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APRIL MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Satur-
day, April 15th, 2006 at  Magoo’s Bar,
9101 Perry Hwy., Pittsburgh, Pa.
15237.  Ph.: 412-635-2300, from 3
PM. See additional details on last
page.  ...Don’t forget to stop in at
BMW Pgh.’s same day 9AM-2PM
open house first!  (They’re both way
better’n doin’ late IRS stuff!!!)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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President – Scott Bassin
724-538-4612

sbassin@city-net.com

Vice President – Ed Syphan
724-347-5590

esyphan@yahoo.com
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Corres. Sec’y – Holly
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Director – Jürgen Brune
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The hunt is on:  Post Offices from A to Z.
Photograph ‘em with you and your bike!
Make sure their name is in the picture;

send the picture to BMR Point Mistress Diane!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Well, Saturday’s club meeting was a
barn-burner!  A great turnout (43
members), and between the Rally raffle
discussion and the BMR discussion,
Saturday’s meeting covered a lot of
ground with plenty-o-passion.  Although
we may have hit a couple of gravel
patches along the way, we didn’t wipe
out and I think we ended up in a good
spot with the BMR program.  See the
final BMR Point Earnings Method sheet
later in the newsletter.  Let’s put the
debate over how many points the
activities earn behind us and move on to
enjoying the activities themselves.

Of course, it’s hard to enjoy our club’s
activities if you’re not a member.  So send
in your dues!  The club is compelled to
drop from the membership roster those
who haven’t paid by the next meeting.

Finally for this abbreviated column, I’d
like to give kudos to our Rally
Committee, which has generated a lot of
ideas to make our 40th anniversary rally
a special one.  Most of us have no idea
how many different moving parts there
are to planning a normal rally, let alone
the 40th.  We’re lucky to have a proactive
and energetic team working on this
year’s rally.

See you in April!

SCOTT
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and
pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 AM the
Wednesday after the club
meeting of the month preced-
ing the month of publication
(e.g., Apr. Meeting: Apr. 15;
May. issue deadline: 6:00 AM,
Wed., Apr. 19th).  Articles/Info
rec’d after deadline go in next
month’s newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

MEETING SCHEDULE 2006
Mark the dates on your calendars,

but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and up-
dates.

April 15, 2006 — 3:00 PM Magoo’s
Bar & Rest’nt, Perry Hwy,
McCandless

May, 2006 — TBA
June, 2006 — TBA
July, 2006 — TBA
August, 2006 — Friday, August 18

to Sunday, August 20
40th!! Annual Four Winds Rally!

September, 2006 — TBA
October, 2006 — TBA
November, 2006 — TBA
December, 2006 — No Monthly Meet-

ing

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Apr 2 — North at King’s, I-

79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM -- BUT: Packard Museum
Ride LEAVES at 10:00!  If you
are going on the Museum ride
and want breakfast, be here at
8:30... or at least be ready to
roll, tank full, bladder empty,
at 9:50.

Sat, Apr 8 — West at Eat n’ Park,
Rt 60 & 22/30, 9:00 AM

Sun, Apr 16 — South at the Road-
side Restaurant, Rt 51, 10:00
AM

Sat, Apr 22 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Lane,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

APRIL 2006 SHACK
Wednesday, April 19, 7-10PM at Gary
Smith's Garage, 1829 Baldwick Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15205, 412-977-0426
(Cell); 412-922-7909 (Home Phone)
Directions:  From Ft. Pitt Bridge go

South on I-279 through the Fort Pitt
Tunnel toward the Airport.

At top of hill get off I-279 South at Exit
4 (Crafton-Greentree Exit). Take
the Crafton portion of the ramp
(which is the one to the left and not
as sharp as the other portion).

At end of ramp, at stop sign, turn left
onto Mansfield Ave.

Go short distance to traffic light and
turn right onto Poplar St.

At bottom of hill, at traffic light, turn
left onto Noblestown Rd.

At the next intersection (a traffic light)
turn right onto Baldwick Rd.

Proceed to the Stop sign at the corner
of Baldwick Rd. and Crafton Blvd.
The garage is brown building on the
left (two garage doors with number
1829 attached between them) at the
corner.

Entrance is on the right side where light
will be on. Watch your step. Grab
handle in place. Garage is located
where the Blue Belt turns left onto
Crafton Blvd. There is street park-
ing along Crafton Blvd. My cell
phone will be on in case you get lost:
412-977-0426.
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MILEAGE CONTEST!
The mileage contest started March 1st!   This year, Tim
Pears is kindly handling the mileage contest, so get your
odometer readings for all your bikes in to Tim.  It’s not too
late.  Let’s see how many miles we all can rack up this
year!   Tim’s e-mail address is dtpears@earthlink.net, or
mail in the information.  Tim’s address is in your member
address list.  See the form on p. 16 of this newsletter!

MEETING MINUTES

FOR THE CLUB MEETING OF 3/18/2006
LOCATION: BRASS RAIL, PLEASANT HILLS, PA

TIME: 2:45 PM
Scott opened the meeting by welcoming the members present on
another very cold winter day with 43 members present and 5 indi-
viduals who rode!

1) Old Business
Membership Renewal - As required by the By-Laws, dues are sup-
posed to be paid by today, and last day to pay before being dropped
from the membership roster is the April 15 meeting.  No increase
(still $15 for regular and $7.50 for associate). Please see or send
money to Margaret Weaver.

2) New Business
Starlite Cruise has asked if we would like to have a Four Winds

night again this year.  The members agreed that it was a worth-
while event and there was consensus that we should proceed.
Scott will contact the organizers of the event to see if Friday,
June 16 is available.

Tom Primke sold the remaining inventory of hats at the meeting.
Tim Pears has Mileage Contest Forms. Submit your starting mile-

age for this year! [Editor’s note: See p. 16 of this issue for the
forms/information]

The Rally Committee is asking for help to offset some additional
expenses that they foresee. Band music for two nights will easily
run over $1,000. M&S Meats will most likely have a price in-
crease due to fuel cost and catering in general has increased. It
might also be possible to defray part of the $1,000 Grand Prize
previously authorized by the Board. The committee is proposing
a raffle of a Garmin 2720 GPS. A GPS was selected as the prize
because it is considered a cross over gift where it could be used
for motorcyclist, recreation camping or automotive. The active
club members present would be asked to contribute to the effort
by selling tickets up until the rally and the drawing will take
place after the rally dinner. Tickets would be $5 and 800 tickets
would be printed.  A quote of $85 for 400 tickets has already
been received, and the Rally Committee will request a new quote
for 800 tickets.  The person who sells the most tickets will re-
ceive a $100 cash prize as well. The GPS will be mailed to the
winner, and the winner need not be present to be eligible. Scott
asked the members for a show of hands of those that could con-
tribute to the effort. Over 20 members indicated that they would
support the sale of raffle tickets, while four members indicated
they could not.  Therefore, we concluded that we would proceed
with the raffle.

3) BMR Program/Awards
An extensive discussion took place with a review of the BMR Point

Program. Changes to the way points are assigned were reviewed.
The shift of points assigned places greater emphasis on more
leadership activities, active club participation and promotion of
interest in the rally or board. The threshold for receiving award
stickers was increased from 10 to 20 in order to save on the cost
of stickers, and in recognition of the fact that most active mem-
bers already have several stickers. The club voted on the pro-
gram changes, and the changes were approved with certain modi-
fications.  Changes will be made effective as of March 1st and
Diane Pears will provide an updated point schedule for the news-
letter.

4) Rally Report
Kevin Hart thanked the members who attached mailing addresses

and stamps to the Lost Member / Rally Notice Postcards while
waiting for the food to be served. Tom will mail the cards out
after the meeting.

Mitch Kehan provided a T-Shirt update. He is in contact with the
Finger Lakes Vendor - Watkins Sporting Goods and the Rally T-
Shirt order will be placed this week. A special order for the fol-
lowing apparel can be placed through Mitch - Black Ladies Cut
T’s, Black Long Sleeve T’s. Dark Navy Short & Long Sleeve Tie
Dye T’s. Information to be posted in the Newsletter and Website.
Hurry!  These orders must be placed in a timely fashion to save
money and time.  Scott will send an e-mail announcement about
this limited-time opportunity to all members.  [Editor’s note:
See p. 17.  Mitch said orders must be to him by Friday, March
24.]

5) Members and Events
The club recognized Paul Stanton, and Paul & Willa Cronin, as well

as members we have not seen in awhile Gary & Lorraine Hoffman.
Holly Marcheck is working on a Memorial Day Ride to a West Vir-

ginia State Park with cabin rental. Contact Holly if interested.
Ed Syphan reported that the April Meeting will return to Magoo’s at

3 PM the same day as the BMW of Pittsburgh open house. Paul
Cronin offered weather advice for riding with “Syphoon”.

6) 50 /50
Fifty / Fifty tickets were sold by Nancy Barrett. Rick Gzesh was the

winner of the drawing, receiving $45.
Meeting Closed at 3:39 PM

SUBMITTED BY SHIRLEY HART, RECORDING SECRETARY

A new method of mounting (dismounting?) a bike in order
to start right out with a Wheelie (or was that a Stoppie???)

