PRESIDENT’S CORNER

This was my first meeting as 4 Winds BMW
club President and | was pleased to see 27
people at Bella Luna in Monroeville. After
this long, cold winter, it turned out to be a
pretty nice day for a ride. We have 40 paid
members so far this year.

We had a long list of things to cover at
the Bella Luna meeting. | want to thank the
Board for their time and efforts in working
on a comprehensive plan for this year. Thanks
to the members for allowing me to move
quickly through all the new items.

In addition to European Motorcycles, we
will be placing our newly revised member-
ship Trifolds at Cycle Gear in Gibsonia on
Rt 8. Cycle Gear is having a “Bike Night”
from 4:30 — 8:00 on April 15", I would like
to encourage you to visit their Bike Night.
More importantly, we have been offered a
table with the club banner to find new mem-
bers. We will be working on an updated new
member letter and packet.

I’m looking forward to increased partici-
pation and a wider range of awards and rec-
ognition for all members this year. Thanks
to Glenn Kidd, there are many new annual
award categories. You can find the details
on our web site soon. Historical markers are
the “Hunt and Find” contest this year.

Our website is undergoing upgrades and
improvements. | would like to recognize
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BoARrRD OF DIRECTORS
2015

President—John Humphrey
412-897-1903
humphreyjohnj@gmail.com

Vice President — Diane Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer — Marge
Humphrey
412-897-1904
margehumphrey@msn.com

Corres. Sec’y — Joyce Elk
724-935-2062
jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y — Tim Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net

Director — Jeff Harlich
jharlich@comcast.net

Director — Glenn Kidd
724-443-0934
gckidd@consolidated.net

AprriL MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
Apr. 18, 2015 at the Rochester Inn &
Hardwood Grill, 505 Rochester Rd.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15237. Ph:
412.364.8166 from 12-3PM. Meal
will be from the menu.




PuBLICATION INFO

The Four Winds BMW Riders
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors. Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer

Deadline: Articles submitted must
be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g., Apr
Meeting: Apr. 18; May issue
deadline: Tues., Apr. 21st). Ar-
ticles/Info rec’d after deadline
go in next month’s newsletter.

Submission information:

E-mail submissions: Send as at-
tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:
<meyer@zoominternet.net>

Avrticles on Disk Media mail to:
Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:

Avrticles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.
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MEETING SCHEDULE
2014

Mark the dates on your calen-
dars, but remember...

All meeting sites are tentative.
Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

April 18,2014, 12-3PM — Roch-
ester Inn & Hardwood Grille,
505 Rochester Rd., Pittsburgh,
PA 15237. Ph: 412.364.8166

May, 2014 — TBA

June, 2014 — TBA

July, 2014 — TBA

August, 2014 — Friday, August
14 to Sunday, August 16
49th Annual Four Winds
Rally!

September, 2014 — TBA

October, 2014 — TBA

November, 2014 — TBA

December, 2014 — No Monthly

Meeting
A\ 7/
V- 3\
2015 SHACKS

Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for any
Shack locations and dates to help
keep us smiling, and keep ‘emroll-
ing!

N Z/

Diane’s tireless efforts setting up the photo
albums on Smug Mug. Members will be able
to upload their own photos there soon.

I’m excited about our July Meeting that
will be held at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand
Prix. Thanks to Ted Sohier for his help. We
hope to have our rally tent, table and banner
at the PVGP meeting. Watch for details.

We are looking to add more rides includ-
ing the Murrysville Alliance Bike Blessing,
Hopewell Road Rally and the Packard Mu-
seum, to name a few. Ed Syphan plans to set
up a ride to the AMA Museum in Westerville,
OH and Sean is working with Tommy Myers
for our annual Lake Tygart outing in Septem-
ber.

The MOA rally is in Billings, MT July
23-25 and the RA rally is in Harrison, AR
Oct. 1-4.

The next meeting is 12:00 on April 18"

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides. et al.:

These rides are free-form. Those
attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride. Ifyou
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

Cowme! Eat! CHaT! RIDE!

Ride Schedule — April:
Sun, Apr 5 — North at King’s

Family Restaurant, 1-79 & Rt
910/VIP Drive., 10:00 AM
Sat, Apr 11 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00AM

Sun, Apr 19 — South at Eagles
Landing, Rostraver Airport,
Rte 51, 10:00 AM

Sat, Apr 25 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others: It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so. That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day. The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is: http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

S 7/
at the Rochester Inn & Hardwood Grill, 505

Rochester Rd. Here’s hoping for nice weather
and seeing all of you at the next meeting.

JOHN




EMW Club @

Four WinDs BMW RIDERS
MarcH 21, 2015
MEETING MINUTES
Location: Bella Luna, Monroeville PA
Board in Attendance: John & Marge Humphrey, Ralph Meyer, Tim & Diane Pears, Joann Barr, Glenn Kidd, Joyce Elk

The meeting was called to order by President John Humphrey at 12:30 pm with 27 people present. Treasurer’s report was given. We have
40 paid members so far this year.

