THE QUEEN MuM’s MUSINGS
AKA “QUACK”)

Well, it really doesn’t seem like it’s been
(only) a year since I said, *“ This is the LAST
time I’'m going to do this!” I may be the lame
duck, but there is still work to be done be-
fore I hang up the crown AGAIN.

The November meeting at Bella Luna
was the last meeting of 2009. Our next “offi-
cial” function for the club will be the Annual
Banquet on Saturday, January 16,2010. This
year it will be held at the Radisson Hotel in
Green Tree, a nice central location. We are
working on the menu and other aspects of
the evening. We will introduce the “new”
board, as well as, say “hasta la vista” to the
current Prez & Vice Prez.

This year we will also have the return of
the “Photo Table.” We are looking specifi-
cally for OLD photos of the 4 Winds events.
These would be photos that may not be avail-
able in digital form for the slideshow, which
we will also have at the banquet. So, dust off
those old photo albums and bring them along.
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BoARrRD OF DIRECTORS
2009

President — Nancy Barrett
724-941-1543
nancyandsean(@comcast.net

Vice President — Ed Syphan
724-347-5590
esyphan@yahoo.com

Treasurer — Larry Shockling
724-327-6922
shockla@aol.com

Corres. Sec’y — Joann Barr
412-881-5897
joannbarr1 0@msn.com

Rec. Sec’y — Diane Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane(@comecast.net

Director — John Barr
412-881-5897
joannbarr1 0@msn.com

Director — Patrick Barrett
724-941-1543
tritku@gmail.com

DEecEMBER MEETING INFO
As traditional, because December is
the month for the Winter Solstice
holidays (Hannukah, Kwanzaa, and
Christmas), there will be no regular
club meeting this month. Be sure,
however, to get in your reservations
for the Annual Banquet to be held in
January.
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PUBLICATION INFO MEETING SCHEDULE ONGOING EVENTS
The Four Winds BMW Riders 2009
Newsletter is published for Breakfast Rides, et al.:
members’ use. Articles’ and Mark the dates on your calen- These rides are free-form. Those at-
pictures’ copyrights are held by dars, but remember... tending decide what they want to
their authors. Author’s permis- All meeting sites are tentative. do _and where, if anywhere, they
sion should be obtained before Please check the web site and want to ride. If you just want to
any form of republication. newsletter for changes and show up in the car and have
Editor: Ralph Meyer updates. breakfast with fellow motorcy-
Deadline: Articles submitted must December, 2009 — No Monthly clists, that’s fine too.
be received by the editor no Meeting
later than 6:00 PM on the January 16, 2009 — Annual Club Come! Ear! CHaT! RIDE!
Tuesday of the 3rd week of this Banquet
month, December 15th for the Ride Schedule — Month:
January Issue. Articles/Info re- Sun. Mo da North at King’s, 1
*d after that deadline go in next S0 SaY - 0T >
e mevlattor e \ J 79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00 AM
AN ! Sat, Mo day — West at Bob Evans,
Submission information:
. oo ( D Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd, 9:00
E-mail submissions: Send as at- AM
tachments with “4 Winds News- 2009 SHACK SCHEDULE .
letter Article” in the e-mail K t on th b site all Sun. Mo day — South at King's, 3049
‘Subicet’ line to: eefi an €ye ou 0? ¢ website a Washington Pike, off Exit 54, I-
<meJ er@zoomin-ternet . you lady and gent em}zlm wrenchers 79, Bridgeville, 10:00 AM
meyerdEo net.netr= and attendees out there, for the Sat, Mo day — East at Dick’s, Rt 22
Articles on Disk Media mail to: Shack locations and dates to help . .
. o ’ Westbound Side, Monroeville,
Ralph Meyer; Editor keep us smiling through the win- 9:00 AM
4 Winds Newslett ¢ i ’
s Aewstetter ter, and keep ‘em rolling! If you’re going to a breakfast ride,
6056 Meadow Lane ot 6 tifv ofhers.
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720 You might want to notify others:

Submission formats:

Articles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

Sean and I have pictures that are 20 years
old and I know there are people with photos
that pre-date that! Bring ‘em along! And send
your digital photos to Trick for the slideshow.
His info is elsewhere in this fine publication.
In the meantime, enjoy your holidays,
ride when you want to, and stay safe.

