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SEPTEMBER MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds BMW
Riders will be held on Saturday, Sept. 19,
2015 from 12:00 PM to 3 PM at Leo
Stanton’s, 3015 Walton Rd in Finleyville,
PA, (Ph.. 412-384-8229). Hamburgers, hot
dogs, and drinks will be provided.  Mem-
bers are asked to bring appetizers, side
dishes, and desserts according to your last
name: A-H: side dish; I-P: appetizer; Q-Z:
dessert.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Can you believe this is the SEPTEMBER
newsletter and Labor Day is just weeks
away???  We just finished the 49th annual rally
and the summer is coming to an end.  We had
a good turnout for the rally with about 230
people.  All comments were generally posi-
tive.  It was hot, but no rain.  There were lots
of awards, door prizes and 2 free motorcycle
rentals from Eagle Rider in Carnegie, PA.
The grand prize winner was Chris Soden from
Lititz, PA who won the European Motorcycles
HJC helmet.  Jack Bramkamp won $200 in a
big 50/50 drawing.

I spent most of my time with the ADV
group this year.  Alain Kaldewaay (sounds
like Alan Calaway) had his Xplor ADV
classes on Friday and Saturday.  I’ve raced in
the dirt for 30 years ...and I learned some new
tricks from Alain.  On Saturday, Scott
Nogrady and Jay Singh led ADV rides.  I spent
about 10 hours on my dual sport during both
days …and I was pretty tired by the end of
the rally.

It takes a lot of volunteers to pull off the
rally.  I want to congratulate our rally co-chair-
men Tom Furey and Vince Giannetti, along
with Diane Pears and Marge Humphrey for
their hard work getting ready for the rally.
Diane did another super job on pre-orders and
rally T-shirt sales.  With the attractive de-
sign, we had only a few left.  I also want to
thank the rally-day volunteers like Larry
Berner who worked full time at registration,
Bill Wegener, Jack Bramkamp, Tony Capriotti
and Joann Barr who worked at registration

TOMMY

MYERS’
TYGART LAKE

LODGE OUTING

SEPT 26TH.!
CHECK THE WEB

SITE FOR INFOR-
MATION.



2

PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Sept. Meeting: Sept. 19; Sept.
issue deadline: Tues., Sept.
22nd).  Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

MEETING SCHEDULE 2015
Mark the dates on your calendars,

but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and up-
dates.

September 19, 2015 — 12:00 Noon at
Leo Stanton’s

October, 2015 — TBA
November, 2015 — TBA
December, 2015 — No Monthly Meet-

ing

2015 SHACKS
Keep an eye out on the web site all you
lady and gentleman wrenchers and at-
tendees out there, for any Shack loca-
tions and dates to help keep us smiling,
and keep ‘em rolling!

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those at-

tending decide what they want to
do and where, if anywhere, they
want to ride.  If you just want to
show up in the car and have
breakfast with fellow motorcy-
clists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Sept 6 — North at King’s Fam-

ily Restaurant, I-79 & Rt 910/VIP
Drive., 10:00 AM

Sat, Sept 12 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd, 9:00
AM

Sun, Sept 20 — South at Eagles
Landing, Rostraver Airport, Rte
51, 10:00 AM

Sat, Sept 26 — East at Dick’s, Rt 22
Westbound Side, Monroeville,
9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast ride,
you might want to notify others:
It’s not necessary, but it’d be nice
to let others know you’re going
to a particular Breakfast Ride by
putting a notice on the 4-Winds
Site Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discover-
ing too late that no one else is go-
ing that day.  The Breakfast
Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure to
erase your post after the ride if
you can so the board doesn’t get
cluttered.

and T-shirts.  Of course, there are many oth-
ers whose help makes the rally possible.
Thanks to everyone who pitched in on rally
day to make our rally a success.

Next year is the 50th annual rally and
plans are already underway for stepping up
the rally to make it the best ever.  We expect
support from MOA and RA and a large 2016
event on August 19, 20, 21.  Glenn Kidd is
leading the effort to gather the club’s history
to submit an article to the BMW MOA maga-
zine in celebration of our historic 50th rally
next year.  Anyone who wants to help, please
contact Glenn or any club officer.

