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SEPT. MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
Sept. 20, 2014 at Leo Stanton’s home
in Finleyville from 4–7 PM.  Hot
dogs, hamburgers, and drinks will be
provided.  Members are asked to
bring side dishes, appetizers, and
deserts.  Members are asked to bring
appetizers, side dishes, and desserts
according to your last name: A-H: side
dish; I-P: appetizer; Q-Z: dessert.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2014

President – Adrian Marini
almarini@verizon.net

Vice President – Diane Pears
724-656-1239

timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer – John Humphrey
412-897-1903

humphreyjohnj@gmail.com

Corres. Sec’y – Joyce Elk
724-935-2062

jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y – Marge
Humphrey

412-897-1904
margehumphrey@msn.com

Director – Jeff Harlich
jharlich@comcast.net

Director – Ralph Meyer
meyer@zoominternet.net

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
The Four Winds Rally was a
success and I wish to thank all
of the volunteers that made the
experience as enjoyable as the
weather.  There were 184
people that stayed for the Sat-
urday evening meal and I think
the changes to the menu were
well received.  The design and
operation of the T-shirts was
excellent and the last count of
prepaid shirts ordered after
sell-out of most sizes was 34
shirts.

The September meeting at
Leo Stanton’s house is a great
place to relax, see friends and
plan the future of Four Winds
BMW Rider’s Club.  The
Club needs new people to par-
ticipate on the board to con-

JOIN THE

FUN:  BE A
2015 BOARD

MEMBER

VOLUNTEER!
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Sept. Meeting: Sept. 20; Oct.
issue deadline: Tues., Sept.
23rd).  Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

2014 SHACKS
Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for any
Shack locations and dates to help
keep ‘em rolling!

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Sept.:
Sun, Sept. 7 — North at King’s

Family Restaurant, I-79 & Rt
910/VIP Drive., 10:00 AM

Sat, Sept. 13 — West at Bob
Evans, Rt 60 & Campbell’s
Run Rd, 9:00 AM

Sun, Sept. 21 — South at Eagles
Landing, Rostraver Airport,
Rte 51, 10:00 AM

Sat, Sept. 27 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

MEETING SCHEDULE

2014
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

September 20, 2014, 4-7 PM —
Leo Stanton’s Home

October 18, 2014, 2-4 PM — John
& Marge Humphrey’s, State
Road, Valencia

November 15, 2014 — Corner-
stone Grille, Aspinwall

December, 2014 — No Meeting
January, 2015 — 4 Winds Annual

Banquet

tinue the Newsletter, New
Bethlehem Rally and other
ride/social events.  This time
of year older members worry
about the club continuing, so
consider stepping up to be a
board member to maintain this
great way to meet friends with
the same love of riding mo-
torcycles that let you explore
North America and beyond.

ENJOY THE RIDE

ADRIAN

RALLY AWARDS WENT TO:
Longest Distance Female: Marina Ackerson

342 mi.
Longest Distance Male: Kelly Hiett 1,525

mi.
Youngest Rider: Maddie Ritter 18 yrs.
Oldest Rider: Bob Kochenour 81 yrs.
Oldest BMW Ridden: Ron Crookston 1962
Oldest Combination Bike & Rider Ridden:

Ron Crookston 52 + 75 = 127 yrs.
Longest Distance Couple Ridden 2-Up:

George & Carolina



3

2014 RALLY PICTURES
By photographer, Diane Pears.  Many thanks for the great pictures, Diane!  More on the following pages...
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2014 Rally Pictures continued
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2014 Rally Pictures continued--with some of Syphoon’s Friday Supper Ride
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COOLSPRING ENGINE MUSEUM PICTURES
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COOLSPRING ENGINE MUSEUM
by Ralph Meyer

Every year I’ve noticed on Garmin’s computer
Mapsource program that comes with their
GPS units and that allows one to plan rides
on computer and download them to the unit
the proximity of the Coolspring Enging Mu-
seum to our rally location.  Every year, al-
though the museum volunteers seem to have
the museum open on the Saturday and Sun-
day of the 4 Winds rally, I’ve not gotten over
there.  I decided this year not to pass up again
the opportunity to peruse the museum, so on
Satuirday, I left the rally for my room at the
Brick House’s adjunct Mahoning Apartments
to drop off a few things, and then left the room
around 10:30 or so, letting my Garmin Zumo
GPS unit be my guide from there to the mu-
seum..

