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www.4windsbmw.orgMOA # 6 RA # 76

DECEMBER/JANUARY MEETING

INFO
There will be NO meeting held during
December.  The next meeting of the Four
Winds BMW Riders will be the banquet
on Sat., Jan. 17, 2015 at the Hilton Gar-
den Inn, 2000 Garden View Lane, Cran-
berry, PA, 16066 (Tel: 724-591-9024)
from 5:30 PM–11PM, with cash bar, Buf-
fet Supper at 7:00 PM and activities to
follow.  Banquet cost is $25/person.  If
you wish to stay overnight after the ban-
quet, the cost of a room will be $99 plus
taxes.
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President – Adrian Marini
almarini@verizon.net

Vice President – Diane Pears
724-656-1239

timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer – John Humphrey
412-897-1903

humphreyjohnj@gmail.com

Corres. Sec’y – Joyce Elk
724-935-2062

jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y – Marge
Humphrey

412-897-1904
margehumphrey@msn.com

Director – Jeff Harlich
jharlich@comcast.net

Director – Ralph Meyer
meyer@zoominternet.net

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
The November Meeting at the Cornerstone
bar and grille was well attended with nice
weather to lure some motorcycle riders.

This was my last regular meeting as Presi-
dent and I hope that some of the changes made
for more convenient meeting times during the
riding season and riding destinations for
meetings caused more interest in the club to
attend or to become a member.

The January Banquet will be held at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Cranberry, please con-
sider attending and enjoying yourself.

ENJOY THE RIDE

ADRIAN

HAPPY

HOLI-
DAYS!!

AWW, C’MON SANTA--
THAT WASN’T A BMW

RIDER YOU SAW!!!
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Due to Christmas, Janu-

ary articles submitted must be
received by the editor no later
than 6:00 PM on the Tuesday
of the 3rd week of December
(e.g.,  Jan. 2015 issue dead-
line: Tues., Dec. 16th).  Ar-
ticles/Info rec’d after deadline
go in next month’s newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

MEETING SCHEDULE

2014-2015
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

December, 2014 — No Monthly
Meeting

January 17, 2015 — Annual Club
Banquet, 5:30-11 PM, at the
Hilton Garden Inn, 2000 Gar-
den View Lane, Cranberry
Twp., PA 16066

February, 2015 — TBA
March, 2015 — TBA
April, 2015 — TBA
May, 2015 — TBA
June, 2015 — TBA
July, 2015 — TBA
August, 2015 — Friday, August

13 to Sunday, August 15
49th Annual Four Winds
Rally!

September, 2015 — TBA
October, 2015 — TBA
November, 2015 — TBA
December, 2015 — No Monthly

Meeting

2014 SHACKS
Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for any
Shack locations and dates to help
keep us smiling through the win-
ter, and keep ‘em rolling!

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Dec. 7 — North at King’s

Family Restaurant, I-79 & Rt
910/VIP Drive., 10:00 AM

Sat, Dec. 13 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM

Sun, Dec. 21 — South at Eagles
Landing, Rostraver Airport,
Rte 51, 10:00 AM

Sat, Dec. 27 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

< SENTIMENTS OF A TRUE MO-
TORCYCLIST...

Thanks to Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic for the
cute Santa picture on the cover, and this

one!  I don’t know where he gets them from
but that i-Pad of his is delightfully busy!

BTW...on the subject of safety, now that the
winter temps are here, always be careful out
there--because this time of year, it’s slippery
sand and salt on the road not to mention black
ice temperatures time.  Take it easy on blind
curves, you never know what lurks around
them until you can see the road surface.
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FOUR WINDS BMW RIDERS’ CLUB

NOVEMBER MEETING NOTES

NOVEMBER 15, 2015
The Cornerstone Restaurant in Aspinwall was the location for our
monthly meeting.  It was a large turnout with 31 members attending.
We had a new member join the club.  Please welcome John Hetzel of
Valencia.  John and Mary Hetzel were the winners of the 50/50 and
took home $51.00.

The first order of business was the holiday banquet.  It will take place
on January17th at the new Hilton Garden Inn off of Route 228 in Cran-
berry.  Diane Pears and Vince Giannetti are the co-chairs for the event.
A grab bag was suggested instead of our usual raffle.  Everyone attend-
ing please bring a wrapped gift valued at $15.00--See Joyce’s descrip-
tion on p. 13.  The cost for the banquet will be in the range of $25.00.

Just a reminder, there is no meeting in December.  Have a Happy
Thanksgiving!

See you at the banquet.

SUBMITTED BY MARGE HUMPHREY, RECORDING SECRETARY
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NOVEMBER MEETING PICTURES
Thanks to Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic for the pictures!!
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WEBSITE DUES PAYMENT

DUES PAYMENT USING THE NEW WEBSITE AND PAYPAL
When using the 4WindsBMW.org web site, you can pay membership dues by PayPal or a debit or credit card.
We plan on making credit card payment for the annual banquet and Rally registration available soon.

