PRESDIDENT’S CORNER
Yesterday was the October meeting at our
house in Valencia, PA. We had about 25
people at the meeting and more food than a
family could eat in a month! It was cool, but
no rain, we had many riders including Leo
Stanton who rode all the way from Finleyville.
That’s a long ride. Following the general
meeting, we had a preliminary planning meet-
ing for the 50" Rally that lasted over 2 hours.
Diane and | have volunteered to be co-chairs
for this significant milestone rally. Of course,
we will need many other volunteers for this
larger rally and need everyone to step up and
help. We are doing it big in 2016 and plans
are underway for stepping up the club’s rally
commitment to make it the best ever. We
expect support from MOA and RAand a large
eventon August 19, 20, 21, 2016 at Red Bank
Campground. If anyone wants to help Glenn
Kidd gather the club’s history to submit an
article to the BMW MOA magazine about the
club’s history and the 50" rally, let him know.

We had some new members at the meet-
ing and we now have 93 paid members. We
had 76 members paid last year, so | am very
pleased with the increase in new members.
It’s important that we get new, younger mem-
bers with energy and enthusiasm to actively
participate in the club and volunteer if we
are to continue to have an annual rally.

For a variety of reasons, meeting presen-
tations are no longer part of our meetings.
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NoOVEMBER MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on
Saturday,Nov. 21st, 2015, at Sculli’s
Bar & Grille, 1562 Island Avenue (SR
51), McKees Rocks, PA 15136 from
12-3PM. Mealtype at 3PM. Lunch
will be from the menu.




PuBLICATION INFO

The Four Winds BMW Riders
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors. Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer

Deadline: Articles submitted must
be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Nov. Meeting: Nov..21; Dec. is-
sue deadline: Tues., Nov.
24th). Atrticles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:

E-mail submissions: Send as at-
tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:
<meyer@zoominternet.net>

Avrticles on Disk Media mail to:
Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:

Avrticles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.
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MEETING ScHEDULE 2015

Mark the dates on your calendars,
but remember...

All meeting sites are tentative.
Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and up-
dates.

November 21, 2015, 12-3 PM —
Sculli’s Grille, 1562 Island Avenue
(SR 51) McKees Rocks, PA 15136.

December, 2015 — No Monthly Meet-

ing

N Z/

At the annual banquet and at an occasional
meeting we have a presentation. \We all en-
joy them. To add value to the meetings, | am
asking you to volunteer to make a short pre-
sentation 15 — 30 minutes about something
of interest to the club members. Things like
a long ride, motorcycle maintenance, a new
motorcycle that you bought or rode, new ac-
cessories or clothing. Photos would be pre-
ferred, but not necessary. Please contact me
with your ideas. We all have a lot to share.

Another goal was to use today’s technol-
ogy to improve the convenience and value to
our members. We have a really good club
website, an interactive forum and credit card
purchases are now common at the rally and
on-line. We are implementing an on-line
store for club merchandise purchases. Look
for our revised club logo on embroidered hats,
shirts, jackets and logo coffee cups coming
to our club web store by the end of the year.
Member notices will now come via Mail
Chimp’s on-line mailing program that con-
forms to CAN-SPAM rules.

It takes a lot of volunteers to keep any
club going for 50 years. Four Winds BMW
Riders is no exception. | want to thank our
new volunteer for Corresponding Secretary,
Mary Hetzel. Mark and Linda Loesch will
serve as Board advisors. All other positions
are the same as last year. Thanks to Diane
and Tim Pears, Marge Humphrey, Joann Barr,
Jeff Harlich and Glenn Kidd for continuing
their commitment to the club.

The monthly newsletter will end in De-
cember of this year. It will be replaced by a
“Club News” section on the website where
articles, like this one, will be posted regu-
larly.

Ralph Meyer has been Newsletter editor
for 12 years. He has done a great job keep-
ing all the news in one place for so many
years. For several years, we have been un-
able to find a volunteer to take on such an
important job. It is my hope that his knowl-
edge and writing skills will continue to be
available for the Club News section on-line.