CycleGear Open House: Wed. night April 15" — they need volunteers to man the grill
http://www.cyclegear.com/store/Cycle%20Gear%20Allison%20Park

Tri-Fold Brochures: John Humphrey will give some to Cycle Gear store. We need to expand their availability. He went to Lee’s European
dealership and could hardly find any. They are not passing them out or putting them on display. We will keep trying to get them to
cooperate.

Official Tax Exempt Status Vote: John explained we needed to pay $400 to reach the level of official status that Pay Pal requires to give
a discount on their online transaction fees, which include credit cards. Club voted NO. John will investigate other options for online
commerce.

New Annual Contests: Glenn Kidd has worked hard to create a new variety contest - watch for details. Historical markers are the Hunt
For targets this year.

Website:  John recognized Diane’s efforts setting up the photo albums on SmugMug and appreciated the album for Dave McLaughlin.
Diane will make upload links available in a secure way for only members to use.

Dave McLaughlin Funeral: Arrangement times announced. Walt is planning on a bike escort Monday to the cemetery for all who can join
him.

July Mtg. at Pgh. Vintage Grand Prix: Ted Sohier explained about the bike show part of the charity event PVGP at Schenley park. We
will hold our July mtg. there. Watch for details.

Myers House Ride: Sean will set up a date, probably in Sept.

Rides: Murrysville Alliance Bike Blessing — Sun. April 19" at 12:30
http://www.murrysvillealliancechurch.org/#/biker-ministry/blessing-of-the-bikes
Hopewell Road Rally in Hocking Hills, OH May 1 -3
http://www.bmwmoa.org/events/event_details.asp?id=581154
Packard Museum in Warren, OH “Seldom Seen Cycles” show ends on May 30
http://www.packardmuseum.org/MotorcycleExhibit.aspx
BAF Memorial bike run
Ed Syphan plans to set up something for a ride to the AMA Museum, Pickerington, OH.
MOA rally in Billings, MT July 23 — 25
RA rally in Harrison, AR Oct. 1 -4

Welcome Visitors: Ed Syphan’s sister and brother-in-law joined us.
50/50 Drawing Winner: Leo Stanton

April 18" Meeting: Rochester Inn & Hardwood Grill, 505 Rochester Rd. Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Respeatrutty Sugmmen gy Tiv Dears, REGORDING SECRETARY
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DAVE “2 SPARK” MCLAUGHLIN
Our sympathy and condolences go out to the family of our fellow
rider and club member, Dave “2 Sparker” McLaughlin, who, at age
81, died at 11:00 PM March 15 at Washington Hospital’s Donnell
Hospice after a brave fight with Mesothelioma. Dave’s obituary can
be found on p. C5 of the March 20, 2015 Pittsburgh Post Gazette.
Dave was always an active member of the club, a cheerful guy, great
(fast) rider, and teller of many interesting stories. A former Navy
‘Airdale’ and airframe mechanic (the fellows who kept ‘em flying by
keeping the airframe in top notch shape), Dave had his pilot’s li-
cense in civilian life and flew his own light plane. We will miss him
and his sunny disposition! A number of pictures of Dave and other
club members who have joined ‘the ancestors’ can be found on the 4
Winds Web site. A number of 4 Winds members attended calling
hours at the funeral home, and several riders accompanied the fu-
neral cortege to Dave’s place of interment at the National Allegheny

Cemetary.

NoRrTH BREAKFAST RIDE

SunpAY, MarcH 01, 2015

by Ron Kranz
I noted the 4-Winds web site posting that no one was going to the
north breakfast ride. | decided to go and inform Kings of our ab-
sence. To my surprise Tom Fury was in the room. --From New
Kensington, no less. He rode the turnpike. The roads were just wet.
We did not take a picture.

Row

4 WiNDs ANNUAL RECOGNITION AWARDS

This year, the board at its meeting in March on a suggestion by Glenn
Kidd thought it a good idea to provide a much wider set of ‘contest’
possibilities that just about anyone in the club could tune in on and
possibly wind up receiving an award. Glenn, with his experience in
the HOGroup kindly agreed to come up with a list of possible con-
test items covering all sorts of things, as you will note on the form on
the opposite page. There will be awards for the most miles ridden
on a particular model bike, for the farthest north, south, east, and
west places (from Pittsburgh) ridden to in the course of the year, of
course, the award for the most miles ridden during the year, and, as
formerly, the most ‘hunt for’ things found. There will also be awards
for the best and worst things (in the judgement of the Board) that
happened to folks while riding. The form says pretty much of it all.