Pic sent in by Jürgen Brune
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MOTORCYCLING - GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH

OR RIDE FAR, LIVE LONG, & PROSPER
Sent along by Dan and Margaret Weaver

How many times has some do-gooder warned you against your mo-
torcycle in the interest of your health? Do you politely stand there
while a well-intentioned Samaritan regales you with horror stories
of a relative of a friend of a friend who went down two days after he
bought his bike? I used to dryly inform such self-appointed nice guys
that, since most people die in their own beds, to avoid that horrible
fate, it would be best to start sleeping on the floor. Now I no longer
go head to head with sufferers of moto-phobia. I just tell them now
that biking is conducive to a long, healthy and happy life. Here’s
how this came about:

During my recent trip to India I came across a new motorcycle
magazine called BIKE India which, surprisingly, boasts some really
well-researched articles by some top internationally-recognized and
local writers. It seems that the family of Adil Jal Darukhanawala, the
Editor of BIKE India, still owns the oldest continuously-run motor-
cycle dealership in the world, which today sells Indian-built Yamahas
(called TVS Yamaha) in the university town of Pune, Maharashtra
State. Adil is one of the most pro-moto two-wheel visionaries you’ll
ever meet.

Anyway, the January ’06 issue of BIKE India carries a tightly-
researched article entitled “One More Reason to Bike: It’s Good For
Your Health!” This article has the hard facts on things that you and I
always suspected to be true but had, until now, had no way of prov-
ing. The bit of scientific investigation came about when the good
folks at Motorcycle Consumer News set out to find Britain’s oldest
biker. To the delight of the MCN research team, they found that
every single aging rider they talked to credited motorcycling as his
or her key to longevity and health. Forging ahead, MCN enlisted the
help of students of King’s College of London University Hospital to
research why those older riders love motorcycling so much. Here’s
what they found:

The Brain: Biking is joyous and is therefore a natural anti-de-
pressant. The brain responds to the thrilling sensations of balance
combined with forward motion by producing endorphins that pre-
vent depression. Since depression leads to illness, biking is an anti-
dote to disease through prevention of melancholia.

The Lungs: Buses, trains and especially airplanes are confining
metal tubes in which passengers are forced to breathe virus-satu-
rated second hand air making for an unsafe travel environment. Bikes
on the other hand put you in the wind, a known purifier that is con-
ducive to health by sending fresh oxygen throughout the lungs.

The Heart: The next time a self-styled saint tries to get you
safely buckled into some overbuilt SUV, ask him what he thinks the
effect of traffic jams and road rage have on the heart. Highway-re-
lated anxiety causes a release in hormones that actually increase
blood pressure, leading to dangerous levels of stress. Gridlock causes
tension, but lanesplitting brings on euphoria. Bye by cars, bye by
heart disease.

Circulation: The frequent changes in bodily temperature expe-
rienced by motorcyclists stimulate blood circulation, which protects
against circulatory problems such as varicose veins and hardening of
the arteries. Sitting in some cushy “luxury” car all day in rush hour

commute is an excellent way to shut down circulation in the ex-
tremities, a known cause of blood clots. Remember that ambulances
and hearses are also highly-equipped luxury vehicles.

The Back: Yup, the leaning, turning and twisting that a biker
does is downright good exercise that keeps the spine limber. Padded
car seats on the other hand are terrible for the back.

Burning of Fat: The excitement of the ride, which puts the senses
on high alert, actually burns calories. The more extreme the ride, the
better the results will be (as long as the motorcyclist rides within his
limits!) OK, some riders like me are overweight, but, hey, if it weren’t
for my bike, I probably wouldn’t pass the Greyhound bus driver’s
minimal fitness exam!

Leg Muscles: The study concluded that jockeying a hefty motor-
cycle into a narrow parking spot is the equivalent of a five minute
work out on a rowing machine.

Not satisfied with the results of their research, the intrepid MCN
team went on to explore the mammoth British Medical Library. There
they discovered a pro-moto university thesis entitled “Motorcycle
and Adolescents” by French rider and now psychiatrist JP Rabeau.
Regarding young riders, this is how the good doctor of the mind
wrapped up his research, “Their bikes’ physical nature is often ben-
eficial, rather than a dangerous expression of an unconscious death
wishe in the Freudian sense.”

Remember all those tidbits of wisdom that your mother used to
tirelessly nag you with? “Do’s” like “eat your veggies” or “take your
vitamins” or “wash your hands”? Now you can confidently add to
Mom’s list when you tell your own kids, “and DON’T FORGET TO
RIDE YOUR MOTORCYCLE AT LEAST ONE HOUR DAILY!  IT’S
GOOD FOR YOU!”

SENT ALONG BY DAN AND MARGARET WEAVER

REFUEL SAFELY
Sent in by Sonny Robison

In a few cases cell phones appear to have started fires while refuel-
ing:  In the first case, the phone was placed on the car’s trunk lid
during fueling; it rang and the ensuing fire destroyed the car and the
gasoline pump.  In the second, an individual suffered severe burns to
their face when fumes ignited as they answered a call while refuel-
ing their car.  And in the third, an individual suffered burns to the
thigh and groin as fumes ignited when the phone, which was in their
pocket, rang while they were fueling their car.
You should know that:  Mobile Phones can ignite fuel or fumes

Mobile phones that light up when switched on or when they ring
release enough energy to provide a spark for ignition

Mobile phones should not be used in filling stations, or when fuel-
ing lawn mowers, boats, etc.

Mobile phones should not be used, or should be turned off, around
other materials that generate flammable or explosive fumes or
dust, (I.e. Solvents, chemicals, gases, grain dust, etc.)

To sum up, here are the: Four Rules for Safe Refueling
1) Turn off engine
2) Don’t smoke
3) Don’t use your cell phone - leave it inside the vehicle or turn it

off
4) Don’t re-enter your vehicle during fueling

Bob Renkes of Petroleum Equipment Institute is working on a cam-
Continued on page 15
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FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.

Sears Craftsman motorcycle jack in good condition, hardly used, retails for $99.99 in stores.  Asking $50.00.  Link to sears
catalog listing for the jack: http://www.sears.com/sr/javasr/
product.do?vertical=TOOL&bidsite=&pid=00950190000&BV_UseBVCookie=Yes  .  Contact Sean Thomas
sdthomas@comcast.net

HERE’S YOUR SIGN!
Sent in by Tim & Diane Pears

Everything you need for that shotgun wedding
Y’ might be a redneck if ya shop here!

But HOW  the heck do y’
get there???

WHENCE INSPIRATION?
By Don Poremski

Suppose the Muse Erato applies for prose as well as love poetry, at
least for this undeniable urge to communicate. Could be she is re-
sponsible, but maybe Erato is really just a circumstance, a waking
moment following vivid and puzzling dreams. Dreams supposedly
reflect situations or events that have recently occurred in one’s life.
Viewing The Fastest Indian the other night might be responsible,
too. Close enough.

So it was the movie to blame for me dreaming about my first
two-wheeled vehicle, a Cushman Eagle. And it was the movie that
began the thought process about the commonality that motorcycle
riders share. My first adventure, riding a scooter from Syracuse NY
to Pittsburgh PA, wasn’t exactly a parallel to bringing a streamlined
motorcycle to the Bonneville Salt Flats from New Zealand, but so
many scenes from the movie were evocative of that trip and many
others experienced since becoming addicted.

Ol’ Burt Munro was addicted for sure. During the movie I kept
getting subliminal flash inserts of a similarly addicted fellow, Wayne
Kelly of Kelly’s Wheel Exchange, Pittsburgh motorcycling person-
ality and former Harley test rider. The spontaneous challenges Burt
faced during his trek to Bonneville could be matched by stories heard
from Wayne, a man just as undaunted as Burt.

There was the time that Wayne volunteered to pick up a
congoleum (forerunner of floor tiles) for a woman who owned a diner.
He got the impression that it was a small piece cut to fit her kitchen,
but when he arrived to pick it up on his motorcycle, he was con-
fronted with a rolled tube fully twelve feet long. He toted it out to his
bike, a Harley, leaned it against the bike until he had it fired, pulled
it across his lap and started for the woman’s home. Wayne recalled
that he had to lean the bike while maintaining a straight line to avoid
obstacles along the way…like oncoming cars and fire hydrants.

There was also the time that while riding a side hack along a
short cut, he and the bike tumbled into a ditch cut across the road for
a sewage line. He pancaked the front wheel, but luckily, all the wheels
on that bike were interchangeable. So, he took the wheel off the
“chair”, put it on the front of the bike and got home by “lofting” the
side car the whole way. I believe that story because I once brought
two other persons and a bicycle home from a kegger on my Cushman.
I sat on the tank, one passenger on the rider’s seat, the second pas-
senger on the pillion and the bicycle between them. There’s never a
camera around when you need one.

