red bike did come in the driveway below with a fellow wearing a matching riding outfit but he disappeared from sight, and I figured
(happily mistakenly I found out) he was a kid on a crotch rocket just doing a U-tum through the parking lot to go back south on 286. Another
10 mintues passed and | saw black shoulders topped by a
silver helmet flowing up 286. “Ahal,” I said to myself.
“Sonny!” But then it seemed an eternity passed before the
black outfitted, silver-helmeted fellow appeared in the lower
driveway. I waved, the rider nodded, disappeared behind
parked vehicles and soon reappeared heading in my direc-
tion around the end of the line of parked cars in the lot. It
was indeed Cap’n Robison, the muted puttering of the
R1200 as it approached being music to my ears.

Soon, we were joined by the fellow with the red outfit
I'd thought was a guy on a crotch rocket... Lo and behold., it
was Ted Sohier, And the Rocket was his snazzy red K-bike
which he’d parked elsewhere in the lot. As we three walked
down to the Kings, we saw two more helmeted bikers flow
by on 286, and soon Leo and Holly Marcheck appeared
around the end of King’s off Presque Isle Drive. Sonny
and | pointed to where we'd left our bikes, and soon Leo
and Holly’s K and R bikes had joined them. We hadn’t
seen Walt Halaja although he’d e-mailed me he was pretty
sure he'd be coming, so we went on into King's, waited a
bit for Walt, then ordered and enjoyed breakfast. By the
time we were done, Walt still hadn’t arrived. so we headed
out. After arrival home around suppertime, I found an e-

e K

mail from Walt's nice ‘roommate,” Mathilde, saying he was not feeling well.

Sonny had mentioned that it was supposed to rain toward the south so that maybe we ought to wend our way northwards, as there the day,
despite being grey and misty (play me “heavy misty'!) so far that moming, was supposed to clear up and be nice later on. Fortunately, this
time the prognosticators of the weather persuasion turned out to be right. We began the ride north, having decided to seek out the bridges
in Indiana county, Sonny leading us up Rte 286 through Saltsburg and on to Indiana, the home of that well known school, Indiana University
of Pennsylvania (Eat-cher heart out, Indiana University of Indiana!). Passing the University. we picked up Rie 954 and headed Northwest
out of town about four or five miles, hanging a left onto SR4002 where 954 goes right and Northeast. Sonny. Ted, and | rode right past the
road (TR414) to the Thomas Ford Bridge, a view of it sceming to be blocked by a railroad overpass.  Leo, however, spied the bridge and he
and Holly halted, figuring we'd eventually notice their absence...  which, a mile or two down the road, we did. Sonny pulled over and Ted



The Way We Were Back When -- continued

and [ followed. Preity soon, Leo rode up to us and told us he'd seen the bridge. We did a U-turn, and headed back and turned ol down the
little dirt road through the underpass. No sooner had we gone under the railroad than there the bridge was, through a little woods and around
a curve across a licld from us. We rode through it. turned around. parked the bikes, and explored the bridge, getting some good pictures of
this well-kept span.

At that point. Leo and Holly left us, as they had to get back to Pittsburgh, so. wishing one another continued sale journey, Leo and Holly
headed back south, and Sonny, Ted, and 1 soldiered on Northwards. Returning to Rte 954, we followed it for another 5 or 6 miles tumning
onto SR4006 when we reached it. Since [ had the bridges marked as waypoints in the GPS V, Sonny waved me ahead to lead, thinking we
might find them casier. He needn’t have, as, topping a bit of a rise a mile or two along, one could see first the Trusal, then the Harmon’s, as
they both cross South Branch but a little over half a mile from one another.

These bridges we couldn’t ride through, as they’d been taken out of vehicular service, with stout posts planted at their entrances on both
sides to prevent anything but pedestrian traffic or bicycles from going aboard. The roads they once served, meantime. had been routed
around them and across South Branch on ye auld usual open air plain-jane concrete and steel spans. The Trusal was a nice bridge. in good
shape, while the Harmon’s leaned a bit left toward haywire... the result of advancing age and strong West Winds perhaps? We got some nice
pictures of both bridges, riding to the road next to each, in turn. Ted discovered that some had certificates and notices regarding their
historicity stapled inside their entrances, so we examined them too.