So save the form on the following page and fill it out near the
close of the contest perior (November 30th for everything BUT the
total miles ridden in the year which has already been set as usual
from January 1 through December 31st. But you can use the previ-
ously published mileage contest form to report that all, or the form
on the following page. The form on the following page will be pub-
lished here and there throughout the year, and definitely again in
November. Once filled out, you can give the form to any board mem-
ber to enter your information for the year. Awards will be annouinced
and handed out at the banquet next year. It should be a fun time!

For SaLE
Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
Stuff for F800ST: 26” tall Parabellum Windshield, Touratech crash bar set, Bar Back, BMW Tank Bag. Windshields are
clear and already have Velcro strips for attaching EZPass Transponder. Rick Mayer heated Pilot Seat for 2006 K1200GT.
Asking half new price (or less). Make an offer on any or all items. Contact: meyer@zoominternet.net .

Big Al Vangura’s Kymco for sale: W:e are selling Big Al’'s Kymco Scooter. If you are interested or know anyone that would
want to purchase this scooter, please contact us or pass this message on. This is a 2009 Kymco 250 Ri Scooter. We are asking
$3,500 or best offer - It has on it 19,940 miles, and includes an extra long wind shield, Special brake light, cover, and Top
trunk. If interested, please call: 724-736-2884 or 724-557-0802. Dee Vangura. Please see the pictures of it and its accesso-
ries on page 16 of the March 2013 newsletter.

[ ] [ ]
o On the Net... ‘.
° Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what °
“ it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders... “
° Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there. °

[ ] [ ]
° Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and °

‘. past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so. .‘
e From Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic: CSC Motorcycles to Import the RX-3 Cyclone, a 250cc Adventure Bike--Rider o
° Magazine http://www.ridermagazine.com/latest-news/csc-motorcycles-to-import-the-rx-3-cyclone-a-250cc-adventure- .‘

° bike.htm .
[ )
[ )
[ )



4 WinDs BMW RiDERs 2015 ANNUAL RECOGNITION AWARDS
TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF:

Name Gender: (Circle) M F

As of December 1, 2015: Age in Yrs & Months Yrs: Mos: Yrs & Months you’ve been riding: Yrs: Mos:

What was the best thing to happen to you in 2015

What is the worst thing to happen to you in 2015

Do you ride with a significant other? 'Y N (Circle)  Two separate bikes or  Two-up (Circle one)

Your current BIKE model: What Year

More than one? Y N List others you have ridden in 2015 (YYear and Model)

TELL US ABOUT YOUR 2015 RIDING (January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015) Total Miles

Miles ridden on an R-Model Miles Ridden on a K-Model

Miles ridden on an F-Model Miles Ridden on a S-Model

Miles ridden on OTHER Model(s) Miles ridden on oldest bike listed above
Miles ridden with Significant other Miles & Days on longest Trip: Miles: & Days:

4 Winds Distances: Location should be a Landmark, Town, City, Campground, State or National Park.

What was the Farthest North you rode?

What was the Farthest South you rode?

What was the Farthest East you rode?

What was the Farthest West you rode?

What was the best thing to happen to you on the bike this year? **

What was the worst thing to happen to you on the bike this year? **
**|f you need more space, use the back of this sheet.

2015 HUNT & FIND CONTEST

“Hunt & Find” Contest for 2015: Historical Markers found while riding (photos are required — with bike if possible). Photos should be
submitted (e-mailed) to Ralph Meyer (meyer@zoominternet.net) during the year or at the end of the contest period: (April, 1 2015
through November 30, 2015). “An historical marker is an indicator such as a plaque or sign to commemorate an event or person of historic
interest and to associate that point of interest with a specific location that one can visit”. In case of a dispute, the board’s decision will be
final.

NOTE: Please save this member contest questionnaire, fill it out, and turn it in to any Board Member by mid December. The Yearly
Mileage part can be sent or turned in to Walt Halaja---Note that there’s a separate form you can use that’s just for that only. Also, please note
that for your conveniencetthis form will appear again occasionally and in November for sure. See the description on the opposite page for
more on these membership contests. Get in on ‘em! Who knows what award you might win!



THIS PAGE LEFT PURPOSELY BLANK FOR ADDING ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION NEEDED ON THE PRECED-
ING PAGE’s ANNUAL RECOGNITION FORM.



13 Apurnil BMW Ridens Camonst

Where: Somerset, Pa
When: June 12, 13, 14, 2015

13th Annual Laurel Highlands BMW Riders Campout

We return to Pioneer Park Campground located in south central Pennsylvania.
Pioneer Park is a terrific full-service camping resort with excellent showers and
facilities,

Admission is just $45.00 for the full weekend ($40 if pre-registered) and includes,
two nights camping, three meals, loads of door prizes, self-guided ride info and
11th Annual rally pin for the first 100 pre registrants.

There is great riding in any direction with many self-guided tours available.