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides. et al.:

These rides are free-form. Those at-
tending decide what they want to do
and where, if anywhere, they want
to ride. If you just want to show up
in the car and have breakfast with
fellow motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

Come! Eat! CHaT! RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:

Sun, Nov 1 — North at King’s Family
Restaurant, 1-79 & Rt 910/VIP
Drive., 10:00 AM

Sat, Nov 14 — West at Bob Evans, Rt
60 & Campbell’s Run Rd, 9:00 AM

Sun, Nov 15 — South at Eagles Land-
ing, Rostraver Airport, Rte 51,
10:00 AM

Sat, Nov 28 — East at Dick’s, Rt 22
Westbound Side, Monroeville, 9:00
AM

If you’re going to a breakfast ride,
you might want to notify others:
It’s not necessary, but it’d be nice
to let others know you’re going to a
particular Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site Mes-
sage Board’s Breakfast Ride section
saying so. That’ll help save a rider
from discovering too late that no one
else is going that day. The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is: http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure to
erase your post after the ride if you
can so the board doesn’t get clut-
tered.

A\ Z/

At the meeting, Vince Giannetti talked
about the third year of the Tommy Myers’
Tygart Lake weekend and the La Casa Nar-
cissi/ Foxburg ride last weekend.

The annual banquet will be moved to the
third Saturday in February. In the past, it
has been difficult to get members to RSVP
coming out of the holidays. The location is
still to be determined. At this point, we are
looking for a nice banquet hall. If you have a
suggestion, please let Diane Pears know.

More and more information is available
on the 4windsbmw.org web site for upcom-
ing monthly club meetings, forum and more.
Keep checking the web site for the latest
news and information.

JOHN



EMW Club a

Location: Humphrey’s House, Valencia
Board in Attendance: John & Marge Humphrey, Jeff Harlich, Joann Barr, Tim & Diane Pears

Four WinDs BMW RIDERS
Ocr. 17, 2015 MEETING MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by President John Humphrey at 1:00 p.m. with 17 people present. Despite
very cool temps and some wet white stuff “up north”, a handful of hardy riders showed up on bikes.

Treasurer’s report: Was given by Marge Humphrey. We currently have 92 paid members. That's 15 more
than last year. Mosites Motorsports dealership is a good new place to connect with potential members.
We have a broad insurance policy covering the rally and club during the year with Haggerty.

Elections: No positions were contested. John welcomed Mary Hetzel as the incoming Corresponding
Secretary for next year and three new appointed “Advisors” who will assist in sharing the Board’s work load:
Mark and Linda Loesch, and John Hetzel.

Tom Myers’ WV Camp Weekend: Vince Gianeti reported that 12 people went, homemade Italian gnoccis
were made for dinner, some rode to Blackwater Falls on Sat., great bonfires, and a good time was had by all.

La Casa Narcisi Winery & Foxburg Festival Ride: Vince Gianetti organized an Italian lunch followed by a
ride to Foxburg last Sun., Oct. 11. Seven people showed up, good riding. See photos on the Forum posted by
John Hetzel.

Newsletter: Ralph Meyer is retiring at the end of this year, 2015. If no-one volunteers to be Editor, all future
news, events and articles will be transitioned to a space on the website.

Shack Wrenching Sessions: Desire was expressed to have more of these events. Vince Gianetti volunteered
to line some up. Need garages to meet in and project ideas.

Banquet 2016: Is going to be the 3 Sat. of February (the 20™) this year to give more time buffer after the
holiday rush. Still looking for a reasonably priced place with GOOD food.

Rally 2016: Last month it was announced that an open planning session for all interested people will be held
today following the regular Oct. meeting at Humphrey's house. John Humphrey and Diane Pears will be Rally
Co-Chairs for the 50" next year.