Nanay
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Four WinDs BMW RIDERS

NovemBER 21, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Location: Bella Luna, Murrysville, PA —

30 People Attended

Board Attendance: Nancy Barrett, Ed
Syphan, Joann Barr, John Barr, Patrick

Barrett, Diane

Pears, Larry Shockling

Treasurer’s Report: $12,490 balance in ac-

count.

Our National City Bank was

bought out by PNC. The bank name on
the checks will be changing. Nancy re-
quested, as a courtesy to our Treasurer
so that he can enjoy the evening along
with the rest of us, that we do not renew
our memberships and pay dues during the

banquet.

It’s not necessary, but it’d be nice
to let others know you’re going
to a particular Breakfast Ride by
putting a notice on the 4-Winds
Site Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so. That’ll
help save a rider from discover-
ing too late that no one else is go-
ing that day. The Breakfast
Ride’s URL is: http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure to
erase your post after the ride if
you can so the board doesn’t get
cluttered.

A
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Banquet:

Please let any member of the

Board know if you have ANY suggestions
for the program or entertainment. Ron

Latkovic agreed to be MC again.

Photos for Banquet: Send your digital pho-
tos to Patrick Barrett for inclusion in the

slide show. Regular prints could

be

scanned. Older club photos are also wel-
come. Bring actual photo albums, new
or “vintage” for a display table. If you
took any photos for the “Oddities Con-
test” this year, bring them to be voted

on.

Continued on page 15



The FOUL WINDS EMYW DIDEL S Annual
Eanauet

101 Dadisson Drive, Dittsburgh 1324053

saturday, Januarv 1€, 2010

G0 - T v -Cash Kar
T DM -Duffet St¥le Dinner

Dinner followed by Entertainm ent <til 1100 DM

Ering non-digital (mew or old] Four Winds photos for viewing atthe Dhoto
Tabhle

S27.00 /perscn

=ecial *Four¥Winds Doom Date availablez $83with=%5leep Number™ b eds)

Directionstothe Radisson Hotel Pittsburgh Greertres:

EEQ L INNTQINN EITTSELEGH,
Fallowe s imns fo r 376 West towards th=airpert. You will = antig Iy pass ower the Fort Pitt Bridg=a nd throupgh the Fart Pitt

Tunnel. Bg oy =it the tunnelyo o will continwes on 376 West towa rds the g irport. Go 2 milesa nd @ ke Exit 67 Gres=n
TrearCraftan. Tha rampwill split, b= r b=ft o n the =it At thastopsign make=a l=ft onte Mansfield Gwanue. Go straight thraogsh
tan limhts and The Radisson Hote | will b= the neat driv= onthe right.

EEQUATHE SOLTHHILLS:

Ta k= Route 19 North |Washington Foad] and follew itto Cochmn Road. Turn k=ftonto Cochmn Road and ®ollw to Grean Tree
Road |Route 14 Morth]. Be=ar right onto Gre=n Tree Road.Green Tree Road crosses owver 3760 ouve rpass . s 40 U Coss owver,
pl=s= sty ink=ft-la nd B p=. The 1=t taffic light ower the bypass you willturn b=ft omto Mansfield Auenue. Go st@ ght through
two lights and The Radissen Hotelwill b= the neat drive onthe right.

b4 FEWP by Ja mang 10, 2010 -4

Manie :
# attending : x $27.00 = {(enclose this amount)

Send check {made payable to Four Winds B MW Riders) to:
Lamy Shockling, Treasarer 116 Teton Or., Pittsburgh, PA 15239

Continued on page 15 3



WEST BREAKFAST RIDE

Ocr. 10, 2009
by Walt Halaja

Members present were: Frank Beatrous, Dave Manfredo, Dave
McLaughlin, Ralph Meyer, and Walt Halaja. Absent this week was
Paul “PW” White who usually makes most all of the breakfasts. I
called him during breakfast to give him a little business, but he didn’t
answer so we left him a nice little message like “Where are you? We
have empty chairs here!” Ha! ...Still haven’t heard from PW so we
hope all is well!

After breakfast, it’s picture time if I bring my Camera, and I did.
Traveler is showcased in this photo just because it was convenient
and not by choice. During our photo ops “PW” usually grabs my
tripod out of my hands to unfold and fold it “so as to save time” I
suspect. So, thanks “PW,” I had to do it my self this time! Ha!

