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JUNE MEETING INFO
The June meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sunday,
June 15th, 2008 from 2 to 5PM at the
Foggy Mountain Lodge, Stahlstown, PA
15687, Ph.: 1-877-364-4968.  The
President’s Ride to the lodge led by our
President, Mitch Kehn, will start at the
South Breakfast Ride King’s, Bridgeport
at 10AM.  A ride from the Northeast led
by Ed Syphan will leave the Oakmont
Bakery in Oakmont at the same time.
Both will meet at the lodge around 2.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2008
President – Mitch Kehn

j.kehn@verizon.net

Vice President – Jay Singh
singhjx@earthlink.net

Treasurer – Tom Primke
tomprimke@juno.com

Corres. Sec’y – Ron
Latkovic

rlatkovic@msn.com

Rec. Sec’y – Diane Pears
timndiane@comcast.net

Director – Joann Barr
joannbarr10@msn.com

Director – Ralph Meyer
meyer@zoominternet.net
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER:
WASTING $4 A GALLON

OF GAS (AND LOVING IT)
A few months ago, I posted a poll on the
website asking our visitors what effect $4 a
gallon gas would have on American driving
habits. Given that the participants were mo-
torcyclists, it is not surprising that 41.38%
said we would see more motorcycles and
scooters. 24.14% voted for more small cars
and hybrids and 34.48% said we would see
no big changes in American driving habits.

A few folks correctly pointed out that the
large displacement motorcycles we ride were
not designed with economy in mind. Even
50 mpg isn’t much of a bargain when you
factor in the expense of a new pair of Metzlers
every 6,000 to 9,000 miles and all the neces-
sary gear. A Honda Fit or Toyota Yaris prob-
ably has a lower cost per mile than a pre-
mium motorcycle and it comes with 2 extra
wheels and a roof and doors.

The $4 a gallon price for unleaded regu-
lar has not quite arrived, but some trends are
already emerging.

If you speculated that smaller cars and
hybrids would be all the rage, you were right.
Want a Smart ForTwo? You will be on a 6
month waiting list. GM found thousands of

THE PRESIDENT’S
RIDE AND THE REGU-

LAR MEETING THIS

MONTH WILL BE HELD

ON SUNDAY, JUNE

15TH!  MARK YOUR

CALENDARS!
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and
pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Aug. Meeting: Aug. 21; Sept.
issue deadline: Tues., Aug.
24th).  Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

MEETING SCHEDULE

2008
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

June 15, 2008 — President’s Ride
to the Foggy Mountain Lodge,
Stahlstown, PA

July, 2008 — Ed and Michelle
Syphan’s

August, 2008 — Friday, August
15 to Sunday, August 17
41st Annual Four Winds
Rally!

September, 2008 — Leo and
Holly Stanton’s

October, 2008 — Crooked Creek
State Park

November, 2008 — Vincent’s in
Greentree

December, 2008 — No Monthly
Meeting

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, June 1 — North at King’s, I-

79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, June 14 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM

Sun, June 15 — South at King's,
3049 Washington Pike, off Exit
54, I-79, Bridgeville, 10:00
AM

Sat, June 28 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

customers offering to pay a deposit on a fu-
ture Chevy Volt electric car that is still in the
protoype phase and according to the rosiest
projections, won’t be available until 2010.

If you guessed that motorcycles and scoot-
ers would be swarming our streets in greater
numbers,  you’ll probably be half right.
Scooter sales are up 24% in the first quarter
of 2008, but overall motorcycle sales in this
era of $4 a gallon gas are actually down by
more than 10%. Which makes a lot of sense,
because motorcycles actually waste gas.

What heresy! How can I say motorcycles
waste gas? Raise your hand if you have ever
ridden to Meyersdale for pancakes, or to
Helvetia for Sunday brunch at the Hutte, or
maybe you photo documented every post of-
fice and covered bridge in a 4-state region or
went on a multi-state quest for the perfect
rack of ribs. Sure, some of us are opting to
do more of our commuting on two wheels
than we did last year, but most of our riding
is for pleasure. We even conduct an annual
mileage contest and honor our biggest gas
waster at our annual banquet with — drum
roll please — a GAS CARD!

Even my 100+ mpg scooter is a gas
waster.  My wife and I will  grab the keys to
the scooter to make a special trip to the store
for the slightest reason, like buying ground

cloves. After all, you never know when you
will want to make a batch of gingerbread
cookies.

In fact, next month, we will be riding to
the Foggy Mountain Inn in the Laurel High-
lands for the Annual President’s Ride, and
most of us will be riding solo. Now lets say
that instead of riding our 50 mpg motorcycles,
we were to charter a 40 passenger bus that
got only 5 mpg.  The diesel gulping bus would
only take 20 gallons of dinosaur juice, or
roughly ½ gallon of gas per passenger.
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But we’re not getting on the bus. We’ll ride until the last drop of
OPEC oil is gone, then we’ll tap the Artic National Wildlife Reserve
and when we’ve tapped that, we’ll ride a motorcycle that runs on
polar bear grease if it comes to that.

But fortunately, it won’t come to that. I have it on good authority
that BMW is designing a wind and solar powered electric motor-
cycle that recharges itself as you ride. The new 2058 BMW K-EV
will have so many onboard computers that a rider will no longer be
needed. The rider will only be needed to pay for service appoint-
ments at the dealership to inflate the tires, but in a nod to tradition,
the 2058 BMW K-EV will sport boxer fuel cells and of course, shaft
drive.

So let’s waste some expensive gas together soon. See you at the
President’s Ride to Foggy Mountain Inn.

MITCH

FOUR WINDS BMW RIDERS

MAY 17TH MEETING MINUTES

Location:  Tony Capriotti’s Home, Verona,
PA
Board Attendance:  Jay Singh, Ralph Meyer, Joann
Barr, Diane Pears, Ron Latkovic

Director Joanne Barr called the meeting to order.

