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JUNE MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
June 16th, 2007 at the Johnstown
Microbrewery from 2–5PM, pre-
ceded by the President’s ride to the
Johnstown Marine Reserve Training
Center for a tour of the helicopters
and perhaps a club picture. Be sure
to see the info and maps pp. 16-18.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2007

President – Mitch Kehan
j.kehn@verizon.net

Vice President – Gary Smith
412-922-7909

shack.smith@verizon.net

Treasurer – Tom Primke
412-828-3413

tomprimke@juno.com

Corres. Sec’y – Sean Barrett
724-941-1543

nancyandsean@comcast.net

Rec. Sec’y – Jürgen Brune
412-418-4626

jurgen@brune.ws

Director – Ralph Meyer
724-443-4937

meyer@zoominternet.net

Director – Jay Singh
412-967-9314

singhjx@earthlink.net
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JUNE 2007

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
In spite of nearly perfect riding weather, (or
perhaps because of it), attendance at the May
19th meeting at Mingo Creek Park was sadly
underwhelming.

Skipping a club meeting on a perfect
riding day to go for a long ride is understand-
able. But we’d better not find out that you
skipped the meeting to mow your lawn, wash
your car, or shop for groceries.  This type of
responsible behavior is strictly frowned upon.

There are a lot of upcoming events com-
peting for our precious weekend riding time.
Holly, Leo, Jason Kaplitz, and I are planning
on trekking out to the 33rd Annual Square
Route Rally in Thurmont, MD (6/1-6/3/07)
and, from a show of hands at the meeting,
many of us are planning to pitch a tent on the
lawn of the Biltmore Estate (or stay at a
nearby motel) for the BMWRA National
Rally (6/7-6/10/07).  Nearly as many of our
members are planning to support our sister
club in Johnstown by attending the Laurel
Highlands Campout in Somerset, PA and
Thunder in the Valley in Johnstown (6/22-6/
24/07).

But let us focus on the June Meeting,
which is also The President’s Ride (6/16/07).
This year it  promises to be one for the record
books.  Tentatively, we plan to leave the South
Breakfast Ride location (King’s off I-79 in
Bridgeville) at 9:00 AM and take the scenic
route to Johnstown, PA where we will meet
up with Sgt. George Blackham IV at Sassy’s
Airport Restaurant around 12:00 or at the
Marine Hanger at 12:30 pm.

The tour facilitated by Sgt. George will
allow you to sit in the cockpit of an $18 mil-
lion Huey helicopter. Later, this impressive
bird will serve as the  backdrop for our group
photo. From there, we will meet up with the
rest of our Laurel Highlands counterparts at
the Johnstown Brewing Company (about
2pm) for a memorable lunch. It will be a full
day of riding and fun, thus, club members
are expected not to schedule household

ANNUAL PRESIDENT’S RIDE!
JUNE 16TH!  LEAVING 9:00AM
FROM SOUTH BREAKFAST RIDE

KING’S OFF I-79 EXIT 54
BRIDGEVILLE TO JOHNSTOWN

MARINE HELICOPTERS AND

JOHNSTOWN BREWING CO.
B-THERE!
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and
pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
June Meeting: June 16; July is-
sue deadline: Tues., June
19th).  Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

MEETING SCHEDULE

2006
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

June 16, 2007 — President’s Ride
to Johnstown Airport and
Brewing Company; Start: 9AM
South B-Ride King’s

July, 2007 — Moraine State Park
Pavilion 3

August, 2007 — Friday, August
17 to Sunday, August 19
41st Annual Four Winds
Rally!

September, 2007 — Leo and
Holly Stanton’s, Findleyville

October, 2007 — The Bellaluna
Trattoria, Rte 22 Eastbound,
Monroeville

November, 2007 — The Rythm
Room in Bridgeville - tentative

December, 2007 — No Monthly
Meeting

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, June 3 — North at King’s, I-

79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, June 9 — West at Eat n’ Park,
Rt 60 & 22/30, 9:00 AM

Sun, June 17 — South  at King's,
3049 Washington Pike, off Exit
54, I-79, Bridgeville, 10:00
AM

Sat, June 23 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

chores such as lawn mowing, car washing,
or grocery shopping on this day.  Thanks to
Sean Barrett and especially 1st Sergeant
George Blackham IV (retired) for helping
with the arrangements and planning the route.

Those of us who are handy with power
tools will be building picnic benches and
wiring restroom hand-dryers at Redbank Park
(6/30/07 @ 9am) for the Redbank Project.
Thanks to Tim Pears, Kevin Hart and Tom
Primke for taking the lead on this year’s
Redbank Project.

And it goes without saying that the 41st
Annual Four Winds Rally should already be
circled on all of our riding  calendars with a
big, fat permanent Sharpie(r) marker (8/17-
8/19/07). And gentlemen are strongly encour-
aged to bring their wife or girlfriend (but not
both) to the rally this year, because our band,
the Zydeco Dogz, has offered simple Cajun
dance lessons prior to the performance, so
wouldn’t it be a shame not to bring a dance
partner to the rally?

MITCH

CLUB MEETING NOTES

4 WINDS BMW RIDERS

MAY 19, 2007 AT MINGO CREEK

PARK
President Mitch Kehn presided.
Board attendance:  Ralph Meyer, Jay Singh,
Tom Primke, Sean Barrett and Jürgen Brune.
The following items were discussed:
•  June 1-3:  Square Route Rally in Mary-
land.  Mitch would like to attend and is look-
ing for riders to accompany him — contact
him if you plan to go.
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ONE NIGHT ONLY!

 ZYDECO DOGZ
Creole-style folk music

Saturday, August 18, 2007

41st Annual 4 Winds BMW Riders Rally

Redbank Valley Community Park

New Bethlehem, PA

Admission is free to all paid rally attendees!

FREE dance lessons prior to live show!

( This is the EASIEST dance you will ever learn )

B.Y.O.B.