I had in my mind to maybe take a 1/2 loop of my Oglebay Park
run so Frank and Dave Manfredo said they would tag along. Ralph
and Dave McLaughlin headed home. So off we went, at Rtes 27 and
88 in West Virginia, I offered up the lead, but it was declined. I had
planned to turn left at Bethany, WV, only to be stopped in a 1/2 mile
at this small college town for a “Columbus day parade!” Can you
believe that? So, back to 88 we went, and South toward West Lib-
erty: another college town. Frank took the lead at West Liberty and
we headed back North and just back tracked toward home from there.
Anytime Rte. 88 in WV is part of your ride, you should be satisfied,
and [ was. We only had one other hitch, and that was that I turned off
at “Cross Creek” for a rest stop, but Frank and Dave didn’t know
that and doubled back for me after a couple of miles to see if I was
OK! So thanks for that fellows!

The Temperature was between 50 to 60 degrees: A very nice day
for about a 100 mile ride with the fall foliage starting the great fall
show in this part of the country. So I would hope you all have a
chance to catch some of it with a nice ride this fall!

Warr

&

For SaALE

Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.

2004 BMW R1150RS: 9400 miles, 6 spd, ABS, heated handgrips, BMS side and top cases, BMW side case protectors, BMW
tank rucksack, Original manuals, toolkit, purchase docs, etc. Throttle meister, engine guards, Aeroflow headlight cover, car-
bon fiber yoke protector. Decent Metzeler Z6 tires. Just PA inspected and given good bill of health at European Motorcycles.
Bodywork is perfect. Small blemish on right side case. $8200 Larry Shockling, shockla@aol.com Ph.: 724 327 6922 http://

picasaweb.google.com/LShockling/BMW2004R1150RSSept09Shockling?feat=directlink
2005 R1200RT: 28k miles. $11,500. All dealer serviced. New front tire and front brakes. Heated seats & grips. BMW Cruise

Control.
trentden@juno.com

BMW Alarm. BMW Tankbag. Extra BWM Accessory outlet wired to battery. Contact Trent Dennison:

1981 R80GS: Mileage-unknown; Color-frame silver, tank and fenders black; Call Al Vangura, for the fine print. Ph.: 724-736-
2884 Home, 412-759-4117 Cell, or e-mail: bigalvan@verizon.net.

° On the Net... ¢
([ ] ([ ]
o Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what o

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...

° Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there. °

(] ([ ]
° Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and e

past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so. °
° BMW inline 6 cyl concept bike: http:/www.motorcycle-usa.com/617/5035/Motorcycle-Article/BMW-Inline-Six-Motor-

'. cycle-Concept.aspx?WT.i_e desvid=1173127552 .

° Police RT Rider in Competition, from Walt Halaja: http://www.snotr.com/video/3068 . °




A Favarite Pass Time—ccont’ o By Jiirgen Brune - Our Spokane, WA correspondent

Arrival — Heidelberg

Bill and | arrived in Frankfurt on separate flights. We metthe shuttle driver who took us
to Stefan’s just south of downtown Heidelbeny, After & guick shower we hopped on the
streetcar to take us inka the city, where we hiked up the 330 steps o the medieval castle
that fowers abowve the Altstadt, arold towen, with its coloful shops intermingled with
[isteariisl e ity Dells.

In the castle we visited the giant wine vat (the size of a two-stary house) and the statue
of the vinther, a dwarf named Perkeo whase claim to fame was that he drank the entire

A8 000 gallons of wine during his lifetirme. 130 oak trees were used to build the keg in
17411

O the way down we enjoved 8 genenaus serving of [talian gelato ice cream oy
arcdering the " Spaghetti Carbonara™ and later stopped for a traditional Serman dinner
with roast beef and red cabbage at Perked's restaurant.

Diay 1 —Heidelbery to Andermatt, Switzerland: The Prlogue

The next maorning started at Stefan’s with a full breaks ast cormprising bread, jam,
sausage, mlls, vanous choices of mffes, tea, and juice — the works . We had agreed to
rneet aur friend Dowy at & pro in Andermmatt, Switzerla nd — a place about 420 krnfram
gither Heidelberg ar Munich. Anderrmatt is at the cros sroads betiween a nurmber of
farmous passes, including the 5t Gotthand which marks a mapr thomughfare bebween
swatzerland and [talky.