Sunday, June 15th President’s Ride & Meeting:  Due to
President Mitch Kehn’s working Saturdays, the club’s
monthly June meeting/president’s ride has been changed to
Sunday.   Mitch will be leading one group from the South
Breakfast Ride location.  Watch the newsletter or web
message board for time.  Ed Syphan will lead another
group from Oakmont Bakery, leaving at 10:00 am.

Approximate arrival time at Foggy Mountain Inn near
Stahlstown in Laurel Highlands is 2:00 pm.

Gary & Kay Smith Farewell:   This was the last meeting
Kay and Gary will be attending before they move to
Florida.  A toast was made in their honor and a lifetime
achievement plaque was presented to them in recognition
and thanks for their many years of dedicated service and
contributions to the club.  The board voted to award them a
lifetime membership in Four Winds.

Rally:   A volunteer sign up sheet was passed around.  We
still need a Rally Chairperson and committee heads . . . as
well as many volunteers.  Lee from European Motorcycles
of Pittsburgh has said he may try to send up some demo
bikes.

BMW Service:   Since Heritage BMW no longer
exists, it was mentioned that this shop Ed Tatters is
familiar with will perform service on BMW
motorcycles.  They are located at the intersection of Rt.
30 and 148:

Valley Cycle Services
1144 5th Ave
East Mc Keesport, PA 15035
(412) 829-1337

New Member & Guests:  Jeff Ritter from Squirrel Hill
found us on the internet, came to the meeting on a K75S
and joined the club.  Don Bosley, from the MOC
(Cleveland club), came with Rick Gzesh.  Dave Wilson of
Crafton is a colleague of Margaret Weaver, and is planning
to buy a BMW.

Upcoming Rides: Tour De Cure  -  June 22,
American Diabetes Assoc.

There was a good showing of bikes despite  the rain.  A big
thanks to Tony for his gracious hospitality once again!

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

DIANE PEARS

RECORDING SECRETARY



4

On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.

Motorcycle Tourer's Forum: http://www.mctourer.com/
Electric Motorcycle: Sent in by Mark Tiedemann: http://www.emailthis.clickability.com/et/

emailThis?clickMap=viewThis&etMailToID=631427304&pt=Y
Kelly Blue Book Used Bike Values: Great for figuring out what to charge for that bike you’re selling, or what’s a

decent payment for the used one you’re looking to buy: http://www.kbb.com/kbb/Motorcycles/
Default.aspx?r=279213456635787330

FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
1980 R65, 17K original miles.  Like new, everything that usually needs  to be replaced has been renewed.  Email me for details

if interested.   $3795 or BO.  Tom Barnhart:  e-mail to: Dtbarnhart@aol.com or Phone: 772-878-3968.   (I know Florida is a
long way from Pittsburgh, but why not take home a useful  souvenir from your trip to Florida!)

Olympia AST Jacket Pewter/Black XL worn once:  $240.00.  There's a picture of it at this URL: http://
www.olympiamotosports.com/ast_mens/ast_mens.htm . Contact Jerry Hirschfeld e-mail: jerryhirschfeld449@yahoo.com

EAST BREAKFAST RIDE

APRIL 26TH @ DICKS DINER
by Walt Halaja

Well, we had 6 show up despite the fact that I was the only one who
posted on our web-site.  I knew Sonny & Ralph where going to show,
so that was good enough for me:  great breakfast comrades.  Greg
Lievan also pulled up and I was happy to see him because I thought
maybe he would never show up for another breakfast ride after that
“Good & Bad” ride I messed up on the WBR April 12th.  So Greg
was a good sport and came back for more.  Now while we were still
in the lot two more riders showed up: Ken Turnbull on a R1100RT,
and  Birk McGilvery on a R1100R if I remember correctly.  They are
both members of the Church I go to: “ACAC” on the North Side.
One day I had seen their bikes in the parking lot so I took two 4
Winds cards and slipped them the under the gas cap key cover!  Neat

Huh!?  Well this was their 1st try at a breakfast/ride!  Turns out Ken
and Birk ate already, so we introduced each other all around and
chatted a bit, then Ken and Birk said they may try again one day and
rode off.  “Maybe new members someday?”  If you ever see a BMW
bike parked nearby, take a 4 Winds card, and now you know where
to place the card; you never know.  Besides that, Ralph, Sonny, and I
decided that we were just going to have breakfast because of the line
of storms heading Eastbound toward the ‘Burg, so that was another
reason why Ken and Birk left to do their own thing.  That’s what the
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breakfasts/rides are all about, Free-Form for those who attend to
decide what they want to do and where, if anywhere, they want to
ride.

Sometimes we just don’t talk about those who aren’t there!  Ha!
Today was one of those days as we got into talking about the two
things you shouldn’t talk about: “Politics and Religion”!  Of course
we did do a little motorcycle talk.  I do remember this, that when we
got up to leave, Sonny said that he didn’t think we had solved all the
world’s problems.  But the old timer sitting behind us must have
heard every word we said, because he quipped, “You fellows cer-
tainly gave it a good try”!

Ralph has this back road way to get from Dick’s to Rtes. 28 &
910, and that’s the way I wanted to go home because I-376 inbound
was closed again.  Greg was heading toward Fox Chapel, so that way
was good for him also, and Sonny just wanted to tag along to near

Oakmont just to get a short ride in.  I mentioned to Greg that I have
been this way with Ralph maybe 4 or 5 times or more and still didn’t
know the way, and that I’m going to try to learn it!  Greg said this
way was also new to him.  Well, after many turns, we finally got onto
380; I thought that was it:  no more turns, but Ralph turned off 380,
so I gave up on memorizing the route.  Ralph always has his trusty
GPS with him and knows how to use it.   I also had a concern about
PennDOT blasting on Rt. 28 so Greg said we could stay on the
Oakmont side of the river and make our way past the blast area and
cross the Highland park bridge.  Turns out, however, that Rt. 28 was
open, so that was the best way and Greg and I took it.  I arrived home
at High Noon with a temp. of 86 degrees and no sign of rain.