Friday evening enjoy Gourmet Dump Stew (bring a can or 2 to add to the
pot), hotdogs & snacks till their gone. Morning Coffee & tea.

Saturday Catered dinner with Chicken & Beef, tons of door prizes.
Hearty send-off breakfast Sunday morning!

Pavilion, picnic tables, hot showers, campfires allowed-wood provided! Motels &
Restaurants nearby. Sat. night campground band!

Discount for one night, not camping or 16 or younger. No Day Passes.
Downloadable pre registration form:

http://www.thevuelta.com/CampoutRegistration2013.pdf

Info: George Blackham 1V, gjbivlstsgtusmc@yahoo.com
or Jason Kaplitz; gsjay@kaplitz.com (814) 615 9138

Pre-registration appreciated- Send check/name/ contact info to:
LHBMWR C/O 840 Basin Dr. Windber Pa. 15963



THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN -- 20 YEARS AGO
Prepared by Walt Halaja

LFOUR WINDS

Volume 24 Issue 3

The Club With th Nation's Oldest BMW Rally

SMW RIDERS

April 1995

The President's Message . . .

Well, It looks like things are shaping up tc
be a good year for the club. We have anumber o
events planned, we have enthusiastic people
working on various comrnittees, and we have
good leadership for all of the committees. Mark
Devinney has filled the Jast chairmanship vacancy
(thanks Mark) by accepting that position at the
rally committee meeting on March 12th. [ woulc
like to thank everyone that attended the rally
committee meeting andvolunteered to help bring
this years rally off. The March general member.
ship meeting held at Jaden’s was one of the besf
attended club meetings I've been to,

Minutes of the Four Winds BMW Riders

Date: March 18, 1995

Location: Jaden’s Family Dining

The meeting was opened by Brian Livermore at
approximately 7:55 pm. He welcomed 31 mem-
bers and guests, including the Faichney’s of
Canada.

Treasurer’s Report: Terry Goldring gave a finan-
cial report. She called for dues payment as soon
as possible.

New Business: Brian announced Mark Devinney
as Rally Chairman. Mark announced his staff:

31 people attended with guests from
as far away as Toronto. Let’s seeifwe
can getmore people at the Aprilmeet-
ing; which is scheduled for 6:30 pm
April 8th at Al Vangura’s shop (this is
the 2nd Saturday of the month NOT
the 3rd).

Heritage BMW has called upon
our club to help them out with their
open house scheduled for May 7th.
They would like us take care of activities outside
the shop while they work with their customers
inside the shop. Tentative plans are for us to dole
out hot-dogs and soda, coordinate “some type”
of BMWmotorcycle exhibition, recruitnew mem:-
bers for the club, and HAVE FUN. This is good
exposure for us, there are a lot of customers al
Heritage that are not members of the club. If you
have any ideas on other activities we can do, lel
me or Ed Syphan know (or come to the nexl
meeting and let everyone know). My R1100R is
metamorphosing into an R1100R/RS. Al is in the
process of trying to mate my R1100R with an
R100RS fairing. I'll letyou know howit worked oul
in the next newsletter.

Brian Livermore

Gary Smith & Jim Gorman ...... Registration
Linda Rodman... s Food
Michele Syphan .....cccccoovunnnee Promotions
Alex & Janice Walters ........... T shirts & pins
Ed Syphan .......ccuenee... Vendor solicitation
Steve Goldring .......ce...... Master of Awards

| Ceremony
Leo SEanton .., Clean up
Rick Rossi c..ovviueeceenne . Communications
Brian Livermore..................... Entertainment

Mark also asked that members help
promote the rally and its new location this year.
He noted a primary concern as being the locating
of a caterer for the Saturday dinner.

Ed Syphan took the floor to welcome the nu-

-merous guests to our meeting. He announced the

schedule of upcoming events andrides. Prospec-
tive member Ron Johnson was presented for
induction and was unanimously approved for
membership.

Brian announced that we will be involved in
the Heritage BMW Open House. This is an ideal
opportunity to improve membership and
strengthenties between the club and dealer. Brian
closed the meting at approximately 8:10 pm.

La Verne Darabant



The Ripepi Winery Tour

The club trip to the Ripepi Winery, on
Saturday February 25th, was a pleasant success
with sixteen members and guests attending. Our
guide through the winery was Charlie Brooks.
During the vineyard portion of the tour we learned
much about wine grapes, especially those that
can be grown in our region. Ripepi grows all of its
own grapes and makes 24 varieties of wine at the
winery in Monongahela. Inside the winery an
interesting and very informative explanation of
wine making was given by Charlie. Charlie is an
amateur wine maker and enters his wine in com-
petition. He is also currently studying to become a
wine judge. After the story of the fermentation
process, we were instructed on the proper method
ofwine tasting. Itwas afascinating tale of time and
tradition. The winery is owned by Richard Ripepi.
All Ripepi wine is made on the premises.