Stefan sudggested spending sarme quality tirme riding through the Black Forest. After a
quick bit of autobahn riding (130 mph was abow the end of the flagpale forour BTs) we
ertered the Schwarzwaldhochstralie ar Black Forest High Foad nesr Baden-Baden. |t
wincls akbng the peaks and vallevs and i1z & favorte armeong motorcvclists for its many
twists and turns. For several hours we enoved the picturesque fowns and stopped far a
rest and & gongeous view every now and then, At every corner, stares sell the farous

cuchkon docksl

Ev 2 prnwe macdle Baszel at the MW cormer of Switzerland, purchased our Autobahn
stickers and headed straight for Andermatt. Mo passports checked at the border

rrossing — the rustorms officers just waver ns throonh

Drour was waiting far us at the big sign in the center of Andermatt and we decided o do
& duick warrtLUp run o the wmp of Oberalp Pass just east of the village. Our first
impression was that lots of fellow riders were enpving the pass ride, plaving in the

N AT

We had rmade reservations in a botel abaut 20 krn north of Andermatt,. It was
recarmmended by the German "Tourenfahrer” bike founng magazine and was located at
the tap of & hill accessible by aeral trar We stored the bikes in a locked garage at the
bottorn of the tram and checked in for a good dinner and a quiet night above the town of
Schattdord, enpving & gorgenus view of the valley below. The weather forecast was



sunny far the corming several days! Total riding distance on our first day was 570 km
(360 rmiles).

Diay 2 Around Anclerrmatt, Show e vour pass, please

We started south from out hatel in Schattdard towards Andermatt and turned west at
Wassen following the winding road up 2 Susten Pass. Altbough there are general
speed limits throughout Europe, none are needed along the pass noads: The nider and
hisfher nding skill constitute the speed limitl We learned ancther reason why thew call it
a pass. bther vou pass the rder in tfront ot wvou or vou wall be passed. Maost car and
matorcycle drivers have a professional attude but some niders passed us where |
weanld not have taken the risk. | guess we all make choices. However, we did not see a
single acodent an the entire tripl

After the first 20 ar 30 hairpin turns we got the hang of it [¥'s alrast a rbvthrne Brake to
the proper entry speed while shifting to second ar even first, then a smooth malkan
thraughaut the turn, rev it up again and get ready for the next ane. Hairpin turns have
different names in Europe: The Germans call & "Kehre” {(implving a 180 direction
change, ar switchback), the French call it "lacet” (think neaths-tied shoe-laces) and the
ltalians sav “tornanti” (as in tornada’).

The mad coming cown friom Susten leads to the town of Innertkirchen, Along this road
we 5w several “Pacrman™ signs: A round, bright vellow disc with a pie-shaped piece cut
aut. Sooh we understocd: This sign points b a place where you can buy Swiss
cheese, fresh fromthe farm

We turned south towands Grins el pass, then cortinuing southwest to Mufenen pass and
inta Biasca, Fromthere we headed north across Lukmmanier pass and west acnoss
iJberalp pass to camplete the circle back to Andermatt. We had arranged for a secornd
night &t the Hotel in Schattdor bt weren'’t ready to call it a day vet so we added a qguick
run up the Furka pass immediately west of Andermmatt. The pass noads are old trade
routes and we saw mmary histoanc buildirgs along the way, Along the east side of Furka
road, we stopped to see several waterfalls marking the heachwaters of the Reuss, a
rmapar tributary to the Bhine river. Furka iz a mapr European watershed — its west side
drains inta the Rhane vallew, We got our first niding lessons negatiating cowe pies in the
switchbacks as we encountered cows maming freely on the pass mad. Bill's picture

Far dinner we returned to our hotel high abeve Schattdarf and had a swiss specialty,
apétzle (pasta) with ham and flavorful Radette cheese.

Toalal dislarice kaday was 309 ko (224 niles) ol pure sunshioe ding.