Another aspect of the movie that I, and others I’m sure, can re-
late to is the kindnesses that we have received from and provided to
complete strangers. I’ve been towed up a steep Pittsburgh hill by
another bike when my ’61 “Trumpet” Bonneville threw a primary
chain (instead of blowing another Zener diode).  I’ve been summoned
onto a person’s porch while waiting out a summer thunderstorm in
the days when I didn’t own rain gear, then fed a ham sandwich. I’ve
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OUR BMWMOA AMBASSADORS
Ralph Meyer

I was poking around in my new BMWMOA Anynomous Book which
had just arrived, and, being afflicted with that unfortunate disease
called ‘Curiosity’ (Curiousitis?) I poked through the book to see what
interesting things and people were to be found in Pennsylvania, like
BMW  Motorrad dealers, advertisers and manufacturers of bike good-
ies, and the like.  I finally ran across a page describing BMWMOA
ambassadorships, how this honor/responsibility was determined, for
what bestowed, etc., and, still gripped by my interminable disease, I
flipped through the list of ambassadors to the page upon which was
our favorite state, Pennsylvania.  Wow! imagine my pleasant sur-
prise to note that among the six names listed for the whole state
were our own Gary and Kay Smith!  They weren’t in the ’05 book,

and nothing had been said anywhere by any grapevine I, as a newbie
to the club had heard.  But geez!  BMWMOA Ambassadors!  That
ain’t nuthin’ to sneeze at, so, dusting off my old researcher’s cap,
and remembering the desire of club members mentioned on Prez.

Scott’s poll to know more about each other, and recalling that terrific
article written by our famous Syphoon in last month’s newsletter, I
put nose to ground, and began sniffing around to see what more I
could find out about these folks.

I first hit the Kiltmeister, Don Faichney, the present MOA Am-
bassador Liason for information, and he sent me back a very nice e-
mail about Gary and Kay, and then I poked around in sort of a ‘grape-
vine’ fashion, and, with apologies to those who provided me infor-
mation for any mistakes in what they said, which are totally mine,
here’s what I found out:

Before Don Faichney became the BMW MOA Ambassador Liai-
son, he nominated Gary and Kay for the Award.  Around the same
time Bob and Mary Lindell from Michigan put in a nomination for
Gary and Kay as well.  Come the May Board of Directors meeting in
2005, Gary and Kay were appointed.  The presentation of the award
was done shortly thereafter at a dinner that was arranged by Brian
Livermore and Laverne Darabant for the two, the proceeds from which
ended up as a donation to the Red Cross since Kay is involved with
the Red Cross.  Don, along with several other members of 4-Winds,
including Jeff Dunkle and ‘Doc’ Sean and Nancy Barrett, was present
and did the actual presentation.

So those unfamiliar with it can have an idea what an ambassa-
dorship means, according to the MOA’s own site, and I quote, “The
Ambassador Program was conceived as a means of recognizing and
making recognizable those who had demonstrated their wholehearted
commitment to BMW MOA and their willingness to serve in what-
ever capacity they could. Those who have been awarded Ambassa-
dorships are, in some ways, akin to shock troops. They are highly
experienced and capable members chosen for their ability to pro-
mote BMW MOA and to foster a spirit of camaraderie among our
members. In addition to serving as official representatives at various
functions, they act as emissaries on the road and in their local com-
munities. They are also conduits through which Board decisions are
communicated and explained to members, and through which
member’s ideas and reactions are channeled to the Board...” and,
the article goes on to say, such folks have often functioned unoffi-
cially in this capacity long before they were nominated.

Don said he’d known Gary for years, having met him at an RA
rally called “RA by the Bay” and that they have been good friends
ever since.  Gary has not only been active in 4 Winds, but in the
MOA, serving as treasurer at the Flagstaff Rally in 1991, Seminar
Chair at the Trenton, Ontario, Rally in 2001, and has, as I think all of

Don explains ambassadorship...

been allowed to follow a huge truck to get home when the Zener
diode did blow and I lost my headlight.  That only worked until the
Forest Hills local police witnessed the situation. I then spent two
hours in a bus stop shelter until it became light.

It’s motorcycles that allow us to exhibit shared humanity. It’s the
looniness of using a basically unsafe mode of transportation in a
world of mostly unconscious cage drivers that elicits a need to trust
and be trusted. It allows a show of sympathy in a largely callous
society. Did Porgy have it right when he said, “Them wit’ plenny o’
nuttin’ got plenny to share.” Well, it takes more than nuttin’ to be
astride a lot of the equipment that’s out there now, but we can still
imagine that we’re bucking the tide, being individualistic, and we
can appreciate anyone else doing the same thing as we, no matter
what the livery.

That just about covers why I dreamt of the Cushman, but why
the crystal clear images of the “knockoff” spoked wheels on my ’56
Austin Healey? That’s probably another story for another quiet morn-
ing.

DON
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us in MOA know, written those excellent Tech Sessions articles for
the Owners News for 3 years, presenting many tech seminars, fre-
quently with fellow club member and inventer extraordinare, Al
Vangura, at various MOA Rallies around the country, not to mention
very informative ones at our own 4-Winds Rally.  Also for Four Winds,
Gary served as rally chair at Living Waters, and at Buttercup, and
president in 1996, the year the club’s membership doubled, attain-
ing its present-day size.  Gary started the Shack Pack seventeen years
ago holding hundreds of meetings over a period of more than 10
years.  Don said he himself was around at or near the beginning of
“The Shack Pack” when it was a men’s club where a group of guys
got together to learn how to do work on their bikes, pointing out that
then, once a month, they would go to Al Vangura’s place to do work
at his shop or have a seminar on some new gadget that Al had de-
signed.

Kay, who has ridden her own bike since 1979, has helped Gary
in every one of his club endeavors and has quietly worked hard in
her own right at every MOA and Four Winds Rally she has attended
in the last 15 years. Kay and Gary have ridden together in every one
of the 48 states as well as the Alps, New Zealand, and the UK.  Over
the years, Gary and Kay have also hosted various out-of-town BMW
riders, sometimes providing a BMW to those arriving without a ride,
like those who came by plane from England and Scotland.  Ted Simon,
the author of Jupiter’s Travels, visited them for several days on two
different occasions.  Kay has been retired for 7 years and Gary is
about to join her, retiring from his practice of law.  Gary told me that
among other activities, motorcycle trips to the Canadian Rockies in
June and to the Balloon Festival in Alberquerque in October are
planned for 2006.

I’ve enjoyed time with Gary at the garage for some delightful
afternoons of great conversation (theological, motorcyclical, legal,
and political—He and Kay are folks of many parts) and discussion
of his meticulous preparation of the tech articles in Owners’ News
with which many of us are happily familiar.  It’s also very clear from
Smith’s Garage (I think he and Al could probably go into Beemer
production if they wanted to!) that He and Kay are deeply committed
to our club and our favorite marque.  If you’re new to the club, and
have yet to meet Gary or Kay, be sure to introduce yourself to them.
They are delightful folks.  And, of course, they ride Beemers!  So
they have to be Grrrrrreat!  And they’re W. PA’s very own MOA
Ambassadors!

With regard to this article, I’d like especially to thank Don
Faichney, the BMW MOA Ambassador Liaison, as well as all the
folks who contributed information here and there.

RALPH

EAST BREAKFAST RIDE

2-25-2006
by Walter Halaja

As of 7 AM on the 25th, it looked like Ralph and I were the only two
showing up for breakfast, which was fine.  I had fired an e-mail off to
him earlier in the morning to make sure he didn’t change his mind.
That’s usually the way the regulars do it, once we know someone has
committed to attending via the web site.

The weather was good and all the nasty stuff was East of Pitts-
burgh. (That would be in Ranger Rick’s winter turf, 7 Springs).  The
Temp was in the low 40’s with dry roads:  perfect.  Electrically heated
grips and seat would do it for me!  Ralph replied to my e-mail that he

was leaving soon.  It takes him about one hour; as for me about 1/2
hour is plenty of time to get to Dick’s.  On the way out I was ahead of
schedule.  I tried out my cruise control on Traveler and it really works
great, but I won’t get to use it much because I prefer the back roads!
Magic (with a picture of a black cat and hand written “Magic” on
both sides of Ralph’s fairing) and Traveler arrived at Dick’s together.
Next, Sonny pulled up right behind as we were shedding our gloves
and helmets.  Sonny liked our new additions to our bikes.  I got mine
about one month ago thru Capt. Scooter.  Ralph liked mine so much
he thought he would like to get his name on the side of his bike about
a week ago.  (So the next time you see Ralph’s or my bike, check the
decals out, and if you like them, you can get one made to your order

from Motorsports Decals at 3359 Babcock Blvd. 412-364-2123.
Better call before you go because they don’t always keep the hours
they say they do!)

Well, we had a great breakfast plus some club bashing.  HA!
(I’m sure you remember the saying “If you don’t want to be talked
about, be there!”)  Well I know that won’t make you attend, but at
least it may bring a smile to your face!  We talked so much that we
didn’t leave till almost 10:30, which is really the normal time for us
retired fellows.  BTW, Director Jürgen, please be advised that all
three bikes started after breakfast!  —I just added this because I’m a
bit jealous of you and Ralph riding to the February club meeting!  I
also want to be known as one of the cold weather riders of our club
and I failed that day!  So you and Ralph were my heros for that day!
I was just planning for the breakfast only, but agreed to follow Ralph
part way home.  This would give me some back roads to Rt. 910 and
Rt. 28 then and enable me to split south to Pittsburgh via 28.  Sonny
also wanted to ride a bit so he and I followed Ralph (which might be
considered a ride now with three bikes under the new BMR point
rules!  We all think the new BMR point system needs another look
pertaining to the club’s breakfast rides!)  Sonny split at Oakmont
then worked his way home.  As I was turning on 28 south the clouds
faded away, with sunshine the rest of the way home and the temp at
55 degrees.  Perfect morning out for breakfast and a short ride!  Un-
like our good friend, Don Poremski, who suffers up near Cleveland
waiting for spring (Page 11, March issue 4 winds Newsletter  “Cat
Talk”), we could still roll because there are many great days in Pitts-
burgh vs. Cleveland to ride in the winter; you just have to play the
waiting game to catch them.  And, besides, I have no cat to talk to, so
I just have to watch the weather and go!