WALT

WHAT IZZIT???
See the answer on p. 7.
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LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP

AWARDED TO GARY AND KAY

SMITH
At the May Four Winds BMW Riders
meeting at the home of Tony Capriotti,
Joann Barr, presiding at the meeting, an-
nounced to the club that the board had
voted Gary and Kay Smith lifetime club
memberships, and presented to them an
accompanying Lifetime Achievement
Award Plaque for their many contributions
to the club over the years.  As this would
probably be the last regular meeting Gary
and Kay would be attending for awhile as they will be completing their move to Port St. Lucie, Florida in a few weeks, the board felt it most
appropriate to render them the club’s thanks for all they have done over the years to support and better our experience as members.

Lest it be claimed that they had ‘lightened up’ on their support of the club as their time in Pittsburgh wound down, Gary pitched in as the
designated hot-dog and hamburger chef at Tony’s Grille, doing a masterful job of getting the tube steaks and beef ‘just right.’

After the award was presented, Kay and Gary invited any club members who wanted to to stop by their new home in Port St. Lucie and
perhaps stay overnight in their guest room... provided they were notified in advance that they were coming.  They did note that this could be
a dangerous invitation on their part to extend—seems invitations of that sort to Florida can turn out that way.

In any event, and all joking aside, Gary and Kay, we wish you all the very best in your new home and look forward to seeing you on the
road at rallies and other Beemer good times.  Godspeed to you both and to the family, and happy landings from us all!

BAD BEHAVIOR IS UNBENEFICIAL!
FROM: PUBLIC EMPLOYEES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL

RESPONSIBILITY

MAY 13, 2008
by Carol Goldberg, PEER

OFF-ROADERS BOOTED
 FROM ARIZONA MONUMENT DUE TO

ABUSES — SECTION OF SONORAN DESERT

NATIONAL MONUMENT OFF-LIMITS TO ORVS FOR

TWO-YEARS
Tucson — A large portion of the Sonoran Desert National Monu-
ment will be closed to off-road vehicle traffic for two years to help it
recover from the environmental toll of growing motorized abuse,
according to agency e-mails released today by Public Employees for

Environmental Responsibility (PEER). This would be the first long-
term ORV ban on BLM public lands in Arizona due to natural re-
source damage.

Under orders to be published this week in the Federal Register,
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM), which manages the
monument, will declare nearly 55,000 acres (approximately four times
the land area of Manhattan) off-limits to all ORV traffic for “up to
two years or more, depending on the restoration success,” according
to the acting monument manager. An estimated 90 miles of ORV
routes will also be closed to motorized use. This no-ORV zone lies
southeast of the North Maricopa Mountains wilderness.

“BLM is taking a good first step toward protecting the Sonoran
Desert National Monument from off-road excess,” stated Southwest
PEER Director Daniel Patterson, an ecologist who formerly worked
with BLM. “It is the first of what likely will be many more ORV
bans to shield public lands that cannot handle the growing motorized
traffic and are literally being ripped apart.”
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Located between Phoenix and Tucson, the nearly half-million
acre Sonoran Desert National Monument includes some of the most
scenic and biologically rich desert lands in North America. The Monu-
ment has also seen an exponential increase in ORV traffic that, by
BLM’s own admission, is beyond its ability to effectively manage.
Damage to its lands has reached the point where, last year, agency
officials suggested a monument-wide prohibition on ORV use.

Unfortunately, the deteriorating situation at the Sonoran Desert
National Monument is becoming prevalent on public lands across
the West. Beyond the environmental toll, off-road vehicles are now,
by far, the number one law enforcement problem on federal lands in
the Southwest, according to agency statistics compiled by PEER.
Increasingly, agencies such as the BLM and U.S. Forest Service are
overwhelmed by the sheer number of off-roaders, widespread disre-
gard for agency route restrictions and the enormous, cumulative dam-
age inflicted on the landscapes.

For the Sonoran Desert National Monument, the length of the
ORV-ban and the restoration criteria will be much scrutinized. The
Federal Register notice will spell out those terms and go into effect
30 days later, sometime in mid-June.

“This protective order is long overdue, and two years will likely
not be enough time to heal the land from the extensive ORV dam-
age.” added Patterson. “This is a good move, but BLM must do more
to truly manage the Sonoran Desert and other monuments for conser-
vation, rather than for how much abuse they can withstand.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The above may not affect us here in the East, but it is an example

of what the results of inconsiderate riding and hooliganism can bring
about.  Whether it’s “loud pipes” (which never save lives, but only
anger others) riding off-road without proper concern for protecting
the environment, doing stoppies and wheelies on public highways,
or riding in some other reckless or endangering manner, the conse-
quences do not benefit the rest of us who love motorcycling on or off
road.  Be careful and considerate out there!

ANSWER TO WHAT IZZIT ON P. 5???
You don’t see a blue and white roundel on that, do you?  Maybe
that’s just to keep it under wraps or maybe not.   In any event from
the skin outside to all the innerds this mean machine is a Beemer all
the way through and then some.  It appears that in the ongoing intent
to put the lie to the notion that BMWs are somehow stodgy old bikes
(those who have ridden them over the years know that’s pure hog-
wash, probably foisted on the marque by those whose machines
haven’t the quality and panache Beemers always have had) BMW
has announced, on the 25th anniversary of the inauguration of the K
engine bikes, of the new ‘S’ series bike... the ‘S’ for something like,
im Deutsch, “Der Superrad.”  It appears to be a direct confrontation
and throwing down the gauntlet to such ricey things as Hayabusas
and CBRs.