The beginnings of the vineyard was started
inthe 1980’s andis expanded eachyear. The store
at the vineyard has been open since 1990. The
store is open seven days a week year round.
During Christmas they have an outlet at Century 11l
Mall. They will do custom labels for your special
occasion and offer specially designed gift baskets
for sale.

Following the ninety minute tour we were
all treated to an extended period of practice in
wine tasting. Endless samples of all varieties were
poured for our enjoyment by manager Mike Berdar.
There was much decision making to be made
among these fine wines. The afterncon ended
with many smiles and purchases of our personal
favorites. . La Verne Darabant

AT

////////

Thanks to Leo Stanton for arranging the Ripepi
tour. That was a greatidea. If any of our members
have an idea that they think would make for an
adventure, please let us know at the next meetihg,
or by calling someone, or writing a letter, or E-
Mailing or sending a Fax. "Oh, the mind wobbles."

On April 22 is Bob's BMW Flea Market in
Jessup, MD. (Baltimore area). A large contingent
from the Shack Pack usually attends this event. If you
would like to find fellow riders to go to this event, call
Al Vangura at 233-8138.

On April 30, plan on attending our 3rd annual
trip to Quaker Steak and Lube in Sharon, PA. If you
don't already know about the "Lube", it is home to
the hottest wings on the planet.

An extended week-end ride to the Blue Ridge
Parkway is planned in May. The group will leave
Thursday, May 11, around 4:00 p.m. and spend the
first night in Elkins, West Virginia. Then on to the
Parkway, to return on ivionday, iviay 15tfi. For infor-
mation call Steve Goldring at 561-4495.

Last year's campouts at the West Virginia
Back-to-Basics Rally and Lake Erie were very suc-
cessful. They both will be repeated in 1995. Club
members Linda "Rodstone"” Rodman, Rick Rossi and
Craig Clark all volunteered to have weekends at their
camps. The "Rodstones” have tentatively staked the
campout at their place near Pymatuning Lake for the
weekend of June 2 - 4. For details call Linda or Mark
Rodman at 412/258-4974.

The Mountain State Campout, sponsored by
the BMW Riders of Northern West Virginia, is sched-
uled for June 9 - 11. More details on that later.

Let's start the 1995 riding season off right.
Mark your calender to join us for one of more of our
activities. For more information, call Ed Syphan at
935-5245.

Ed Syphan, Membership Director

Heritage BMIW Motorcuycles, Inc.

780 H Pine Valley Drive

suPPDRT Pittsburgh, PA 15239
YOUR LOCAL (412 377.5386
FAX: {412) 327-6654
BMW DEALER ‘

. Pit gh PA's Exclusi

big BMW Motorcycle Dealer

Parts-Service-Sales CRAIG IMMEL

UPS Anywhere President
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The Way We Were Continued

“Shaek Pack, a BMW motoreycle

maintenance group”

Since starting to ride in the Pittsburgh area, I'd decided several
months ago that there’s one "worst™ place to ride a bike; the south-
bound transition from Rt 279 to the Fort Pitt Bridge and Tunnel
outbound. Four major arteries converge running six or seven lanes
onto the upper deck of a bridge, at the other end of which one can
either go thru the two lane tunnel or exit to the street level on the south
side of the river. At rush hour the traffic backs up into the feeding
arteries for huge distances, and when the cars hit the bridge deck
EVERYONE is changing lanes to position themselves for their
desired lane at the other end. I was sitting there, in this, my very own
"worst spot” in the my biking universe, yesterday on Red, my R-90,
at the beginning of the afternoon rush hour, in the middle of the six
or seven feeder lanes, just stopping. As I pulled in the clutch I felt this
"twang" and my hand collapsed about 1/3 of an inch toward the
handle bar. My gut told me "we’re in deep s**t, Mav" before my
brain would let my eyes look down. Finally, head cocked to remove
the bifocals from distorting the picture, I saw about sixteen strands
of what appeared to be a twenty strand clutch cable sticking out free
in the gap of the clutch handle looking like some gnarled middle
finger of some daemon crawling out of the cable housing. "Mother
of God, light a candle and pray for me. Our Father, which art in
Heaven..." were invocations that rolled from my mouth like some
knee jerk mantras. I was in the middle of several thousand cars, three
lanes to either side of me full of traffic, a half mile of traffic behind
me, and the sum total of my universe hung on four strands of clatcix
cable ...twang ...make that three strands of steel cable. I can
clutchless shift with the best of them. .. while rolling...but here, now,
from a dead stop? I tried to start by jamming the shifter "just so” from
neutral to first, totally certain that the remaining cable strands will
break at the next application of the clutch. Kachuunk...stall. Thad no
choice but to use the clutch to get started. First was successfully
engaged...rolling...lane change, no-clutch shift to second lane change
pop into third, stop. Same routine again, clutch (pray)
first...stop....etc., finally the tunnel coming up..fourth ...50
mph.....whew! Out the tunnel, accelerate to sixty....one mile up a six
lane hill, merge right, sweep the exit lane at the top of the hill...down
shift w/o clutch ...ok.... Stoplight!! ...ohmygod ...there’s 15 cars
pulling one by one thru the intersection at a stoplight. 1duck walk
as much as [ can in neutral to move forward in the line of car
...anyway ...and so it goes.