By then, it was early afternoon, and Sonny, ever the good tour leader, and unfailingly equipped with a vast store of information on
goodies around Western Pa, said he knew of a great restaurant in Smicksburg that would provide a fine repast for hungry bikers, so. with the
Sonny again in the lead, we returned to 954 and headed North through Amish country to Smicksburg. enjoying the vistas of neatly kept farms
and implements from a quieter era.  We discovered the Amish, however, are not unlike motorcyclists when it comes to keeping the last speck
of dust, if possible, off one’s machine, as we passed an Amish hausfrau busily a-work with soapy pail, rag, and brush, scrubbing the family
one-horspower buggy. sides, top, spokes, and all. Cleanliness, after all, says the old saw, is next to godliness! She appeared well determined
to have the means to prove it!

Upon arrival in Smicksburg, a lovely little Pennsylvania Victorian town, we parked at the post office just across the alley from Thee
Village Eatinghouse (that’s right, ‘Thee’—it’s not a typo!). Had we not been hungry before, there was no way, upon entering the Eatinghouse
and passing the display case of pies, cakes, strudels, and other assorted yummies, we would not have been made ravenous! We ate out on the
screened porch, all three of us choosing to test out their pulled pork on Kaiser roll sandwiches with pasta salad and pickle. That was the kind
of test I like! Makes me hungry again just to think about it. Sonny had said that he and Peg sometimes drive up there just to enjoy a meal
at that restaurant. After that lunch, there was no need to ask him why. Next door to the Eatinghouse there was a sort of Antique store cum
fudge confectionaire’s — country style, of course. Sonny said they had great fudge, but we passed on that, being well-filled already at the
Eatinghouse.

We had one bridge in Indiana county left to go. the Kintersburg, to the Southeast of Smicksburg. So, Sonny leading, we headed back
south on 954, hung a left onto 85, following it again through lovely country onto 119 South at Home, to Gableton, whence we picked up
SR 1005 toward Kintersburg. After a mile or so, there was the Kintersburg Covered Bridge on our right alongside T512.

As with the Trusal and Harmon’s; the Kintersburg has been taken out of vehicular service, again with the standard pilings driven in the
ground at both entrances to prevent ought but pedestrian traffic, though the Kintersburg also had nicely painted lattice screens stretched
between the pilings. Pictures taken, we walked around in the bridge examining its construction, and the certificates inside the entrance.

Having explored the bridge, we returned to 119 South and picked up 286 East of Indiana, following that route through Indiana and south.
After Saltsburg, we swung onto 380 for variety and followed it back toward our original jumping off spot. I left and headed West for home
at Sardis Road, while Sonny and Ted continued South on 380 for the Parkway, and their homes.

Were the bridges in the mist? Nope. We were... In the moming... Off and on... for maybe the first hour or so on the road after leaving
King’s following breakfast, but afier that, the weather turned out progressivly better and better and became fully a bluebird day, and, aside
from Indiana, which gave a nice, slow, stop-light punctuated break from the lovely sweepers we’d been enjoying, there was little traffic on
our route. Riding to bridges in excellent company on great roads under puffy clouds and a blue sky... combine those ingredients with some
fine meals, and a day just doesn’t get any better than that.

&

CoVERED BRIDGES IN WASHINGTON COUNTY

By Jiirgen Brune

Ralph Meyer and | met on April 6 to visit some of the many covered bridges in Washington County.

