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OCTOBER MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
Oct. 21, 2006 at 2:00PM at Sunny
Jim’s Restaurant, 255 Camp Horne
Rd. in Emsworth.  Ph.: 412.761.6700.
Directions on last page.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2006

President – Scott Bassin
724-538-4612

sbassin@city-net.com

Vice President – Ed Syphan
724-347-5590

esyphan@yahoo.com

Treasurer – Margaret
Weaver

724-942-1357
gsweave@netscape.com

Corres. Sec’y – Holly
Marcheck

marchhe@comcast.net

Rec. Sec’y – Shirley Hart
412-242-1970

shirley.hart@msanet.com

Director – Jürgen Brune
412-897-2919

jurgen@brune.ws

Director – Leo Stanton
412-384-8229
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The hunt is on:  Post Offices from A to Z.
Photograph ‘em with you and your bike!
Make sure their name is in the picture;

send the picture to BMR Point Mistress Diane!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Let me be the first to congratulate the mem-
bers of the 2007 Four Winds Board of Direc-
tors.  We had an orderly nomination process
that ended up with one nominee for each
position, so no ballot was needed.

Your 2007 Board members are:

President: Mitch Kehn
Vice President: Gary Smith
Treasurer: Tom Primke
Corresponding Secretary: Sean Barrett
Recording Secretary: Jürgen Brune
Director: Ralph Meyer
Director: Jay Singh

This is a great mix of newer members and
club veterans (I started to type “older mem-
bers”, but thought better).  I know they will
bring a lot of energy and enthusiasm to the
leadership of the club.

Though the Rally Chair is an appointed
position rather than an elected position, I
view it as equally important as the Board
positions.  Now that we know who will com-
prise next year’s Board, how about giving
them a leg up and volunteering to serve on
next year’s Rally Committee, or even rais-
ing your hand to be the Rally Chair?  Our
2006 Rally Committee did a fantastic job,
and they have suggested that their 2007 suc-
cessors be found and organized as soon as
possible to avoid the pressure that comes with
waiting until the last minute.  If you are in-

Continued on page 2



2

PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and
pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 11:59AM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Oct. Meeting: Oct. 21; Oct. is-
sue deadline: Tues., Oct.
24th).  Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

MEETING SCHEDULE

2006
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

October 21, 2006, 2:00 PM —
Sunny Jim’s Restaurant, 255
Camp Horne Rd, Emsworth

November 18, 2006, 3:00 PM —
Magoo’s Bar & Bistro, 9101
Perry Hwy, McCandless.

December, 2006 — No Monthly
Meeting

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Oct 1 — North at King’s, I-

79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, Oct 14 — West at Eat n’ Park,
Rt 60 & 22/30, 9:00 AM

Sun, Oct 15 — South at the Road-
side Restaurant, Rt 51, 10:00
AM

Sat, Oct 28 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

2006 SHACK SCHEDULE
Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for the
Shack locations and dates to help
keep us smiling through the win-
ter, and keep ‘em rolling!

terested in helping with next year’s Rally
Committee or serving as its Chair, please let
Mitch or me know.

Meanwhile, there’s still a lot of time left
in 2006, so let’s make the most of it!  See
you in October.

SCOTT

Continued from page 1

WHAZZIS???
Is this the new GS?   A new NASA land-
rover?  Finally an SUV that gets good Dino-

juice mileage and actually WILL go any-
where?  Nahhhhh.  It’s a.....  make a guess!
...We’ll tell you next month what it is,
...meantime, think Michelin, Tilmann
Schlootz, Oliver Keller, and Germany.  How’s
them apples for a hint?
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PREVIEW

OF COMING ATTRACTIONS:

Engine
Construction Water-cooled, two-cylinder, 4-

stroke engine, four valves, two overhead
camshafts, dry sump lubrication

Bore x stroke 82 mm x 75.6 mm
Capacity 798 cc
Max. output 62.5 kW (85 hp) at 8,000 rpm

(power reduction 25 kW (34 hp) at 7,000
rpm available)

Max. torque 86 Nm at 5,800 rpm (power
reduction: 55 Nm at 3,500 rpm)

Compression ratio 12:1
Fuel/engine management Electronic fuel in-

jection, electronic engine management
(BMS-K)

Emission control Regulated 3-way catalytic
converter

Performance/fuel consumption
Max. speed over 124 mph
Consumption per 62.1 miles at a constant