Here are the instructions and steps for paying by PayPal, debit or credit cards.

We are using an annual membership and the dues payment for illustration:

• Sign up for membership by selecting “Membership Form” from the “Home” page.
• Fill out the membership form. Select the type of membership, answer the security question and hit return.
• You will see: “Success!  The next step is to submit payment by PayPal”
• You are automatically redirected to the Pay Pal site where you can specify Membership type.
• This is where you “shop” for the membership type (and other things, eventually).
• Select the membership type
• Then select “Pay with Pay Pal” at the bottom.
• If you want to pay with a PayPal account, just proceed as you would normally.
• If you want to use a credit card, select “Don’t have a PayPal account?”
• Here is where you can fill in your credit or debit card information.
• PayPal is a highly secure site.  Your information is safe.
• When complete, click “PAY” at the bottom.
• A receipt will be sent to your email address.
• The charge will be listed as:” FOURWINDSBMW”
This procedure has been tested many times.  If you have a problem or question, call me (412) 897-1903.

REGARDS,

JOHN

FOR PANCAKE RIDER WANNABEES
Sent in by Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic

Here’s that famous feline, Garfield’s, exemple of the behavior required of those who wish they could join the eminent and famous batallion
of 4 Winds Pancake Riders...
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NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

11/2/2014
While it was a cold morning, the sun was out, and a nice coterie of 4 Winds folks, including John Allen, Frank Beattrous, Jack Bramkamp,
Joyce Elk, Tom Furey, Vince Gianetti, Walt Halaja, Bob Hall, Carl Hartz, new riders—John & Mary Hetzel, Ron Latkovic, Mr. and Mrs.
Larry Morley, Ed Tatters, and I, arrived to enjoy the usual tire kicking, goody munching and general fine fun and camaraderie at the King’s
Family Restaurant on VIP Drive at the I-79 and Rte 910 Wexford exit.  Tom Furey had to leave early as his work was calling him, so he
doesn’t appear in the picture Walt took of us outside by the nice GS, though he and most everyone else are in the various pictures of the
bunch taken by ReddyK in the room Super Bob, the manager of King’s always reserves for us on the first Sunday of the month.  We again
filled the venue up nicely for a most enjoyable morning.

RALPH

A Pancake Rider???
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On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.
First look at BMW S1000XR available in touring trim - from Ron Latkovic: http://www.motorcycle-usa.com/616/

19447/Motorcycle-Article/2015-BMW-S1000XR-First-Look.aspx

FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
Stuff for F800ST:  26” tall Parabellum Windshield, Touratech crash bar set, Bar Back, BMW Tank Bag.  Windshields are

clear and already have Velcro strips for attaching EZPass Transponder.  Rick Mayer heated Pilot Seat for 2006 K1200GT.
Asking half new price (or less).  Make an offer on any or all items. Contact: meyer@zoominternet.net .

Big Al Vangura’s Kymco for sale:  W:e are selling Big Al’s Kymco Scooter.  If you are interested or know anyone that would
want to purchase this scooter, please contact us or pass this message on.  This is a 2009 Kymco 250 Ri Scooter.  We are asking
$3,500 or best offer  -  It has on it 19,940 miles, and includes an extra long wind shield, Special brake light, cover, and Top
trunk.  If interested, please call:  724-736-2884 or 724-557-0802.  Dee Vangura.  Please see the pictures of it and its accesso-
ries on page 16 of the March 2013 newsletter.

2 2015 BIKES
Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic sent in these pictures
of 2 of Bayerische Motoren Werke’s new 2015
offerings.

The top one is the upcoming 2015 version of
the F800R, and the lower is the 2015 K1000XR.
You want to look at one?  Maybe get a test ride?
Check them out as they come in at European Mo-
torcycles of Pittsburgh.



8

4 Winds BMW Riders
Annual Banquet

Hilton Garden Inn
2000 Garden View Lane

Cranberry Twp., PA  16066
Tel:  (724) 591-9024

Saturday, January 17, 2015
Cash Bar Cocktails & Mingling from 5:30 – 7:00 PM

Buffet Dinner from 7:00 – 8:15 PM
Awards & Entertainment from 8:30 – 9:30 PM

Fun & Games from 9:30 - ???

To stay overnight, call the Inn (Phone # above) to reserve your room.
Overnight cost will be $99 + taxes.