What with BMWs edging back into the racing scene (Thanks,
N8, et al.) with a flourish (no back-of-the-pack finishers in any races
in which Beemers have appeared), it looks like BMW is well on the
road to reclaiming and making obvious that glory Beemers always
have had, but that has been somewhat hidden away during those
years when the Blue and White roundels weren’t very much seen on
the racing circuit.  Watch out, Sushi-snackers, it appears your day
may be done.

According to BMW Xplor, the S bikes should appear on dealers’
showroom floors possibly in 2009.  It looks beyond a shadow of a
doubt they will also appear on the racing circuits somewhere in that
time frame as well.  At least I’d suspect so.  Keep an eye out.

LAUREL HIGHLANDS CLUB

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 30-June 1 - Square Root Rally, Thurmont, Md.
June 27-29 - Laurel Highlands BMW Campout & Thun-

der in the Valley
July12 – FOG Campout, Benezette Pa. (See Below)
July 17-20 - BMW National Rally
 Aug 15-17 - 4 Winds Rally, New Bethlehem, Pa.
Aug 29 – Sept 1 - Finger Lakes Rally, Watkins Glen, NY
Sept 11-14 - Vermont BMW Rally
Oct 3-5 - FOJ Weekend, Boyer Station Wv.

1ST LAUREL HIGHLANDS “FOG”
OVERNIGHTER

When: 12 & 13 July 2008 (Sat. & Sun.)
Where: depart Sheetz by the Richland Galleria mall @

0900 saturday. Returning Sunday afternoon / evening.
An open (NO COST!) invitation to all club members to

attend the First “Friends of George” campout in Elk
County at his cabin in the Elk County Mountains.

Cabin accommodations will sleep 10 adults comfortably.
Three couple rooms to sleep 6 & 4 single beds too. All
will go fast! For those who prefer the outdoors- tenting
area available anywhere on 55 wonderful acres of land
bordering the Elk State Forest. Restroom & showers
are provided.  Fire roasted hotdogs & marshmallows
Saturday night. Coffee & cereal Sunday a.m. will be
included.

A beautiful 2 hour leisure ride up and a late afternoon ride
to the Elk viewing area in Benezette on Saturday. Sun-
day departure around noon.

Call or e-mail George for room reservation and more de-
tails! GJBIV1STSGTUSMC@YAHOO.COM (814)
266-9573
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NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

5/4/08
by Walt Halaja

Those present were James Buchman--“Capt. Scooter,” who is now a
member of our club and attended his 1st. breakfast ride, John Allen,
John Barr, Frank Breatrous, Ron Kranz--“The Camper”, Ronald
Latkovic--“Reddy K”, Sonny Robison, John Rolin--“JR”, and Paul
White--“PW”, 10 altogether, counting myself.

I knew that Ralph wouldn’t make it because he was waiting for
the arrival of his new ride a “one lung Royal Enfield in British Rac-
ing Green!”  I was planning to ride over Ralph’s along with Capt.
Scooter after breakfast to see his new ride before we made our way
to Grove City & the Wendell August Forge.  Well, as the way break-
fast rides go, nine of us made it to Ralph’s to check out his new ride.
When we arrived, Ralph was in the driveway dusting it off, like it
was dirty or something!  Maybe it had too many finger prints on it.
Man, I would be happy if Traveler would look 1/2 that good.  After
checking the bike I took a couple of pictures and off we went in
different directions.  John Barr, John Rolin, and Sonny headed South-
east.  Six riders started with me toward the Forge, the Camper peeled
off at Franklin Road, Reddi K. made it as far as Evans City, then
headed toward Zelie to some event, and finally Frank turned back at
the rest stop at Moraine state Park, so only three of us made it to the
Forge, Capt. Scooter, PW, & I.

On the way home, I led until PW took the lead near Camp Horne
Rd. on I-279 S; he must have smelled the blood of two Harley own-
ers Group brothers, because I would say within a few miles of his
taking the lead, sure enough, PW spotted them and off he went with
Capt. Scooter & me in tow!  Well, PW caught them and passed them!
PW just likes to do that.  So, if you ever ride with him, you will know
what to expect!

I arrived home @ 16:36 hrs. with 130.5 miles logged for the day.
BTW, Traveler turned 22,000 on this ride.  NICE!

WALT

THE WAY WE WERE

BACK WHEN--JUNE 1998
by Walt Halaja

1)  The Road to Travel (or Not) via Sean Barrett--This months ar-
ticle was sent to Sean by Ed Syphan.  OK, we trekked to the
“Holy Grail” of Pennsylvania, St. Mary’s home of Straub Beer.  I
can hear some of you malcontents out there, yes we know that
they’re closed on Sundays, but we just wanted to tread on this
most famous ground.  It just so happens that the route leading
there is some of the most wickedly fun roads around.  and just by
coincidence it must have been some sort of policeman’s holiday
because we never saw a single co....  Wait a second, I don’t want
anyone to get the wrong idea, we NEVER went over the speed
limit all day.  If Don “Poremski?” tries to tell you some crazy
story about insane speeds bordering on the criminal, don’t be-
lieve him, at his age he gets confused easily.  The ride started on
Rt. 19 in Cranberry and ended off of Rt. 56 west through Apollo
and Leechburg to New Kensington and home.