•  June 7-10:  RA Rally at the Biltmore Es-
tate, Asheville North Carolina.  This place is
worth visiting — rally fee includes entry to
the estate.
•  June 16:  President’s Ride to Johnstown,
meet either at King’s in Bridgeville (South
ride meeting location) at 9:00 am or meet with
George Blackham IV at Sassy’s at 12 noon
or the Marines base in Johnstown to get a
tour of their combat helicopters at 12:30 or,
finally, meet at the Johnstown Brewing Co.
for lunch and a club meeting at 2pm.  There
will be more information posted on the web
shortly.  Contact Mitch if you would like to
lead a smaller group of 3-6 riders.  You may
offer alternate starting points or routes if you
like.  Also, the Laurel Highlands club will
offer to tour other local attractions such as
the Flood Museum.
•  June 22-24:  Thunder in the Valley and
Laurel Highlands Campout
•  June 24:  Tour de Cure Diabetes bicycle
ride and fundraiser.  They still need motor-
cycle patrols for the ride (to secure intersec-
tions etc.) — contact Tom Primke if you are
interested in this volunteer project.
•  June 30:  Redbank project, we will build
picnic tables and install electric hand dryers
in the bathrooms.  Our club will purchase
the installation wires and hardware and per-
form the installation.  Be there at 9:00 to lend
a hand or both.

RallyMistress Nancy gave a rally
update:
•  Volunteers are needed in all areas, espe-
cially in “clean & tidy” and in security (in-
volves checking wristbands to make sure we
don’t have freeloaders attending).  Contact
Nancy for a job of your choice before she
assigns you to a job of her choice.
•  T-shirts are being printed.  Rally cups will
be about $0.80 a piece and Mitch will order
500.  The Band will cost about $650.  Helen
Twowheels agreed to present at the rally.  We
are still organizing Tech Sessions, Skills
Games and other attractions.
Treasurer Tom Primke reminds those mem-
bers who have not paid their 2007 member-
ship dues to do so asap to ensure that we
have enough cash flow to fund the rally.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY:

JÜRGEN BRUNE, RECORDING SECRETARY



4

MOTORCYCLE twin, duo twin, solo single, solo

EP
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THE ULTIMATE
ALPS TOUR
GERMANY / AUSTRIA / SWITZERLAND / ITALY

20

MOTORCYCLE twin, duo twin, solo single, solo

rethca
W renre
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FOR THOSE WHO RIDE 
THE ALPS FOR THE FIRST

TIME, WE STRONGLY
RECOMMEND TO BOOK
THE EDELWEISS RIDING
SCHOOL. SEE PAGE 10.

NEW

HONDA CBF 600 S
SUZUKI SV 650
SUZUKI V-STROM 650

BMW F 650 CS SCARVER
BMW F 650 GS
DUCATI MULTISTRADA 620
HONDA DEAUVILLE
HONDA SHADOW 750

BMW F 800 ST
BMW R 1150 R / R 1200 R

BMW R 1200 GS
BMW R 1200 S

BMW K 1200 R
BMW R 1200 RT
DUCATI ST3 ABS
HONDA ST 1300

Details see page 10 $ 490 $ 300
EDELWEISS RIDING SCHOOL Rider Passenger

$ 3390 $ 3865 $ 4445

$ 3530 $ 4105 $ 4685

$ 3865 $ 4585 $ 5160

$ 4105 $ 4820 $ 5400

$ 4485 $ 5300 $ 5880

TOUR PRICES 2007 PER PERSON in US $.
twin = twin or double room, single = single room, duo = riding two up, solo = riding solo

For 
th

ALPS TOUR ‘08 INVITATION!
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LAKE GARDA

Munich

Martigny

Innsbruck

Lucerne

Warth

Riva

Locarno

Meran

Castle
Neuschwanstein

LAKE COMOLAKE MAGGIORE
MONT BLANC

MATTERHORN

THE ALPS AT ITS BEST!

Of all the Edelweiss tours that we offer, this is the one closest to our hearts.
This is our homeland, this is the place we first wanted to share with the world
because of its irresistible beauty This is the place we know, this is the measure
by which all other adventures are compared. Every meter of these roads,
every menu, every hotel, every roadside lunch spot and camera opportunity
is etched in our memory, ready to share with you. If ever there was a place
on earth that was made for the eye and the camera, the Alps is surely it. And
every road on which we travel from place to place, is in itself, a reason to
come to the Alps. We have chosen the very best of those roads, selected the
choicest hotels and can offer the best guidance of whatever you might want
to see. We know what is here, this is our home, and we offer it to you.

We’ll pick up the motorcycles in Munich and take a beautiful orientation ride
to Warth, Austria, a small ski village nestled in the Alps, and the next day
we’re off for Lucerne, Switzerland. If the road to Lucerne can be described as
pure color drama, then Lucerne is  the climactic encore of that drama. You
may wish to take the cog tram to Mt. Pilatus, or visit castle Meggenhorn, or
simply sit on a bench and watch the sun set over lake Lucerne.

The next day we’re off to Martigny with its spectacular Gallic-Roman temples,
and where you will watch in awe as the setting sun colors the snow covered
mountain peaks a deep crimson. This little town is so pretty, and the roads
crossing it are so adventurous, we’ll stay an extra day in Martigny just to
absorb its beauty. And yet, Locarno, Switzerland is even more spectacular, so
that’s where we’ll go next.

The beauty of Locarno is so spectacular we won’t try to describe it, but 
suffice it to say that the pictures you make of this city will be on the walls
of your home for the rest of your life. From Locarno it’s off to Merano, Italy,
the city of flowers which is mind bending in its beauty.

If you could take only one motorcycle trip to Europe in you life, this is the
one we would suggest. Welcome to our home.

2007

May 24 – Jun 03

Jun 21 – Jul 01

Aug 30 – Sep 09

TOUR DATES 2008

May 22 – Jun 01

Jun 19 – 29

Aug 28 – Sep 07

21

AT A GLANCE
Pass the highest mountains of the Alps and enjoy
the passes around.

DATES: May through September

START/FINISH: Munich

DURATION: 11 day vacation, 8 riding days

ROUTE: Total distance 1200 miles,
Daily rides 90 - 180 miles
All on asphalt.

ACCOMODATION: Comfortable middle-class
hotels with a special Alpine touch.

REST DAYS: Martigny

HIGHLIGHTS: Lucerne, Mont Blanc, Matterhorn,
Locarno, Lake Maggiore and Como, Lake Garda,
streets and passes of the Western Alps

SPECIAL FEATURES: We recommend arriving
one or two day early in Munich to enjoy this
remarkable city.

