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Your ‘09
Dues are
due! So do
yer dues!
...Please!
Form is on p. 6.
PRESIDENT’S LETTER
(AKA FROM THE QUEEN MUM)
I am always amazed at the diversity among
the members of The Four Winds. There are
the usual categories of men & women, young
& not so young, BMW riders & enthusiasts
and those who ride multiple makes & models. But if you actually talk to our members
about things OTHER than motorcycles you
will find that we are truly a rich and talented
bunch of people.
We come from all walks of life and offer
different perspectives on a lot of subjects. We
are teachers, students, doctors, firemen, accountants, machinists, truck drivers, deacons,
construction workers, radio personalities,
rock band tour managers, fitness instructors,
landscapers, editors, writers, occupational
therapists, lawyers, chemists, Marines, mechanics, computer programmers, pilots, electricians, just to name a few. And that doesn’t
even count the hobbies and other things that
enrich our lives.
The one thing that brings us together is
motorcycling. The thing that will keep us to-
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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President – Nancy Barrett
724-941-1543
nancyandsean@comcast.net
Vice President – Ed Syphan
724-347-5590
esyphan@yahoo.com
Treasurer – Larry Shockling
724-327-6922
shockla@aol.com
Corres. Sec’y – Joann Barr
412-881-5897
joannbarr10@msn.com
Rec. Sec’y – Diane Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net
Director – Patrick Barrett
724-941-1543
triiku@gmail.com
Director – Richard Villa
724-783-7047
crewchief_673@yahoo.com

FEBRUARY MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
Feb. 21, 2009 at the Bella Luna
Trattoria in the strip mall on Rte 22
Eastbound in Monroeville from 2–
5PM. The meal will be at 3PM. See
the back page for directions.
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and
pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors. Author’s permission should be obtained before
any form of republication.
Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must
be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meeting of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Feb. Meeting: Feb. 21; Mar. issue deadline: Tues., Feb.
24th). Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.
Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as attachments with “4 Winds Newsletter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:
<meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:
Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720
Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.
Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.
Long articles may be split between
issues.
National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is chartered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA
Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Download a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader ’
button
at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter provided.
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MEETING SCHEDULE 2009
Mark the dates on your calendars,
but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.
Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and updates.
February 21, 2009 — 2:00PM Bella
Luna Restaurant, Rte 22 East,
Monroeville
March, 2009 — European MCs of
Pittsburgh 12-2PM
April, 2009 — The Rochester Inn,
Rochester Rd, Pittsburgh
May, 2009 — TBA
June, 2009 — President’s Ride - Begins in Zelienople.
July, 2009 — Tony Capriotti’s, Penn
Hills
August, 2009 — Friday, August 14
to
Sunday,
August
16
43rd Annual Four Winds Rally!
September, 2009 — Leo and Holly
Stanton’s
October, 2009 — Uno’s Pizza, Cranberry
November, 2009 — TBA
December, 2009 — No Monthly Meeting

FEB. 18, 2009 SHACK
Will be held from 7-10PM at the home
of Carl Hartz, 69 Steen Hollow
Road, Oakdale, PA 15071, Ph.: 724693-0219.
Directions: From the Kirwin Heights
exit of I-79 turn left onto Rt. 50
(Washington Pike). At next traffic
signal, turn left onto Thoms Run Rd,
(see Chartiers Valley High School
on your left). Follow Thoms Run Rd
to Steen Hollow Rd. Turn Left on
Steen Hollow Rd to #69 on your left.
If you follow Thoms Run into Oakdale,
U-turn, go up the hill and make the
first right onto Steen Hollow.
gether is sharing our individual talents with
the club. Everyone has something that they
can contribute to the Four Winds, besides
dues. (Although, paying your dues is a good
thing, too. They’re due, by the way!) Maybe
it’s related to motorcycles or maybe the Club
could benefit from your expertise or a “connection” you may have that’s related to some
other aspect of your life.
And everyone also has at least one new
thing that they would like to learn. It could