55 mph .9gal (69mpg)
Consumption per 62.1 miles at a constant

75 mph) 1.16 gal (53mpg)
Fuel type Super unleaded 95 octane (RON)

Electrics
Alternator 400 W generator
Battery 12 V/14 Ah

Transmission
Clutch Multiple-disc clutch in oil bath, me-

chanically activated
Gears Helically cut 6-speed synchromesh

gearbox integrated in the crankcase
Drive Belt drive with rear damper in own

housing

Chassis/brakes
Frame Beam cast aluminium, engine load-

bearing
Front wheel control/suspension Telescopic

fork, stanchion diameter 43 mm
Rear wheel control/suspension Die-cast alu-

minium single-sided swinging arm with
rear axle eccentric adjustment, single
suspension strut, stepless ydraulically-

adjustable spring preload via handwheel,
adjustable rebound damping

Travel, front/rear 5.46 in/5.46 in
Wheelbase (in normal position) 57.17 in
Caster (in normal position) 3.69 in
Steering head angle (in normal position)

63.8°
Wheels Cast aluminium
Rim dimensions, front 3.5 x 17
Rim dimensions, rear 5.5 x 17
Tires front 120/70-ZR-17

F800ST

F800S

Tires rear 180/55-ZR-17
Brakes, front Double-disc brakes with float-

ing 12.5 in-diameter brake discs, 4-pis-
ton fixed caliper

Brakes, rear Single 10.33 in-diameter disc
brake, single-piston floating calliper

ABS Optional BMW Motorrad Integral ABS

Dimensions/weight F 800 S  F 800 ST
Seat height, unladen 32 in/30.8 in  32 in/

30.8 in
Unladen weight, fully fuelled/road-ready

412 lb  422.2 lb
Dry weight 367.6 lb  377.7 lb
Max. permitted weight 818 lb  818 lb
Max. load (standard production models) 406

lb  396 lb
Usable tank volume 4.22 gal  4.22 gal  (c.

225 miles before reserve @ 55 mph / 170
@ 75mph)

Reserve approx. 1 gal  1 gal
Length 81.2 in  85.6 in
Height (not inc. mirrors) 45 in  47.8 in
Width (inc. mirrors) 33.5 in  33.5 in

BMW’S 1ST VERTICAL TWIN

BEEMER
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On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.
http://www.stayinsafe.com/ : The late Lawrence Grodsky’s motorcycle safety tour company.  The rides are still on.  Check

it out and learn more about safe riding.

A “CLASSIC” CAMPGROUND
By  Don Poremski

It’s not as if there is a competition to see who can spend the least and
get the most from a motorcycling weekend, but if there were, Four
Winds and MOC members would be right up there in the lead. Sav-
ing money on such things as admissions and meals means riders can
purchase other things like tires, campers, kielbasa, and GPS raffle
tickets. A little amplification is needed here.

Each year there is a motorcycling gathering at Mid-Ohio called
Vintage Days put on by the American Motorcyclists Association
(AMA).  It’s a truly attractive mixture of swap meet, vintage racing,
new product vendors, and not having to explain riding addiction to
those who don’t “get it.”  Members of “the tribe” mix and mingle no
matter what their brand preference. The demo rides let you try out
new bikes before buying and sometimes, like this year, it was pos-
sible to ride a machine that few would ever see, let alone sit astride.
We’re talking here about MV Agusta and their F4 and Brutale mod-
els. MV was the “featured” marque, but this year there was also a
“classic marque”:  Hodaka.

In years past, the featured brand clubs would get special privi-
leges as regards positioning in the infield section of the track.  This
year that also applied to the classic brand.  Volunteering to help
those clubs meant inclusion in those privileges.  Not that the “snake
pit” camping area doesn’t have its own attractions, but cold-start-to-
rev-limiter punctuations in the middle of the night pale after the
third experience. Enter enterprising BMW riders.

A few e-mails, a phone call or two, and the formula for camping
in the infield was known. The word went out to like-minded indi-
viduals and soon there was a small contingent of Four Winds and
MOC members enjoying special status among the Hodakians.  BMW
riders were welcomed no doubt due to their sober and conservative
approach to the sport, ahem, but the surprise was that when the tents
were pitched, there were no Hodaka owners present.