November Meeting: Sciulli's Bar & Grill, 1562 Island Ave., McKees Rocks, PA 15136. Planning to have more
presentations at meetings. Multi media is available at Sciulli's. One suggestion for a mtg. or rally is having a
mechanic from Mathias BMW in Ohio speak. Suggestions are welcome. Members are encouraged to tell about
a project, trip, or anything interesting — even a good video. Does not have to be long.

SuBMMED BY
Tim Dears
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OcTOBER MEETING PICTURES
Our thanks to Diane Pears for her excellent shots of the meeting at John and Marge Humphrey’s!




NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE showcased in the group photo and who also rides an R9-T and David
Ocr. 4, 2015 Donley who rides an R1100S. There was much laughter as you can
by Walt Halaja see via the photos that ReddyK. took One of the topics was traffic

Well, we had 12 members and the two members you might not rec-  tickets; | got a warning down in WV a couple of months ago and
ognize in the group photo are Rick Neira whosr “1968 R69S “ is  that’s another story, and another member got a real ticket recently

[ ] [ ]
o On the Net... °
° Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what °
o it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders... '.
®  Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or “‘Enter’ to go there. 0.
Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and ©
. A . . [ ]
° past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so. °
o Hard Core GS Rider: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1CQ5_yUmYJQ&t=162 o
'. KTM/R1200GS Shootout: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezerHZGK4AY .'
[ ] [ ]
[ ] [ ]
[ ] [ ]

For SALE & FREE
Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
1996 K1100LT with ABS for sale. 62,000 miles on the odometer. Will take best offer. If interested, call Max Stanton at 412-
400-0569.
Stuff for F800ST: 26 tall Parabellum Windshield, Touratech crash bar set, Bar Back, BMW Tank Bag. Windshields are
clear and already have Velcro strips for attaching EZPass Transponder. Rick Mayer heated Pilot Seat for 2006 K1200GT.

Asking half new price (or less). Make an offer on any or all items. Contact: meyer@zoominternet.net .

Big Al Vangura’s Kymco for sale: W:e are selling Big Al’'s Kymco Scooter. If you are interested or know anyone that would
want to purchase this scooter, please contact us or pass this message on. This is a 2009 Kymco 250 Ri Scooter. We are asking
$3,500 or best offer - It has on it 19,940 miles, and includes an extra long wind shield, Special brake light, cover, and Top
trunk. If interested, please call: 724-736-2884 or 724-557-0802. Dee Vangura. Please see the pictures of it and its accesso-
ries on page 16 of the March 2013 newsletter.




and is going to fight it. He was going 45 in a 25
mile per hour zone, which is easy to do and, as
a matter of fact, | did that myself on the way
home just riding the road “if you know what |
mean.” So | hope he wins! After the breakfast
we just about went our separate ways, but | do
know Jack Bramkamp went to the golf course
and said he is done this year, so do you think he
will ride next year? John & Mary Hetzel went |
to look at a 2014 650GS with low mileage off
the Craig’s list, and guess what? ReddyK just
sent me a photo of it and told me John bought it
for Mary! “Heavy Duty!!” And Mary is our
Corresponding Secretary for 2016! “Many
Thanks Mary!”

| took the long way home and didn’t find
any Historical markers, but | passed a few | al-
ready had gotten. | thought I was finished, but
| just might try to get one more and that’s the
“Fort Pitt Block House” up close! Maybe on a
Sunday?

We missed a few of our regulars and Ralph :
is one of them who is under the wind, so hello from all of us and get
well soon!

Warr

Thanks to Walt
Halaja for the group
picture, and Ron
“ReddyK” Latkovic
for the indoor shots
and that of Mary
Hetzel’s new GS.
Nice, huh?