2) Four Winds BMW Meeting via Kay Smith--June 20, 1998  Presi-
dent Nancy called the regular meeting to order at the pavilion at
Roundhill Farm.  There were about 18 cycles and 25 people.  it
appears the bulk of the meeting was consumed by the upcoming
rally.  Under new business began with pointing out the new ban-
ners that were proudly displayed hanging from the pavilion.  The
president will be in charge of them.  If someone wants to take
one to a Rally they simply must sign it out with Nancy.  They are
then responsible for returning the banner or the $300.00 to re-
place it.  Dana was the first brave soul to carry one off.

3)  Drunkard’s Walk via George Mastovich--
I can’t dance. Unlike Dapper Don Poremski I don’t have the Nec-

essary gene.  I watched the dapper One smoothly gliding across
the floor at the club banquet last January.  Noticed that he could
dance and talk at the same time.  WOW!

-bounce-
I dropped the bike. Nothing big.  Bikes OK.  Hurt my wrist.  Had

to go to the ER.  Ended up with a plaster attachment to my arm.
They keep asking how the accident happened.  I keep saying “acci-

dentally”.  Watch the faces when you tell them it was a bike
accident.  That patented medical frown.  This ER caters to gut-
shot crack addicts and they are frowning at me.  “Yes I know
motorcycles are dangerous.  I’m a rider-you’re not.  Fix my wrist.
I want to go home.”

-bounce-
I’m trying to get onto  the parkway. the onramp is at Smithfield St.

It’s a one lane ramp.  Impatient people make a second lane at the
top.  The ramp narrows further down and the lanes have to merge.
I try alternating with a car merging from my right.  she goes-I go.
I notice a large red fender on my front wheel.  It’s on the right.  It
belongs to a jeep Cherokee.  The kind with the $5,000.00 gold
plastic trim option.
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Look at the drivers face.  A frown.  He must work in an ER.
‘...Let me in front or I’ll push you into the wall’
Look left.  Space.  Room to split the lane between the stalled cars

and the wall.  Go through the hole.  Weave past the jam.  Make
the bridge and pop through the tunnel.  I’m on Banksville Rd.
before Dr. Jeepster hits the bridge.

-bounce-
The seminar’s a jewel.  A nationally know is explaining how to

present a problem case to a jury.  Go to the course book...
“...there is a tremendous antipathy towards motorcycles and mo-

torcyclists.  Many people figure anything that happens to them
they have coming.”

-bounce-
We’re in the Ft. Pitt Tunnel.  Traffic’s going 55.  Miracle.  Duck

the pavement cracks.  Squeeze by the Sunken manholes.  Wall
on the left.  cars on the right.  The left lanes mine.  Use it.  The
whole lane’s mine.  I’m a foot wide and I’m going 55.

Pop out of the tunnel.  The lights of the cars are skyrocket trails.
Green Tree hill a la Zambeli.  I soar with the fireworks.  Happy.
Do swervies.  BONK-on the back of the shoei.  Candy hates
swervies.

Looking ahead.  Looking behind.  Moving and looking down.  Avoid
the holes, the cars; the oil; the walls.

Dapper Don on the dance floor.  Laughing and moving.  Dipping
around the slower couples.  The obstacles are part of the dance.

The law book is right.  The jury is right.  I’m getting what I de-
serve.  Grace.  Up Green Tree Hill—Van Halen playing:...