Having ingeniously secured our place among the shade trees, we
now jealously guarded our status and keenly resented intrusions by
those without the same wiles.  The daytime interlopers were suf-
fered and other squatters were even welcomed, but not until the fire-
wood provided for Hodaka was lit on Saturday night did we enjoy a
visit from the club’s president, Phil Ketchum.  He assured all present
that our enjoyment of the space and status was a happy circumstance
of our volunteer contributions.  Enjoy!

But, for Pete’s sake, how many venues will the AMA screw up
this year?  Giacomo Agostini, the best rider from the old grand prix
era, was to take several Grand Marshall laps of the track on the very
machine on which he performed his heroic feats, an MV three cylin-
der.  Spectators all around the track waited to see the maestro put the
bike through its paces.  The beautiful sound of the triple in “the
keyhole” let us know that we’d soon see him negotiate the esses.

But what did we actually get?  A lousy pickup truck with two cam-
eramen in the bed going so slow that any hint of Agostini’s historic
riding technique was smothered.  Get your track management ducks
in a row AMA!  I want my money’s worth!

DON

EAST BREAKFAST RIDE

8/26/2006
Walt Halaja

Well nothing was posted on our web site for this Sat. breakfast, Ralph,
Sonny, Jay, & I fired off some e-mails back & forth to discover no
one was going to ride for one reason or other, but Sonny, Ralph &
myself decided just breakfast was in order.  We also decided not to
post unless another club member did.  Well upon our arrival John
Barr also showed up!  What a pleasant surprise I thought, so I ask
John how he knew we were going to be at the breakfast & he replied
he was just out for breakfast regardless & had some things to do
afterwards & of course it’s always better to do things on your bike if
you can.  Needless to say it was fine comradeship among 4 of our
senior members in the relaxing atmosphere of Dicks diner!  It was a
long breakfast as we didn’t bid farewell until around 10:30 hrs..

Ralph’s GPS Data:
Miles Time Avg Speed Start End
13.7 25:52 32 7:50:37 8:16:29
[8:16:29-8:21:32 - Time wasted(?) checking out Oakmont Bakery]
13.3 29:43 27 8:21:32 8:51:15
27.3 53:04 31 10:20:50 11:13:54

WALT
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FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
R1200GS/RT/R Oil Filter Wrench:  Brand new.  $27.60 (What I have in it.  BMW tool costs $65.) OBO.  BMR GPS/Radar

Detector/Cell Phone/Satellite Radio or whatever Accessory Shelf for R1100/1150RT--make an offer.  Throttlemeister--make
an offer.  Ralph Meyer, meyer@zoominternet.net, 724-443-4937.

1999 R1100S 14,500 miles, blue, non-ABS, engine guards, smoked shield, tank bag, TourMaster soft bags, current PA inspec-
tion, I bought a R1200CLC and don’t need two bikes, you can find pics at http://adcache.cycletrader.com/5/6/5/84420265.htm,
$5895 negotiable.

AMA APPLAUDS NEW YORK
FOR ‘JUSTICE,’ RENEWS SUPPORT FOR

NATIONAL CRASH STUDY
Tom Lindsay

PICKERINGTON, Ohio — The American Motorcyclist Association
(AMA) has announced that New York has enacted a law supporting
the goals of the AMA’s “Justice for All” campaign.

New York AB-4914, which was signed into law by Governor
George E. Pataki on August 16, authorizes mandatory revocation and
suspension of licenses and registrations when a motorist convicted
of violating another motorist’s right-of-way causes serious physical
injury or death of another person. The new law also requires offend-
ers to participate in an accident-prevention course.

“Thanks to exemplary leadership, along with a groundswell of
support from individual motorcyclists and state-level organizations,
New York has demonstrated that it values ‘Justice,’” said Edward
Moreland, AMA Vice President for Government Relations. “Motor-
cyclists nationwide have embraced the goals of ‘Justice for All’ to
get laws passed, state by state, and momentum is still building.”

Individual leadership by Larry Schwartz, AMA District 3 Presi-
dent and AMA-PAC Chairman, and Bob “Prospector” Boellner, Vice
President of ABATE of New York, along with the activism of their
state-level organizations, were instrumental in the New York vic-
tory.

New York joins 11 other states in passing legislation that sup-
ports the goals of Justice for All: Arkansas, Georgia, Iowa, Maine,
New Hampshire, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
Washington, and West Virginia. A California bill requiring manda-
tory penalties for right-of-way offenders, SB 1021, recently passed
the state legislature with overwhelming support and awaits the
governor’s signature.