As usual, Ed Syphan found wonderful
winding roads with little car traffic for the
Friday night dinner.  I understand the Satur-
day group ride was the similar.  The group
rides were very large and, in my opinion,
these large groups (20+) are often a problem
because of the wide range of riders that at-
tend the rally.  We need to coordinate mul-
tiple ride groups (like 10 over and scenic),
using the same routes.  Otherwise, you have
an accordion effect that is bothersome to the
riders further back in the group.  I must have
shifted up and down 100 times slowing and
catching up.  Another rider zoomed by and
cut in, showing his frustration.  This even
happens on the smaller ADV group rides.  Not
everyone rides at the same pace and we need
to accommodate all riders at the rally with
group ride leaders and sweepers.

Marge and I will be riding up to the Fin-
ger Lakes BMW Rally over the Labor Day
weekend with Tim and Diane Pears.  It will
be nice just attending another rally and re-
laxing and enjoying it.

Tommy Myers’ Tygart Lake Weekend is
Sept 26th.  Sean Barrett is coordinating for
the third year of this great weekend ride.
There are sleeping rooms inside or pitch your
tent in their yard.  Tygart Lodge is full, so
you need to find other hotel rooms.  A hospi-
tality donation will be requested from those
attending this event.

Please check the 4windsbmw.org web
site for the upcoming monthly club meetings.

JOHN
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49TH 4 WINDS RALLY PIX
All pictures by Diane Pears.  Many thanks, Diane!  Pictures are continued on the next page.  ...Also, Diane says there are more of the

pictures she took of the rally to be found on the 4 Winds Web site--which see.
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49TH RALLY PICTURES BY DIANE PEARS CONTINUED...
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BMW MOC OCTOBERFEST RALLY!
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NORTH BREAKFAST & RIDE

8/2/2015
By Walt Halaja

Well, to begin with, we had 16 attend the breakfast, and then “Profes-
sor” Vince Gianetti showed up just to take a ride because it was just a
pleasant morning!  And guess what? “Chief” Dave Manfredo asked
me again if I was going to ride.  I guess he caught me in a weak mo-
ment, so I said how about “Brady’s Bend?” because I hadn’t been there
for some time.  Dave said “OK;” then Vince, Don Mahalics whom I
kept calling “Bob”—Yikes!, Joe Dengler, another retired Pgh.
Firefighter, not a member yet, whom Vince tried to get to join up at the
Bend!   Bob Hall said he would tag along too, but may peel off along
the way—which he did.  So off we went without a hitch and took a
nice break at the bend with a couple of photos.  While there I saw a

BMW GS drive by heading toward Rimersburg and was wondering
who that was that didn’t stop for the view and/or break.  As we were
getting ready to head home via Rimersburg I said I needed fuel and
Vince was thirsty—”supposed to be fueled up when going to break-
fast.”  Yikes, I wasn’t.  So I spotted a Sunoco station in Rimersburg
and pulled in.  Low & behold there was that GS parked there with
another.  Yikes again!  It was our own Director Glenn Kidd who was
at breakfast with us!  I asked him why he just didn’t tag along with
us and he quipped that he doesn’t like to travel the same roads over
and over.  But I like doing that because it helps keep me from getting
lost.  I told Glenn I was thinking of getting a set of those LED run-
ning lights he has on the GS ‘till I found out the cost and then changed
my mind that fast, but as we were heading down Rt. 28 I could pick
out Glenn’s bike “Big Time” in my mirrors and sure hope I can get a
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set some time in the near future!  As we traveled down Rt. 28 it got
hotter and hotter and finally hit the 90s for a spell while passing
through the Burgh. That sure was above my comfort zone of the 70’s
low 80’s.

You may know them all those at the breakfast in the photo ex-
cept for one, and that’s our new member, Rick H. Neira. who is
standing between and behind John & Mary Hetzel, and that’s his
new BMW Nine-T showcased in the Photo.  So if you see him down
the road greet him with a “welcome to the club!”

I didn’t get home ‘till 4 PM with 158 miles total for the day for
me.

WALT

Ogling the R9T...

The Breakfast Brady’s Bend Bunch ....