NaRrcist WINERY/FOXBURG WINERY RIDE

SATURDAY, OcTOBER 10, 2015
By John & Mary Hetzel
Seven of us had a wonderful dinner at the Narcisi Winery on Saturday. Afterwards, Vincenzo led us on a nice ride north on Route 528 to
Moraine State Park, where we made a pit stop and then continued north to the Foxburg Fall Festival. We met Kent and Lou Ann McFadden
there. We enjoyed apple dumplings for desert. The weather was absolutely perfect. Mary was able to take pictures of the whole ride being
a passenger this time. As we approached Foxburg it was incredible. There were so many people at the festival the bridge was full of bikes
waiting to park. The river was so beautiful. The trees are changing now making a ride so enjoyable. Fall is here: time to ride before snow
falls. Take care be safe! Hope to see everyone at the meeting at John Humphrey’s home.

Joun & Magy
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2015 MiLeAGE Form

This form may be used as a Beginning or Ending Mileage Report Form, or both. If
you submitted a beginning report form you need only submit the ending
mileage(s) before the Second Friday in January of the Coming Year. If you have
not yet submitted your beginning mileage(s) for this year and did not submit the
ending mileage(s) for last year, submit your beginning mileage(s) now! If you did
neither and it is the end of the year, then submit BOTH your beginning and
ending mileage(s) on this form. Be sure to date the form!!!

Note: your previous year’s Dec. 31 mileage(s), if sent in, will be your beginning
mileage(s) as of Jan 1, of this year! If so, you need only submit your ending
mileage(s) at the end of this year.

Four Winds Mileage Contest

®

Mileage Form — for the Current Year

Mail Form to:
Name: Date:
Mileage Contest
Address: c/o Walter Halaja
_ 1318 Merryfield St.
City: Pittsburgh, PA 15204,
State- Zip: or p.referably, E-mail
- the information to:
Phone Number: ( ) wbhalaja@msn.com
Make / Model / Year Beginning Mileage (ONLY | Ending Mileage
if not sent in last January!)
Bike 1
Bike 2
Bike 3

Mileage submitted must be an honest record of the odometer readings for the
Motorcycles you currently own, operate, and submit for the beginning and/or end of the
year. You can submit the mileage from one bike or all of the bikes you own. The sum
of miles you attain on all of your bikes combined will produce this year’s winner.

The highest mileage submitted at the end of the year will win a $50 gift certificate to refill
your tank at:

gﬂ’fai_é\

And Note: ADDITIONAL PRIZES will be offered this year:

2"? Prize: will win a $25 Sheetz gift certificate

3" and 4™ Prizes: ALL Participants’ nhames will be put in the ‘hat’ and 2 will be drawn to
receive a 1 year’s Free 4 Winds Membership. As the saying goes. . . “It pays to play.”




Ep SyPHAN RECUPERATING
Ed Syphan, a favorite club ride leader (known in this capacity as the phamous ‘Syphoon’) and former club officer has recently undergone
heart surgery and is now recuperating at home. The word from the doctors is that he is not allowed to drive for 2 months, and cannot return
to work for 3 months. Consequently, he is relaxing at home these days, and would no doubt like to hear from his friends in the club. His

address is below, as well as his e-mail address. Keep him in your thoughts!

Ed’s address is:

Ed Syphan

4870 Whippoorwill Drive

Hermitage, PA 16148

His e-mail address is: esyphan@yahoo.com

STATISTICS FOR 1914:

Fuel for the Model ‘T’ Ford was sold in drug stores only.

The average life expectancy for men was 47 years.

Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub.

Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone.

There were only 8,000 cars and only 144 miles of paved roads.

The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.

The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower.

The average US wage in 1910 was 22 cents per hour.

The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year....

A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year, a den-
tist $2,500 per year, a veterinarian between $1,500 and $4,000
per year, and a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year.

There were no safety nets for those thrown out of work nor for the
elderly or sick such as unemployment insurance, Social Secu-
rity, or medical insurance, medicaid, or medicare. You worked
until you dropped as there was generally no retirement and com-
panies didn’t pay enough to save for such..