For more information about the AMA’s Justice for All campaign,
visit www.AMADirectlink.com/justice.

— AMA RENEWS SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL CRASH

STUDY
The AMA, in light of recent statistics showing an increase in motor-
cycle-related fatalities, has again expressed its support for compre-
hensive nationwide research into the causes of motorcycle crashes.

Motorcycle fatalities increased by 13 percent in 2005 over 2004,
according to statistics released yesterday by the National Highway

Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). It was the eighth consecu-
tive annual increase in fatalities, after years of decline during the
1990s.

The transportation bill passed last year by Congress included
funding for the first comprehensive study of the causes of motor-
cycle crashes since the well-known Hurt report done in the late 1970s.

“The continued increase in motorcycling fatalities is a matter of
concern for the entire American motorcycling community,” said the
AMA’s Moreland, “but these statistics don’t tell us why the toll keeps
climbing. We’re anxious for the crash study to begin, to show us the
best ways to prevent crashes and save lives.”

The crash study will be conducted by the Oklahoma Transporta-
tion Center, part of Oklahoma State University, and is expected to
begin in 2007.

 The American Motorcyclist Association: rights. riding. racing.
Founded in 1924, the AMA is a non-profit organization with more
than 278,000 members. The Association’s purpose is to pursue, pro-
tect and promote the interests of motorcyclists, while serving the
needs of its members. For more information, visit the AMA website
at www.AMADirectlink.com, or call 1-800-AMA-JOIN. For the lat-
est news releases, visit the AMA News Room at http://home.ama-
cycle.org/newsroom.

IT’S TO LAUGH
Put up on the ‘net site by Tom Primke for Ed Syphan’s pleasure:

URL: http://s96920072.onlinehome.us/TPC/jokes/jokes2006/
Aug06.htm

From an ARC’er....  It’s from the UK on a classic motorcycle
message board, so you need to take that in to account...

“I raced a Harley today and after some really hard riding I man-
aged to PASS the guy. I was riding on one of those really, really
twisting sections of mountain road with no straight sections to speak
of and where most of the bends have warning signs that say “MAX
SPEED 40 MPH”.

“I knew if I was going to pass one of those monsters with those
big-cubic-inch motors, it would have to be a place like this where
handling and rider skill are more important than horsepower alone.

“I saw the guy up ahead as I exited one of the turns and knew I
could catch him, but it wouldn’t be easy. I concentrated on my brak-
ing and cornering. Three corners later, I was on his mudguard. Catch-
ing him was one thing; passing him would prove to be another.

“Two corners later, I pulled up next to him as we sailed down the
mountain. I think he was shocked to see me next to him, as I nearly
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got by him before he could recover. Next corner, same thing. I’d
manage to pull up next to him as we started to enter the corners but
when we came out he’d get on the throttle and out-power me. His
horsepower was almost too much to overcome, but this only made
me more determined than ever.

“My only hope was to out-brake him. I held off squeezing the
lever until the very last moment. I kept my nerve while he lost his. In
an instant I was with him. Corner after corner, I could hear the roar
of his engine as he struggled to keep up. Three more miles to go
before the road straightens out and he would pass me for good.

“But now I was in the lead and he would no longer hold me back.
I stretched out my lead and by the time we reached the bottom of the
canyon, he was more than a full corner behind. I could no longer see
him in my rear-view mirror.

“Once the road did straighten out, it seemed like it took miles
before he passed me, but it was probably just a few hundred yards. I
was no match for that kind of horsepower, but it was done. In the
tightest section of road, where bravery and skill count for more than
horsepower and deep pockets, I had passed him. Though it was not
easy, I had won the race to the bottom of the mountain and I had
preserved the proud tradition of one of the best bits of Brit iron.

“I will always remember that moment. I don’t think I’ve ever
pedaled so hard in my life.  However, some of the credit must go to
the Raleigh Company, as well.  They really do make a grrreat bi-
cycle!