Starting on Rt. 50 from Bridgeville, 1 led out west to Hickory and turned on Rt. 18 north. “Covered Bridge Road™ turns off 18 to the east.
It is an casy dirt road, both coarse and fine gravel, and was nice and dry on this sunny spring morning. The road leads past several farms and
homesteads to the Krepps CB just before the intersection with Sr. 4015, crossing Raccoon Creek. GPS N40.34073 W80.33117. (Note:
After meeting and talking to a bunch of GPS folks this week, they convinced me that the decimal degrees format is best and easiest for
reporting coordinate locations, rather than degrees — minutes — seconds.tenths or degrees — minutes.thousandths. 1 found out that most
Internet maps use decimal coordinates as well.  Those formats can be set on your GPS, if you need assistance, email me jurgen(@brune.ws.)
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The Way We Were Back When -- continued

We lollowed Sr. 4015 south back to Rt. 50 west on good black-
top (could have figured this out earlier to avoid the dirt, but would
have missed out on the fun).

I finally get it, Don: This covered bridge thing will turn the 4W
members into decent dirt riders at the end of the year. Thanks for a
great idea and opportunity!

About 1.5 miles west of the Rt. 18 south turnoff we made a left
onto Sr. 4035 south. Again, casy dirt riding, though the tracks were
rutted oul decply. and the middle mound was covered with
coarse gravel. The road was lined with beer and
pop cans, as well as plastic bottles. stuck
on the branches of trees and bushes
on both sides. Almost looked like
artwork...

After almost 2 miles. we
made a left at the “T” onto
Cross Creck Road. The Wil-
son Bridge spans Cross
Creek after 0.1 miles on the
left — The cover is gone, and
the wooden trusses were
replaced by massive steel I-
beams whose red paint prob-
ably indicates they had origi-
nally been used to strengthen the
covered bridge that once graced
this location. The road surface ap-
pears to be original. Apparently, the
bridge burned down in 2003, GPS
N40.25974 W80.37785. For you fishermen out
there — this seems to be a great fishing spot with a lake cast of
the bridge.

We returned to Rt. 50 the way we came, continuing west to
Meadowceroft Museum north of Avella. Sr. 4018 or Meadowcroft
Road is well marked from Avella and leads to this famous old farm
museum. We parked in the main lot and walked to the Pine Bank
CB. GPS N40.28809 W80.49018. The sign on the bridge had the
toll rates: Wagon with 4 horses $.25. 2 horses - $.15. 1 horse - $.10.
Had we been able to cross it with our bikes. we wondered for how
many horses they would have charged us?

The bridge appears to have been re-located because there is no
major creek it crosses, just a small ravine with intermittent runoff.
(Editor’s Note: An absolutely correct deduction: the bridge formerly
spanned Tom’s Run in Greene County and was moved to this loca-
tion in 1962 to be part of the museum according to Evans and Evans’s
Pennsvivania s Covered Bridges.)

Number 4 was the Sawhill CB along Ri. 221. We returned to
Avella. where 1 had a bit of trouble finding my way to Rt. 231 south.
We ended up going northeast on Cross Creek Hill Road.  After about
a mile | recognized my error (thanks to Garmin) and wmned back,
finally heading south on Rt. 231. Afier crossing Rt. 331 west of
Brush Run. Rt. 221 turns off southeast.  We passed 2 serious slope
slides that had consumed half the road and found the Sawhill CB
about 2 miles past the turnoff. It crosses Buftalo Creek at GPS
N40.18020 WR0.41602.

We continued south on Rt 221 10 US 40 west. 1o West Alexander.

Looking for the Mays CB, we briclly ventured into Wild and Won-
derful West Virginia, guided by a lawnmowing lady who had as-
sured us that we were on the right track. Since we did not have any
map or info on WV bridges. we turned back afler about 3 miles and
asked again. This time, a friendly neighbor pointed us in the right
direction — Sr. 3023 crossing under | 70. 2 miles past 170, Sr. 3023
turns sharply east at a “T”". We made a right and followed the un-
named. paved road west along Middle Wheeling Creek for 0.5 miles
to the Erkskine CB. GPS is N40.06663 W80.51631. On the way
back, I almost ran over a chicken (crossing the road -
why?)  This reminded me of several
chicken episodes in Sumatra, Indo-
nesia. in 1988, where the going rate
for damage payment to the owner
was 55...
We finally found number 6,
the Mays / Blancy CB after
backtracking north on Sr.
3023. We followed the
GPS map, turning right
onto a gravel road that
i looked like someone’s
driveway just before crossing

under I 70. This 0.4-mile
\ shurlcut led us to Waynesburg
j7 Road where we made a right, go-
ing south again. Afler a mile of
nice dirt road. we found the bridge
at GPS N40.08845 W80.48756. On
the way back. I found myself chasing a rac-
coon who escaped up the bank of the gravel road.