“...higher and higher, straight up we climb...”
I can dance, can you see me dancing?
~~~~~

4)  Be advised that this newsletter was titled June-July 1998, so
“the way we were back when” article will take a break for the
month of July & will return in August.

WALT

AMA REDESIGN

OF MAGAZINE, WEBSITE, AND LOGO
News Release by Pete terHorst

PICKERINGTON, Ohio—The American Motorcyclist Association
(AMA) today unveiled its newly redesigned magazine, American
Motorcyclist, a new web presence at
www.AmericanMotorcyclist.com, and a new logo.

“These are elements of our larger effort to shine a light on the
people and personalities of motorcycling, and to change the way
motorcyclists view the Association,” said AMA President and CEO
Rob Dingman. “We continue to re-focus the AMA on its core mis-
sion of promoting and protecting the future of motorcycling.”

The June issue of American Motorcyclist magazine has a stron-
ger focus on the Association’s members, and includes a number of
member-generated stories. The cover story features rider and enter-
tainer Jay Leno, and future editions will highlight people from
throughout the motorcycling community, each of whom has made a
significant contribution to motorcycling in America.

Along with the re-launch of American Motorcyclist, the AMA
has created a new landing page for the organization’s primary website,

www.AmericanMotorcyclist.com .  The new design compliments the
look of American Motorcyclist and expands upon the magazine’s
mission.

“Rest assured that, along with new, compelling stories and fresh
designs, you’ll find that the most popular content of the Association’s
magazine and website remains,” said Dingman. “If it has anything to
do with the people, the lifestyle or the sport of motorcycling, it has a
place in American Motorcyclist.”

To re-energize the AMA’s visual identity, the AMA also rede-
signed its logo. The Association went straight to Troy Lee, one of the
industry’s leading purveyors of cool, to fulfill the vision. Lee started
with what worked—the AMA logo that was used predominately in
the era from 1970-2000—and went from there.

“The old AMA logo was like Coca-Cola, just so recognizable,”
Lee said. “It was such a visible statement, and it had an American
theme. So, we started with the old logo, changed it up maybe 20
percent, added some speed to it and made it a bit racier-looking, a
bit faster-looking.” The resulting design is being phased in over the
next year, starting with American Motorcyclist.

“For 84 years, the AMA has evolved to meet the changing needs
of America’s motorcyclists,” said Dingman. “Although the new maga-
zine, website and logo are three very visible parts of that process,
this is not an evolution of image only. The AMA is changing in a
number of tangible ways that will improve motorcycling across the
board. The best part? We’re just getting started.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The American Motorcyclist Association: rights. riding. racing.
Founded in 1924, the AMA is a non-profit organization with 290,000
members. The Association’s purpose is to protect and promote the
interests of motorcyclists, while serving the needs of its members.
For more information, visit the AMA website at
www.AMADirectlink.com.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
American Motorcyclist Association, 13515 Yarmouth Dr.,
Pickerington, OH 43147

GROUP RIDING
That season some call “Riding Season” [something all-year riders
sniff at with noses pointed skyward] is upon us, with its plethora of
rallies, rides, and rollicking fun.  Many of us not only enjoy the
“Loneliness of the Long Distance Rider,” but also get a kick out of
going places, seeing things, and rolling in concert with others of our
two-wheel persuasion.  Group riding is therefore on the platter for
many of us, and it thus behooves us to brush up on communications.
Most of us don’t ride with Chatterboxes or other means of 2 way
radio confab [nice as that is!] and are stuck with using the append-
ages 3 million years of the universe’s evolution of the race has pro-
vided us.  However, as you can see from the following chart, we
aren’t left in the communicative lurch as it were, since use of these
appendages can be pretty communicative--providing we are ‘up’ on
the ‘language.’  So take a look at the chart on the next page... memo-
rize it if you please, so that the next time you have to let fellow
motorcyclists in a group know something important, or ‘read’ what
they in turn are telling you, you’ll be able to do it.

Our thanks to the Motorcycle Safety Foundation for the chart,
and to “PW” (Paul White) for passing it along to us.  Ride safe!
Communicate!
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MSF’s Guide to Group Riding:  Hand Signals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.msf-usa.org                        4/05 

RIDING HAND SIGNALS
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www.IndianaRideforKids.org
219-324-0706 / 574-291-4222 

RIDE FOR KIDS
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Black Diamond Beemers 2008 “Up the Creek Tour” Fact Sheet 
 
 

• What…This is a friendly little tour throughout the State of PA that involves finding and 
documenting with photos the Watercourses (Streams) with the little blue ID signs.  The 
watercourse first letter of the name on the blue sign is used to spell out the letters B-l-a-c-
k-D-i-a-m-o-n-d-B-e-e-m-e-r-s-U-p-t-h-e-C-r-e-e-k-T-o-u-r.     
 
 

• Why…The Black Diamond Beemers (BDB) will award 11 Grand Prizes to the winners 
to be determined by points accrued.  The Most Grand Prize will be a $500 Gift Certificate 
from TwoJacks Cycles in Wilkes-Barre, PA. Other Grand Prizes will range from some 
unusual outdoor products to a Weekend in the Poconos at the Black Diamond Beemer 
Rally 2009.  Grand prizes will be listed on the BDB website this summer.  A large 
portion of the net proceeds from the Up the Creek Tour will be donated to the Art Grogan 
Memorial Fund. 
 
 

• Where…Any Watercourses located in the State of PA identified by a little blue or white 
metal sign.  These signs are found where roads crossover Watercourses, they’re about 
2.5” X 15” and of course the stream name on them. Pennsylvania has the most miles of 
Watercourses of all the lower 48 States so this should be a piece of cake! Go ahead take a 
fishing pole with you. Naw never mind that’s next year’s tour. 
   
 

• When…The official start is the Spring of 2008 but if you get the word and sign up later 
that is no problem because you have all summer to complete the BDB Up the Creek Tour. 
Your Up the Creek Tour completed submission must be received by the BDB no later than 
September 15, 2008. 
 
 

• Who…All registered motorcycle riders may enter the Tour.  Your motorcycle must be 
listed on the registration form and identified in the photos of the Watercourse signs. These 
photos must include your Tour Flag that will be sent to you after you register. 
 
 

• How…Visit the BDB web site at www.blackdiamondbeemers.com to find out more and to 
print a registration form. Send the completed form with a $28.00 check to: BDB Up the 
Creek Tour P.O. Box3245 Scranton, PA 18105.  When we receive your completed 
registration we will mail you a UTC Tour Pack including your numbered flag. Most of 
your remaining questions will be answered once you read your UTC Tour Pack  
 
 

• Why Not…This tour will be a HOOT and you will be able to explore the back roads of PA 
throughout the summer of 2008 as you ride alone or with your friends on a mission. There 
are HUGE bragging rights on the line here and you will be honoring our friend and old 