More than 95 percent of all births took place at home..

Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION!
Instead, they attended so-called medical schools, many of which
were condemned in the press AND the government as “substan-
dard.”

Sugar cost four cents a pound.

Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.

Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.

Most women only washed their hair once a month, and used Borax
or egg yolks for shampoo.

Canada passed a law that prohibited poor people from entering into
their country for any reason.

The Five leading causes of death were:

1. Pneumonia and influenza

2. Tuberculosis

3. Diarrhea

4. Heart disease

5. Stroke

The American flag had 45 stars...

The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, was only 30!!!

Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea hadn’t been invented
yet.

There was neither a Mother’s Day nor a Father’s Day.

Two out of every 10 adults couldn’t read or write and only 6 percent
of all Americans had graduated from high school.

Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available over the counter
at the local corner drugstores.

Back then pharmacists said, “Heroin clears the complexion, gives
buoyancy to the mind, regulates the stomach and bowels, and is,
in fact, a perfect guardian of health!” (Shocking?)

Eighteen percent of households had at least one full-time servant or
domestic help...

There were about 230 reported murders in the ENTIRE U.S.A.!

It is impossible to imagine what it may be like in another 100 years.

THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN...NOVEMBER,

2005
Prepared by Walt Halaja. Thanks, Walt!!

'THE PRESIDENTIAL VIEW
By Riek Gzesh

Another beautiful and suany fall day and
another succeasful turn out for October’s
“ride to” meeting. It always makes me feel
good to see 20 + bikes parked together. Bikes
are made to be ridden after all, and what bet-
ter excuse to ride than to join your friends on
a ride to beautiful Mingo Creek Park in
Washington County where our meeting was
held. I never knew this park existed until
fellow Board Members Dan & Margaret
Weaver, suggested and then helped plan our
meeting,. What a great suggestion, “Thank
you Dan & Margaret!™

The October meeting was also notable
as the results of our 2006 Beard Elections
were revealed. Current vear Vice President,
Scott Bassin will assume the leadership role
as President for 2006. Scott is an excellent
choice and he will have an equally excellent
Beoard to work with. They will certainly re-
ceive my help and support through out the
vear as [ am sure that they will receive yours,
because 2006 will be an important and land-
mark vear for our ¢lub as we will be hosting
or 40th consecutive rally, still the USA record
holder. I can hardly wait!

Also at the meeting, it was announced
that USMC 1st Sgt George Blackham IV has
returned safely from his tour of duty in Iraq.
The entire club would like to say “Welcome
Home George!” “We are really happy to
have you back and can’t wait to see you and
shake your hand. Thank you for helping to
keep our great country safe!” By the way we
loved seecing your picture on page 17 of the
October issue of the MOA ON Magazine that
you sent in while still overseas, Those Jawaas
never stood a chance against vour mighty
tank! Thanks for the chuckle.

o SRR TR SRR S TP S BT ERRe, AT IR [



The Way We Were, continued...

EAsT BrREAKFAST RIDE

9/24/2005

Sommy Robisen
WOW!! Just look how many riders attending - John Bary; Walt Halaja,
Ralph Mever, Jay Singh. Ed Tatters. and Me. Now that's a right
tolerable size group, but wait awhile, a great looking /6 arrives in
the lot, and an unknown rider comes in to share the morning. Mr,
John Jamison ef the Jamison Farm eame along to check out the group.
Seems the /6 had been in storage for some years and had been re-

Continued in next column ->

BATTERIES!
Walt Halaja

Near November some of our members think about storing or winter-
izing their bikes for the winter months! Some of the things they may
do would be to remove the fuel from the tank (Best), or put a fuel
gtabilizer in the fuel tank. or at least drain the fuel from the carbure=
tors, put a rag in the exhaust pipe to keep out the moisture, remove
the battery from the bike, set it on a piece of wood, and do a triekle
charge say once a month or 8o, or just put the battery on trickle charge
when the garage doot is opened during the wintry months!