WALT
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NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

3-5-2006
Ralph Meyer

Having posted on the ‘net site that the weather was clear, cold, and
the roads eminently rideable for the North Breakfast Ride, I headed
out of the driveway at 9:30 A.M., turning left on SR 8, then Right at
the dead coon with the frozen fly on his nose, which landed me on
Dickey Road, and headed thence toward 910, entering 910 where
the 2 crows were breakfasting on some previously tire-masticated
mangy material by the roadside (I hadda throw that line in just for
you, Don!).  Via 910, I got to the King’s at VIP drive in time to see
Sonny Robison and Frank Beatrous just heading for the warmth in-
side.  After debucketation and having stuffed the gloves in the sys-
tem cases, Walt Halaja arrived, Sonny having meantime gone into
King’s to cadge us a table in a picturesque spot.  After enjoying
breakfasts not guaranteed to lessen the circumference of our various
rotundities and fine conversation about various excellent topics of
the day, we kicked around where we might go, the object being to
head more or less North.  We finally fastened on a ride via various
back and curly roads up to and across SR 8 to Emlenton, Knox, and
Foxburg, maybe, and, if breakfast had settled well down by Foxburg
(the famous home of the first Golf Club and course in the U.S.—and
still a fun 9-holer to play!), grabbing lunch at the Inn there.  Frank
had to head home from the breakfast, so Walt, Sonny, and I headed
East on 910, then North up Pearce Mill Road, wending around some
back country to cross the Red Belt and grab Franklin Road to Evans
City, whence beginneth the (in?) famous 528 (at least the most
motorcyclingly desirable portion of the same).

When we made a pit stop on the North side of the bridge over
Lake Arthur, Sonny indicated he’d be cutting away South for
Monroeville and home from us when we reached SR 8. After some
consternation over the fact that the ride would thereafter no longer
count for any BMR points, we weren’t sure whether or not Walt and
I would have to leave our bikes there and walk home, but we decided
to sneak on along with only the two of us and keep on a-ridin!  Which
we did, hitting SR 8, Hallston Rd to West Sunbury, and 308 North to
58 just beyond Murrinsville.  They were all lovely country 2 lanes,
but occasionally splattered with gravel obviously used to cut the ef-
fects of snow and ice in the previous bitsy snow ‘flurries.’  The latter
made cautious riding, especially in the curves, the order for the day.
They obviously LIKE sand and gravel up a bit North of the big city
there.  We zipped through Eau Claire on 58 and kept going ‘till we
hit SR 268N along the Allegheny to Emlenton, picking up 208 to
Knox (whence the rather famous Knox Glass Co. used to be located

in the more halcyon American Industry days before the political twits
and corporation bigwigs, in the interests of their own bloated sala-
ries, began sending jobs overseas).  Just North of Knox, we hung a
right onto SR 338 through Blairs Corners, Turkey City, and Saint
Petersburg, to Foxburg.

While waiting at a stoplight in Knox (the place is getting down-
right citified... it now has 2 of the buggers where formerly it had
none) Walt asked, “Do any of these little towns have Post Offices?”

Hadn’t thought of that, but I answered something like, “Yeah.
Let’s keep our eyes open.”

When we hit Turkey City, on a plain-jane sign outside the Mom
‘n Pop (Grocery cum whatever else you need store) was hand painted
“U.S. Postoffice Turkey City 16058”  Jamming on the ABSs because
I didn’t see it until I was about 20 feet from it at 35mph, I managed
to get stopped, having probably given Walt half a conniption for clamp-
ing on die Bremsen like that.  He didn’t know why until I pointed at
the sign.  Anyway, we got our first Postoffice photos of the year,
shooting each other rather than messing with a tripod—it’s faster
and easier that way, and no single person rides 2 RTs easily at the

same time.
After the TC

postoffice, we
grabbed the St.
Petersburg one,
but while heading
downhill through
Foxburg past the
Golf Course and
the delightful little
stone Gothic Epis-
copal Church and
Rectory, we saw

neither hide nor hair of a Foxburg P.O. by the time we reached the
Inn and had lunch.  After that delicious and enjoyable hiatus we
headed back out to cross Foxburg’s one lane steel bridge over the
Allegheny when, after I’d turned left in the direction of the bridge I
noticed in my mirror that Walt had ridden straight across the road
instead and pulled up alongside the building across from the Inn’s
Parking lot.  I was looking at the bridge when I turned, but Walt had
sniffed out the postoffice, which had a sign indicating it was such
only on the Allegheny side of the building.  So we got our 3rd P.O.
photo of the day.

It was about 4:30 by then and I figured on just rolling home through
Parker, Petrolia, Chicora, Fenellton, and Saxonburg though I kept
sort of looking for a postoffice as we went through Parker and Petrolia.
I saw nothing indicating the animal in either place, but when we
stopped at a church on Clearfield Rd just the other side of SR 422 so
Walt could put a cell-phone call in to Mathilde to let her know when
he might arrive home, he said he’d seen ‘em both, but figured I just
wanted to keep going to get home as I’d kept on rolling past them.  I
must have been blind, enjoying the ride too much, or paying atten-
tion to something else at the moment I’d passed them.

Anyway, we wended our way to the East around Butler via a
bunch of nice back roads through the aforementioned towns and ar-
rived at Bakerstown a little after 5:30 PM.  It had been cold, but a
clear blue day until later in the afternoon, and our Widder and
Gerbings, and our heated seats and grips kept us quite comfortable
in the temps that never got above 36°.  It was a fine ride, and, of
course, in fine 4-Winds company as always.

Ride Stats:
Ralph:
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Distance: 213.6 mi
Mvg Avg: 36.5mph
Max Spd: 63.6
Mvg Time: 5:51:34

Walt (estimated):
Distance: 268.7 mi
Mvg Avg: 38.5mph
Max Spd: 67.6
Mvg Time: 5:51:34

RALPH

A GENTLE POLISH JOKE
Sent along by Mathilde Halaja

A Polish man moved to the USA and married an American girl. Al-
though his  English was far from perfect, they got along very well
until one day he  rushed into a lawyer’s office and asked him if he
could arrange a divorce  for him.

The lawyer said that getting a divorce would depend on the cir-
cumstances, and asked him the following questions:

  * Have you any  grounds?
  * Yes, an acre and half and nice little home.
  * No, I mean what  is the foundation of this case?
   * It made of concrete.
  * I don’t think  you understand. Does either of you have a real
grudge?
  * No, we have carport, and not need one.
  * I mean. What are your relations like?
  * All my  relations still in Poland.
  * Is there any infidelity in your  marriage?
  * We have hi-fidelity stereo and good DVD player.
  * Does your wife beat you up?
  * No, I always up before her.
  * Is your wife a  nagger?
  * No, she white.
  * Why do you want this divorce?
  * She going  to kill me.
  * What makes you think that?
  * I got proof.
  * What  kind of proof?
  * She going to poison me. She buy a bottle at drugstore and  put
on shelf in bathroom. I can read, and it say:  “Polish  Remover.”

NOT YOUR

OLD LADY

WHO LIVED

IN A SHOE

SHOE!
from Sonny

Robison

OUR MARVELOUS LANGUAGE
Sent in by Conrad Rossetti

If you’ve learned to speak fluent English, you must be a genius!
This little treatise on the lovely language we share is only for the
brave.  Peruse at your leisure, English lovers.

Reasons why the English language is so hard to learn:
1) The bandage was wound around the wound.
2) The farm was used to produce produce.
3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
4) We must polish the Polish furniture.
5) He could lead if he would get the lead out.
6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
7) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time
to present the present.
8) A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.
9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.
10) I did not object to the object.
11) The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
12) There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row.
13) They were too close to the door to close it.
14) The buck does funny things when the does are present.
15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.
16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.
17) The wind was too strong to wind the sail
18) After a number of injections my jaw got number.
19) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.
20) I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.
21) How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?

 And, more. Did you know:
There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor

pine in pineapple.
English muffins weren’t invented in England nor French fries in

France.
Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, which aren’t sweet, are

meat.
Quicksand works slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig

is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.
And why is it that writers write but fingers don’t fing, grocers don’t

groce and hammers don’t ham?
If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn’t the plural of booth beeth?
One goose, 2 geese.  So one moose, 2 meese?
Doesn’t it seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend.
If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but one of

them, what do you call it?  Is it an odd, or an end?
If teachers taught, why didn’t preachers praught?
If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?
In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital?
Ship by truck and send cargo by ship?
Have noses that run and feet that smell?
How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise

man and a wise guy are opposites?
You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your

house can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form
by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by going on.

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the
creativity of the human race, which, of course, is not a race at all.