ONGOING EVENTS
Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form. Those attending decide what they want to do
and where, if anywhere, they want
to ride. If you just want to show up
in the car and have breakfast with
fellow motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME! EAT! CHAT! RIDE!
Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Feb 1 — North at King’s, I-79 &
Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00 AM
Sat, Feb 14 — West at Bob Evans, Rt
60 & Campbell’s Run Rd, 9:00 AM
Sun, Feb 15 — South at King's, 3049
Washington Pike, off Exit 54, I-79,
Bridgeville, 10:00 AM
Sat, Feb 28 — East at Dick’s, Rt 22
Westbound Side, Monroeville, 9:00
AM
If you’re going to a breakfast ride,
you might want to notify others:
It’s not necessary, but it’d be nice
to let others know you’re going to a
particular Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site Message Board’s Breakfast Ride section
saying so. That’ll help save a rider
from discovering too late that no one
else is going that day. The Breakfast Ride’s URL is:
http://
www. 4 w i n d s b m w.org / f o r u m /
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure to
erase your post after the ride if you
can so the board doesn’t get cluttered.
be to ride better or how to maintain or fix
your own bike. Or maybe you’d like to travel,
but don’t know how to get all that stuff on
your bike. You know lots of GREAT roads,
but don’t think you could lead a group. Maybe
you would love to submit something to the
newsletter, but you have no computer skills
& your spelling, well, sucks. Or, you want to
help at the rally, but you just can’t do a tech
session, in front of other people. As a group,
we have the skills to help you do any of these
things. And as an individual, you have the
skills to help the group run smoothly.
So, step one, come to the meetings. The
first one is February 21, 2009 at Bella Luna
in Murrysville. Bring a friend. Let’s find out
what we can do together.
Stay Warm. Ride Safely. Think spring!

NANCY

NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE
SUNDAY JANUARY 4, 2009
by Walt Halaja
Well, it wasn’t a great day to ride, but we still had 2 riders out of the
8 that attended the breakfast. Reddy K. got the front room at King’s
for us, but was unable to make it. It’s great to have that front room,
or the other private room, so, thanks Reddy K.! Those present were
Jack Bramkamp along with his son Jeffrey and daughter Katelyn,
“PW” Paul White, “The Camper” Ron Kranz, Carl Hartz, me, and
John Allen who was a bit late because he had to wait for the ice to
melt on his driveway...NICE! ...The temperature was just above or
below freezing depending on where you were. Rt. 79 Northbound
was in great condition, I was about 15 minutes ahead of schedule so
I took the Mt. Nebo exit and did some of my favorites: Blackburn
and Fern Hollow Rds. The road surface looked quite a bit different
than on I79, so a bit more caution was in order.
One of the things I shared with the fellows and Katelyn was that
Jürgen Brune had written me that he had 70 inches of snow on the
ground and that he slipped in his driveway and unfortunately broke
his arm, so you might want take a few minutes and send Jürgen an
encouraging e-mail at jurgen@brune.ws . Another topic that came
up was deer strikes! Carl said one time he had to lay his bike down
to avoid hitting a deer and got roughed up a bit in the process. I said
that “2 Spark” McLaughlin told me one time he had a deer jump
right over his head while riding his bike, and it never touched him—
that’s just the way I would like it to happen if I ever encountered one
while riding Traveler, or even in my cage. Speaking of deer strikes,
the article I have that’s entitled “Proportion of yearly Crashes (deer

strikes) in percentages” says that strikes are less than 5% from the
middle of January thru about the middle of April, with the lowest
month of the year being March. Well, that’s good to know, even if
you are riding in your cage!
Several months ago, John Allen and I were discussing the computer program, MS Streets and Trips, so, just for the heck of it, John
sent me the route of his ride home from the north breakfast as a
Streets and Trips file. It turned out to be about 80 miles! Remember, John had to wait for his driveway ice to thaw before he set out
for the breakfast. We have no picture, so lets take a look at John’s
ride home! The next paragraph are John’s words he sent along with
the map to add to this report!

WALT
The forecast was for light rain and a high of 47° f., so I headed
Southwest after the breakfast to take the long way home. As soon as
I hit PA18 the rains came and brought a chill with them that took
some of the joy out of the ride. I skipped my normal route through
Avella and stayed on 18 into Washington and arrived at Hog Fathers
in time for an early supper. Not a long ride but good food instead of
cold rain.