INFO & PICTURES: www.edelweissbike.com

DAY

THU

FRI

SAT

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

SUN

8 DAY RIDING ROUTE

FLIGHT TO MUNICH

ARRIVAL IN MUNICH

Munich - Warth

Warth - Lucerne

Lucerne - Martigny

Rest day Martigny

Martigny - Locarno

Locarno - Riva

Riva -Meran

Meran - Munich

FLIGHT MUNICH - HOME

11 DAY VACATION

A lot of passes will wait for you.

F.O.J. CUSTOM TOUR
June 19 - 29, 2008

Group Contact:  Jason Kaplitz

information please call: 814-659-2520 Deposit of $500 due at 
he time of booking, and final payment due by April 19, 2008.

Email: gsjay@kaplitz.com
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F.O.J. TOURF.O.J. TOUR

THE ULTIMATE ALPS TOUR 2008
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy

June 19 - 29, 2008

EDELWEISS BIKE TRAVELEDELWEISS BIKE TRAVEL

Pass the highest mountains of the Alps and enjoy the 
passes around.

Group contact: Jason Kaplitz
For information please call: 814-659-2520

AT A GLANCE
Dates:  June 19 - 29, 2008
Start/Finish:  Munich
Duration:  11 day vacation, 8 riding days
Route:  Total distance 1,200 miles
 Daily rides 90 - 180 miles
Accomodation:  Comfortable middle class hotels with a
 special Alpine touch
Rest days:  Martigny
Highlights:  Lucerne, Mont Blanc, Matterhorn, Locarno,
 Lake Maggiore and Como, Lake Garda, 
 streets and passes of the Western Alps

THE ROUTING
Thursday:  Departure from US, overnight 
 fl ight to Munich
Friday:  Arrival in Munich, transfer to base
 hotel
Saturday:  Munich - Warth
Sunday:  Warth - Lucerne
Monday:  Lucerne - Martigny
Tuesday:  Rest day Martigny
Wednesday:  Martigny - Locarno
Thursday:  Locarno - Riva
Friday:  Riva - Meran
Saturday:  Meran - Munich
Sunday:  Flight home

Email: gsjay@kaplitz.com
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TOUR PRICE
Tour prices per Person in US$
twin = twin or double room, single = single room, duo = riding two up, solo = riding solo

Motorcycle twin, duo twin, solo single, solo
Honda CBF 600 S
Suzuki SV 650 / V-
Strom 650

US$ 3,390 US$ 3,865 US$ 4,445

BMW F650GS / 
F650CS
Ducati Multistrada 
620
Honda Deauville / 
Shadow 750

US$ 3,530 US$ 4,105 US$ 4,685

BMW F800ST / 
R1150R / R1200R US$ 3,865 US$ 4,585 US$ 5,160

BMW R1200GS / 
R1200S US$ 4,105 US$ 4,820 US$ 5,400

BMW K1200R / 
R1200RT
Ducati ST3 ABS
Honda ST 1300

US$ 4,485 US$ 5,300 US$ 5,880

Van transfer from Munich Airport to the base hotel and back to the airport on the fi rst and last day of the tour �Overnights 
in comfortable middle-class hotels during the entire tour�Complete European breakfast every day (buffet style)�Dinner 
with local and international dishes every evening, except on rest days�Basic motorcycle rental with unlimited mileage and 
third party liability insurance �Comprehensive vehicle insurance for motorcycles with a deductible of US$ 1,200,- to 3,000,- 
which can be reduced with an VIP insurance to a deductible of US$ 300,- to 800,-  for the tour�Tour information package 
about entire tour including safety tips, details about the route, sights and road map�One tour guide on a motorcycle �One 
tour guide in the support van�Support van transports the luggage and provides space for passengers on entire tour�

INCLUDED IN THE TOUR PRICE

The terms and conditions of the Edelweiss 2007 program of Edelweiss Bike Travel do apply 
(copy available upon request). All conditions, prices, motorcycle availability, routings and 
hotel reservations are subject to change.

CONDITIONS

Deposit of US$ 500 due at the time of booking, and fi nal payment due by April 19, 2008. 

BOOKING DEADLINE / PAYMENT

www.edelweissbike.comCall today: 814-659-2520
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On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.

Bike Test Reports at Motorcycle-USA:  Look up a bike you’re interested in and see what the editors think of it. http:/
/www.motorcycle-usa.com/BikeTest_Control.aspx?WT.mc_id=35285&WT.dcsvid=1173127552

FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.

I have a 7 year old Garmin Street Pilot, Color Map GPS. It is the first generation of this unit, no talking, etc. I have had
no problems with the unit since it was new. It has limited miles on the motorcycle, but was used for several years in the car
and motor home. No guarantees, but it was working correctly yesterday when I traded it for a Garmin Zumo. In original box
with books, car and Ram MC mount. First $100 (shipping included) gets it. Tom Barnhart-Ph.: 772-878-3968.

WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY

Mark Tiedemann
I started planning my trip to Florida for Bike Week 2007 last No-
vember. I had to bid my vacations for this year by last November and
I knew that getting from Pittsburgh to Daytona in March would de-
pend on luck and a window of opportunity as far as the weather was
concerned.

I packed and watched the weather forecast a few days before my
planned departure on Monday March 5th. The forecast was for scat-
tered snow showers on Monday, colder temps on Tuesday and snow
on Wednesday.  I knew that if I didn’t get out on Monday I wouldn’t
get out at all.

Monday morning I checked the weather. There were scattered
snow showers and the temperature was about 25 degrees. I waited a

couple of hours to see if the lake effect snow was going to coat the
roads or just blow around. The streets were barely wet in my neigh-
borhood but the radar looked like it wasn’t going to let up so I fig-

ured I’d better head south and see how far I could get. I pulled out of
the driveway at 9am and headed south on I-79. It was cold and windy
but the snow wasn’t sticking to the interstate so I kept on going. I
stopped after a couple of hours for coffee and a bathroom break. My
heated grips and electric vest were instrumental in keeping me warm
but after awhile I still needed to stop. I’m sure the drivers in West
Virginia didn’t expect to see a rider out on a cold, snowy day in early
March.

Back on I-79 it was still windy and cold. I took route 19 to Beckley
and was about the only vehicle on the road.  As I pulled into
Summerville my bike started to sputter and then it ran smoothly
again. I thought this was a bad place to have bike problems, on a cold
day in the middle of nowhere. I usually get about 50mpg and the
odometer was pushing 200 miles so I decided to stop for gas. The
bike sputtered again as I was pulling up to the pumps in Summerville.
My tank holds 5 gallons of gas and I pumped 4.85 gallons. I had
almost run out of gas because of reduced gas mileage in the moun-
tains and windy conditions. From now on I made my calculations on
40mpg to be conservative. South of Beckley the sun came out and
the temperature warmed enough to be more bearable. I kept going
south and followed I-77 to Charlotte where I planned to spend the
night with a friend who rides an R1200GS. My friend met me in
Mooresville and we rode west to highway 321 and then south to
Clover SC where he lives.