Day 3 Schattdod (Arderrmatt) to Lanslebaouny, France: Drafting behind the Pelatan

From Schattdor we started aut towards Andermatt, then crassed Furka pass onto the
Rhone valley. It was a straight nmoad for & chamge, but kbts of traffic. We wanted to get
o the highest Alps passes in France and chose the most direct noute that led us through
Brin, Sian and Martigny inta the French spealking region of Swatzerland. From Marticmy,
we headed south up the Grosser Bt Bernhand that cros ses inta falv, We tollowed the




2009 Taurde France route where the tans had pairted the narmes of ther favornte niders
onthe rmad. Doud eneved meeting the 5t Bernard dogs st the famous kennel of the
Haspice atthe ool

Un Bt Bernhand we came upan a gang of wild bogs, all clad in black. W rare o see
Harlews crother cruiser bikes on the pass roads — EMW 15 clearly the mast frequenthy
seen brand along with @ vanety of Japanese and lalan supermmetards and sporthbikes.
Blezn interesting ' nate that almaost all riders wear full protective gear —wou won' zee
arvbocy int-shifts ortennis shoes,

Cur nde ook us down from the Grand 3t Bemard (Germans spell t Bemharcdh into
Bersta (talhyy, then west into Bourg St Maurice (France) across the Petit 5t. Bernardl.
Sume clhwuds appeared in the sk as we inspected the ancentdefense line designed to
black tank invasians in Wadd War |

We continued south fowards Val of lsere - Tignes, a famous, huge French sk resort that
| rerrernbered from ey oallege davs inthe 70%s. 1 appeared o have grewn ta twice s
size since then. [twas 5 prarnd tirme to make adecision. Doug knew & hotel abaout &0
krn sauth but that eant to cross the Cal de Pllseran, at 2782 m (9061 ff) one af the
highest Alps passes. Lightdnz=le stared ta 38t n, nat hardd encough b require rain gear
but the mads oot wet Still, we decided ta op farit. The drizzle et & bit more intense

o the way up and above 2000 o we reticed white stuff scocurmulating on the
winclshiekl: Our newest pass expenence was pea-sized hal. There was na time o
stap at the ol there was nothineg o see and we were plain scared about the mad
corditions. Dhid | mentian passes are weather drvdes?

The rain stopped ah the way down, and another 20 ke of niding dried curgear. &t 72350
we arrived atthe hatel "L Etaile des Mewes” the snow star) in Lanslebaung,
Beooomodations were good and the food was excellent: How about & four-course
French menu after 444 km and over 10 hours of ading?

We met a voung couple fromiGermany &t dinner. They Ived in Switzerdand and rode
480 codual purpose KT bikes in search fordint rmads across the passes. That's
arcther formof riding fun we ought to check out some day — especially newe that BRUIA
offers agreat line of GF maedsls.

We cmssed "only” faur passes today but we moticed the positive effects of riding
practice.

(Cottinued Bext Mot b
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BMW ConNcepT 6
Is this a glimps of the fu-
ture? This bike has 6
(count ‘em if you can see
‘em!) cylinders, that, like
the latest BMW inline 4s
are at a 55° forward slant.
The bike was revealed, if
memory serves right, at
this year’s Milan Motor-
cycle Show. Talk is that
its engine is slated to
power a new K-LT, which
may appear from the mys-
terious confines of Kastel
BMW im Miinchen... but
no one is saying when...or,
for that matter, if.
Hmmmmm.

BANQUET SLIDE SHOW
‘Trick Barrett is making up a slide show of club members, places been and seen, and activities in 2009 about what our club members have
been up to, to show during happy hour at our January 16th Banquet at the Radisson Hotel in Greentree. If you have pictures you would like
to put in the show that you’ve taken of you and/or your club’s motorcycling activities during 2009, OR pictures from earlier days that you
think would be of interest, you can e-mail them (if you haven’t already) to Trick at triikku@gmail.com; Trick is making up the slide show to
use at the banquet. Please get any pictures you want in to Trick before the banquet, but preferably, ASAP.

SEND US YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS

4 Winds is trying to get everybody’s correct email address. If you think we don’t have your correct address please send me an email at
joannbarrl 0@msn.com . Emailing is a quick and cheap way of communicating important club information like reminders of club meetings,
rides, and other activities. We promise not to sell our list of addresses! We just need them so we can notify you of the good things happening
in the club.