What a ride!  This area is another place
where it seems the roads were laid out by a
snake whose tongue had been too long lick-
ing up some hidden moonshiner’s left over
drippings.  The narrow roads curled back and
forth and up and down, not to mention all
around, with some momentary beautiful views
from the top of tall hills of miles of the sur-
rounding countryside before the road dropped
deep into a valley to run along a roaring creek
that was giving the rocks in it a good white-
water splashing!  What amounted to about 14
miles as the crow flies at maybe 40-45 mph,
turned into 25 at an average of 30 mph, ac-
cording to the track record in my Zumo.  Lots
of stop and gos and turns.  Lots of twists.  I
left for what I thought was about a 20 minute
ride and wound up at the museum eventually
45 minutes later.  I was sure glad I wasn’t in a
hurry to get there.  The ride was certainly
worth it for the scenery and the road, and so

was the museum for all the engines, and for
the chance to hear again several big old hit-
and-miss gas engines doing their thing.  What
was also neat, if one had the time to join and
go along with it, was that a member of the
museum (they’re all volunteers) was leading
a tour of the place and providing those who
went on the tour with detailed descriptions of
the various engines and their interesting pe-
culiarities and operational specifics.. The va-
riety of 19th and early 20th century engineer-
ing on these old one and occasionally 2 or 4
cylinder engines was marvelous, and I figure
a trip there again another year will certainly
be more than worthwhile.  I found out too,
when I pulled in, that a couple of other rally
attendees had found the place also as there
were a couple of Beemers already parked
when I got there.  Later on I ran into and had
a nice chat with another of our Rallyers who
had himself just arrived when I was heading
back to the scoot to take off for a (very) late
lunch.  I thought the $6.00 entrance fee very
worth paying for what there is to see, and plan
to spend another 6 bucks another year.,

RALPH

P.S. The pictures on the previous page are but
a smattering of the machines there.  I suspect
there are nearly, or perhaps, over, a hundred
different sorts of old engines.

SAFETY BIT

Watch out for snakes.... no, not the slinky scaly beady-
eyed rattle-tailed kind, but macadam’s shiny tarry
kind.  They can be as slippery as a greased pig.  Hot
cornering on ‘em can lead to a go-down.  Keep riding
by playing it safe:  run over ‘em carefully especially
on corners, on a hot day, or when wet—they may
not be alive, but they can bite!
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On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.
Portersville Steam Show Web site--the steam show is put on around 3 times a year.  Check out the site to see when the

next one is.  It’s a neat destination.  The URL is: http://www.portersvillesteamshow.org/

NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

AUGUST, 2014
Pictures by Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic, text by Ralph Meyer

Well Maudie, it went down this-a-way.  I checked the Whether Ma-
vens, and they said “Fog and Cloudy in the morning; Thunderstorms
developing early afternoon.”  Yep.  Fog.  Looked foggy outside all
morning.  About 9:15, put on the ‘Shock the Cagers awake Yellow”
Firstgear Swiss-Cheeser jacket I got from our buddy, Tom “the Hi-
Viz guy” Furey, and backed the scoot out of the garage.  Oh yeah!
Fog!  What appeared on the windscreen while I rolled closed the
garage door was what might be called ‘Heavy Fog.’  Pretty soon, the
heavy fog on the windscreen and face shield was collected by the
riding breeze into drops that would roll off the top of the screen to