Many thanks to Jack Bramkamp and Walt
Halaja for the photos!
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FOR SALE & FREE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
1996 K1100LT with ABS for sale.  62,000 miles on the odometer.  Will take best offer.  If interested, call Max Stanton at 412-

400-0569.
Stuff for F800ST:  26” tall Parabellum Windshield, Touratech crash bar set, Bar Back, BMW Tank Bag.  Windshields are

clear and already have Velcro strips for attaching EZPass Transponder.  Rick Mayer heated Pilot Seat for 2006 K1200GT.
Asking half new price (or less).  Make an offer on any or all items. Contact: meyer@zoominternet.net .

Big Al Vangura’s Kymco for sale:  W:e are selling Big Al’s Kymco Scooter.  If you are interested or know anyone that would
want to purchase this scooter, please contact us or pass this message on.  This is a 2009 Kymco 250 Ri Scooter.  We are asking
$3,500 or best offer  -  It has on it 19,940 miles, and includes an extra long wind shield, Special brake light, cover, and Top
trunk.  If interested, please call:  724-736-2884 or 724-557-0802.  Dee Vangura.  Please see the pictures of it and its accesso-
ries on page 16 of the March 2013 newsletter.

The following items of Dave McLaughlin’s riding gearare being offered free for the asking if you would like to give one or
more of them a good home*--

Cortech Advast gearnced Sport jacket XXL. Heavy. Zip in quilted lining. Loads of zippers, pockets, velcro, elbow pads. Grey
and black.

Firstgear grey and black mesh jacket XXL. Padding at shoulder, neck and elbow.
Black Olympia Moto Sports size 38 pants. CE tested protector, Cordura, 3M Scothlite Reflective Material. Large zipped

pockets, zipper and velco on bottom of legs.
FS 3XL Fieldsheer pants with suspenders. Black and grey. Knee pads, reflective patches. “Phoslite”, Rainguard.  Detachable

quilted liner.
Spartan Explorer zipped black leather gloves. XXL. Thinsulate lined.

If you are interested in any of them, please contact Carole McLaughlin  at canddrmcl@yahoo.com .  * If you’d like to offer
something in payment, you can, but it isn’t necessary.

JULY WEST B-RIDE
We had a wonderful breakfast and ride
with some new members that we met at
the west breakfast. In the picture from
left to right we have Dave and Sharleen
Risinger, Lou Ann and Kent McFadden,
and me (John) and Mary Hetzel of course.
Dave and Sharleen we met at a Cycle
Gear’s Bike night a little time ago. They
live in Robinson Township and both ride
F800GS’s. Lou Ann and Kent picked up
one of our rally advertisements from Eu-
ropean Motorcycles and started commu-
nicating on our forum. They live in
Franklin PA and ride a 1200GS.

We had breakfast with about 15 members of a Scooter club that had several old Four Winds BMW members including “Scooter Rooter
Dan”. He said many of you know him from the past. It’s too bad we didn’t have a better showing from our Four Winds BMW club. After
breakfast, Dave led our ride to Raccoon Creek State park, Brady’s Run County Park and just north of East Liverpool Ohio. Then we rode to
Minds and Meadows in Wampum PA to check on Dave and Sharleen’s son Greg, who was dirt bike riding with his friends. We had to give
him a hard time for not wearing his newly purchased neck brace. Opps, I guess he didn’t expect us to be checking up on him. We had a great
ride and all are expected to be at the Vintage Grand Prix next weekend. Is there still going to be a North group meeting at European
Motorcycles to ride down together? Maybe Ron can post something about this.

JOHN HETZEL

Lou Ann & I attended the breakfast at 9 AM this morning. We were pleasantly greeted outside by John and Mary and then we were
introduced to David and Sharleen. The six (6) of us had a very enjoyable breakfast and then we decided to go for a ride in the country?? We
want to thank everyone for making us feel so welcome and enjoyed our very FIRST visit to the group. We look forward to meeting you again
and also more BMW enthusiast?? ENJOY & BE SAFE

KENT MCFADDEN
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THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN

SEPTEMBER 2005
Prepared by Walt Halaja

Here’s an appropriate page from the September 2005 newsletter...given that nominations and elections 2015 are coming up...take a gander
and throw a hat in the ring...as it were...
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The Way We were--Sept. 2005, Continued...
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The Way We were--Sept. 2005, Continued...
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A DIFFERENT RALLY

2015 RETREADS RALLY, CAMBRIDGE SPRINGS, PA
by Ralph Meyer

A couple of years ago, a fine fellow rider and friend, known affectionately among us as “The Camper” (AKA Ron Kranz) chivvied me into
joining the Western PA Chapter of the Retreads Motorcycle Club.  Being kind of an old futz, I was allowed in upon paying my dues, as you
have to be 40 years old or older to join the club, and I could at least meet that qualification.  Actually, most in the club seemed to be rather
more ‘mature’ than that, and like 4 Winds Folks, are a heckuva nice bunch of people.  Anyway, several years ago, their rally sounded kind
of interestingly different.  Instead of on a weekend, it’s held the first of the week, Monday through Wednesday, (Possibly to keep the un-
retired riff-raff who have to work from showing up???) with most folks arriving, with early check-in, on a Sunday afternoon in the middle of
July.  Nothing much was said about camping (actually nothing), since the rally takes over most of a late 19th century hotel, The Riverside,
in Cambridge Springs, PA.

For those who like sleeping under a tent on the usual pebbles, grass, bugs, spiders, ants, and assorted beetles, etc., the Retreads Rally
would be considered generally undesirable, as everyone rents a room for the rally in the hotel, whence no fauna is allowed (you’re not even
allowed to bring in your own ants and beetles).  And no tents were to be observed, though there were spacious lawns around the hotel on
which one could probably be put up if one absolutely loved thin canvas walls and had to have such.  Rooms come with private baths
(showers, et al.), comfortable chairs or rockers, a nice bed or beds made up each day by the staff maids.  Rooms also included ancient chests
of drawers, side tables, and the occasional desk, and, get this, for your relaxational pleasure, no phones or TVs are to be found in the rooms!
If one MUST get a phone or TV fix, there’s one of each in the hotel lobby (a nod to the 20th, if not the 21st century).  It’s relaxing turn of the
century (19th-20th, that is) living!  And that includes a 10 foot wide covered porch aroiund the whole front and side of the hotel well
accoutered with chairs, rocking and overstuffed, some tables upon which to put one’s coctail, beer, tea, Pepsi or assorted pills, and the
occasional olde tyme horse drawn sleigh of the sort “Jingle Bells” celebrates...san horses, of coarse, but with clearly lettered signs saying
“Don’t touch the Sleigh!”—obviously in honor of those who demand absolute historical preservation.

For those who ride to eat and eat to ride—a tendency that seems to infect many motorcyclists—Breakfasts (and what Breakfasts!!) were
included with the room (i.e., they’re free....well, they’re included in the room rent—you don’t pay at the Dining room for ‘em, and you could
stuff yourself with enough to keep you all day if you really wanted).  Lunches and suppers in the dining hall are delicious, though from
Monday through Wednesday, suppers of various yummy sorts were part of one’s rally fee, and lunches were usually elsewhere when out on
one of the many rides that were set up by the rally gurus.

Speaking of rides, there were at least two or three a day to all sorts of interesting spots, from a Maple Syrup farm, to the Cummins Diesel
Factory, a winery tour (sips only allowed—but you could buy all the bottles you wanted to take home with you), a scenic railroad ride, the
Edinboro University Planetarium, a pottery factory tour, et al.  You signed up for the one you wanted to go on each day upon your arrival at
the rally.  It paid to get in early as some were limited in the number of people who could go on them.  Most people, it appeared, arrived on
Sunday, whence rally check-in ran from 3-5, though you could check in to your hotel room any time after that as well—the rally and hotel
check-ins were separate.