Thanks,

Joann Barr

Corresponding Secretary

DuEs ARE DUE FOR 2010

Please use the membership form in this newsletter to mail your membership information and 2010 dues to our treasurer, Larry Shockling. A
request was put in by our fearless leader, the Queen Mum, to please try to refrain from giving Larry your dues at the banquet, so he can enjoy
socializing like the rest of us instead of having to be tied up for the evening playing our faithful bookkeeper and herder of fine funds. Larry
does a great job all year and shouldn’t be burdened with collecting dues at the banquet when he should be free to enjoy himself. We realize
that paying dues at the banquet is a convenience, but it is better to do that at a regular meeting or use the Post Office’s kindly services--
besides, what with e-mail etc. cutting into the number of epistles sent via paper in the old-fashioned way, the P.O. would doubtless appre-
ciate the business!



Attention all membams who have submitted beginning mileage mepors this year --
you lmow who youw are. December has arrwed! Please subnmut your ending
mikages before Jan. 8%

Mate: vour Dec. 31, 2008 milesge will be vour beginning mileage for Jan 1, 2010

Four Winds Mileage Contest
Jan 1, 2000 to December 31, 2009

o

Ending Mileage Farm—"Year _ 2009__

i Mail Form to:
Bfilea oe Cloptest
Addmess; oio Tirn Pears
_ 555 Boee Stop Bd.
Ko L Tew Castle P& 16101
: of E-mail to

Shite: £ip: ; 5

——————— R tirnndianciEeome astnct
Fharme Hurmbar | |

Waks s Wodslf Year Ending Milzags

Bik=1
Bik= 2
Eikz 3

Mileage submitted must be an honest record of the odometer readings for
the Motoroycles wou currenthy own, operate and submit for the beginning
and end of the Z00% vear. ¥ou can submit the mileage from one bike or all
of the bikes wvou own. The sum of miles wou attain on all of vour bikes
combined will produce this vear s winner.

The highest mileage submitted at the end of the year will win a $25 gift
certificate to refill vour tank at:

10



2010 4-Winds Dues Submission form:

Memb er Mamie:

Address:

Post Office: State: Zipcode:

E-mnail Address:

Avdiditiconal Merahers ' Mares §@f amy):

Associate hlemnboers' Hamwes §f ammy):

Mumibar of Menbers ' Dues svhmidtted: X$15=-%
Munber of Assortaies’ Dues subandhied : X¥r=0-=%
Towal: §

Pleare nxale ot your dues check for yourself and other menidbers and ascociaies: moyour fanaly o 4 Windz BV
Riders" amd madl ot with dhis conp leied forna to:

Larry Shockling, T reasurer,
4 VWind s BMYW Riders of Pihurgh,
116 Tewn Drere
Pitshwurgh, PA 15230
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WEST BREAKFAST RIDE

Nov. 14, 2009
by Walt Halaja
Members present were John & Joann Barr, John Bauerlein, David
Manfredo, David McLaughlin, Larry Morley, Ralph Meyer, Paul
White, & Walt Halaja! Members, that’s “HEAVY DUTY” for the
west breakfast. We had to wait quite some time for a table to fit us,
unlike KINGS at the North Breakfast with the private room Ron
“Reddy K” Latkovic lines up for us, so we just had to wait.

After breakfast we did a couple of photos gathered around Dave
Manfredo’s brand new 2009 K1300GT; Dave traded his red RT in at
EUROPEAN CYCLES so if any one has an interest to buy it, be sure
to get to European before it’s gone.

John & Joann were checking their PA map to determine the route
they wanted to take on their ride; John Bauerlein & Dave McLaughlin
(who came in his pickup—a couple of weeks ago his GS got buggered
up by a cager who pull out in front of him) headed home while Dave
Manfredo, Ralph, Paul White, Larry Morley & I decided to do a 1/2
loop of my Olgebay Park, WV. ride. Actually, we tried this same ride
last month & got turned around at Bethany, WV because of a parade,
but this month it worked out just fine. We took a pit stop at Cross
Creek Lake where we sort of split up: Paul headed toward Dave
McLaughlin’s neck of the woods to visit with Dave & Larry peeled
off toward his home, while Ralph, Dave M., & I headed East on 50
“till 980 where I split with them as they headed toward Rt. 79. Ralph
was heading home, and Dave wanted to stop at European when he
hit Rte 19 off 910 where the two of them split.