keep my freshly shaved chin damp and cool.  By the time I hit Rte 19
coming across 910 from East to West, the ‘Heavy Fog’ had segued
into a drizzle and continued from thence, betime I got to King’s, into
a nice, solid, soaking, full-scale rain our friends, the farmers, always
love.  No doubt about it!  As I pulled into King’s, Ron Kranz was
coming across the parking lot, with no bike in sight.  He looked dry.
Having parked the scooter, and got the bucket and gloves into the top
box, Don Chembars appeared to congratulate me for riding, as he
and Kim, who was keeping a dry spot under the side roof by King’s
front door for us to chat a bit without getting wetter, had come in 4
wheels due to lightning and thunder when they left their place.  He
would have ridden otherwise, and knowing Don, I know he would
have—but with Donnerwetter, 4 wheels are wise!  While under that
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FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
Stuff for F800ST:  26” tall Parabellum Windshield, Touratech crash bar set, Bar Back, BMW Tank Bag.  Windshields are

clear and already have Velcro strips for attaching EZPass Transponder.  Rick Mayer heated Pilot Seat for 2006 K1200GT.
Asking half new price (or less).  Make an offer on any or all items. Contact: meyer@zoominternet.net .

Big Al Vangura’s Kymco for sale:  W:e are selling Big Al’s Kymco Scooter.  If you are interested or know anyone that would
want to purchase this scooter, please contact us or pass this message on.  This is a 2009 Kymco 250 Ri Scooter.  We are asking
$3,500 or best offer  -  It has on it 19,940 miles, and includes an extra long wind shield, Special brake light, cover, and Top
trunk.  If interested, please call:  724-736-2884 or 724-557-0802.  Dee Vangura.  Please see the pictures of it and its accesso-
ries on page 16 of the March 2013 newsletter.

bit of roof, along in the rain came Frank and the famous Beatrous
KLR and pretty soon we all made it around the corner into the door
to King’s nice dry interior where we discovered ReddyK and Jack
Bramkamp already awaiting us at the table in the front room.  They’d
already lined up plenty of hot coffee.  Just the medicine on a rainy
day that we needed!

For a
moment it
appeared we
seven were
the whole
crew, but the
troops kept
on pouring
in:  John
Allen, Vince
G i a n e t t i ,
Tom Furey,
D a v e
McLaughlin,
Sean Barrett, and Ed Tatters, to make up a nice, full Baker’s Dozen.
Although Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic had invited the Pittsburgh Scooter
club to join us as the 4 Winds Scooter Squad had joined them a
month ago, no one from the scooter club showed.  OK.  Well, maybe
next time.  Dave McLaughlin said he’d had his Piaggio out to their

breakfast
Saturday
and did a
nice ride
to Racoon
State Park
and rode
around the
l a k e ,
eventually
w i n d i n g
up at a
nice Hot
D o g
Stand.  He

said the day was a beautiful one for riding.  Another no-show this
morning was Walt Halaja.  He’d planned to come; even rode Trav-
eler to his church’s 8:00 service, but when the preacher stopped
preachin’ and the singin’ and what have you was done, it was light-
ning and thundering outside and the rain was pouring down.  He
decided the better part of valor was to grab breakfast and coffee at
the church—he said it was at bargain basement prices—and just

headed home later when the weather lightened up.  We missed him
and a bunch of others who usually are with us.  Ron did the outside
picture honors, and as almost half of us rode, he wanted a shot of the
bikes along with the attendees.  Check out the pictures.

Oh yeah...And a bit of strong neat rumor was floating around
thanks to
those that
attended
the MOA
r a l l y —
S e a n ,
Ron, et
a l . :
S e e m s
our own
Lady Di
( D i a n e
P e a r s )
won big
at the
MOA rally, having garnered a $7000 prize of a trip to Alaska.  Con-
gratulations, Diane!  From what those who attended the rally who
were at the breakfast said, this weren’t NO rumor a-tall...but just
plain fact!  Way to go, Diane!