JOHN
A Great breakfast we had; Melissa was our waitress and a good job
she did!

WALT

John Allen’s North Breakfast Ride to Supper and Home.
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4) 1999 4 Winds Banquet: “Over 60 members were in attendance”
The highlight of the evening may well have been the announcement of the BMW Watch Raffle, with ticket sales topping 100 by
the end of the evening. Nancy commented, “Ogling of this handsome specimen (I mean WATCH!) was enjoyable to witness. I
have since cleaned all the drool off of the R69 S Speedometer
Watch and put it away in the “official Four Winds BMW rider’s
Safe” until the rally. (The location of the safe is secret. I’d tell
you where it is, but then I’d have to kill you!)” Many thanks
were offered to director-At-Large, Ross Baker for suggesting this
successful endeavor.

THE WAY WE WERE
BACK WHEN
FEBRUARY 1999

5) Mileage Contest: Sean Barrett Started a mileage for 1999! And
it’s still running! I got 8,431 miles for 1999, What did you get?
6) Breakfast Rides started back up in March!

By Walt Halaja
1) We had no newsletters from 10 years ago for several months, so
that was a good timely break for me! Do we really know how
good we have it with our Editor Ralph for the last several years?
2) From the Presidents Message Via Nancy Barrett: “Well, It’s February, the longest month of the year! The excitement of the holidays are passed, but it’s not spring yet. One day it’s 20 degrees
& the next it’s 60. Welcome to western Pennsylvania! I don’t
know if I have Cabin fever or Spring fever, but I find myself
thinking of warmer days. Planning trips for the year definitely
helps.
3) Regular Meeting November 21, 1998 at Jaden’s: A) there were
40 present. B) Nancy thanked Brian for being newsletter Editor
this past year and announced that Dan Rai will be editing the
newsletter for 1999. C) George Wolfe Explained that the honorary plaque for Wayne Kelly is now on display at Heritage BMW.
He thanked the club on behalf of Wayne. D) Nancy announced
that the Poremskis and Syphoons are in their new homes. E)
The guests present were Liz and Pat Joyce, Eric Trow, and John
Glenn. F) the early bird winner was Sean Barrett; the door Prizes
went to Ross Baker, Sherry Hartz, and Bob Stuckert.

WALT

IT’S TO LAUGH

WHEN TO START CUSSING
Sent in by Ed “The Syphoon” Syphan
A 6 year old and a 4 year old are upstairs in their bedroom.
‘You know what?’ says the 6 year old. ‘I think it’s about time
we started cussing.’
The 4 year old nods his head in approval.
The 6 year old continues, ‘When we go downstairs for breakfast,
I’m gonna say something with hell and you say something with ass.’
The 4 year old agrees with enthusiasm.
When the mother walks into the kitchen and asks the 6 year old
what he wants for breakfast, he replies, ‘Aw, hell, Mom, I guess I’ll
have some Cheerios.’
WHACK! He flies out of his chair, tumbles across the kitchen
floor, gets up, and runs upstairs crying his eyes out, with his mother
in hot pursuit, slapping his rear with every step. His mom locks him
in his room and shouts, ‘You can stay there until I let you out!’
She then comes back downstairs, looks at the 4 year old and asks
with a stern voice, ‘And what do YOU want for breakfast, young
man?’
‘I don’t know,’ he blubbers, ‘but you can bet your fat ass it won’t
be Cheerios!’

On the Net...

Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what
it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.
Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so.
News about Ewan McGregor & Charlie Boorman's New "Long Way UP" - Cape Horn to California (why not Prudhoe
bay???):
http://www.people.co.uk/news/tm_headline=ewan-s-up-for-a-new-longway&method=full&objectid=20158035&siteid=93463-name_page.html
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WANT TO WRITE?
POST-GAZETTE MC WRITERS WANTED
by Diane Pears
I read an article written by a "returning rider" in the Post-Gazette
Weekend Magazine. Apparently this is a weekly feature and they
are looking for regular motorcycle people to write something. Sooo,
for all you aspiring motorcyclist writers in the club out there, here's
your chance!
To see what these articles are like, here's the URL of the article
I read:
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/08366/938586-51.stm
And here's the ad for seeking writers from the Post Gazette:

RIDE AND WRITE
“Welcome to Pittsburgh Rides, our regular feature on motorcycling. Here we bring you the latest in rides, trends and events, but
we need your input. We're looking for voices from the local biking
community willing to share (in roughly 500 words) your experiences
on the road and what you think is hot on wheels.
. Send your story or pitch to the Weekend editor at smervis@postgazette.com .
. Want to answer our Burning Questions? Send to the same address and include your name and neighborhood.
http://www.postgazette.com/pittsburghrides/ .”