We slabbed it back on 1 70 to the Claysville exit. where we had
lunch at King’s (for lack of better options.) The girl at the cashier
was excited to tell us that she had just purchased an 800cc Suzuki
Intruder Volusia and already put 120 miles on it. She was scheduled
to take the MSF class in two weeks....watch oul.

To get to number 7. we rode into Claysville to pick up Rt 231
south for about 6 miles. The road makes a sharp left uphill at the
State maintenance yard, We turned right at the bottom of this hill
onto T414 west to arrive at the site of the Brownlee CB after 0.4
miles. The bridge was out — all we found were two of the massive.
12x12 inch oak beams that served as roadblocks. The Templeton
Fork of Big Wheeling Creek had been bridged by a concrete slab
next to the CB location, GPS N40.04391 W80.39759.

We crossed over that new bridge. continuing west on T414 for
about 0.3 until we found a nice. unnamed dirt road that led us north
towards number 8. the Danley CB. Afier about 1.5 miles of coarse
gravel, we hit Bumsville Ridge road, nicely paved. continuing west.
The paved road tumns left afler 0.5 miles. but my GPS told us to go
straight — back on the dirt road. It was a steep descent, 300 11 eleva-
tion over 1 mile, to get to the bridge. GPS N40.05529 W80.43935,
crossing Robinson Fork of Wheeling Creek..

There arc scveral more bridges in that general arca so we will
need to come back. For this day, we were done — returned to Claysville
via some more. interesting gravel roads. just following the GPS. and
then slabbed it home.
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UrcoMING EVENTS--THANKS TO DIANE PEARS FOR THE LIST!!

MOA WEEKEND GETAWAY — FonTANA DAM, NC — APprIL 25 - 27
http://bmwmoa.org/Calendar/ArtMID/3209/ArticlelD/403/Let%E2%80%99s-Do-It-Again.aspx
We are glad to be returning for another Weekend Getaway this spring in the scenic mountains of western North Carolina. The event will
again be held at the beautiful Fontana Village Resort located in Fontana Dam, NC, so mark your calendars now for the weekend of April 25-
27. This beautiful and historic resort is nestled in the hills of beautiful western North Carolina and adjacent to the towering Fontana Dam
along NC 28 (N35 26.218 W83 49.468).

BIKE BLESSINGS
(Warning: these are just for fun. They do NOT increase safety, skill, or gas mileage, nor prevent flats. For Safety, sharpen your riding skills for free [&
no ‘offerings’ are taken either!!], see the following URL for full information: http://www.livefreeridealive.com/.)
Alliance church blessing of the Bikes - Murrysville, PA — Sun. April 27
4130 Old William Penn Hwy., Murrysville, PA 15668 (724) 327-7206
http://murrysvillealliancechurch.org/#/biker-ministry/blessing-of-the-bikes
11:00 AM church service, all are welcome.
12:30 PM Raising of the flag, national anthem, honoring military and emergency personel, prayer for safety. FREE coffee and donuts. Arrive
early, lot fills fast.

7th Annual Bike Blessing — Carnegie Preshyterian Church — Saturday, May 3

219 Ewing Rd., Carnegie, PA 15106, (412) 279-3223

http://www.cpcriders.org/ and http://pittsburghbiker.com/may.html

The CPC Riders of Carnegie Preshyterian Church is holding their 7th Annual Bike Blessing on Saturday, May 3rd. Registration at 10:00am
and blessing at 11:00am. We had over 150 motorcycles attend last year. Following the blessing there is a ride through the countryside
with returning back to the church for a picnic. Lots of food, music, giveaways and fellowship with all. All you need is a full tank of gas!
Join us! Rain date is set for Saturday, May 10th.