Well, rain or not, it was an enjoyable morning, the conversa-
tional volume in the room before the breakfasts arrived attested to
that.  Surprisingly, going home was less wet than coming.  Still wet.
But less than the ride over.  Not bad at all!  Water and all it was still
an enjoyable morning—and the C650GT doesn’t do badly at keep-
ing most of the wet off!  Hot diggety dog!

RALPH

WALT’S BIKE
At least what he wished he had as a kid!
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WEST BREAKFAST RIDE

AUG. 9TH., 2014
CALL TO THE BSA RALLY

by Walt Halaja
About 3 days before the start of the BSA rally in Toronto,Ohio I said
to my Roommate “wife” Mathilde that I’ll bet Dave “2 Spark”
McLaughlin is going
to call & want to ride
out the rally, sure
enough Thur. he
called & said lets do
the West breakfast
then ride out OK?
Mathilde gave me
the nod!!  I posted on
the web-site “to be
there or be square”
as 2 spark likes to
say!  well we had
Frank “professor”
Beatrous, John “Iron
Butt” Allen, Jay “GS
back Roads” Singh,
2 Spark & myself
Walt “4 winds rebel”
Halaja  Wow we
spent 2 hours in Bob
Evans & didn’t get onto the road till 11:00 hrs., hit 2 detours on Old
Steubenville Pike, so if you are going that way, just take the inter-

state!  when we hit Rt. 18 at Florence, Pa. I rode about 1 mile North
to the cemetery to point out a WW11 “Medal of Honor” recipient
John “Joe” Pinter a McKees Rocks native Killed during D-Day land-
ings in France!  I have the article if you care to read it, just contact
me, this only took less than 10 minutes & we were on the road again
& still made the rally in good time just a little over 1 hour, about 43

miles from Bob
Evans.  Parking was
tight & we paid our
$5.00, “Imagine that
$5.00 for a day pass!”
... Nice.  We made
our way thru all the
vendors down to the
grand stand.  Jay
bought a ticket or two
for the raffle bike.
the bike show isn’t
till Sun., so we
missed that, Bum-
mer.  We were able to
watch a little of the
“Reliability Run”
which caught the at-
tention of Jay & I said
if he does it next year
I would ride down to

cheer him on!  Frank & John left together & Jay Dave & me left after
a 2 1/2 hour stay, we split at Rt. 18, Jay went North & I followed 2
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Spark South & we split at Houston, Pa.  2 Spark said it was the best
he felt since last Nov. & thanked us all for going!  He has just fin-
ished another round of chemo, so please keep him in you thoughts &
prayers, he is a fine motorcyclist & fun to be with & we would like to
keep him around till his 90 at least!

WALT
PS  Guess who showed up as we were leaving?  Sure enough it was
Scooter Rudert & his wife, the one I said who has over 300,000
miles on BMW’s!

Shots of the BSA Rally Time Trials
These guys are awesome!

DIGITAL CAMERA LOST
Diane got this note from Todd Lubic, who attended our 4 Winds
Rally:

“I lost an orange digital camera this past weekend at the Redbank
Rally.  I am hoping someone found it.  I was not sure who to contact
. Any help would be appreciated.

Thanks.
Todd Lubic”

Did anyone find an orange digital camera? 
I replied to Todd saying we would ask around.  If none of you

know anything about it, I will contact the Park.
Thanks,  Diane

Should you have found the camera or know if someone did,,please
contact Todd Lubic at rastawheel@yahoo.com .

2015 ABC RALLY INFO
From Don Poremski

I got this info about the time and place of the ABC Rally:  It will be
held May 15-18, 2015 near Orwell Ontario. You can get more infor-
mation by e-mailing rk.ryder@outlook.com .