2009 Rally Chair, Margaret Weaver, gave us an update on rally
plans, which are already underway. Everyone is encouraged to volunteer some time and energy to ensure the success of this event.
Incoming President, Nancy Barrett, introduced the new 2009
Board members and spoke of some changes for the upcoming year.
She also reminded everyone that this would be the last time she
serves as President.
Our Guest Speaker was Lee Marks, owner of European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh. Fresh from a meeting with BMW NA, he shared
some “Top-Secret” plans for BMW motorcycles and sales tactics that
will be implemented in the next year or two. Lee then answered
questions from the audience. He announced that he would be sponsoring another Track Day at BeaveRun and hopes to get the Club
involved in other dealer-sponsored activities, as well.
Rounding out the evenings festivities were pictures from 2008
supplied by club members and background music coordinated by
new Director-At-Large, Trick Barrett.
Banquet Chair, Sean Barrett, heard many complements concerning both the venue & the food at the Crowne Plaza. It definitely
seemed as though “a good time was had by all!”

NANCY

DIANE

OUR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT
THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’

FOUR WINDS BMW RIDERS HOLD
ANNUAL BANQUET
by Nancy Barrett
At least the really bad weather waited until we all got to the Crowne
Plaza. That was the site of the Four Winds BMW Riders Annual
Banquet on January 17, 2008. In spite of the below freezing temperatures leading up to the banquet, there were about 60 members
and guests in attendance.
The evening’s program progressed smoothly under the humorous and easy going direction of Ron, “Reddy K,” Latkovic, our Master of Ceremonies. Vice President, Jay Singh, thanked the 2008 Board
Of Directors and presented the BMW Medallion to Treasurer, Tom
Primke, for his hard work on the 2008 Rally and continued dedication to the Club.
Recording Secretary, Diane Pears, armed with a slide show, “retold” a story of “Dan Weaver’s Final Drive,” which had prompted
members, Fred Maskrey & Bob Stuckert, to design and present Dan
with the Golden Wrench Award at the 2008 Rally. Dan assured everyone that the Award was sure to be seen again.
Coordinator, Tim Pears awarded the prize for top mileage in 2008
to member, John Allen. Tim also encouraged everyone to send his or
her beginning mileage to him for inclusion in the 2009 contest.

By Don Poremski, Cleveland Club Correspondent
It isn’t revolutionary or new that persons of like interest congregate.
The only group in which that is more obvious than motorcyclists is
golfers. Both wear outlandish get-ups, and persevere with their favorite activity no matter what the weather or obstacles. And, yes,
that congregating tends to take place on a local level with perhaps an
occasional foray into outer regions. What has developed, unplanned
though not unpredictable, is the movement of two clubs into a closer,
cooperative stance, to wit: The Four Winds Motorcycle Riders of
Pittsburgh and the BMW Motorcycle Owners of Cleveland
(BMWMOC).
Once past the football team affiliations, these groups are much
alike. It is a fact that without the MOC the Four Winds Rally would
teeter on being unsustainable. There is much support for the Laurel
Highlands rally as well. It isn’t just proximity that draws riders from
Ohio into Pennsylvania. Members of both groups seem to like each
others’ company. Members of both are enthusiastic about their choice
of equipment, they mingle when attending national and other regional gatherings, and when you seek the party faction at any of
these gatherings, you’ll find the MOC and 4W laughing and dancing
and occasionally telling outlandish tales around a bonfire.
Perhaps it’s time for both groups to plan some combined activities. Some riders of both clubs have been enjoying favorite roads
together for years. Tours and trips that have been taken within those
groups often mirror each other except for direction east/west.
Continued on page 8
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2009 4-Winds Dues Submission form:
Member Name:__________________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________
Post Office:__________________________________ State:_________ Zipcode:______________________
Additional Members’ Names (if any):
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Associate Members’ Names (if any):
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Number of Members’ Dues submitted: _________ X $15 =