riding partner Arturo.  And guess what, you can win some really neat stuff!!!!!    

BDBS UP THE CREEK TOUR
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• Photos must be submitted with a completed UTC Log Sheet. All photos must have 
your rider number clearly written on the back with marker. You may submit your 
completed UTC Tour log sheet and photos any time after the contest begins. You are 
responsible for sending the photos and the cost of sending the photos. All photos 
become the property of the BDB club and will not be returned to contestants.   

 
• The Black Diamond Beemers have recently established the Art Grogan Memorial 

Fund. Fifty percent of the net registration proceeds received will be donated to the Art 
Grogan Memorial Fund.  Art was a Charter Member of the Black Diamond Beemers 
and a dear friend of us all. He rode all over the United States with many of us and he 
loved events such as this.  Art passed away unexpectedly in September 2007.  

 

Additional Up the Creek Tour Guidelines 
 

You may not use the same watercourse name more than once unless it is a different type of 
Watercourse.  (Example: Swan Creek & Swan Hollow) 
 
You may not use any watercourse or stream outside of the State of Pennsylvania. 
 
Your photo must show your motorcycle(s) and your flag in the photo. You have the option 
of providing two motorcycles that you normally ride on the registration form. 
 
If you loose your flag you may purchase another Tour Package if they are still available. 
 
You may not have another person do the Up the Creek Tour for you. 
 
Any attempt to digitally enhance your submitted photos will result in disqualification. 
 
Your Tour Flag with the Number must be clearly visible in all submitted photos. 
 
Any attempt at cheating will result in disqualification and a DNF in the posted final 
standings. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Up the Creek Tour Points Scoring Index and Example Score 
 
  Scoring  Index                                       Example Watercourse Score        Rider Boni               
River    =1 Point                                            Brown Creek        3 
Run      =2 Points                                           Looney Kill         8                        1 
Creek   =3 Points                                           Awful Run           2 
Branch =4 Points                                           Crawfish Creek    3 
Brook  =5 Points                                           Kinky Brook         5                        1 
Hollow=6 Points                                           Dark Spring           9   
Fork     =7 Points                                           Itchy Creek           3                        1 
Kill      =8 Points                                           Arturo Branch       4      
Spring  =9 Points                                           Mighty River        1 
Stream=10 Points                                          Ordinary Brook    5                     ____ 
                                                                       Example Score  43          +            3 = 46 

• The score for the above example submission would be 46 points which includes the 
Rider Boni points, as long as the Rider can be identified in the photos. A bonus of one 
point per photo may be awarded if the photo clearly shows the original entrant. (Rider) 
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       Black Diamond Beemers Up the Creek Tour Overview and Rules 
 

• The Black Diamond Beemers (BDB) of Northeastern Pennsylvania welcome you to 
our 2008 “Up the Creek Tour.”  This motorcycle road tour is open to all registered 
motorcycle riders. The Tour is a contest amongst Motorcycle Riders to find and 
document Watercourses (Streams) in the State of PA that spell out the Tour name 
which is “Black Diamond Beemers Up the Creek Tour”.    

 
• The BDB 2008 Up the Creek (UTC) Tour begins in March 2008 or whenever you 

receive your Tour Pack and ends on 9/15/08 which is the last date the Tour Judges 
will accept your completed Tour Log Sheet. Entrants may win the Great Grand Prize 
or any other Top 10 Grand Prizes based on their final score. One Grand Prize will 
also be awarded to the finisher with the score closest to the Average Score. The 
Great Grand Prize will be a $500 Gift Certificate from Two Jacks Motorsports in 
Wilkes-Barre, PA.    

 
• OK, this is what the Tour is all about. You must spell out the letters B-L-A-C-K-D-I-

A-M-O-N-D-B-E-E-M-E-R-S-U-P-T-H-E-C-R-E-E-K-T-O-U-R by riding your 
Motorcycle to a PA watercourse as identified by a little blue metal sign with white 
letters that begins with one of the above 33 letters. You must take and submit a 
photograph of your Up the Creek Tour Flag with number visible, your Motorcycle, 
the watercourse name (little blue or white metal sign) and, if possible, you.  We the 
BDB Up the Creek Tour Judges are asking the rider to be in the photo too, but the 
minimum requirements are the flag, the bike and the stream sign. Extra points may be 
awarded if the rider (original entrant) is observed and identifiable within the photo. 

 
• The fee to enter the BDB Up the Creek Tour is $28.00.  Once the BDB Club receives 

your registration form and check we will mail you an Up the Creek Tour Package 
with a Tour Flag and a Stream Log sheet. This means you must have your Tour 
Package before starting to take pictures and documenting locations. (No starting 
early)  

 
• Hint: All Watercourses in the State of Pennsylvania are listed in a booklet known as 

Chapter 93. Water Quality Standards and is available from the Department of 
Environmental Protection and from some PA County Conservation Districts. The 
Chapter 93. information includes names of all PA Watercourses and it is available on 
line at http://www.pacode.com/source/data/025/chapter93/chap93toc.html. This 
document will provide you with the location of all Watercourses in PA by County and 
Watershed but not their exact locations.  

 
• Photos may be digital, Polaroid, or even 35mm. All digital photos must be printed. 

All photos become property of the BDB Club. The Tour Judges may reject any 
photo(s) that appear to have been touched up or enhanced in any way. You do not 
have to complete all 33 Stream locations to submit your entry but you can bet the top 
finishers will try to.   

 
• All photo locations must be within the State of PA. A point value will be assigned to 

each photo based on the Up the Creek Tour points scoring index that is included in 
your UTC Tour pack. Please note additional points may be earned if the correct rider 
is in the photo with the bike, the flag and the stream sign. All submissions must be 
received by September 15, 2008. Winners will be announced at the Black Diamond 
Beemer Rally in the Poconos on September 27, 2008.  All finishers will be posted on 
the BDB web site soon after the Rally.    
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  Black Diamond Beemers Up the Creek Tour Log Sheet  
 
Rider Name______________________________________________Rider Number______ 
Watercourse Name      -     County    -     Road Name or Number  - Photo Points  - Rider Points       

B__________________    ______________________________________________________    

L__________________________________________________________________________ 

A__________________________________________________________________________ 

C__________________________________________________________________________ 

K__________________________________________________________________________ 

D__________________________________________________________________________ 