That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the
lights are out, they are invisible.

P.S. - Why doesn’t “Buick” rhyme with “quick?

CONRAD
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CHEROKEE RIDE

FOUR DAYS IN THE GREAT MOTORCYCLE PLAYGROUND
Dave & Sean Thomas, Ride planners/leaders

The dates are June 8th to the 11th, rain date June 22nd to the 25th. The plan is to leave Wednesday evening (7th) and super slab it to
Beckley WV and crash for the night. This first night is on the flex plan, meaning how and when you arrive is up to you.

Day 1:  Short 100m SS run (sorry), then we dive into the good stuff. This will be about 360m ending in Cherokee NC.
Day 2:  Scratch the Dragon’s back, we will put in another great day about 325m including running the Dragon. This will be on

Friday so we would expect traffic to be minimal. Again we return to Cherokee.
Day 3: We hit some more great roads and begin our trek North. We will end up in Huntington WV after covering about 350 miles.
Day 4: Home ward bound, the route will take us through SW Ohio and back to the Burg. About 280 miles, getting us home late

afternoon.
Hotels have been set up and rooms blocked (see below); lunch stops are still being finalized.  These are low to medium priced
hotels. So if you’re planning to go don’t hesitate, book early. If we feel the demand is greater more rooms will be blocked.

This ride is about the ride, with the object of enjoying some great challenging terrain. We will do some sight seeing but it will
be minimal. The pace will be brisk, but everyone can easily ride at their own pace, because each rider is responsible for the rider
behind him and we will stop to regroup. If the group is large or if part of the group cares to do more sight seeing we can break into
smaller groups, multiple route sets will be available.

The route is available on MS Streets & Trips 2005 – just drop me an email (davet412@adelphia.net)

HOTELS
Thanks to Sharlene McCoy-Collinger, 2nd officer of SCRC (Southern Cruisers Riding Club) 139, we have following rooms avail-
able for the Cherokee ride.  8 rooms are blocked at each hotel and held on Shar’s VISA. 

Anyone going please call early and book your rooms individually on your own credit card. The rooms are under - 4 Winds
BMW Motorcycle Club/Sharlene McCoy-Collinger.

Each day we will be leaving promptly at 8am. That means that both rider and bike are prepped, fueled and ready to go at 8am
sharp.

If part of the group wants to break off for a more leisurely pace we can always regroup over dinner for some spirited bench
racing. The route is available on MS Streets & Trips 2005 – email (davet412@adelphia.net)

6/7/06
Howard Johnson                                8 Rooms 2 Dbls
1907 Harper Rd. Beckley                   $59
304-255-5900                                  24 Hr. cancellation
Confirmation #s 109530,1,2,3,4,5,6,7

       
6/8, 9/06

Drama Inn                                         8 rooms, 1 with 1 King Bed
462 Tsali Blvd. US441                       $79 Street, $89/River
Cherokee, N.C.                                   Hope at least one married couple is going! lol
828-497-3271 Lambert & Laverne Wilson, Proprietors
This is located on the Oconaflute River, Balcony w/rocking chairs overlook the river for  $89
48 Hr. Cancellation   

6/10/06
Day’s Inn                                          8 rooms 
5196 Rt 60                                       $54. 2 Queen Beds
Huntington, WV
304-733-4477                                 Cancel before 4 p.m.
Confirmation #s 225910 thru 225918

Rush hour path
clearers...
Wonder if
they’d fit on
the bike?

Now there’s a
HOG!  Wonder if it
goes ‘potato-potato’
or just ‘oink, oink,
oink, oink, oink,
squeek, squeek,
squeek, squeek,
squeek,?

Pix sent in by Sonny
Robison
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CHEROHALA SKYWAY RIDE!
Here’s a preview of the coming attraction.  See page opposite for info!

Boy!

that’s

some

...WHEW!!!    Road!!!
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Kevin Hart
40th Rally Chair

APRIL 40TH RALLY UPDATE

It’s again a great pleasure that I introduce two Project Leaders
that have come forward to work with the Rally Committee. Paul
White has offered to handle the Seminars and Tech Sessions for the
rally. Paul has already contacted club members for interest in
conducting functions in the Merry Go Round building. During
several emails we suggested to Paul that he kick a couple of requests
up to the national level to see if people such as David Hough would
be interested in attending our rally and providing a talk.
Unfortunately David states he is taking a sabbatical this year to
finish some over due projects around his house on the west coast,
but this leads Paul into contacting others from the MOA who came
forward with an unusual request that we provide “what we would
like” from the MOA! Stay tuned for more on that.

Walt Halaja was asked by me to handle Security for this rally.
Walt promises to use only the five inch fire house to blast intruders
entering the camp ground without a rally wrist bracelet. This could
tie in nicely with a Bike Wash for the GS guys!

At this point I will leave any updates from the Project Leaders
to be attached here from our dubious News Editor Mr. Meyer —
Thanks for your help guys!

Redbank Valley Municipal Park Service Project

Bill English

Once again, the club has decided to donate money and
volunteer some time to assemble 6 picnic tables for the Redbank
Valley Municipal Park.  Last year was a huge success and this year
we hope to do the same.  The proposed date for assembling the
picnic tables is Saturday June 3.  We decided to build them earlier
in the year this year so that the park would be able to utilize them
for the entire summer.  Volunteers please contact Bill English by e-

mail at William.english@msanet.com if you would like to help put
the picnic tables together, we need 6-8 able bodied helpers.

Mitch Kehan:

For special Members-only T-Shirts: Order NOW!  See p.
17 for info.  Get order in BEFORE the last week of March.
They’re being printed that week.

“GRAND PRIZE”

 Worthy of our 40th year celebration!

“WELCOME HOME”

Four Winds Rally Trivia Questions

• • • • • What year did Jim Linneman unplug Don
Poremski’s Lava Lamp?

• • • • • What year did the lower section of the Redbank
Campground become known as Lake Bassin?
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CAPE BRETON TT HITS SNAG

NEWS RELEASE, MARCH 14, 2006
By John Hopkins sent in by Don Poremski

TORONTO, ON — The Cape Breton Festival of Speed is not dead
yet, according to one of the event organizers, despite a press release
from the Canadian Motorcycle Association saying it was withdraw-
ing its sanctioning of the event.

The CMA issued a release last Tuesday saying it was withdraw-
ing its sanctioning for the Sept. 20-24 road race due to, “delays in
necessary information being provided to the CMA as a sanctioning
body and to the insurer of the event.”

According to the event’s project manager, John Graham, his group
had missed a deadline to provide an operations manual to insurer
Jones Brown Inc., which was necessary to secure the CMA sanction-
ing.

In a phone interview on Thursday, Graham told Inside Motor-
cycles that race director Terry Dale had planned to meet with the
Festival of Speed committee in Sydney on the weekend of Feb. 17-
19 to finalize the manual, but heavy snowstorms had left him stranded
in Ottawa.

Graham said the meeting has now been rescheduled for Mar. 31-
Apr. 2, and that Jones Brown has agreed verbally to a new deadline
of Apr. 15 to have the manual completed.

“It’s our fault,” Graham admitted. “We didn’t communicate prop-
erly to the CMA and the insurance company that we had these de-
lays. The CMA really had no alternative but to issue the release.”

In an interview with Inside Motorcycles last Friday, CMA gen-
eral manager Marilynn Bastedo said she hadn’t finalized a new dead-
line schedule with the event organizers and Jones Brown, but didn’t
rule out the possibility of the race being saved for 2006.

“When we were first approached about this event we were ex-
cited about it,” she said. “We still think it could happen in 2007, and
we’re not going to put up a road block to it happening in 2006.”

A key concern, however, is a shrinking time frame to complete
the necessary upgrades that will be required for the event to take
place, such as repaving sections of highway that will make up the
course.

SENT IN BY DON POREMSKI
[Editor’s note:  For those who might have been unaware of it,

this article refers to the proposed Cape Breton Festival of Speed, a
road race based on the (in?)famous Classic Isle of Mann Tourist Tro-
phy Road Race Format, intended to be begun on this side of the
‘pond’ as an annual occurrence on Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia,
Canada, this year from Sept. 20th to the 24th--providing a great chance
for us ‘colonials’ to see how the Brits and other European types have
been doing a dangerous road race ever since anyone can remember.
If it comes off, it should be a neat event!]

RIDE TO NOWHERE

--ON MARCH 11, 2006
by Sonny Robison

Day broke bright and sunny, I thought — what a nice day to just laze
around the house and do nothing, all day. WOW !!  After a week of
rather hard work on a couple projects around the house I’d just read
and rest up a bit. — Well it didn’t exactly turn out that way — Here’s
the rest of the story!!:

Not too long after getting up that morning (yea, I slept in a bit).
Son Eric shows up on his 1150R and is suggesting a ride to some
undisclosed destination, except that he was going to stop at his friend
Larry Grodsky’s place to check out some items he was buying, with
the aid of Larry’s connections. Wellllll — now that started a new
chain of  thought running through my head.

I had just cleaned the bike after a very dirty North Breakfast
Ride with Ralph and Walt. This was one of the tiring projects I had
done during the week (two days worth). But, hey, the sun was out
and it had rained some. Yea, the roads would be cleaner and I couldn’t
let a beautiful day like this go by—Now could I?