Evenings were not blanks either.  After pizza and wings Monday evening, a local historian gave a talk on the history of Cambridge
Springs—originally a kind of 19th century spa town where people went to “take the springs’ heavily laced mineral waters,” or just hang out
there away from the hugger mugger of home.  At one time the place sported 10 hotels as large or larger than the still existent Riverside, and
had a regular horse drawn omnibus (like a big bus hauled by a team of six) service from a railroad junction some distance to the East.  As far
as the water was concerned, you could either bathe in it (pool, tub, etc.) or, later on, drink it:  as a fellow began bottling it who figured it
would be as good for you inside as it was claimed to be outside, and that money could thus be made selling it to drink.  He had a medical
personage’s approval for this.  It was not claimed to be tasty, having a kind of sulphuroustambience, hus adding to the sense that it might be
medically good for you.  In any event, the ads for the bottled stuff claimed it would cure lots of ailments doctors today prescribe batallions
of pills for in their attempts to alleviate whatever aches or pains bedevil one.  Must’ve been good stuff once upon a time.

Tuesday evening saw a full-plate dinner theater, this year featuring an hilarious musical entitled simply “Peeved!”  I leave the content
of the many tunes’ lyrics to your imagination!  Suffice it to say, it had the audience in stitches most of the evening—and that after another
belly-busting meal.  Wow!  Or should I say “Unh.”  Then, Wednesday, of course, the rally finished up with another belt-loostener of a
banquet that included recognition of club people of note, along with the usual riders’ prizes.  These were followed by the drawing of door-
prize tickets in the attempt to clear off several large tables groaning under almost countless goodies donated by, or chivvied from, other fine
folks and numerous commercial motorcycle et al. establishments.  Each ticket winner could pick whatever she or he wanted from what was
left on the table after previous winners had chosen what thing they wanted.  —A good argument for the notion of “firstest is bestest.”  —All
in all, a fine end to an interesting if somewhat expensive, but very unique and restful, rally.

RALPH
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MAP TO THE MEETING AT LEO STANTON’S

WISDOM FROM WILL ROGERS,
WHO WAS ONE OF THEGREATEST POLITICAL SAGES

THIS COUNTRY HAS EVER KNOWN.
SOME OF HIS SAYINGS:

1. Never slap a man who’s chewing tobacco.
2. Never kick a cow chip on a hot day.
3. There are two theories to arguing with a woman.
Neither works.
4. Never miss a good chance to shut up.
5. Always drink upstream from the herd.
6. If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.
7. The quickest way to double your money is to fold it and put it

back into your pocket.

8. There are three kinds of men:
The ones that learn by reading.
The few who learn by observation.
The rest of them have to pee on the electric fence and find out for

themselves.
9. Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes

from bad judgment.
10. If you’re riding’ ahead of the herd, take a look back every now

and then to make sure it’s still there.
11. Lettin’ the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier’n puttin’ it

back.
12. After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started

roaring. He kept it up until a hunter came along and shot him.
    The moral: When you’re full of bull, keep your mouth shut.
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The Saturday, Sept. 19, 2013 club meeting will be held from 12:00 PM to
3 PM at Leo Stanton’s, 3015 Walton Rd in Finleyville, PA, (Ph.. 412-384-
8229). Hamburgers, hot dogs, and drinks will be provided.  Members are
asked to bring appetizers, side dishes, and desserts according to your last
name: A-H: side dish; I-P: appetizer; Q-Z: dessert.

From Pittsburgh: Take Rt. 51 South out of Pittsburgh.  About 8 miles or so
south of the south end of the Liberty Tunnels, you’ll cross a railroad
track and the Hwy 43/Turnpike.  About .6 mile after the Railroad, take
the Scotia Hollow Rd ‘Y’ to the right to Ridge Rd.  Cross Ridge Rd and
Turn Right onto Walton Rd (Walton dead-ends on Scotia Hollow and is
the next road to the right after Ridge Rd).  Leo’s Driveway, #3015, is
on the right on Walton, after you pass Dale Ln/Rd on the right.  You can
also turn right onto Ridge from Scotia Hollow instead of crossing Ridge,
then left onto Dale Ln/Rd, then right onto Walton, and right into Leo’s,
#3015, driveway.

From the South: Take Rt 51 North, cross the Monongahela River, and get
off at the Ridge Rd Exit after the Mon bridge, taking Ridge Rd West
toward Finleyville.  Turn left onto Dale Ln/Rd, right onto Walton, and
right at Leo’s, #3015, driveway.

Latitude and Longitude co-ordinates for GPS: N40.27308 W79.93028.

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $20 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $10 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