Speaking of batteries, the end of Oet. ia one of two times a year
that it is recommended that you change your batteries in your smoke
detectors and earbon monoxide alarms--of which I have two of, Night=
hawls (by Kidde) are one of the best carbon monoxide detectors, I
hear! (Be advised, I have no stock in this company!) The other time
of the year to change batteries is when the cloek is changed back to
daylight savings. Seme folks just do it once a vear: if se, then this is
the most eritieal time to do it! So take a fow minutes to help keep
your family and home safe, so you can ride again!

Wawr Haavn
TecH NOTE

Sean Barrott

Just a short note on the repair of a flat tire. On the way back from the
RA rally (great rally!), I picked up a small rod in my back tire on the
back roads of Kentucky. I putin two “mushroom® plugs, but both
continued to leak around the plug. I assume that the hole was too
large for the plugs, so 1 ended up using two “gorilla snots” rather
than one and that worked great. It got me home without any prob-
lems, The lesson here is; carry both with you when you travel,
Also, T hud no problem filling up my tire with CO2 cartridges.

For those who don't know what “gorilla snot” is, they are the
stieky rubber cords for tire repair that vou usually can get at any auto
parts store,

Sean
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cently refitted to resume its running career. So, with this addition,
we ol shared the time kicking tires and the usual chatter of a group
asgembly.

Then came the “where 107" disoussion and, since no one had a
particular idea, I plotied out a ride. Then Walt said Garrett, Md, and
left the how to me. So that's how it started. Ralph was having some
physical problems and decided to forgo the pleasure this time and
Mr, Jamison eited the need to get back to the farm, thus the other
five of us started out in column.

Since I had the front pesition and was thinking as we traveled
what would make the ride interesting, I decided that I would see how
far I eould ride with out a stop that would require a foot touch down.
So after crossing Rt 22 and heading south I eounted. Starting with
the traffic light at Rt 22 on School road we made oll the traffic lights
on a green setting and the stop signs were with out any traffie—thus,
& shert pause was all required. We padsed through Harrison City =
Manor — Adamsburg — Madison = connected to Rt 136 at Arona —
then Madison and south across Rt70 through Mendon and connected
io Rt 819 and then Smithion. Passing there, we followed the rver
for a short distance, then over the hills through Jacobs Creek and
Panning and tumed at Stiokel and went to Dawson. then Vandebilt.

vhere we conneoted with Rt 201,

Note: After leaving Jacobs Creok, we came upon bike with the
luminum side cases, which to me gaid “BMWI!® Se, I joined into
taggered formation to allew him to lead the column. After a short
vhile, I think he felt we were intruding and pulled over 1o wave us
w. On passing I saw the Roundel on the uel tank, but didn’t cateh
he model of the bike. Later discussing the happening, no one else
remed to have noticed it either-thua it remains the mystery: Who
vas the rides, ete?

Well back to Rt 201: Here I finally had to stop for traffic and put
ot to ground. According to Walt's GPS it was 42.3 miles into the
ide, which was not so bad for distance and all the back roads, inter=
iections ete, The lack of traflie, lights, and other obatructions played
tbig part, But what ean I sav? 1 enjoy the back and even the back—
vack roads. 1 guess it's the hillbilly in me. Here Ed Tatlers had to
iplit and the group headed in the direction of Connellsville, Up to
his point, 201 was the widest and fastest rond so the pace inoreased,
Chen Ole’ Mom Nature stepped in and we had the first pit stop.
(his—aecording to these who delve into thia type of record keep-
ng—was at 47 miles into the trip and at 11:40 hours, Now that's
seeping track of the happenings all around. Right?

Then, it was to Dunbar and up the mountain on Old Mill Road: a
urvy up and down West Pa. typical motoreyele delight that carries
1p to Kentuck Knob and Ohio Pyle via the back door. At this point
iame the second stop, leg stretch, and wallk=a-hit. Today was a great
lay to be out with hardly anyone at the falls except for the White
Nater folks. Just a great place for a break.