...Probably why Euriron Riders call such MCs “Hardley Ablesons”

NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE 09/03/06
Jay Singh

The weather forecast called for a cloudy day with a chance of some
light rain, a decent forecast for a day of riding in my book. After
some late Saturday postings on the website, it became apparent that
at least the usual suspects, Walt Halaja and Ralph Meyer were com-
mitted for breakfast. Arriving around 10:15, I saw that in addition to
these gentlemen, Paul White, John Allen and Frank Beatrous were
also in attendance.  After a leisurely breakfast, it turned out that only
John and I were going to be able to do a longer ride.  It was Ralph’s
45th wedding anniversary that day and understandingly, it would not
have been prudent for him to spend that auspicious occasion away
from Rosemary; they had an anniversary dinner planned later that
evening.  Walt’s tires were down to the cords and he planned to deal
with them after getting back from his upcoming trip to the Father-
land.  Paul and Frank had other commitments.  I had decided that if
no one else wanted to ride I would ride up to BeaveRun to check out
the WERA motorcycle racing (http://www.wera.com) where a buddy
was going to be racing.  John and I, however, figured that we’d rather
ride than watch other folk have fun and decided on a loop down to
Wheeling, WV, specifically to sample WV route 88.

After the requisite King’s parking-lot picture**, we bid the oth-
ers goodbye and took off in the general direction of Avella. The quick-
est way to the twisties was probably a short sprint down Interstate 79

to Route 50 as John suggested, but having an aversion to riding the
slab, I convinced John that we could find a more interesting way to
get there, especially with the aid of the GPS on his recently acquired
technology-laden RT1200. After leading him down Blackburn road
into Sewickley and across the bridge into Moon township and head-
ing N on 51, I decided to let John lead when it was obvious that I
didn’t have a clue where I was going. With the aid of the GPS, we
cut across to Route 18 and found our way to familiar roads around
Avella. We thoroughly enjoyed the ride down WV 88 into Wheeling,
in spite of an errant Honda of the 4-wheeled kind that pulled out in
front of us the last 10 miles or so. John wanted to check out route 231
back to Avella, which we did, where he headed east on 50 back to
Library while I essentially retraced our earlier route back across the
Sewickley Bridge to the Northeastern suburbs. While we had occa-
sional light showers on and off as predicted, we managed to stay dry
and even enjoyed some short bursts of sunshine. I was back home
around 4:30 PM with around 209 miles on the odometer.

(Taj, my 11 year-old son, remarks as I write this - “ Dad, I didn’t
know that you got homework after your motorcycle rides” - I didn’t
know that either!).

JAY
**[editor’s note: Unfortunately, no decent picture of the group was
available.  An undesirable Nikon camera glitch provided an error
message rather than a picture.  That camera’s great stuff... when it
works!  It has been sent back to Nikon for repair.  Sob.  Sniffle,
sniffle.  ...However..., I did find a fine picture of Jay’s F650 on the
‘net.  It should also be noted that John is now sporting a beautiful
new Silver Grey R1200RT! ...both of which made this ride.  Betcha
the bikes were great in the twisties (and elsewhere...as usual!)]

40TH RALLY SPONSORS
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Camping...

40TH RALLY PIX

The Planners, et al.!
Great job, guys!!!

Security Chief.  Note the official Helmet!

Extra security!

The Sign-in Crew

Hangin’ out...

A Beautiful Bandanna Bunch
Sellin T-Shirts Too!

Gabbing...

Ogling...

Youngest ‘Pilot’

Rally ad infinitum!
Love those Rallies!

And the traditional Mayhem Committee
Water Howitzer...
Hey, How’d they get in here???

Photos by Diane Pears.  Great shots!
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VENDORS

TECH SESSIONS

Oilhead Info! Safety!

Team DUI... Ride Straight!

Pack it well,
Pack it right!
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FIELD EVENTS...

Wrap that Barrel! Roll that Barrel!

And keep y’r pilot dry!!!

AWARDS

Oldest Rider!

Long-distance Gal!

Long-distance Guy!

SEEN AROUND...
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DAS ROST SCHWEIN UND DIE ZEREMONIEN...

ENTERTAINMENT...

The Mavens...

Whoop
de

do!!!

Boops...
eeeeee.....

dais-ey!!!How to pack it (pitch it?) demo?
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GPS-ING AROUND V
MOUNTING THE GPS UNIT AND

ROUTING CAVEATS
Ralph Meyer

Once you have created waypoints in the mapping program on your
computer, and downloaded them to your GPS unit, you’re ready to
use them on trips as a means of getting where you want to go.  This
is basically what the GPS is designed to do, though, as we’ve men-
tioned, it may have further handy bells and whistles that do other
useful stuff as well.