Tuesday morning we rode about halfway to I-95 before Terry
turned around to head back home. We had hoped to have lunch at a
“hole in the wall” barbeque place that he knew about in Orangeburg
but it was only open on weekends. I kept going and by the time I got
to I-95 it was obvious that I wouldn’t need electric heat for the next
few days. My in-laws were traveling from NJ to FL in their motorhome
and I caught up with them at the Florida Welcome Center. I relaxed
with them for awhile before heading through Jacksonville at rush
hour. I arrived at the campground outside of Bunnell just before dark.
I registered at the campground office and then made my way to the
back of the campground where the B Cubed club had reserved space.
After setting up my tent I walked to a Mexican restaurant conve-
niently located near the campground entrance.
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Wednesday morning I walked around the campground and caught
up with a couple of riders who I knew from Charlotte. There were a
few GS’s parked nearby and one of them was lying on its side. I
asked the owner if he needed help picking up his bike and he said
“no thanks, it’s just resting”. That same guy was organizing a ride to
see a brick road that was not far away. He asked me if I wanted to
come along and I informed him that I wasn’t riding a GS. He said
that the road was okay for all bikes and that he wouldn’t take me
where I wouldn’t want to go, yeah right. There were about 10 of us
following the leader on his GS. We got to the brick road just outside
of Bunnell. It was a one laner heading out into the middle of no-
where. He assured us that it was okay when he rode it last year and
there might be some sand on it but that it shouldn’t be a problem for
anyone. He couldn’t have known that the winter winds had blown
enough sand across the road to qualify as small sand dunes. Off we
went, very slowly and cautiously. After a couple of miles a GS rider
lost his front tire in the sand and went down. He and the bike were
okay but the conditions didn’t get any better. We asked him how long
this road was and he said it was only about 4 miles long. We went 12
miles before finally reaching the end of the “road”. The moral of the

story is to never trust a GS guy who lets his bike “rest” on its side. I
split off from the adventurous group and made my way back to the
campground. I decided to ride into Daytona and headed that way but
the traffic was just too great so I detoured east to the coast and rode
along the beach for awhile before heading back to camp. Later that

evening I rode to New Smyrna Beach to have dinner at a restaurant
owned by the son of a family friend. I hadn’t seen them in about 30
years and they were pretty surprised to see me.

Thursday I packed up the tent and headed to Boca Raton to visit
a friend and his family. I headed south on route 1 enjoying the rela-
tively traffic free road. South of Titusville I stopped for a Cuban
sandwich at a Cuban/Mexican restaurant. It overlooked the bay and
I could see the tall building that houses rockets until they are taken
to the launch pad. I continued on route 1 to Melbourne where I fi-
nally had to get back on I-95 to make time to Boca.

Friday I left my friends house and headed northwest to visit my
parents in Leesburg. I skirted the northeast side of Lake Okeechobee
on route 710 and route 98 to Sebring and then headed north to
Leesburg on route 27. It was another beautiful day for a ride and the
traffic was minimal. I made it to Leesburg by supper time and spent
two nights there with my parents and my 92 year old grandmother
who was visiting from Missouri.

Sunday morning I said goodbye and left in the cool mist of cen-
tral Florida. I picked up I-10 west of Jacksonville and then I-95 up to
SC. You could tell that Bike Week was over because there was heavy
bike and trailer traffic heading north. Fortunately I got off I-95 at
route 321 and followed it up to Columbia before getting on I-77 to
Charlotte where I spent the night in a motel.

Monday morning was chilly but I didn’t need the electric vest for
more than a couple of hours. I headed north up I-77 and stopped in
Galax for coffee and the restroom. I had just passed the BRP at Fancy
Gap and couldn’t bear the thought of riding the super slab all day
back to the Burgh so I turned around and went back to the Fancy Gap
exit. I rode the BRP up to Roanoke before jumping on I-81 to make

some time. I exited I-81 to ride through Buchanon and Lexington
which are very pretty towns. Lexington is the home of VMI and there
were restaurants and cafes on every block. Later I exited I-81 at
Staunton and rode route 250 to Elkins WV. What a great road route
250 is. It felt like I was riding the Dragon! There were still snow
banks on the sides of the road at higher elevations. I stopped in Elkins
for a sandwich since I hadn’t stopped to eat since I left the hotel that
morning. It was late in the day and I still had a ways to go to get
home.

I made my way over to I-79 and barreled north with a stop for
coffee and a donut at the Krispy Kreme in Washington. I made it
home just after dark in temps that were bordering on 70 degrees.

I went 2600 miles on my trip to Florida and back. Aside from the
snow showers when I left Pittsburgh the weather was great on the
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entire trip. The night I returned home it started raining and didn’t
stop for two days. By the next week it was cold and snowing again. I
had made it to and from Florida without any big weather problems.
That’s what I call a Window of Opportunity!

MARK

SAFETY PIC O’ THE MONTH
Thanks to Kevin Hart for this one!

THE INCOMPETENT TWIT

OR... EVEN PARKING LOTS AREN’T SAFE!
Ralph Meyer

Dateline: Tuesday, Apr 24, 2007; 11:04:34 ...   BANG!  Scirrrrrchhhh.
I recall reading an article somewhere whose author thought a

good punishment for Squids, Hoon riders, and other forms of the less
desirable genus, ‘biker’ (as over against that fine species, Motorcy-
clists) was to consign them to having to ride in a mall parking lot for
8 hours amidst the comings and goings of cagers oblivious to any-
thing but their cell phones or the visions of shopping stuff dancing in
their heads.  Another discussion of parking lots and bikes’ safety
indicated that one should park one’s motorcycle at the outer rather
than inner end of a parking space so that cagers entering parking lots
would not swing at speed into a space they thought was empty only
to crash into a ride hidden from their inattentive view by the cars or
Suckingly Useless Vehicles (far worse than cars for blocking sight)
on either side of the space occupied by the bike.  The advice was not
only to park the bike at the outer end of the space so that drivers with
any form of vision better than totally blind could see that the space
was occupied, and in the center so cagers on either side couldn’t
bang it opening their doors carelessly.