Scene 2:

Three stop lights, two stop signs and three miles later I arrive at my
destination, two strands of the clutch cable remaining. I'm 20 miles
from home, twenty miles from the only BMW dealer for 100 miles,
butat leastI’mata friend’shouse. And he’sabiker, he’ll understand,
maybe he’ll give me a ride home so I can get my car and...etc. For
these last twenty minutes I'm thinking. "You dumb s**t!! Hot shot
mechanic, buying a 20 year old, 100K mile bike, do all this heroic
stuff to get it running, and you didn’t replace the cables! "Hi Jeff™.
"Hi Gary. Sorry I'm late. You wouldn’t believe what just hap-
pened....” Story related ...change scenes again in next ten minutes.
Scene 3:

Red’s inside a small, tidy shed attached to a small, tidy frame garage.
Red’s on a pneumatic lift, in a heated, fluorescent lighted room, with
several thousand dollars of tools hanging on the walls. My friend
checking his fiche reader but finding he’s got no film going back as

far as my bike. He’s got virtually every BMW for the last 15 years
in his fiche file...not mine. He picks up the phone, calls the parts
man, by first name, at one of the major BMW service departments
in the northeast, gets the part number for the cable for my bike (turns
out there are two....one for standard handle bars, one for high handle
bars.) He copies down the numbers, exchanges old friend pleasant-
ries with the parts man, hangs up, and fires up the computer sitting
there by the work bench next to the fiche reader. "Yep, I show that
I gotem both.” Gary walks over to the opposite corner of the shed
where about 25 throttle, brake and clutch cables, mostly new, all with
part number tags, hang from the ceiling I'd been here in Gary’s
"Shed" seven or so times in the last two months since finding out
abouthis "group” and never noticed themhanging there. Gary selects
the two cables that have the right partnumbers and we go to work.
In about 10 minutes Red’s clutch cable is laying on the bench beside
the two new replacement cables. Turns out Red must have the high
handle bars as it's the longer of the two cables that matched mine. A
leisurely hour plus later, Red has a new clutch cable, both ends
adjusted, and we relax and reflect. This is Gary Smith’s Shack,
attached to the small one-car garage behind his home (home of the
Shack Pack, one of the few non-BMW dealer places 1 know of
anywhere where the above could have happened, and it did, yesterday
afternoon). Gary and his wife Kay own four BMWs, all different.
They’ve owned many other ones over the years as well. They’ve
ridden in all but three states, BMW'd the Alps, and plan to knock off
at least two of the remaining states this summer.

Background: After I bought Red I nosed around by phone to see if
there were any local BMW rider groups, and finally connected with
the Four Winds BMW Riders. They meet monthly, have a great rides
schedule, hold a major area rally in August, and are a great bunch.
Talso found out that during the off season a sort of side group of riders
meets every Wednesday, three nights a month at Gary’s, oncea month
at Al Vangura’s machine shop 20 miles away. Alhas more bikes than
Gary. His “shop” makes parts for nuclear submarines and one-off
stuff for about every BMW car enthusiast and bike rider in three
states. His shop has a squadron of NC milling machines and every
other metal cutting tool made, The Shack Pack goes to Al’s when
there’s "heavy maintenance to be done", and Gary’s for regular
activities, such as "spline lubes". Al’s a contributing founder along
with George Wolfe, of the Shack Pack, as Gary came to conceive it.
Who's George you ask? He’s an ex Air Force mechanic, father of
nine kids, who used to teach motorcycle mechanics, has ridden side
car enduro and trials races all over the country, and, inhis spare time
"makes" side cars. His are interesting. Some have electric screw
actuators that changs the angle of the hacks to the bike while rolling
down the highway to suit conditions. Between these three there’s
literally thousands of hours on motor motorcycles. Between Gary’s
garage and Al's "shop" you could make and assemble a
motorcycle...... from metal ingots. Anyway, I was on my way to
Gary’s place when the cable started twanging. We’d planned to do a
little electrical metering together on bikes, but changed the agenda
from electrical work to replacing Red’s clutch cable after I pulled in,
still ashen from my romp over the bridge and thru the tunxel during
rush hour.