$_____________

Number of Associates’ Dues submitted: _________ X $7.50 = $_____________
Total:

$_____________

Please make out your dues check for yourself, and other members and associates in your family to
“4 Winds BMW Riders” and mail it with this completed form to:
Larry Shockling, Treasurer
4 Winds BMW Riders of Pittsburgh
116 Teton Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15239

DUES SUBMISSION FORM
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‘09 BEGINNING MILEAGE FORM
Attention all members who have NOT submitted ending mileage reports for 2008
(which will be the beginning mileage for 2009) , Please submit your beginning
mileage report for this year -- you know who you are. Please submit your
Beginning mileages.

Four Winds Mileage Contest
Beginning mileage as of Jan 1, 2009

Beginning Mileage Form – Year __2009__
Name: ___________________________________
Address: _________________________________
City: _____________________________________
State: ____________

Zip: _____________

Mail Form to:
Mileage Contest
c/o Tim Pears
555 Rose Stop Rd.
New Castle, PA 16101
or E-mail to:
timndiane@comcast.net

Phone Number: (_______) ___________________

Make / Model / Year

Beginning Mileage

Bike 1
Bike 2
Bike 3

Mileage submitted must be an honest record of the odometer readings for
the Motorcycles you currently own, operate and submit for the beginning
and end of the 2009 year. You can submit the mileage from one bike or all
of the bikes you own. The sum of miles you attain on all of your bikes
combined will produce this year’s winner.
The highest mileage submitted at the end of the year will win a $25 gift
certificate to refill your tank at:
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Continued from page 5

So, for this initial effort at communicating what’s going on outside 4W’s “hood”, the suggestion is that we have a little cross-pollination of activities in 2009. This could begin by having a
representative(s) of one club at the other’s board meetings. It could
continue with inclusion of newsletter submittals in each clubs’ efforts or posting of club activities on each others calendars. I think we
can all get along, don’t you?

DON

BANQUET PHOTOS
by Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic
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MILEAGE CONTEST FINALS

2008 MILEAGE CONTEST TOTALS

2008 Mileage

(2007 Mileage)

John Allen

15,953

10,977

Ed Tatters

12,235

12,741

Tim Pears

11,716

10,062

Walt Halaja

9,916

8,530

Sean Barrett

8,223

9,025

Tom Barnhart

6,496

8,350

Scott Bassin

6,130

5,486

Ralph Meyer

4,367

7,044

Jay Singh

4,124

3,419

Diane Pears

782

2,730

Patrick Barrett

220

0

Congratulations to John Allen as the highest mileage rider this year, winning the $25
Sheetz gift card at the banquet! We had 22 entries at the beginning, with 11 people
submitting their final ending numbers. Thanks to all who participated in this annual
“snapshot” of our club’s riding habits.
Submitted by Tim Pears, Mileage Tracker
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

HOW DO I JOIN
FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?
To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.
Membership dues are $15 per year for primary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.
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DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The Saturday, February 21, 2009 regular 4-Winds meeting will be held
from 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM at the Bellaluna Trattoria, 5060 William Penn
Hwy (US 22), Monroeville, PA; Ph: (724) 733-2662. Directions:
From the West, North, or South: Get on and take the Parkway East (I-376)
to the eastern end continuing East on Rte 22. The Bellaluna Trattoria
will be in a strip mall on your right approximately 2.8 miles from where
you entered Rte 22 at the Eastern End of the Parkway. When you pass
Bianchi Subaru on your right, you have about 3/10ths of a mile to go.
From the East: Get on Rte 22 and travel West. Do a U-turn at the next
possibile place--Probably at the McClure/Cavitt Rd. light--after you
pass the Bellaluna Trattoria on your left, and return on 22 Eastbound to
the Trattoria.
GPS Coordinates: N40.42744 W79.70736