Always considering the latter to be good advice, I have ever sought
to park in such manner as to make the bike’s presence obvious.  Ah
well.  Sigh.  Even that, it seems, cannot preserve one from oblivious

twits backing out of parking spaces at rates of knots without paying
the least bit of attention to what is behind them, thus causing a loud
bang, crash, and scraping sounds to be the first indication entering
their fuddled brains that a motorcycle had been parked in the path
they decided to back their vehicle through.

I had gone into the Eckerd’s at the corner of Rtes 910 and 8 to
buy a birthday card for Rosemary, having parked the bike well away
from any vehicles and in the front center of its parking lane in the
lot.  Having found my cards (I added another for Mothers’ Day), I
was walking back to the counter at the front of the store when, look-
ing out the front door at the parking lot, I saw to my utter amazement
and total chagrin that my R1200RT was lying flat on its left side.
Immediately pitching the cards onto the checkout counter, I ran out
of Eckerds to discover a Suckingly Useless Vehicle’s back bumper
about a foot and a half from my now totally horizontal rear tire, the
bike flat on its side, and this utterly surprised looking cow examin-
ing her rear bumper as if that was the only thing that might have
sustained sufficient damage to worry her!  Amazing!  Absolutely
amazing!!!  I have long ascribed to the notion that a sad number of
hooman beans are downright stupid, unintelligent, and incompetent...
but I had thought that at least the race would have fully produced
examples of sufficient intelligence and ability to enable one to be
reasonably safe in parking one’s bike in a parking lot in such a way
as to enable it to be well seen by anyone with a half a grain of sense
and the ability to look where they are going, especially when back-
ing up—an operation common sense would seem to require especial
care to check for objects in one’s path of travel.  I was wrong!  Dead,
crashingly, wrong!

The long and short of it is that the entire left side of the bike:
cylinder head, highway peg, mirror, helmet (which had been fixed to
the handlebar at the time for the quick trip into Eckerds), side case,
and right side case and right side of the top box were all damaged.  I
was lucky, however.  I wasn’t on the bike when this bovine babe did
her ‘thing.’  Her excuse:  she has a rough life and sometimes doesn’t
get but 3 hours of sleep a night.  Can you believe it?  What a set of
reasons for not looking where one is going!

I don’t know what safety lesson this occurrance teaches.  I sus-
pect, however, it is that the best thing would be to park so far from
where other vehicles are parked that twits can’t get close to a bike,
or to find a parking space between 2 cages so that those who can’t
drive responsibly and carefully will hit them before they get to the
bike.  Maybe.  Unfortunately, however, I suspect the real lesson to
learn is that the Principle of Undeterminacy* due to cager incompe-
tence is fully at work in parking lots thus rendering nowhere abso-
lutely safe from mishap to a motorcycle.  In which case, perhaps, the
best and safest approach to parking is to still park in as visibly obvi-
ous a manner as possible and, while away from the bike, to keep
one’s fingers determinedly crossed in hopes that incompetant indi-
viduals will hit something else!

RALPH
 *having to do with not being able to depend on human behavior,

as over against the Principle of Indeterminacy that has to do with the
incapability of exactly determining sub-atomic behavior--I wonder if
there’s a relationship between the two?  Hmmmmm.
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REDBANK WORK DAY
Saturday, June 30th, has been tentatively set as the 4-Winds work
day at the Redbank Municipal Park where our annual rally is held.
Tim Pears, Kevin Hart, and Tom Primke rode up to Redbank Satur-
day, May 5th, to examine the washrooms with a view to seeing what
was involved with this year’s suggested project of  installing electri-
cal hand dryers in the men’s and women’s wash rooms at the park.  If
you have time on the 30th, and are handy with tools, why not con-
sider running up to Redbank to help with the installation.  Keep an
eye on our 4-winds web site for further information on the work day.
Meantime, here are a few pictures the fellows took while they were
measuring things up.

WEST BREAKFAST RIDE

MAY 12TH, 2007
by Walt Halaja

OK, so I broke the golden rule of the breakfast rides and went ahead
and posted a possible destination on our web site.  I remember a few
years ago some members complained that they wouldn’t attend these
events because they wanted to know where they were riding!  Well I
really don’t think it mattered one way or another for this ride.  I
posted New Springfield, Ohio for a great ride to get there via Rt. 168
and to visit the Hummel gift shop: “Ohio’s Largest and Finest Gift
Shop.”  This shop is awesome, and if you have never been there you
owe it to yourself to go for at least one visit.  I’m sure this shop has
well over $1,000,000.00 in stock.  The highest priced item I viewed
was $34,000.00:  a porcelain carriage pulled by 4 horses!  Jürgen
pointed out that that item would be worth 2 BMW’s!  Some of the

At the Hummel Store, New Springfield, OH

RALLY T-SHIRT >
Long & Short sleeves are in!

Here’s a Gander.
See Mitch if you ordered

one!
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very life-sized Hummels were $19,900.00 each and the gal said they
come in set’s of 3.  REALLY!  I don’t think there is anyone in our
club who could afford that!  If you would like to check this out on the
web, surf to <http://www.hummelgiftshop.com/> or
<mailto:info@hummelgiftshop.com> .  Of our group of riders, Jürgen
Brune, Dave Manfredo, “PW” Paul White, Jerry Hirschfeld (Capt.
at Eng. # 4 Pittsburgh), Ralph Meyer, and myself, Ralph was the one
who bought the most:  a nice Hummel for his Rosemary and a nice
gift for his daughter.

OK, a few lines about the ride!  We got out of Eat’n Park in good
time just a few minutes after 10:00, took a break at the Darlington
motorcycle shop near the junction of Rt. 51 and 168.  I thought PW
might need a smoke and the shop was a nice place for a pit stop.  PW
did spring for a pair of summer riding gloves.  I also found out that
PW didn’t need to stop to smoke, because he can smoke behind that
big windscreen of his!  We arrived at the Hummel shop just a few
minutes before high noon and spent about 45 minutes there.  I thought
that was the turnaround point, but Jürgen wanted to continue on to
Roman’s cycle shop in Austintown.  We all said OK except Ralph,
who had to hightail it back home.  Jürgen led to Roman’s.  Rich
Roman was there and is doing well, and his business is picking up
now which makes him happy!  His father is 95 years young now; who
among us will ever see that age?  Rich showed Dave and Jerry their
Museum in the back of the shop.  They have a very interesting story
about the 1927 BMW bike on display.  Take a ride up if you care to,
and while you are at it, make a stop at the Hummel shop!  What a
long day that would be, Hey!  On our way home, we made one more
stop at Busser’s cheese store in Enon valley:  one of the places were
we had placed a cache a few years back.