I___________________________________________________________________________ 

A__________________________________________________________________________ 

M__________________________________________________________________________ 

O__________________________________________________________________________ 

N__________________________________________________________________________ 

D__________________________________________________________________________ 

B__________________________________________________________________________ 

E__________________________________________________________________________ 

E__________________________________________________________________________ 

M_________________________________________________________________________ 

E__________________________________________________________________________ 

R__________________________________________________________________________ 

S__________________________________________________________________________ 

U__________________________________________________________________________ 

P__________________________________________________________________________ 

T__________________________________________________________________________ 

H__________________________________________________________________________ 

E__________________________________________________________________________ 

C__________________________________________________________________________ 

R__________________________________________________________________________ 

E__________________________________________________________________________ 

E__________________________________________________________________________ 

K__________________________________________________________________________ 

T__________________________________________________________________________ 

O__________________________________________________________________________ 

U__________________________________________________________________________ 

R__________________________________________________________________________ 

Watercourse Photo Total ________   Rider Points Total _________Final Total Score__________ _ 
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     This is what the UTC Judges will be looking for! 
 
 

 
 
 
The above photo qualifies for the letter K in the 2008 UTC Tour. The Flag, the 
Watercourse and the registered motorcycle are identified.  Based on the official 
UTC scoring index this picture qualifies for 3 points.  An additional point would 
have been added if the rider was identified in the photo.   
 
Please be careful when parking on the side of the road to obtain your UTC Tour 
points.  Most of the people in automobiles are not paying ANY attention to a bike 
parked on the side of the road!  A summary of Grand Prizes will be posted on the 
BDB Web Site once we have the list completed.   
 
Please leave the point value blank on your Tour Log Sheet, the UTC judges will 
fill that in for you.  Results will be posted on the BDB Web Site by the end of 
September 2008. For any remaining questions please submit an E inquiry to Dave 
Moss at djonmoss@netscape.net     
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2008 Black Diamond Beemers Up the Creek Tour Registration Form  
 

 Print Name____________________________________________Email____________________  
 Street_______________________________________________Phone_____________________  
 City_________________________State___ZIP ______MC Club_________________________  
 Motorcycle #1: Brand__________________Model________MC License Plate______________  
 Motorcycle #2: Brand__________________Model________MC License Plate______________  

IN CONSIDERATION OF BEING PERMITTED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE BLACK 
DIAMOND BEEMERS UP THE CREEK TOUR, THE UNDERSIGNED AGREES TO THE 
FOLLOWING:  

I,(print)____________________________________(hereinafter referred to as The 
Participant) HEREBY RELEASE, WAIVE, DISCHARGE ALL PERSONAL OR RELATED 
RIGHTS TO PURSUE LEGAL REMEDIES FOR DAMAGES AND INJURIES INCURRED 
AS A RESULT OF MY PARTICIPATION IN THE Black Diamond Beemers Up The Creek 
Tour. THESE COVENANTS NOT TO SUE ANY AND ALL AFFILIATES, ASSOCIATES 
AND OR ORGNIZERS OF SAID EVENT EXTEND TO ALL LIABILITY FOR ANY AND 
ALL LOSS OR DAMAGE AND ANY CLAIM OR DEMANDS THEREFORE ON ACCOUNT 
OF INJURY TO THE PERSON OR PROPERTY OR RESULTING IN DEATH OF THE 
UNDERSIGNED ARISING OUT OF OR RELATED TO THIS EVENT, WHETHER CAUSED 
BY NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE.  

THE PARTICIPANT HEREBY AGREES TO INDEMNIFY AND SAVE AND HOLD 
HARMLESS THE RELEASEES FROM ANY LOSS, LIABILITY, DAMAGE, OR COST 
THEY MAY INCUR ARISING OUT OF OR RELATING TO THE UNDERSIGNED'S 
INJURY OR DEATH, WHETHER CAUSED BY NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES OR 
OTHERWISE.  

THE UNDERSIGNED ALSO AGREES TO ASSUME FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY 
RISK OF BODILY INJURY, DEATH OR PROPERTY DAMAGE ARISING OUT OF OR 
RELATED TO THE PARTICIPATION IN THIS EVENT WHETHER BY NEGLIGENCE OF 
RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE.  

I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY, ASSUMPTION OF RISK 
AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT, UNDERSTAND ITS TERMS, "UNDERSTAND THAT I 
HAVE GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO NEGOTIATE 
SAID AGREEMENT BY SIGNING IT, AND HAVE SIGNED IT FREELY AND 
VOLUNTARILY WITHOUT ANY INDUCEMENT, ASSURANCE OF GUARANTEE 
BEING MADE TO ME AND INTEND MY SIGNATURE TO BE A COMPLETE AND 
UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF ALL LIABILITY TO THE GREATEST EXTENT 
ALLOWED BY LAW.  

 Signature ________________________________________________ Date ________________ 

Please send a $28.00 check made payable to Black Diamond Beemers at the address listed below. 
Once we receive payment an Up the Creek Tour Pack will be sent to the above address. When 
you receive your tour pack you may start the 2008 Black Diamond Beemers Up the Creek Tour.  

Up the Creek Tour           
C/O BDB's                            
PO Box 3245                
Scranton, PA 18505  
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Four Winds BMW Riders

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The June meeting of the Four Winds BMW Riders will be held on Sunday,
June 15th, 2008 from 2 to 5PM at the Foggy Mountain Lodge, Stahlstown,
PA 15687, Ph.: 1-877-364-4968.  The President’s Ride to the lodge led by
Mitch will start at the South Breakfast Ride King’s, Bridgeport at 10AM.
A ride from the Northeast led by Ed Syphan will leave the Oakmont Bak-
ery in Oakmont at the same time.  Both rides will arrive at the lodge around
2.
The Main President’s Ride start location:  President Mitch’s Ride to the

lodge will start at the King’s Restaurant, 3049 Washington Pike, just
south off the I-79 Bridgeport Exit (the South Breakfast Ride King’s) at
10:00 AM.

The Northeast P-ride start location:  a ride to the Lodge from the North-
east will leave the Oakmont Bakery at 10:00 A.M. led by Ed Syphan.
Both rides will meet at the lodge around 2:00 PM.

For those who can’t make either ride: from the PA Turnpike:  Take Turn-
pike Exit 91, Donegal. Upon exiting the toll gates, turn left onto SR
31. Go less than 1/4 mile, turn left onto SR 711 North. Follow SR 711
about 4 miles to its intersection with SR 130 and turn left onto SR 130
West.   Go about 1.3 miles and turn right (North) onto Old Distillery
Road (You will see the Lodge’s sign.) Go about 1/4 mile to the Lodge’s
driveway on your right.  Follow the driveway back to the lodge.

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