So I started to get the gear out etc., and who pulls in on his 1100
RS, but my friend and riding buddy, John Barr. He had been to the
West Breakfast ride that morning expecting some riders to show;
however, the only people there were Frank Beatrous and his son and
they had come in the four wheeler. So he was looking for a ride and
it seems he looked in the right place.

Wasn’t long after that we got underway. Eric leading, then John,
then me on my 1200C following, heading for Squirrel Hill to see
Larry Grodsky. As we got underway—you guessed it, the nice sun-
shine began to fade as the clouds washed in. So—what else is new in
Pittsburgh in March. Just as expected Right?

The ride down the Parkway was as usual on a big slab, but didn’t
last long and as soon as we got off the exit we started the twisties,
whereever they could be found. Eric knew the way and John and I
were lost from that time on. Getting to Larry’s place, John and I
waited as Eric and Larry conducted their business, then—hey!—
Larry is going to roll along on a dual sport bike with us. Now that,
for sure, will make a “RIDE.”

We did a bit of  backtracking to get the tanks topped off. That
being done, Eric again led off with Larry next and John and I in that
order. What to me was somewhat confusing was that Eric followed
the City streets, one after another, as we wended our way East in-
stead of the Parkway, or other slab-type highway out to the hinter-
lands. Somewhat confusing, but not too bad. They still had the curves
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and bends along with some new sights, in places I had never ven-
tured. Street to street we made our way out to the East, then headed
toward the Allegheny River, and Verona and Oakmont. From
Oakmont, he turned back east toward Penn Hills, following roads
that curved and twisted through the “city type” areas along the way.
Then another direction, through Plum and on to the Lower Burrell
area. From there the twist took us toward Tarentum and the Gatto
Harley shop and old Diner. This provided a good place for a lunch
break and a bit of small talk etc. A must-have now and then.

Filled up and emptied out, the pace continued to the West along
the Red Belt, till we came to Culmerville area. There our leader
swung to the South and Rusellton. Surprising me, we continued on
through this junction with the Orange belt road (always a favorite
ride for Eric) and continued south. Destination unknown—at least to
me—as the clouds thickened.

The road traveled was another new one for me, but it traveled
through a long valley following Deer Creek. Some broad area along-
side the road provided space for some shooting ranges and, at one
place, a model airplane flying spot. Nice back-roads-living, as long
as the rains don’t come and the Creek don’t rise. In that event, it
could get rough. Finally, I learned the road led to Harmerville.

So, the circle was getting near completion. With a turn alongside
and down the Allegheny river, we came again to Oakmont and crossed
the Hulton Bridge following our leader, as he headed again toward
Penn Hills. This time, following Universal Rd., he passed through
the little settlement of Unity, and then headed toward Monroeville,
whereupon, reaching Center Rd, we (Eric and I) parted company
with Larry and John. They continued on to the Parkway East and
toward their destinations and we our return to Asbury Ct.

The rain? wasn’t too long after arriving that it came down hard
and wet. However, my now almost clean bike was safely housed in
the garage and safe from all harm and rain spots. Now all I have to
do is get it out again ASAP to blow off some of the dust that is again
covering it... although not nearly as bad as before from the North
Breakfast Ride.

Now you may be wondering just how the title, “Ride to Nowhere,”
came about. Well, consider this:  First, there was no destination. And
we never really went that far from the starting point. We just covered
a lot of different Streets and Roads that, in reality, only circled the
area in which we live.  Well..., almost, but it does lend a reason to
call it what I have.  Well..., almost.

So, that’s my tale, Now how about your story? Come on — That’s
what it’s all about. Right?

ROAD TO NOWHERE -- ride on March 11, 2006
1.We started at my home on Asbury Ct.
in Monroeville. Then as follows,
2.Cavitt Rd.
3.Rt. 22.
4.Parkway East.
5.Exit to Squirrel Hill.
6.Beechwood Blvd.
7.Forward Ave.
8.Pocusset St.
9.Greenfield Rd.
10.Bartlett St.
11.Murdoch Rd.*
12.Bartlett.St.
13.Greenfield Rd.
14.Beechwood Blvd. (gas up)
15.Forward Ave.
16.Commercial St.
17.Whipple St.

18.South Braddock Ave.
19.Greendale Ave.
20.Race St.
21.Swissvale Ave.
22.Maple St.
23.Brinton Rd.
24.Penn Ave.
25.Ramp to the Parkway East.
26.Parkway East. (east bound)
27.Off Ramp to
28.Holland Ave.
29.Beulah Rd. (rt.130)
30.cross over Frankstown Rd.
31.Coal Hollow Rd.
32.Verona Rd
33.3rd St.
34.Maple Ave.
35.Verona Rd.
36.Allegheny River Blvd.
37.Plumb St.
38.Hunter Rd.
39.Hamil Rd
40.Hulton Rd.
41.Leechburg Rd.(orange Belt)
42.Sardis Rd.
43.Renton Rd.
44.Drennen Rd.
45.Rt.366
46.Merwin Rd.
47.Upper Drennen Rd.
48.Manchester Hill Rd.
49.Milligantow Rd.
50.Deer Creek Valley Rd.(rt.56)
51.Stevenson Blvd. (rt.366)
52.Trentum Bridge Rd.
53.6Th. Ave. -- Tarentum ** Stopped for lunch at Gatto's Harley
Shop and Diner **
54.Bull Creek Rd. (red belt)
55.Millerstown/ CulmervilleRd.
56.Deer Creek Valley Rd.
57.Little Valley Rd.
58.Rusellton Rd.
59.Pearl Ave.
60.Freeport Rd.
61.Hulton Rd.
62.Milltown Rd.
63.Unity Tressle Rd.
64.Universal Rd.
65.Main st.
66.Lott Rd/OlFrankstownRd.
67.Center Rd -- Monroeville ** here we split -- Larry and John
heading for the Parkway East, Eric and I to -- **
68.Frankstown Rd.
69.Hochburg Rd,
70. Elliott.Rd.
71.Old William Penn Hwy.
72William Penn Hwy.(rt22)
73.Cavitt Rd and Home
Total Mileage showing on my GPS -- Home to Home -- was 90.2
miles.  Total riding time was 2 hours 46 Minutes. Average speed:
32.8 MPH.  Nice day and a darn good back road ride.

SONNY
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by Kevin Hart
40th Rally Chair

VOLUNTEERING AT THE 40TH,

WHO’S WHO?
50/50 Volunteer Needed
Apparel Mitch Kehan
Clean & Tidy Volunteer Needed
Communications Tom Primke
Door Prizes Holly Marcheck
Entertainment Dan Weaver
Field Events Don Poremski
First Aid Sean Barrett
News Editor Ralph Meyer
Redbank Project Bill English
Refreshments Maskrey & Stuckert
Registration Margaret Weaver
Rides Sean Thomas
Security Walt Halaja
Seminars Paul White
T-Shirt Sales Shirley Hart
Web Master Frank Beatrous

Above is a list of current rally chairs. How you might be able to lend
a hand is up to you!

On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this
and past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.

Google Earth:  http://earth.google.com/ .  This is a site with a neat downloadable program that enables you to map a location
or locations, and see them in a continuous aerial photograph.  Includes the ability to lay out and follow routes aerially!  And it’s
free too!

Ice Holes:  http://www.soundrider.com/mar06/NumBumb06.htm  Who sez riding season ends in October and starts in April?
Not these guys!  Check it out!  Brrrrrrr.
This is a clothing line designed by women riders. The clothes are  manufactured by Hein Gerrick so the quality should
be top  notch.  http://www.g-line-store.com
This is a guide company that recently led a group on a 19 week ride  from Alaska to the Southern tip of South
America.  Strictly hard core, but the "Walt Mittys" amongst us might enjoy reading some of their accounts of the
trip.   http://www.globebusters.com -- The above two from Ed Syphan.  Thanks, Ed!

paign to try and make people aware of fires as a result of “static
electricity” at gas pumps.  His company has researched 150 cases of
these fires.
His results were very surprising:

1) Out of 150 cases, almost all of them were women.
2) Almost all cases involved the person getting back in their ve-

hicle while the nozzle was still pumping gas.  When finished,
they went back to pull the nozzle out and the fire started, as a
result of static.

3) Most had on rubber-soled shoes.
4) Most men never get back in their vehicle until completely fin-

ished. This is why they are seldom involved in these types of
fires.

5) Don’t ever use cell phones when pumping gas

6) It is the vapors that come out of the gas that cause the fire, when
connected with static discharges.

7) There were 29 fires where the vehicle was re-entered and the
nozzle was touched during refueling of a variety of makes and
models.  Some resulted in extensive damage to the vehicle, to
the station, and to the customer.

8) Seventeen fires occurred before, during, or immediately after
the gas cap was removed and before fueling began.

Mr. Renkes stresses to NEVER get back into your vehicle while
filling it with gas.

If you absolutely HAVE to get in your vehicle while the gas is
pumping, make sure you get out, close the door TOUCHING THE
METAL, before you ever pull the nozzle out.  This way the static
from your body will be discharged before you ever remove the nozzle.

Continued from page 4
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Four Winds Mileage Contest 
March 1, 2006 to December 31, 2006 

 
Starting mileage forms must be in by April 15,2006. 