——snip——   RSVP before January 10, 2015  ——snip

Number Attending x $25 pp = _____________________________
Names of people Attending:  _______________________________

Mail Check (made payable to:  “4 Winds BMW Riders”) to:

Marge Humphrey,
Treasurer, 4 Winds BMW Riders
180 State Road
Valencia, PA  16059

BANQUET REGISTRATION FORM
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 2015 4-WINDS DUES SUBMISSION FORM:

Member Name:___________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________

Post Office:__________________________________ State:_________ Zip Code:_____________________

Additional Members’ Names (if any):

Associate Members’ Names (if any):

Number of Members’ Dues submitted:  _________ X $20 = $_____________

Number of Associates’ Dues submitted: _________ X $10 = $_____________

                                                                                        Total: $_____________

Liability Waiver (if you have not signed the long form on the next page previously, please do so and send it in to the treasurer with this
page.  You need only sign that one once).  I understand that the Four Winds BMW Riders of Pittsburgh, PA, cannot assume responsibility
for any aspect of my safety.  I also understand that my participation in any Four Winds BMW Riders activity is strictly voluntary, and further,
I release and hold harmless the Four Winds BMW Riders of Pittsburgh Motorcycle Club from any loss to my person or property.

All Applicant(s) Signatures(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make out your dues check for yourself and other members and associates in your family to “4
Winds BMW Riders” and mail it with this completed form to:  (Note that dues can also be paid online
at the club web site)

Marge Humphrey, Treasurer,  4 Winds BMW Riders of Pittsburgh
180 State Road
Valencia, PA 16059
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Print Member’s Name Member’s Signature Date

Print Associate’s Name Associate’s Signature Date

Minor’s Name Parent or Guardian’s Signature Date
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This form may be used as a Beginning or Ending Mileage Report Form, or both. If 
you submitted a beginning report form you need only submit the ending 
mileage(s) before the Friday a week before the banquet  in January of the Coming 
Year.   If you have not yet submitted your beginning mileage(s) for this year and 
did not submit the ending mileage(s) for last year, submit your beginning 
mileage(s) now!  If you did neither and it is the end of the year, then submit BOTH 
your beginning and ending mileage(s) on this form.  Be sure to date the form!!! 
Note: your previous year’s Dec. 31 mileage(s), if sent in, will be your beginning 
mileage(s) as of Jan 1, of this year!  If so, you need only submit your ending 
mileage(s) at the end of this year.  
 

Four Winds Mileage Contest 
  

 

 
Mileage Form – for the Current Year 

  
Name: ___________________________________ Date:_________________ 
  
Address: _________________________________ 
  
City: _____________________________________ 
  
State: ____________ Zip: _____________ 
  
Phone Number: (_______)  ___________________ 
  
  

  Make / Model / Year Beginning Mileage (ONLY 
if not sent in last January!) 

Ending Mileage 

Bike 1      

Bike 2      

Bike 3      

   

Mileage submitted must be an honest record of the odometer readings for the 
Motorcycles you currently own, operate, and submit for the beginning and/or end of the  
year.  You can submit the mileage from one bike or all of the bikes you own.  The sum 
of miles you attain on all of your bikes combined will produce this year’s winner. 
  
The highest mileage submitted at the end of the year will win a $50 gift certificate to refill 
your tank at: 

 
 

And Note: ADDITIONAL PRIZES will be offered this year: 
2nd Prize: will win a $25 Sheetz gift certificate 
3rd and 4th Prizes: ALL Participants’ names will be put in the ‘hat’ and 2 will be drawn to 
receive a 1 year’s Free 4 Winds Membership.  As the saying goes. . . “It pays to play.” 

Mail Form to: 
Mileage Contest 
c/o Walter Halaja 
1318 Merryfield St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15204 
or E-mail to: 
wbhalaja@msn.com 

2014 MILEAGE CONTEST FORM
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THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN
Prepared by Cap’n Walt Halaja
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JANUARY BANQUET HOLIDAY PARTY GRAB BAG

There will be a grab bag at the Four Winds Holiday Party Banquet in January. If you would like to
participate, bring a $15, wrapped gift to the party. You will be given a ticket. When the number of your
ticket is called, you may go to the table that holds the wrapped gifts and choose any gift, or if someone
has already chosen a gift that you like, you may “steal” it from that person. The person who loses his/
her gift to theft can now choose a new gift from the table, or “steal” a different gift that has already
been unwrapped. Only two “steals” in a row is allowed. Please mark you gift as female, male, or either.

JOYCE ELK
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE (JANUARY) MEETING:
There will be NO meeting in December, due to the Winter Solstice Holi-
days, Christmas, Hannukah, and Kwanzaa.  BUT...Don’t forget the Ban-
quet the evening of Saturday, January 17th at the Hilton Garden Inn, 2000
Garden Lane, Cranberry Twp., PA, 16066 starting at 5:30 PM.  See the
Registration form on page 8 of this newsletter, and get your reservations in
ASAP.  This is a new venue and looks to be highly enjoyable, delicious,
and not too expensive, either.  See you there!   (The Hilton Garden Inn is
just a bit south off Rte 228 just east of the I-79/228 interchange.  Easy to
get to.  There will be more directions and maybe a map in the January
Issue.) The cost is less expensive this year, at $25 per person!

For those of GPS use persuasion, the latitude and longitude of the HGI
is: N40.68352 W80.07701 You can punch that in to your mapping program
or GPS to see exactly where the Inn is.

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $20 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $10 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