Allegheny Mountain Top — Word of Grace Blessing of the Bikes — Sunday May 4

686 German Hill Rd., Tionesta, PA 16353 (814) 755-3691

The blessing is held the 1st Sunday in May every year, rain or shine. Several hundred to several thousand attend every year depending on
the weather. A little country church located on top of German Hill has hosted this event for many years. Actual 20 min. blessing starts
about 3 pm. Bikes start arriving by mid-morning. http://www.meetup.com/ErieRoadRiders/events/143926942/

EurOPEAN RIDER’S RALLY - MAY 16 - 18
http://www.bmwmcon.org/rally.php
The rally site is a beautiful city park on the banks of the Cumberland river just east of downtown Burkesville. Riders from all over the
country gather to enjoy some of the best riding in Kentucky and Tennessee. Rally Chair - ridersrally@bmwmcon.org
GPS coordinates: 36.788219, -85.367361 Click here for a map

Tour de Cure — Sunday May 18
Seneca Valley High School, 128 Seneca School Road Harmony PA 16037
http://main.diabetes.org/site/TR/TourdeCure/
TourAdmin?pgentry&dr_id=9357&utm source=Offline&utm medium=Prini&Lim content=pitisburghiourdeoure&uim campaign=TDC&S Stvanity&s subsric=pitishurghiourdecure
Tour de Cure is in need of motorcyclists to volunteer their time on event day. The motorcyclist’s main job is to patrol the course, , traveling
to and from rest stops to monitor road or rider issues and to ensure the safety of all participants.
More Info — http://pittsburghbiker.com/event_logos/tour%20de%20cour%20flyer.pdf

2014 BMW RA Rarry — May 29 - Junel

Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, AL

http://bmwra.org/news/national-rally

If you’ve never been to the Barber, you will be amazed. The Barber Motorsports Park is a 740 acres multi-purpose racing facility located on
the eastern fringes of Birmingham, Alabama, USA near Leeds. It was built by George Barber, and includes the Barber Vintage Motorsport
Museum. The collection is the largest of its kind in the world.

AMERICADE — LAKE GEORGE, NY — JuNeE2-7
http://americade.com/
Americade is the world’s largest multi-brand motorcycle touring rally, attracting over 100,000 annually. Come for the day or for the week to
the “Best Riding Event in the U.S.” with the most factory demos, a massive motorcycle expo, lots of incredible motorcycle events and
more amazing rides than any other event in the country!

12tH ANNUAL LAUREL HiIGHLANDS BMW RiDERs CaMPOUT — JUNE 13 -15
http://Ihbmwr.com/page4.html
Pioneer Park Campground, Somerset, Pa
Father’s Day Weekend. Bring Dad, bring the kids!
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R90S RaLLy, SpeciAL 40TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT — JUNE 20 - 22

Bucks County, PA

http://bmwmoa.org/Calendar/ArtMID/3209/ArticlelD/415/R90S-Rally-Special-40th-Anniversary-Event.aspx

For all you R90S aficionados. Limited to the first 100 preregistered attendees. Located in rural, historic and beautiful Bucks County, Pa..
Hosted by enthusiast, collector and curator Tony Karas. His barn museum, full of vintage motorbikes and motorcars, will be on display.
Much is planned, including a 100-mile “Scenic Covered Bridge Tour” and a tech session presentation by respected, well known and
long-time BMW mechanic Karl Myers.

AMA VINTAGE MoOTORCYCLE DAYS AT MID OHIO TRACK — JurLy 11-13
http://www.midohio.com/Schedule/AMA-Vintage-Motorcycle-Days-2014

Tor O" THE Rockies RALLY — Paonia, CoLorADO Jury 17 - 20

http://bmwmcc.org/tor_rally.php

The premiere riding event of the year is now in its 43rd year. “Top O’ the Rockies Rally” is sure to have something for everyone. From two
nights of entertainment (Friday and Saturday), a complimentary dinner, the beer garden, wine tours, and plenty of food and merchandise
vendors.