 
Starting Mileage Form – Year __2006__ 

 
Name: ___________________________________ 

Mail Form to: 

Mileage Contest 

c/o Tim Pears  

555 Rose Stop Rd.  

New Castle, PA  16101 

or E-Mail to: 

dtpears@earthlink.net 

 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________________________ 
 
State: ____________ Zip: _____________ 
 
Phone Number: (_______)  ___________________ 
 
 

 Make / Model / Year Starting Mileage 

Bike 1   

Bike 2   

Bike 3   

 
 

Cut Here 
 

Ending Mileage Form – Year __2006__ 
 

Name: ___________________________________ 
Mail Form to: 

Mileage Contest 

c/o Tim Pears 

555 Rose Stop Rd. 

New Castle, PA  16101 

or E-mail to: 

dtpears@earthlink.net 

 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________________________ 
 
State: ____________ Zip: _____________ 
 
Phone Number: (_______)  ___________________ 
 
 

 Make / Model / Year Ending Mileage 

Bike 1   

Bike 2   

Bike 3   
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‘06 MILEAGE CONTEST
OK, Folks, there she is...  on the page opposite.  Your form for the 4-
Winds BMW Riders’ Club Mileage Contest (actually, a record--Let’s
see how far the club rides--help prove the fine rep for longevity of
our great bikes!).  You have everything you need there to get your
beginning mileage on your odometer(s) (as of March 1, 2006--if
you’ve ridden since then, estimate what it was on March 1) written
down and to get it in to Tim Pears by April 15th.  All you need to
supply besides some ball pen ink or pencil lead (a very small amount),
an envelope apiece for your spring and fall reports (a very small
amount), and 2 stamps-one for now, one for fall (a very small amount),
is a wee bit o’ your time to check your odometer(s), and jot down the
info (a very small amount).  And it’s more fun (and may be a lot more
profitable than that other thing you have to do by April 15th (we
thought everybody should have something far more enjoyable to do
by ye auld day of  IRS misery).  Soooo, when it comes to gettin’ yer
mileage info in to Tim, as Larry the Cable Guy would say.... “Git ‘er
Done!!!”

‘Sides, us Westerny Pennsyltuckians gotta ride at least as much
as those folks in Wisconsin or whoever it was who topped the BMW
MOA club lotsa miles list last year!!!  Don’t we???  Let’s see how
much!

WANNA RIDE?  HERE’S A GOOD ONE

COMING UP!
PACKARD MUSEUM RIDE

SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 2006, 10:00 AM
Ride Planner/Leader: Ed “Syphoon” Syphan

Every year, the Packard Museum in Warren, Ohio, has a
motorcycle exibit.  This year’s theme is Movie motorcycles.
There will be a group leaving from the North breakfast
ride location at King’s Family Restaurant on VIP Drive &
Rte 910 at Exit 73 on I-79.  The date is April 2nd.  We will
roll at 10 am sharp. If you wish to eat, please arrive early
enough to be ready to roll at 10.  [Editor’s note: If you want
breakfast at King’s before the ride, it’d be best to get there
by 8:30AM!].  Standard Operating Procedure holds for
10:00AM for this ride:  Full tank, empty bladder.  [Editor’s
note: If you believe the mythology abounding from certain
quarters about our esteemed ride leader, bring rain gear
and anti-hurricane spray. P.S.: I’ve never gotten wet on a
SyphoonRide yet!]

We will have lunch afterward.

ED

TIME SENSITIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS!
1. Limited Time Only Special Order Rally T-Shirts - Please see the

note below from Rally Committee member Mitch Kehan.
2. Dues - if you haven’t paid them yet, they are due to Treasurer

Margaret Weaver by the April meeting.  According to our By
Laws, those who haven’t paid the dues by the April meeting are
to be dropped from the membership roster.  We don’t want that
to happen to you!

Scott Bassin
2006 President

Four Winds BMW Riders

*From: Mitch Kehan
**To: All Members**

SPECIAL T-SHIRTS
The souvenir t-shirts for the 4-Winds BMW 40th Annual Rally are
scheduled to be printed the last week of March, 2006. We have
chosen to use Watkins Sporting Goods, the exclusive t-shirt vendor
for the Finger Lakes Rally for the past 15 years. They have agreed to
hand print a small batch of individual special order shirts along with
the larger run of 100 souvenir t-shirts.  Order these by a week after
Newsletter mailing, Friday, the 24th of March: i.e., ASAP!   To
order and for prices, contact Mitch Kehan (e-mail address below)

If you commit to buy one, you should bring payment to
the April meeting or be prepared to mail payment to Treasurer
Margaret Weaver.

Your choices are:
1) Black Ladies Cut T's available in sizes S, M, L, and XL only.

Contoured for women, with a slightly scooped neckline. Order
now for only $14.00

2) Black Long Sleeve T's available in sizes S, M, L and XL for
$16.00, XXL $2.00 extra, XXXL $3.00 extra

3) Dark Navy SHORT Sleeve Tie Dye T's. Predominantly Dark
Navy, with multi-colored tie-dye on the sleeve and along the sides
of the shirt running from the underarm to the hem, leaving a
large solid area on the front and back for the printed design.
Available in sizes S, M, L and XL for $22.00, XXL $2.00 extra,
XXXL $3.00 extra.

4) Dark Navy LONG SLEEVE Tie Dye T's. As seen at the Finger
Lakes Rally selling for $25-30. Predominantly Dark Navy T, with
a multi-colored tie-dye pattern on the sleeves. Available in sizes
S, M, L and XL for  $27.00,  XXL $2.00 extra, XXXL $3.00
extra.

If you would like one of these limited order T’s, simply email me
<mailto:j.kehn@verizon.net> with your name, shirt style, size and
quantity desired. If all goes according to plan, you should be able to
pick up your special shirt at the April meeting, just in time to kick off
the 2006 riding season.

Mitch Kehan <mailto:j.kehn@verizon.net>
Director of Rally Apparel and Fashion

This design, chosen
by the club last

year, will be on the
T-shirts described

above:
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SQUARE ROOT RALLY
Sent in by Dan Weaver

FROM JIM BADE, BMWBMW VP & RALLY CHAIR:
I am very pleased to announce the 2006 BMWBMW Square route Rally in Thurmont Maryland, June 2-4, 2006!

We have an exciting venue this year.  Great location in the Cotoctin Mountains, Excellent roads, good food, and, best yet, several
world-class speakers!

Friday Night’s Keynote speaker will be Melissa Pierson, author of The Perfect Vehicle, the quintessential book on why we ride, and on
Saturday night we will have Dave Searle editor of Motorcycle Consumer News as our Saturday Night Keynote speaker.

We will also have a Motojournalism seminar with Dave Searle, Robert Hellman, Bob Higdon, and Bill Shaw.  This will be held on
Saturday and include the subject of Motojournalism and their personal experiences.  This should be an incredible opportunity to learn from
the very best.

On Saturday we will have several tech seminars, including one on adding motorcycle electrical accessories, another on motorcycle
safety, and a few more on technical aspects of the BMW.

Chili will be available to those in attendance on Friday night, first come, first served. A fine dinner on Saturday night, plus the beer truck
will be there. The mobile Chuck Wagon will be available Friday and Saturday all day. Breakfast is available on Saturday morning for a
nominal fee. Free coffee and soda all weekend,

Of course all the great things we have come to love about the Square Route Rally are still here. The great people, good food, excellent
door prizes, and three days of fun, and hopefully no rain!

Also, don’t forget about the Experienced Rider’s Course held just for our club at the Frederick Community College on Sunday morning
from 10:00 AM till 5:00 PM. See the rally web site on the BMWBMW club site.

Preregistration will net you either a camping space or a bed in one of the cabins (communal), as well as Chili Friday night, dinner
Saturday night, a free BMWBMW rally mug, a Rally Pin, and entrance into the door prizes.

There will be excellent door prizes and awards for several categories including: Oldest Male rider, Oldest Female rider, Youngest Rider,
and more.

You can preorder a Rally T-Shirt at:
http://www.cafepress.com/2006bmwbmwsrr
They are reasonably priced, and come in a variety of styles. Be cool and order ahead of time.
Look for more information, and links to registration, in the near future. If you have any questions, or suggestions, please contact me at

VP@BMWBMW.org

JIM BADE VP/RALLY CHAIR, BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON

SUMMARY OF  2006
BMR POINTS CHANGES

Submitted by Diane Pears
After the new 2006 points system was printed in the last newsletter, members had an opportunity to respond and various sugges-
tions were made.  They were taken into consideration by the board and discussed at length during the general March meeting.
Below are the items that were changed, voted on, and approved by the general membership.

1.    Newsletter Submittal   =    2 points
2.    Host a Shack Pack   =    5 points
3.    Attend a Shack Pack   =    1 point
4.    A “Qualified Ride” is defined as TWO bikes or more if it is publicly announced on the club website at least 24 hours ahead

of departure time, OR THREE bikes or more, if it is not announced on the website at least 24 hours in advance.  (No additional
bonus points will be awarded for larger groups this year.)