I arrived home at 15:53 hrs. with 168 total miles at 82 degrees
and I must say this was one of the best breakfast rides I had in a long
time and all seemed to go well with this very good group of riders!
I’ll bet most of you would have enjoyed this breakfast ride, and just
like other breakfast rides I have taken, I can do this again and again
because I like this run!

WALT

PS:  Dan, I know you did 14 states last year, which was great.  We got
one on this breakfast ride!  How about that good friend?

HOW WE WERE

JUNE, 1997...
By Walt Halaja

In my files I only have a one page article from the 4 Winds entitled
“Four Winds Activities Update.”  It was mailed Tuesday, June 24th,
1997.  Be advised that there could have been another mailing or
newsletter, but this is all I have.  So lets take a look!

  A)  A personal note from then President Jeff Dunkle “One of my
hero members & President back then, & still is!” apologized for
not keeping up with club business because several things hap-
pened in recent weeks to divert his attention.  He said, “We are,
as they say, re-engaging and looking forward to the upcoming
rally and remaining summer with some exciting plans.”

  B)  The June 28th. ride to Annie’s restaurant in Bolliver was can-
celed because Annie was having health problems.  So, the meet-
ing was canceled for June and President Jeff said she was an
older, wonderfully colorful, lady and he wished her well.

  C)  President Jeff was leading a group to Statler’s Fun Center on
Rt 30 between Greensburg and Latrobe.  They have a driving
range, par 3 golf course, and a go-cart track.  They met at Jaden’s
on Rt. 22 at 9 AM for breakfast..... departed at 10 AM and took
some back roads out by Hannastown Fort.  They spent several
hours at the center doing the various activities, then ordered pizza
depending on the group’s wishes.

  D)  Rally Co-Chair, Bob Stuckert, wanted the club members to pre
order their Rally T shirts and had a form to fill out and send to
him.  The shirts were $12.  I guess I didn’t order one because I
still have the form, but I did have one of those shirts, and it was
one of my favorite 4 winds shirts.  I wore it out!  I do have an-
other one which was a misprint because the logo is on the front
instead of the back.  I bought it from Ambassador Kay at a later
rally.

WALT

IGUAÇU FALLS TOUR

AND BMW RALLY - NOV ’07, 2007
from: Davis Bales

http://www.brazilmoto.com/
Dear Fellow BMW Riders,

We are just dropping you a line to let you know we are planning
to inaugurate our Iguaçu Falls Tour November 10, to coincide with
BMW Motorrad of South America’s 3rd Annual Biker Meeting, simi-
lar to those held in Spain and Germany for several years now. Hav-
ing attended the 1st two South American Biker Meetings as well as
the ones in Spain and Germany, I can assure you this event is unlike
most any rally you have enjoyed in North America, and well worth
the trip down here.

For information, e-mail “Brazil Motorcycle Adventures” at
info@brazilmoto.com

For reservations, surf to: reservations@brazilmoto.com
The event is being held the weekend prior to Thanksgiving, but

this 2-week tour will run through Thanksgiving weekend. All the
riding will be fantastic but the highlight most certainly is Iguaçu, the
World’s most spectacular waterfalls -

h t t p : / / i m a g e s . g o o g l e . c o m /
images?hl=en&q=iguassu+falls&btnG=Search+Images&gbv=2.

For more information about this tour or others we offer, feel free
to contact us via this e-mail: info@brazilmoto.com, or leave us a
message at 1-310-889-9970 (USA voice mail).

DAVIS
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TRACK DAY

SUNDAY, APR 29, 2007; 15:08:58
BEAVERUN — GPS: N40.85008 W80.34757

Ralph Meyer
On Sunday, March 11, our friend Lee Marks, owner of European
Motorcycles of Pittsburgh, posted an announcement on the 4 Winds
Web Site that he was thinking of sponsoring a Club Track Day for 4
Winds, the local R.A.T. (Riders Associa-
tion of Triumph) chapter, and the
Desmodromic fiends (those debonair
Ducati riders!) at BeaveRun and wanted
to know how many were interested in at-
tending.  This is a great service for local
European Bike riders that Lee and the folks
at European MCs of Pittsburgh have been
providing for several years, and a number
of folks from our club and the others threw
their hats in the ring to go.  It was planned
to be a 2 day affair, and some did both
days, having good experience with a damp
track on Saturday (when it rained a bit—
natural Pittsburgh weather don’tcha
know!) and Sunday, when the track was beautifully dry under fine
sunshine.  A number of our folks were out Sunday, the day I was
there, and all seemed to have enjoyed the day, track, speed, camara-
derie, and barbecue tremendously.

The 4 Winds folks that I saw who took advantage of this enjoy-
able opportunity were John Allen,
Sean Barrett, Scott Bassin, Jim
Duggan, Robert Duggan, Dave
Duggan, Rick Gzesh, Walter Halaja,
Kevin Hart, Ron Kranz, Diane Pears,
Tim Pears, and Dan Weaver.  I imag-
ine there were others as well, but I
didn’t run across them.

My tires, unfortunately, wouldn’t
pass muster sufficiently to be allowed
on the track, so instead I had to cool
my heels,
but at

least I got a
taste of the fun
from the side-
lines, punching
the button on
my camera.

Here
are a few
pictures of the
gang testing their mettle on
the track.

Although I had to leave a
bit before lunch, I got to chat
with our folks doing the track,
and the gang from European
MCs, Lee Marks, Dave
Razorsek, and Glen Pison, as
well as meeting and having a

nice chat with Glen’s
Dad, John:  A great
bunch!  A fine
time was had by
all if the ear to
ear grins on

everyone’s faces were any reflec-
tion of the fun.

RALPH
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MORE PICS...TRACK

DAY BY DIANE AND

TIM PEARS!

THANKS, LEE!!!
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BOB’S BMW TRACK DAY
Sent in by Diane Pears

Found this on Bob’s BMW web site.  Check out their track day fee:
$225

Kudos to Lee Marks...  again!!! — he treats us good!!!