Mounting the GPS unit
This subject is probably a little late in this series, but it goes without
saying that in order to use your GPS unit on your bike, you must
mount it so it’s easily readable as you ride along. (It won’t do you
much good in your pocket! And it’s dangerous to have it way out of
your line of sight.)  If you haven’t as yet figured out how to do so,
here are a couple of suggestions.  One easy and quick way of mount-
ing GPSs is to use RAM mounts, obtainable from CycleGadgets.com.
These are ball and socket mounts that permit nearly infinite adjust-
ment of where you place your GPS.  Their mounting systems page
can be found at: http://www.cyclegadgets.com/Products/
?cat=MOUNT .  Cycoactive.com also provides a plethora of possible
mounting possibilities for Beemers at: http://www.cycoactive.com/
gps/gallery/bmw_gpsmount.html .   BMR products provides acces-
sory shelves for K & R bikes which can be located from: http://
www.bmrproducts.com/categories.php .  And, of course,
Beemerriders, being the highly intelligent, inventive, and handy folks
they are, I’ve no doubt that if you prefer to attach your GPS to your
bike using your own methods, a bit perhaps of bubble gum, bailing
wire, twine, a hose clamp, and a bolt or three will result in a fine
solid mount.  The more engineering/machining types can mill some-
thing good from steel or aluminum.

Assuming you have a mount for your GPS, you will have doubt-
less noticed that since these units are battery powered, and batteries
only last so long, it is better to tie the unit into one’s bike’s battery
and let the bike’s electrical system feed the requisite juice to it.   Units
don’t naturally come with BMW plugs save for the one BMW fea-
tures (BMW at the moment is offering one free with the purchase of
an LT, RT, or GT).  However, a bike mount pigtail can be purchased
separately from BMW and will fit various Garmin Streetpilots and
probably the successor(s) to the GPS II, III, or V units. If you’re
getting a BMW pigtail from your favorite dealer, just make sure the
GPS end is the same as the end you need for your particular unit.  All
Garmin ends are not alike.  E.g., for others, such as the GPSMap
276C featured in these articles, a BMW plug can be purchased from
Whitehorse Press or Aerostich and wired to the correct leads at the
other end of the pigtail from the end that plugs in the unit. (Inciden-
tally, this isn’t the pigtail for use with the computer!!!  That one
already comes with a USB or Serial port connector as previously

discussed.)  At the URL http://www.powerlet.net you can find a num-
ber of different Garmin pigtails pre-assembled and ready for use
with BMW plugs as well as the plugs themselves alone.

Routing caveats
OK, so your GPS with waypoints downloaded is now mounted on
the bike and plugged into the bike’s electrical system.  The ‘down
and dirty’ way to use waypoints that was described in the last article
is one of the best ways to use them to get somewhere.  However,
when using this method (the ‘find,’ locate the desired waypoint in
the list, enter ‘goto,’ and enter either ‘fastest time’ or ‘shortest dis-
tance’ method) can lead to some ‘interesting’ results, especially if
you have not set your GPS to avoid things like dirt roads (if de-
sired—GS riders might want to avoid anything that ISN’T a dirt
road).  For example, Sonny Robison and I wound up on a deserted
rocky mining road when hunting covered bridges a couple of years
back that would have given even GS riders a ‘thrill’ and we were on
a Cruiser and RT respectively at the time.  The GPS ‘knew’ the road
was the shortest way to get where we were going, but it didn’t know
that the road surface had been totally unused for years, and had thereby
become kinda hell on washed-out-down-to-the-big-rocks wheels.
Literally.  Our speed over ground averaged 3 to 6 mph.  Also, be-
cause GPS maps aren’t always accurate, blind following of GPS di-
rectives can lead to other kinds of ‘interesting’ situations:  e.g., near
my place, the map shows a street named King of Arms Drive (wierd
name, I’ll grant you) as the shortest way to come out directly across
Rte 8 from Heckert Road on the way to my home.  Trouble is, King
of Arms Drive and the street across Rte 8 from Heckert Rd are both
dead ends:  they don’t connect with each other.  Yet, the GPS, every
time I’m headed home from someplace West on Dickey Road, tells
me to turn left onto King of Arms Drive.  Then, when I don’t, and get
to Rte 8 on Dickey, it wants me to turn right and do a U-turn some-
where South on Rte 8, instead of just turning left to go a block or so
to Heckert Rd.  It isn’t until I’ve turned left on Rte 8 and am headed
north the block or so to Heckert Rd that it finally recalculates, and
figures the correct turns: Right on Heckert, then Right on Meadow
Lane to home.  If I didn’t know the roads, I’d finally arrive at home,
true, but after futzing around somewhere South on Rte 8 in Gibsonia
no doubt.  I don’t listen to it when it tells me nonsense like that.  One
caveat is that however screwed up it might be at some points it gen-
erally will get you where you want to go.  Such things as the above
are the very occasional anomalies you must put up with:  a good
reason to always have along a good store of that earlier technology:
maps.