5.    Lead a Qualified Ride   =    2 points
6.    Attend a Qualified Ride =    1 point
7.    Regular Breakfast Ride  =    1 point **
**  If you show up at a regularly scheduled weekend breakfast ride, you get 1 point, whether you ride afterwards or not.  If you

do ride, no additional points will be awarded unless you LEAD the ride and it includes at least two bikes (counting the leader),
in which case 1 additional point will be awarded for leading the ride.  Either way you still get credit for attending.  This is how
it had been calculated in all previous years except 2005.

8. For every 20 points earned, you will receive one reflective BMR Decal sticker.
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2006 BMR POINTS REVISED

BMW MEMBER RECOGNITION POINT-EARNING METHODS

2006 EARNING SEASON:  MARCH 1 TO DECEMBER 31
Meeting Attendance 1 Point
* Monthly Meeting Attendance. Sign In Sheet.
Ride to Meeting Bonus 1 Point
* Monthly Meeting Attendance. Sign In Sheet.
Bring First Time Guest to Meeting 1 Point  *
* Write on Monthly Meeting Attendance Sign In Sheet
Monthly Meeting Activity (50/50 or Door Prize) 2 Points
* Any Member(s) helping with 50/50 or Door Prize ticket sales.
Monthly Meeting Organizer 5 Points
* The Vice President is responsible for organizing the monthly meetings and is recognized for this effort. Anyone offering assistance to the

VP when he/she is unable to do the monthly meeting planning or provides information that is used for a meeting location is also
recognized.

Monthly Meeting at Residence 15 Points
* A Member Hosting a Meeting at a Private Residence.
Club Officer 10 Points
* Club Officers each receive points at the beginning of their term. Any member elected to replace an officer during the year is also eligible.
Hosting an Officer Board Meeting at Residence   5 Points
Four Winds Rally Chairperson & Co-Chairs 25 Points
* Award for Yearly Service
Committee Heads & Rally Chore Leaders 10 Points  *
* January Banquet
* BMR Chairperson
* Board Recognized “Other”  (i.e. 40th Rally Grand Prize, etc.)
* Assist Rally Chairperson
1. T-Shirt Sales
2. Clean and Tidy
3. Security
4. Field Events
5. Rides Coordinator
6. Seminar Coordinator
Rally Chore Volunteer 5 Points  *
* Assist Rally Chore Leader
Newsletter Editor 25 Points
* Award for Yearly Service
Newsletter Submittal  2 Points  *
* Article or pertinent information for the club knowledge base.
Webmaster 25 Points
* Award for Yearly Service
Ride Leader  ##  (see ride definition)  2 Points  *
* A member who organizes a scheduled ride destination.
* A member who organizes an impromptu ride with or without destination.
* Each new day of an overnight ride can be counted again.
Ride Attendee   ##  (see ride definition)  1 Point  *
* A member who attends a ride, scheduled/unscheduled - with or without destination.
* Each new day of an overnight ride can be counted again.
Breakfast Attendee 1 Point *
* A member who attends a regularly scheduled breakfast ride, whether you ride afterwards or not.  If you do ride, no additional points will

be awarded unless you LEAD the ride of at least two bikes, in which case 1 additional point will be awarded for being the ride leader.
Major Overnight Ride Coordinator Bonus Variable / Board Assigned  *
* Plan and lead major club-announced overnight ride (i.e. “Adrian’s” Rides, etc.)

Continued on page 20
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Host a Shack Session 5 Points
* Host an announced Shack wrenching session at a private garage/residence
Attend a Shack Session 1 Point
New Member Bonus  5 Points
* Join as a New Member (Fiscal Year)
New Member Sponsor  5 Points
* Existing Member who Sponsors a New Member
BMR Target Photo  2 Points Each  *
* 2006 - “A to Z” Post Office Photos
BMR Target Photo Bonus 18 Points  *
* 2006 - Collect all 26 alphabet letter Post Offices
Board Awards for Service Variable / Board Assigned
* Award for members who go beyond service and membership to the club.

*  Changed for the 2006 Riding Year!!
##   Ride Definition:    A “Qualified Ride” is defined as TWO bikes or more if it is publicly announced on the club website at least 24 hours
ahead of departure time, OR THREE bikes or more, if it is not announced on the website at least 24 hours in advance.

End of Year Awards:
Top BMR Point Earner   —  $125 & Trophy
Second Place   —    $75 & Trophy
Third Place   —    $50 & Trophy
Fourth thru Tenth Place  —   $20 each

2006 Target Photos:
This year’s targets will be a photo of you and your bike (or just your bike if you don’t have a tripod and no one is around to snap the
picture) beside a post office in a town beginning with each letter of the alphabet anywhere in the country.  Multiples of the same
letter do not count for any points.  City name must be legible in photo.  If you collect one of all 26 letters in the alphabet, you receive a bonus
of 18 points for a total of 70 points possible for the Target Photos this year.

BMR Reflective Decals:
For every 20 points earned, you will receive one reflective BMR Decal sticker.

AMA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
TO FEATURE MOTORCYCLE-SKILLS DAY AT ROAD ATLANTA

Tom Lindsay, AMA communications

— NATIONWIDE BECOMES PLATINUM SPONSOR —
PICKERINGTON, Ohio - The American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) has announced that the 2006 AMA/FIM International Women &
Motorcycling Conference presented by Harley-Davidson & Buell will feature its first-ever motorcycle-skills day, conducted by the Kevin
Schwantz Suzuki School at Road Atlanta Raceway.

The conference will be held June 30 through July 3, 2006 in Athens, Georgia. The optional motorcycle-skills day, scheduled for July 3,
will be limited to the first 100 pre-registered participants, for an additional fee of $150.

With the guidance of professional instructors, riders can learn the secrets of smoother, safer street riding, in the controlled environment
of a closed road circuit, from a former world champion motorcycle racer.

Participants in the motorcycle-skills day also may rent a motorcycle and riding gear from the Kevin Schwantz Suzuki School. Availabil-
ity is limited. For more information, call 1-800-849-7223 or visit www.schwantzschool.com.

The AMA also has announced that Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, which offers motorcycle insurance through its Rev & Ride
coverage, will be a Platinum Sponsor of the 2006 AMA/FIM International Women & Motorcycling Conference presented by Harley-Davidson
& Buell.

The Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme (FIM) is the title sponsor of the conference, and Harley-Davidson Motor Company and
Buell is the event’s presenting sponsor. Also contributing support as primary sponsors are American Honda Motor Co., Inc.; American
Suzuki Motor Corporation; Biker Ally Magazine; BMW Motorrad USA; Cycle World of Athens; Ducati North America; FrictionZone
Magazine (East and West editions); G-Line; Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.; Kevin Schwantz Suzuki School; Memphis Shades; Motorcycle
Mechanics Institute; Open Road Magazine; Road Atlanta; RoadRUNNER magazine; and Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA.

The 2006 AMA/FIM International Women & Motorcycling Conference presented by Harley-Davidson & Buell will feature a slate of
guest speakers and seminars; demo rides, free to conference participants, from BMW, Buell, Ducati, Harley-Davidson, Honda, Kawasaki,
Suzuki, and Yamaha; and array of new-product vendors; guided and self-guided tours of the Athens region; live entertainment, and a
motorcycle-skills day with the Kevin Schwantz Suzuki School at Road Atlanta.
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Athens was chosen as the site of the 2006 event for its excellent facilities, and for its proximity to great motorcycle riding. The AMA is
working closely with its conference partners — Motor Maids, Women in the Wind, Women on Wheels, Women’s International Motorcycle
Association-USA, Women’s Motorcyclist Foundation, Femmoto, Ebony Angels, and MXGirls.com — to plan the conference.

The first three AMA Women & Motorcycling Conferences were held in 1997, 2000, and 2002. Nearly 700 women and men attended the
2002 conference, from nearly every U.S. state and several foreign countries. The 2006 conference is expected to draw 1,000 enthusiasts.

For more information about the 2006 AMA/FIM International Women & Motorcycling Conference presented by Harley-Davidson &
Buell, or to download a registration form, visit www.womenandmotorcycling.com or call 1-800-AMA-JOIN.

Flying Bikes...
(cadged by Jürgen)

Cleared for Takeoff!

On heading..., on glide path...
Cleared to land Runway 27R.

All ahead full.  Hard
Right Rudder!



22

Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS/INFO ON MEETING:
April15th will be our monthly meeting as well as BMW of Pgh.’s open
house.  In order to make it convenient for our members to attend both
functions, we will be returning to Magoo’s Bar.  This  is the same
location as last November’s meeting.  From Lee’s shop, take Rt .19
South three miles. It’s at the light at Cumberland Rd. on the right.
They have a great covered deck that will be available to us, weather
permitting.

Meeting time: 3:00PM.
We will have a choice of:

Mediterranean Pasta.
Sauteed baby spinach, artichoke hearts, roasted red peppers, Kalamata
olives, over fettuccini w/ white wine butter sauce, topped with feta and
parmesan cheeses.

Penne Magoo
Hot sausage, banana peppers, red onions,  with marinara sauce

Buffalo Chicken Wrap
Grilled chicken tossed with wing sauce, lettuce shredded cheese, toma-
toes and ranch dressing wrapped in a herb garlic tortilla

Original Magoo Burger
With cheese
Mushroom and Swiss
BBQ Bacon and Cheddar

House Salad

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