Now the eonsensus was that the ride was long enough in this
lirection so that we should start the return trip on some faster pace
rails in the direction of the home grounds,

This said—Nemalville—Tones Mills—Donegal, and Ligonier
1ot us to Rt 30 and this headed us west, Then, the back road mental-
ty overcame me and we twned to Derry—through Keystone State
Yark to a fill up/empty out at the Sheets store in New Alexandria,
vhich gave a brief pause.

Next direotion was to go to Salisburg where John Barr said he
would leave the paek and head to Spring Church. Walt and Jay said
this was a good spot from which to head for home, so [ decided to tag
along with John and cheek out some other roads not traveled thus
far, Saltsburg came and off we all went in new directions.

John and I eame 1o Clarksburg (on Rt 286 north) then tumed to



The Way We Were, continued...

the Shady Plain heading. Some road was good and some a bit rough.,
but we split after reaching Rt 56: he to Spring Chureh and me fo-
ward Monroeville via Avenmore and Rt 286 back to Diek’s Diner for
a snaek before heading home,

I’m not liating all the reads traveled, beeause 37 weuld be a tad
exeessive. The GPS on my handlebars showed 173 miles, home to
home. Riding time was 4:15 and average speed was 41.65 mph.
Wall linted 170.3 miles from Diel’s to home.

Se, thus ancther East B-ride went down. Great group, nice roads,
perfest weather, one for the memory book. How was your ride that
day? Why not share it ?

Till another time then — be seein’ u - bye!

HELMET SAFETY
Buying a helmet? Of course, check out the safety factors: Note that
DOT standards are lower than Snell standards and a helmet that
meets Snell standards, all other things being equal will be a more
protective helmet than one that ‘merely’ meets DOT standards. One
that meets neither should never be considered.

Which is better, an open faced or a closed faced helmet? If in an
accident you don’t mind your face being clobbered, scraped along
the blacktop or concrete, or your nose ground down to match your
cheeks, an open faced helmet is OK—at least the top and back of
your head will be protected. I’ve worn them and occasionally still
do, and so have friends of mine. One claims that should something
happen, he’s determined to turn his head and body so the top or back
of his helmet, rather than the front is what will make contact with
whatever bad things there are to make contact with. Good thought!
But accidents happen so quickly that the possibility of doing that is
somewhere, seems to me, close to the Zilch realm. For best total
protection the way to go remains a closed face helmet—one with a
strong chin bar and clear face-plate. These come in 2 types, the
unopenable chin-bar type, which are the safest, and the flip-up chin-
bar type—a bit less safe, but easier to get on and off, and convenient
for flipping up for various purposes.

And what about color? Studies have indicated that either white
or lime-Yellow are the best helmet colors. Dark and silver helmets
are not—silver unfortunately blends in with the color of some roads,
and dark helmets are unconspicuous. A British study of helmet safety
done several years ago indicated that people wearing white helmets
were 24% less likely to be in a collision caused by other vehicles.
Motor patrolmen generally wear white helmets, and 1’ve noticed on
occasion that automobile drivers have actually insisted on my taking
the right-of-way at crossroads when I’m wearing my white Nolan.
The only explanation | can come up with for this behavior is that
they are either being very nice, or that they actually think I’m a cop
because of my white helmet. If that’s the case, they obviously don’t
want me behind ‘em.

A final note that I’ve found somewhere is that a helmet that has
been dropped hard, or that is more than 5 years old should be re-
placed. Dropping compresses the impact absorbing material, less-
ening its ability to absorb shock and thus protect the wearer, and age
results in deterioration of the compressable protective material and
other components also rendering the helmet less capable of protect-
ing the wearer. Or maybe the latter 5 year figure is to provide the

Sonny

helmet manufacturers with sales so they stay in business, but I tend
to doubt that as the reason for the 5 year limit on helmet life. For
safety’s sake, keep this stuff in mind when purchasing a helmet.
And remember, don’t be like the Hardly Ableson poseurs who seem
to imagine a do-rag is the safest thing to wear. Well, Yep, it defi-
nitely is—iF you want to be undertaker fodder. ‘Nuff said.