DIANE

“TRACK DAY FOR BOB’S CUSTOMERS

THURSDAY, JULY 5
“Bob’s (BMW, Jessup, MD) is partnering with Roger Lyle’s
MotorcycleXcitement Day at Summit Point Race Track in West Vir-
ginia to bring you a day of thrilling fun and valuable skill building.
You’ll ride your own bike on a real race track where it’s just you,
your machine, and the pavement — an environment as free from
distraction and hazards as you’ll ever find. Your cost is only $225 for
the day, and includes some extra benefits too. Space is limited.”

N’UTHER TRACK DAY
From: Mitch Kehn

The track day is open to all riders of all skill levels including riders
who have never been on the track. $150 for all day at the track.
Limited spots available. For more information call or email Cody at
cody@kissellmotorsports.com 814-861-7890

Kissell Motorsports Inc.
1445 W. College Ave.
State College, PA  16801
814.861.7890

Please visit our website at the following location: http://
www.kissellmotorsports.com

NEW AT THE RALLY!
FOR THE 41ST ANNUAL OF THE 4 WINDS BMW

RIDERS

Nancy Barrett, Rally Chair
Do you, or someone you know, love going to motorcycle rallies but
hate the hassle of trying to fit all your gear on your bike?  Would you
rather be able to lean into the twisties without having to compensate
for the extra weight?  Would it be nice to have someone pack up the
gear and deliver it to the rally site for you?  Well, then Cycle Camp-
ing may just have what you’re looking for!  Cycle Camping is a rela-
tively new company based in Aurora, OH that offers an alternative to
taking your own camping gear on your motorcycle.  They have pack-
ages that include tents, sleeping bags/pads, tarps, coolers, cooking
gear...just about anything you would need at the rally.  They gener-
ally ship your order via UPS to the campground and everything is
there waiting for you when you arrive.  At the 41st Annual 4 Winds
Rally, Cycle Camping will be attending as a vendor and will person-
ally bring your camping gear order with them to Redbank Valley
Park.  All you need to do is stop by and pick it up!  They will be
setting up a special 4 Winds Rally package that can be reserved online.
For more information, or to reserve your camping gear package, you

can go to the 4 winds website rally page at www.4windsbmw.org
and click on the link under accommodations. Or you can visit their
website directly at, www.cyclecamping.com .

IT’S TO LAUGH...
All you ex-Navy guys are going to like this one:

Tom was in his early 50’s, retired from the Navy, and started a sec-
ond career. However, he just couldn’t seem to get to work on time.
Every day, 5, 10, 15 minutes late. But he was a good worker, real
sharp, so the Boss was in a quandary about how to deal with it.
Finally, one day he called Tom into the office for a talk.

“Tom, I have to tell you, I like your work ethic, you do a bang-up job,
but your being late so often is quite bothersome.”

“Yes, I know Boss, and I am working on it.”

“Well good, you are a team player. That’s what I like to hear. It’s odd
though, your coming in late. I know you’re retired from the Navy.
What did they say if you came in late there?”

“They said, “Good morning, Admiral.”

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES!
Tom Primke

YOUR 1ST OPPORTUNITY TO VOLUNTEER: ADA
TOUR DE CURE, JUNE 24TH 2007

If you read the May newsletter you already know that the American
Diabetes Association (ADA) is holding their annual Pittsburgh area
bicycle ride fund raising event on Sunday June 24th.  As every year,
the ADA ride organizers are looking for motorcycle riders who are
willing to volunteer 4-5 hours of their time to assist with various
support tasks.  Motorcyclists are usually dispatched along the 50 and
100 mile loops to secure dangerous intersections and other critical
traffic spots, show ADA’s presence in more remote areas along the
route and generally help guiding bicyclists safely from start to fin-
ish.  Four Winds members Ralph, Walt, Paul, Jay and John have
participated in the past two events and I have been assured many
times by the ADA that the Four Winds participation is greatly appre-
ciated.

Four Winds volunteers will meet for breakfast on Sunday, June
24th, at 8:30AM at Eppinger’s Restaurant on Route 19 just north of
Portersville.  After breakfast we will scoot over to McConnell’s Mill
State Park to join up with ADA’s motorcycle volunteer coordinator,
Chuck, who happens to be a friend and coworker of mine. At around
9:30 am we will leave the parking lot just above the mill and ride the
100 mile loop in reverse direction until we meet the first bicyclists,
usually at the north end of the loop in the area near Volant.  We will
then dispatch our volunteers in teams of two along the route at inter-
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sections and turns to direct traffic and safely guide the bicyclists
through the course.  This should not take more that 1.5 to 2 hours.
After the last rider and “sag wagon” has passed through we will pick
up our volunteer teams along the route and ride the 100 mile loop in
the correct clockwise direction to the finish at Seneca Valley High
School near Harmony.  There, the ADA has promised, volunteers
will be treated to a free meal and receive a Tour de Cure T-shirt.  It
should be mentioned that we had varying success with receiving food
and getting right-size T-shirts.  Last year we returned to Seneca Val-
ley High School a little late when things were wrapping up and most
of the food had already been consumed by hungry bicyclists.  So be
prepared, pack some food, water and sunscreen to survive a few hours
in hot weather conditions on a remote spot in the Western PA coun-
tryside without facing the risk of starvation, dehydration or a 3rd
degree sunburn.  A map and cue sheet of the 100 mile loop can be
downloaded at http://tour.diabetes.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=4360
.  Please contact Tom (Ph.: 412-828-3413 or send an e-mail to
tomprimke@juno.com) if you’re intending to participate in the Tour
de Cure event.

YOUR 2ND OPPORTUNITY TO VOLUNTEER: REDBANK

PROJECT, JUNE 30TH 2007
Long time Four Winds members and Four Winds Rally Rats are fa-
miliar with the “Redbank Project” tradition:  Every year a few dedi-
cated Four Winds members volunteer one (Satur)day of their spare
time to help our rally host, the Redbank Park commission, making
improvements to the park infrastructure.  Traditionally we have picked
projects that also benefit the Four Winds rally in some way.  Our
first “bathroom improvement project” turned out significantly more
challenging than planned and took us almost two days to complete.
To add insult to harm, when the BMW RA folks found out about our
bathroom job they ran a satirical article in the BMW RA OTL news-
letter, which left a sour taste with some of the project participants.
After this learning experience we’ve picked an easier and much more
fun project that can usually be completed within just a few hours:
Building picnic benches from mostly pre-fabricated kits.  For 2007
we have decided to build more picnic benches and also entertain a
request from the Park Commission to install electric hand dryers in
the bathhouse next to the merry-go-round building.