Because a GPS unit told to go to a particular waypoint as your
destination will automatically design a route depending on whether
you told it to go the fastest or the shortest way, it sometimes helps
not to depend on the unit’s automatic route manufacturing capabil-
ity.  You can, of course, in many units, set some options on routing
and tell the unit, say, to avoid toll roads, dirt roads, or other types of
thoroughfare.  You might also, depending on the options available
(check your owner’s manual), be able to tell it what kinds of roads
you prefer to ride.  The unit’s automatic route creation when told to
go to a waypoint will then at least put you more on the type of road
you prefer.

If, however, you prefer complete control over your route, out must
come the trusty old computer and the Mapsource program, in which
you can design your own route(s) that you can then download to your
unit.  More on routing on the computer later.

Next time: Marking Waypoints on the Unit for later upload when
you’re at an interesting spot on a journey.

RALPH



12

MEETING AT LEO’S...

Mitch and Doc Sean demonstrate
the new air-bag jacket...

When activated...
The Michelin Man!

Tailbone protection!

Full back protection!

Neck protection...
and solid armor
all over as well It fires if you’re thrown from the bike thus

pulling the ripcord connected to the bike

The new airbag jacket is available by contacting Mitch
Kehan who can, for the moment, get 20% off on its

price.  On being thrown from a bike, the jacket inflates
immediately, preventing hard contact with pavement at
all important points... It may be a better way to go than
an air-bag as on a Gold Wing which stays on the bike.
This thing makes you into a momentary edition of the

Michelin Man.

Shriner MC Patrolers

More good eats! (eaters?)

Scott gits ‘er done!

Good eats!
As Sean does the Barbie honors in the

background.

Camaraderie--ever present!
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CAN YOU JIGGLE IT A LITTLE?
By Don Poremski

With a title like that, a reader could think that six able male riders
from Ohio and Pennsylvania might have attended and participated at
a gentleman’s club. In reality, riding on roads quite south of those
two states, that sextet sought out good comradeship, great practice at
apex strafing, comfortable digs and ample food plus a fireplace in
front of which to regale each other with stories. Jiggle explanation
later.

The group came together when the usual suspects couldn’t get a
Monday and Tuesday off to join in the fun. The call went out from
Pittsburgh to enlist more riders to: 1) share and lessen the cost of
cabin rental, 2) freshen the campfire conversations and 3) expand
the corps of the addicted. The ring leader this time was “Big Ed”
Tatters who reacted to the suggestion from Trent Denison to swoop
south as part of his rehabilitation following heart surgery. It was Ed
who suggested we ride to Hungry Mother State Park (HMSP 276-
781-7400) on Sunday, ride the two-lanes in the area on Monday and
return Tuesday. Off-season rates meant we could sleep indoors for
two nights for about $34 each.

This would be the break-in run for Tom Dempsey’s new-to-him
1,200cc Suzuki Bandit. He was flanked by Trent’s BMW GS, and
Ed’s Lawnboy (ZX9). The Buckeyes brought an R1100RT (Dale
Wright), an R100RS (Turp Cobb) and a Suvanuzzi (ZX11D) piloted
by the author. Fast company? You bet. Road selection follows.

On second thought, you’d better choose your own roads and be
the master of your convictions. Starting at Beckley WV is good. Get
on Rt. 16 and take it all the way to HMSP.  From that point on, get
yourself some good maps, a Gazetteer for VA and NC would be bet-
ter, and look for Little Switzerland, Micaville, Volney, Damascus,
Elizabethton and Shady Valley. Then choose your riding level. Rec-
ommended are: 194 from Vilas through Valle Crucis to Banner Elk,
and Rt. 80 from the Blue Ridge Parkway (BRP) to Micaville. The
latter would be a challenge to even a master “Dragon” rider. One
comes away puzzled at how a road can be made to turn right for 405
degrees without going through a tunnel and yes, my brake lights
work fine.