Conclusion: The serious lesson that any seasoned biker already
knows is, replace your cables on a preventive maintenance schedule.
A good guess would be about every 30,000 miles, or whenever their
condition is doubted. The other one is that, at least in Pittsburgh,
there’re some special folks who love BMWs, and about the best back
alley garage around. Jeff Dunkle, on the Interner
Thank you, Jeff, for providing an entertaining view of the Shack Pack. We all
appreciate Gary's enthusiasm and generosity. The Shack Pack is a remarkable
veniure, The Editor
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This Year's Event:
(Click HERE to download this year's Flyer - Sorry, this is not yet posted)
8th Annual Barbara A. Fiorillo Memorial Bike Run/Picnic*

This year's Bike Run/Picnic will be held on
Saturday, June 22, 2013
Tickets are $30 per person (+1 Child 17 & Under)

The Run will depart from the Skyvue Restaurant & Lounge (3230 Lebanon Church Road, West Mifflin)
Registration begins at 9:00AM

The Picnic begins at 3:00PM at The Lodge of Clairton Park, Pennsylvania

Your ticket purchase will gain you admittance to the
Picnic, Food, Beverages, Bike Run, Live Music by TBD
and enter you for a chance to win the Grand Prize:

TBD

Only 1,000 Tickets will be sold

-1 Child (under 17) is admitted FREE with purchase of EACH paying adult ticket,
all other children under 17 are admitted with $5 donation.

-The run will DEPART from the Skyvue Restaurant & Lounge (3230 Lebanon Church Road, West Mifflin)
promptly at 12:00PM. Pre-registration is preferred to accomodate a timely departure (Registration is open at 9:00AM)

-Tickets are $30 each for your chance to win a TBD Prizes,
including your admittance to the picnic, food, beverages & entertainment.

-Seller of the winning ticket receives $500 (call 412-877-1617 if you would like to sell some tickets)
-Winner will be determined by the 7:00PM 3-Digit PA Lottery Drawing, Void after 30 days.
-Proceeds Benefit the Barbara A. Fiorillo Memorial Fund for Pulmonary Fibrosis Research.

-All Money & Ticket Stubs MUST be turned in by 6:45PM on July 7, 2012 to the Registration desk or are VOID
and Property of the Barbara A. Fiorillo Memorial Fund.

-Any Unsold Tickets are the Property of the Barbara A. Fiorillo Memorial Fund.

**Bike to be Ordered at Z&M Cycles. Tax/Title Not Included.

Home | Privacy Policy | Terms of use

© BAF Memorial Fund for Pulmonary Fibrosis®  Email us for information: info@bafmemorialfund.org
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DAVID MCLAUGHLIN |  April 25, 1933 - March 15, 2015

His sense of adventure was inspirational

By Adrian McCoy
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

David MecLaughlin
showed those around him
how to enjoy life and live it to
the fullest. And although his
life ended at 81 after a battle
with mesothelioma, he
didn’t leave behind regrets
about things undone.

Mr. McLaughlin of Wash-
ington, Pa., pursued many
interests and adventures
during those eight decades.
He grew up in Overbrook
and served in the U.S. Navy,
where he specialized in air-
craft construction.

That was the beginning of
a lifelong love of flying. He
piloted his own small
Cessna. After he stopped fly-
ing, he donated the plane to
the international charity
Wings of Hope.

Mr. McLaughlin worked as
a steamfitter and was a mem-
ber of Steamfitters Local 449.

DAVE “2 SPARK”
MDLAUGHLIN AND
WIFE, CAROLE, AT
Tom MYER’s
TYGART LAKE
Lobgcg, 2014.
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He had a gift for sharing
stories and a wry wit, his
wife, Carole, said. “People
enjoyed being around him.
He enjoyed talking to any-
body, anywhere.”

The couple spentsummers
and free time traveling exten-
sively in this country and
overseas — visiting Europe,
exploring the US. in a VW
bus, and flying in his plane to
Florida and then on to the
Bahamasand Virgin Islands.

“We liked to travel, not off
the beaten track, but off the
touristtrack, and just be with
people who lived there,”
Carole McLaughlin said.
“Thatwaskind of our style.

“He had a philosophy not
to wait until you retire to do
the things you want to do,”
she said. “That's how he
lived hislife.”

He loved motorcycles,
along with skiing, sky div-
ing, scuba diving and other
outdoor adventures.

When he was a kid, he
saved his younger brother’s
life. Jim McLaughlin, who
was 9 at the time, was swim-
ming in a lake in Wisconsin
and nearly drowned. “He
fished me out,”Jim
McLaughlin of Durham,
Conn. recalled. He still looks
up to his big brother. “He
was good at everything he
did. He never doubted his
ability to pilot an airplane or
rideamotorcycle.”