VINTAGE MOTORBIKE SHOW AT PITTSBURGH VINTAGE GRAND Prix — Jury 19 - 20

2014 Weekend at Schenley Park - Marquee this year is the “Mini”
http://www.pvgp.org/motorbikes/

BuckeYE SUPERBIKE RACES AT MID OnHio TRack — Jury 19 - 20, 2014
http://www.midohio.com/Schedule/Buckeye-Superbike-Weekend-2014

BMW MOA 42nD INTERNATIONAL RALLY — St. PAur, MN - Jury 24 - 27

http://omwmoa.org/TheRally.aspx
You’re all invited to enjoy “Rollin’ by the River” at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Roll on in to Minnesota’s capital city, and visit St.
Paul and Minnesota’s 10,000 lakes.

FINGERLAKES BMW RaALLY — LABOR DAY WEEKEND, AUG. 29 - SEPT. 1

http://www.fingerlakesbmw.org/rally/index.php
Watkins Glen State Park Hidden Valley Group Camp
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Vintage Motorbike Show | July 19-20

at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix - July 11-20, 2014
. y :

Motorbikes at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix and the Western PA
Moto Guzzi Owners Club are pleased to announce that the Ohio Valley
BSA Club will be co-hosting our Vintage Motorbikes event this year, and
they will be featuring the beautiful BSA Motorcycles of Britain.

REGISTER NOW
@ PVGP Website

Posters & Tshirts

In keeping with the spirit of the Pittsburgh Vintage

arand Prix, all Classic, Vintage, Antique and Historic

file://C |/Users/Ralph/Docume nks/Wind sBMWRidars M ewskatte r2 01 4-05-May/ Motorbikes2 0@ %2 0P 0P 202004, him[4/2 172014 5:38:28 PM)
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Racing motorbikes are invited to participate in the
PVGEP 201y International Show at Schenley Park.

So whether vou're a fan of the Brits, Bavarians, talians
ar the good ol Americans youw'll be staked to join yaur
two-wheel brethren at Matorbikes at the 201y
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix

Registration includes: '—D:‘Jf‘i?}'i.'lf,'_' i v
; ' Vintage Motarbike
Exclusive matorcycle entrance to the park - r

_F'| 1 AT n = -|I i ]
Parking in the motoreycle paddock and picnic grounds Show Date & Hours
Access to the Motorbikes at the PYGP hospitality tent
Entry into the People's Cholce bike show

Complimentary kickstand plate

Prix Information

Participate!

IF yous, ar

Location
Exclusive motorcycle emtrance into the park is at East Circwit Rd. and Darlington Rd. in
Squirrel Hill

SCHENLEY CLUN MDUsST
HOTONBINE BH T34 RCE
CATHEDRAL OF LILARS W
CANRERCIE HELLOR UsivEDS|TY
WESTI RIHOUSE FOUMTASS

P s O R YA T oEY

SCHEMLEY DR

¥ FIHISH LIKE

--F--‘---h-_i‘"%ﬂ
BOULEVARD OF THE ALLIES
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

How po I join
Four WinDs BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $20 per year for pri-

mary membership, and $10 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.
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DIRECTIONS TO THE MAY MEETING RIDES:
The May 17th, 2014 meeting will be held beginning around 5:30 PM** at
the Double Wide Grill, 100 Adams Shops Strip Mall Rte 228, Mars Twp.;
GPS Coordinates: N40.68795 W80.05632.

The Ride From the North will be led by Ed Syphan and will leave at 3:00
PM from the Exxon station on Rte 68 just west of the 1-79 Rte 68
Zelienople exit; GPS Coordinates: N40.80253 W80.12058.

The Ride From the South will be led by Adrian Marini and will leave at
3:00 PM from the Getgo station on Rte 51 just South of I-70’s Rte 51
Exit in Belle Vernon; GPS Coordinates: N40.15203 W79.77426.

Maps of ride start locations are at the bottom of page 13.

**The Board will meet AFTER the club meeting.