Where does the “jiggle it a little, it’ll open” come in? The Buck-
eyes learned that only persons from Western Pennsylvania can say it.
Or, at least that’s the case when you have enjoyed a good Italian
dinner, perhaps added a libation, are working on a cigar and enjoy-
ing the fire while reliving some of the more enjoyable moments from
that day’s ride. Makes a person feel good to have done his share for
motorcycling public relations!

DON

WORLD’S FASTEST MOTORCYCLE RIDE
Sent in by Don Poremski

What does 350.884 MPH on two wheels feel like? World-record set-
ting speed, for one.

Two Motorcycle Hall of Fame inductees teamed up last week
and set the new absolute motorcycle land-speed record at the
Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah during the AMA/FIM International
Motorcycle Speed Trials by BUB.  Chris Carr, who was inducted
into the Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 2004, piloted BUB’s No.7 stream-
liner to the record by running a two pass 350.884 MPH average. The
streamliner was built by Denis Manning, who will be inducted into
the Motorcycle Hall of Fame this October. The legendary run by
Carr will place him in the Guinness Book of World Records for the
fastest motorcycle ride ever.

Speed freaks can check out the No. 7 streamliner at the Charity
Newsies Dirt Track race in Columbus, Ohio on September 23. After-
ward the streamliner heads for the Motorcycle Hall of Fame Mu-
seum in Pickerington, Ohio where it will remain on display through
October 7.

In addition to the No. 7 streamliner, Denis Manning will be at
the Museum for the Hall of Fame ceremonies the weekend of Octo-
ber 6 and 7. Chris Carr is expected to find room in his heavy travel
schedule to join Manning for the ceremonies. All Hall of Fame events
are open to the public, allowing fans the opportunity to meet the
designer and driver of the fastest machine on two wheels.

If you would like to learn more about Manning and Carr’s record
run and Hall of Fame weekend I would be happy to help.

ANNE SZCZESNY (FOR THE MOTORCYCLE HALL OF FAME MUSEUM)

770.225.2247 OFFICE, 248.842.7641 MOBILE

BMW ANNOUNCES NEW R1200R
This just in from European MCs of Pittsburgh:

BMW has a long history in the roadster motorcycle segment (stan-
dard segment). The R1200R now incorporates the trend towards in-
creased dynamics in the Roadster sector without departing from the
basic concept and hence the strengths of the R1150R.

In comparison with the R1150R engine, the following improve-
ments were achieved:

Increase in output by around 28 % and in torque by around 17 %
Increase in rated speed with simultaneous minimization of vibration
Reduction of 7% in engine weight Compliance with the exhaust and
noise regulations of the future New generation of electronic engine
control systems based on CAN bus technology with automatic idling
control, automatic cold-start and anti-knock control for use with poorer
fuel qualities

The helical gearing of the R1200R has likewise been taken over
from the R1200RT. The helical gearwheel design affords softer en-
gagement and much smoother running. Further design improvements
in transmission kinematics compared to the R1150R also improve
gear shifts and ensure more precise locking of individual gears.

The seat of the R1200R is optimized to suit the length of the leg
arch. The narrow seat saddle section at the front affords exceptional
floor reach and a more relaxed knee angle than with the R1150R.
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The Four Winds BMW Riders Club regular meeting for October will be
held on Saturday,  October 21, 2006, at 2:00 PM at Sunny Jim’s Restau-
rant, 255 Camp Horne Rd, Emsworth.  Ph.: 412.761.6700.

From the South: Take I-279 North from the ‘burgh to Exit 15, Camp Horne
Rd.  Turn left and head West on Camp Horne Rd.  Sunny Jim’s will be
on your right approximately 1.7 miles from the exit.

From the North: Take I-279 South toward Pittsburgh to Exit 15, Camp
Horne Rd.  Turn right off the exit and head West on Camp Horne Rd.
Sunny Jim’s will be on your right approximately 1.6 miles from the
exit.

From Rte 65:  You can also get to Sunny Jims off Rte 65 in Emsworth by
taking Camp Horne Rd North.  Sunny Jim’s is approximately .5 miles
from Rte 65 on the left.

 GPS coordinates are:  N40.51642 W80.09359

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce your-
self.  Meetings are listed here in the News-
letter and in the schedule of events on the
Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $7.50 per year
for associate members residing in the

same household as a primary
member.

� Jiggling it in W. Va.  See p. 13.