IT’s TO LAUGH...
THE RETIRED HUSBAND, TOO FUNNY...

After | retired, my wife insisted that | accompany her on her trips
Shopping. Unfortunately, like most men, | found shopping boring
and preferred to get in and get out. Equally unfortunately, my wife is
like most women - she loves to browse. Yesterday my dear wife
received the following letter from the local department store:

Dear Mrs. Harris:

Over the past six months, your husbhand has caused quite a commo-
tion in our store. In consequence, we cannot tolerate this behavior
and have been forced to ban both of you from the store.

Our complaints against your hushand, Mr. Harris, are listed below
and are documented by our video surveillance cameras:

1. June 15: He took 24 hoxes of condoms and randomly put them
in other people’s carts when they weren’t looking.

2. July 2: Set all the alarm clocks in Housewares to go off at 5-
minute intervals.

3. July 19: Walked up to an employee and told her in an official
voice, ‘Code 3 in Housewares. Get on it right away’. This caused
the employee to leave her assigned station and receive a repri-
mand from her Supervisor that in turn resulted with a union griev-
ance, causing management to lose time and costing the com-
pany money. We don’t have a Code 3.

4. August 4: Went to the Service Desk and tried to put a bag of
M&Ms on layaway.

5. August 15: Set up a tent in the camping department and told the
children shoppers he’d invite them in if they would bring pil-
lows and blankets from the bedding department to which twenty
children obliged.

6. August 23: When a clerk asked if they could help him he began
crying and screamed, ‘Why can’t you people just leave me alone?’
EMTs were called.

7. September 4: Looked right into the security camera and used it
as a mirror while he picked his nose.

8. September 10: While handling guns in the hunting department,
he asked the clerk where the antidepressants were.

9. October 18: Hid in a clothing rack and when people browsed
through, yelled ‘PICK ME! PICK ME!’

10. October 22: When an announcement came over the loud speaker,
he assumed a fetal position and screamed, ‘OH NO! IT’'S THOSE
VOICESAGAINY’

11. Took a box of condoms to the checkout clerk and asked where
is the fitting room?

And last, but not least:

12. October 23: Went into a fitting room, shut the door, waited
awhile; then yelled very loudly, ‘Hey! There’s no toilet paper in
here.” One of the clerks passed out.

SiGNED,
Tue Manager
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

How po I join
Four WinDs BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $20 per year for pri-

mary membership, and $10 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.
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DIRECTIONS TO THE NOVEMBER MEETING:

The Nov. 21st, 2015 regular meeting of the BMW Riders of Pittsburgh will

be held beginning at 12:00** Noon through 3:00 PM at Sculli’s Bar &

Grille, 1562 Island Avenue (SR 51), McKees Rocks, PA 15136, Telephone:

(412) 771-7191. URL: http://sciullisbarandgrille.com/ . Lunch will be from

the menu.

From Pittsburgh and the south, Get on State Rte 51 North and continue
North to Sculli’s at 1562 Island Avenue (SR 51) on your right. Turn
right immediately after Sculli’s onto Glenn Way. The parking lot for
Sculli’s will be on your left.

From the North, Get to and on State Rte 51 South and travel South to
Sculli’s at 1562 Island Avenue (SR 51) on your left. Turn left immedi-
ately before Sculli’s onto Glenn Way. The parking lot for Sculli’s will
be on your left.

**The Board will meet at 11:00 AM.
Approximate Latitude and Longitude for GPSs: Sculli’s Parking:
N40.48911 W80.07931 Sculli’s: N40.48891 W80.07924