The 2007 Redbank project will get underway on Saturday, June
30th, at 9:00 AM at Redbank Municipal Park, approx. 2.5 miles
north-east of New Bethlehem on Rte. 28.  Work will be performed in
two teams:  The Hand Dryer team will be headed by Professional
Electrician, Tim Pears, and deputy electrician, Kevin Hart.  The sec-
ond team will assemble the picnic benches and be typically led by
committee.  I estimate that the work will be completed by early af-
ternoon, leaving enough time for a late lunch at Joe’s Pizza & Italian
Restaurant and a nice afternoon ride.

If you are planning to join the Four Winds volunteer team please
call Tom at 412-828-3413 or send an e-mail to tomprimke@juno.com
to let him know you’re coming.  Depending on the weather some of
us may decide to ride to Redbank on Friday afternoon and camp.
Watch the Four Winds message board for updates.

HELICOPTER TOUR INFO
I received by e-mail these very helpful notes from 1st Sgt. George J.
Blackham IV (Ret’d.) as to where we are to meet him and the Laurel
Highlands Riders on Mitch’s June 16th President’s Ride to Johnstown
for the tour of the helicopters at the Marine Base:

Helicopter Base Tour time is from 12:30 to 13:30 (1:30 p.m.) on the
16th of June.  We (Laurel Highlands Folks) will meet at 11:00 a.m.
for a quick sandwich at Sassy’s Restruant located at the Cambria
County Airport located on Airport Rd.  Lunch (brunch) will end at
1215-1220.  From there we are 5 min. from the tour.  For those
running later or opting to skip the Sassy’s thing they can just show
up at the Marine Hanger at 12:30.  This will be at the 288 Aviation
Dr. US Marine Reserve Training Center.  (Aviation Dr. is 2 miles
from the Cambria County Airport).  After the tour we will saddle up
and I can lead the group to the Johnstown Brewing Company.
(Westmont side of town.)  From the Marine Hanger it is a short 15 to
20 min. ride.

At the hanger folks will be able to take photos of Cobra & Huey
Helicopters.  If they want to sit in them they can do that as well.  We
may be able to line up our bikes in front of the helicopters and get a
club (group) photo as well.  TBD.

[I’d asked George if he was now retired, as I’d heard from the
grapevine, and he responded:] Yes.  It is official.  I am a RETIRED
U.S. Marine now with 24 years and 11 months of service to our
nation.  I retired as an Enlisted Marine = 1stSgt = First Sergeant (E-
8).  3 tours to Okinawa, 3 tours to Calif. 2 tours to East Coast bases
and a tour to Iraq (OIF 4-06).  I live here in Johnstown, Pa. and love
it.  If you need anything else just let me know.

Have a happy Sunday.
George J. Blackham IV
(814) 266-9573
gjbiv1stsgtusmc@yahoo.com
Blackham4@atlanticbb.net

Here are the specifics if it helps: The Joint Marine Reserve Train-
ing Center is at 288 Aviation Drive Johnstown, Pa. 15904  (He-
licopters)

The Cambria County Airport (John P. Murtha Airport) is on Air-
port Road, Johnstown, Pa. 15904

Sassy’s restaurant is inside the terminal and there is a sign out
front of the airport terminal.  There is free level blacktop park-
ing for all.

GEORGE’S GS ON I-17 FLAGSTAFF AZ -- 7:30 AM
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To get there, take either 22, 56, or 76 East, going to 219 then exit
at the Galleria Drive exit.  Turn towards the Lowe’s & Home
Depot Stores.  Airport road is right in front of 219 at the exit; you
will turn RIGHT onto Airport Rd. traveling approx. 5 miles around
the airport fringes.  The actual airport terminal is on the LEFT.
Sassy’s is inside the terminal.

Hope this info helps out.

GEORGE J. IV

PS.: See attached photo of my 1992 R100GS/PD journey Friday the
13th into Flagstaff, Ariz. around 7500 ft. on a cold morning ride.  I
took this at about 730 a.m. on I-17. [bottom of previous page]

PREZ RIDE MAPS JUNE 16
Above: Prez Ride Start Location: 9AM
Right Above: Location of Sassy’s Restaurant at the airport 12 PM

and the Marine Base 12:30 PM
Right Below: Location of Johnstown Brewing Co 2 PM
Bottom: Location of all three Johnstown spots.
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The June 16, 2007 meeting is from 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM at the Johnstown
Brewing Co, 942 Pinegrove Ln, Johnstown.  The meeting will be preceeded by
the President’s Ride to Sassy’s Restaurant at the Cambria County Airport Ter-
minal arriving there around Noon or so, where we will meet retired Marine 1st.
Sgt. George J. Blackham IV and the Laurel Highlands Riders for a tour of the
Johnstown Marine Helicopters and a  possible club picture with a Marine Heli-
copter, after which we shall head to the Brewing Co for the meeting and after-
noon club meal.  Other tours may follow the meeting.
The President’s Ride will leave at 9:00AM from the new South Breakfast Ride
King’s Restaurant Parking Lot.  If you want to eat Breakfast at King’s you’ll
need to be there around 8AM or a bit before so as to be ready to ride at 9:00AM
sharp!
Directions to the South Breakfast Ride King’s Restaurant and Start of the
President’s Ride are as follows:
From the North: Take I-79 South to Exit 54, Bridgeville.  Turn Right off the

Exit and turn Right onto Washington Pike.  King’s Restaurant will be about
1/10th of a mile South on your Left.

From the South: Take I-79 North to Exit 54, Bridgeville.  Turn Right off the
Exit and turn Right onto Washington Pike.  King’s Restaurant will be about
1/10th of a mile South on your Left..

For those who want to go straight to Sassy’s at Johnstown, see the map of the
airport on the previous page.  The President’s Ride expects to arrive at
Sassy’s around 12:00 PM to meet 1st Sgt. George.

We expect to be at the Joint Marine Reserve Training Center at 12:30PM and
at the Johnstown Brewing Co. at 2:00 PM.  Maps of all locations are on p.
17; Sgt. George’s directions are on pp 16-17.

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