DON

EUROPEAN BIKE NIGHT

AT THE WEXFORD CHURCH CAR CRUISE
At the European Bike Night for the Wexford Church Car Cruise, 4
Winds was well represented by Ron and Jeanette Latkovic, Jack
Bramkamp & Joyce Elk, Vince Gianetti, Jim Dotson (riding his new
Harley Softail Classic!), Sean Barrett, Leo Stanton & Holly Marchek,
Dan Weaver, Walt Halaja, Dave Manfredo and his friend, Calvin,
and most likely others I didn’t see.  European bikes were well repre-
sented too, what with, of course, a number of various models and
ages of BMWs, Ducatis, Triumphs, and some more exotic types,
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including a nice BSA. There were numerous Harleys, and, I believe
a new Indian or two, some KawaHondazukis, and a Victory or two.
There seemed to be well over 100 bikes present, the location of whose
lineup was conveniently near the concession stands that sported all
kinds of edible goodies, including, believe it or not, brick oven fired
pizza pies—baked in a brick oven on wheels with a roaring wood
fire inside.  The Italian hot and mild sausage sandwiches were to die
for, and one of those was sufficient to fill all the tummy corners
nicely.  Many of us popped into the church’s ‘coffee shop’ that was
outfitted with booths, tables and chairs so one could sit down to
enjoy one’s purchased goodies, and enjoy a chat with the brethren
and sistern.  Unlike other years Walt mentioned where he had gone
to the Car Cruise only to find it had been called off because rain had
been ‘possibly’ predicted by the Whether Men and Ladies, this year
the evening was delightfully clear, sunny, and warm, and the cruise
was definitely and enjoyably on!  I myself never did make it to where
the tons of really nice looking cars were located—they’d put the
bikes around the back of the church, while the cars were all around
front and in the fields surrounding, but one could hear, if not see, the
cars as some were obviously testing out their hemis to see how pow-
erful they could make them sound. Besides, I was more interested in
all the variety of bikes present, and there were loads.  Very few, if
any, of the bikes, save one I heard, came anywhere near the ruckus
the cars occasionally made.  All in all, it was a most enjoyable ‘Car
Cruise’ and well worth attending.

RALPH

IT’S TO LAUGH

THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN
Prepared by ‘Cap’n’ Walt Halaja
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The Way We Were, continued...
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The Way We Were, continued...
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The Way We Were, continued...
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The Saturday, Sept. 20, 2014 club meeting will be held from 4:00 PM to
7:00 PM** at Leo Stanton’s, 3015 Walton Rd in Finleyville, PA, (Ph.. 412-
384-8229).  Hamburgers, hot dogs, and drinks will be provided.  Members
are asked to bring appetizers, side dishes, and desserts according to your
last name: A-H: side dish; I-P: appetizer; Q-Z: dessert.

From Pittsburgh: Take Rt. 51 South out of Pittsburgh.  About 8 miles or so
south of the south end of the Liberty Tunnels, you’ll cross a railroad
track and the Hwy 43/Turnpike.  About .6 mile after the Railroad, take
the Scotia Hollow Rd ‘Y’ to the right to Ridge Rd.  Cross Ridge Rd and
Turn Right onto Walton Rd (Walton dead-ends on Scotia Hollow and is
the next road to the right after Ridge Rd).  Leo’s Driveway, #3015, is
on the right on Walton, after you pass Dale Ln/Rd on the right.  You can
also turn right onto Ridge from Scotia Hollow instead of crossing Ridge,
then left onto Dale Ln/Rd, then right onto Walton, and right into Leo’s,
#3015, driveway.

From the South: Take Rt 51 North, cross the Monongahela River, and get
off at the Ridge Rd Exit after the Mon bridge, taking Ridge Rd West
toward Finleyville.  Turn left onto Dale Ln/Rd, right onto Walton, and
right at Leo’s, #3015, driveway.

**The board will meet after the meeting.
Latitude and Longitude co-ordinates for GPS: N40.27308 W79.93028.

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $20 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $10 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