“He was a hell of a good pi-
lot. I trusted him many
times,” said his friend and
fellow steamfitter Dan Ci-
nowalt of Bon Air. They
shared several road trips to-
gether, including ski trips in
the Rockies and in Europe.
“He was a good man. He
never had a bad word for
anybody,”

Walter Halaja of Crafton
Heights met Mr. McLaugh-
lin through the Four Winds
BMW Riders club, where

both were members, and
they did many day trips to-
gether. “He was a good mo-
torcyclist. He’d ride with
anybody, as long as you
didn’t go too slow. I dubbed
him “T'wo Spark.” I was al-
ways trying to keep up with
him,” he said.

In addition to his wife and
brother, he is survived by
his daughter Patty Gunz-
burg of Mt. Lebanon, step-
daughter Lisa Prichard of
Edmonton, Alberta, and
nieces and nephews.

The service is today at 2
pan. at the National Cemetery
of the Alleghenies in Cecil.

Memorial donations can
be made to the Mesothe-
lioma Applied Research
Foundation, 1317 King St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314
(WWW.CUremeso.org).

Adrian McCoy: amc-
coy@post-gazette.comn or 412-
263-1865.




HoreweLL RoAD RALLY

When:  Friday, May 1st, 2015 to Sunday, Mayu 3, 2015
Where: Hocking Hills State Park Campgrounds

19852 State Route 664 S

Logan, Ohio 43138

Contact: Sam Booth samrbooth@yahoo.com

Online RSVP is available

Details:
The Southeastern Ohio Beemers would like to announce the inaugural, historically-themed Hopewell Road Rally. Please join us May 1-3,
2015 at Hocking Hills State Park Campgrounds in Logan, Ohio. The rally offers some of the best riding roads east of the Mississippi River.

Named in honor of the Great Hopewell Road, the rally offers three levels of rides to allow the enjoyment of this phenomenal setting for
all skill levels and dual sport motorcycle types. Two guided rides on Saturday will take you to the largest geometric earthworks, effigy
mounds, and hilltop enclosures in the world constructed by the Hopewell Indians. The historic sites include Hopewell Culture National
Park, Serpent Mound, Seip Mound, Fort Hill, Leo Petroglyphs, Ash Cave, Newark Earthworks, and the Tarlton Cross. A dual-sport GS ride
is also offered, as well as self guided rides.

The campgrounds are very friendly with plenty of shaded spots both primitive and electric, RV hookups, mini cabins, and hot showers.
This rally will feature Friday night chili with all the fixings, Sat night dinner at Lake Hope Lodge with all the trimmings, two historic guided
rides to the World Heritage sites in Ohio, a Sat GS ride, self guided rides, door prizes, and hot coffee/beverages. Patch and sticker to the first
100 pre-registered guests.

Pre-registration is $60 by March 31st, at the gate $65. For more information send an email to: samrbooth@yahoo.com. Send your check
or money order made payable to:

Southeast Ohio Beemers
C/O Allyn Reilly

25 Briarwood Drive
Athens, OH 45701
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our Winds BMW Riders

c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane

B

akerstown, PA 15007-9720
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How po I join
Four WinDs BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $20 per year for pri-

mary membership, and $10 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The regular April 4 Winds Riders Club meeting will be held on Saturday, the
18th, 2015 from 12:00 PM** to 3:00 PM at The Rochester Inn & Hardwood
Grill, 505 Rochester Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15237. Ph: 412.364.8166

Directions:

From the North: Get on 1-79 S and drive south. Take exit 72 to the left onto I-
279 S towards Pittsburgh. Take exit 15 to the right onto Camp Horne Road
and turn left out of the exit onto Camp Horne Rd. headed East. Stay straight
onto Lowries Run Rd (the Green Belt). Keep left off Lowries Run Road
onto Rochester Rd (the Green Belt). Arrive at the Rochester Inn Hardwood
Grille on your left.

From the South on I-79: Get on 1-79 N and drive north. After crossing the
Ohio River Bridge, take exit 68 to the right onto Mt Nebo Road. Keep right
onto Mt Nebo Rd immediately after the 1-279 underpass, and eventually
turn left where Mt. Nebo Rd ends onto Lowries Run Road (the Green Belt).
Then keep left (North) onto Rochester Rd (the Green Belt). Arrive at the
Rochester Inn Hardwood Grille on your left.

From the South on 1-279: Get on 1-279 N and drive north through and out of
town. North of town, Take exit 15 to the right onto Camp Horne Rd. Take
ramp to the right towards US-19/Perrysville. Follow Camp Horne Rd East
straight onto Lowries Run Rd (the Green belt). Keep left onto Rochester Rd
(the Green Belt). Arrive at the Rochester Inn Hardwood Grille N40 32.141
W80 03.059 On your left.

**The Board will meet at 11:00AM.
GPS coordinates of Rochester Inn Hardwood Grille: N40 32.141 W80 03.059