Well, for Nov. the 14th, we had a great day to ride, “Wall to Wall
sunshine with temps in the mid 60’s” (NICE!) From Bob Evans I
logged 89.9 miles & the ride took a little less than 2 & 1/2 hours!

Waur
o

NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE
11/1/2009
Ralph Meyer
Thanks to the preceding week’s ministrations of Ron “Reddy K”
Latkovic, Super Bob, VIP King’s manager, headed off the Blue-Haired
religiosi ladies who keep trying to grab the front room from us by
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putting up a “Reserved for 4 Winds” sign on the door. We, in turn, in
appreciation for the nice cool sunny riding weather and Super Bob’s
efforts, just about filled the front room with riders, (15 all told! and
the one airhead travelling late comer, Keith, made 16) conversation,
laughter, tire-kicking, and munching of fine King’s fare.

After an hour or so...and probably a good bit of ‘so’...I didn’t
check my watch for time...we headed out to the bikes to schmooze
some more and ogle the various additional farkles that had appeared
since the last time we saw each other. Ron L. has really dressed up
his mount, Reddy-K! He picked up a couple of night cutters that
mount on the turn signals—said they cost less—like 70-80 bucks—
compared to the BMW parts that enabled their mounting—Tlike twice
that almost—if my sad sack memory is correct. And, of course, there’s
the Chrome timing belt cover on the front of the engine, not to men-
tion a neat windshield, sissy bar bag, etc. Some of Ron’s other riding
buddies are Harley guys—so I suspect a bit of that rubs off by asso-
ciation as farkeling bikes with nice chrome is a known and well
documented Harley Habit. Ha! And he has a neat Russell seat too
that he got for a great price, I think over the internet, and he sez he’s
been out all day long and not a sore bum in all those miles! Russells
are known for that! Good going all the way around, Ron!

Anyway, after Walt got his camera set up and a couple of pic-
tures shot (some of which grace this note), there was more discus-
sion as to where to go. The southern contingent, John Allen, Ed
Tatters, et al. decided that a nice tasty foray would be to head down
around some “Mountain Momma” (WVa) back roads while several
of us, not being into a ride quite that long, and with homes located
more centrally and north, thought of heading, maybe, up Zielienople
way and over to the Woolslayer--a rather nice covered bridge in Brush
Creek Park. Sounded like a couple of nice plans, and that we did,
while others with, perhaps, honeydo lists, wended their ways home
with some, like Sonny Robison, getting in a nice ride anyway since
they lived at some distance.

Walt, Ron (Reddy K), and I headed for the Woolslayer, doing
fine until the discovery that 588 was blocked some miles from Zelie,
so we sort of followed a detour, and a couple of byways that looked
like they’d get us to Brush Creek Park, only to discover the dang
road block was right at the bridge before the entrance to the park.
Not a bad situation were it not for the fact that the park entrance was
on the other side of the blocked bridge from where we were. After a
consultation as to whether to call it a day and head back to Zelie, the
guys left it in my hands, so we took an East-North-South roundabout
of some miles that finally brought us out on the correct side of the
blockage, whence we got into the park and to the bridge. Three
people were already there: a photographer and a quite rotund lady in
a white wedding dress, and her apparently new husband in a white



suit. The photog was getting shots of them schmoozing at the en-
trance to the bridge from inside apparently to frame the couple with
the bridge, and was not happy when we parked our bikes on the road
at the entrance to the path to the bridge. So, being the nice guys we
are, despite the fact that we thought the pictures would look spiffier
with the bikes in ‘em, we moved ‘em up the road so all they had as
background were some old bare trees—not as nice looking, we thought
as the bikes!

Eventually the couple left waving their thanks for debeautifying
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their final pictures by the removal of our bikes from their background
(hahahaha), and we were able to amble over, get a couple of shots of
the bridge, and amble back to the road.

At that point we got Ron to take the lead, as he knew of a place
that sold MC leather goods somewhere on 35, and knew how to get
there. He thought they’d be open till 3PM, so off we went. How-
ever, once on 35 headed south, Ron thought we’d missed the turn to
the place, and as it was getting on in the day, we all decided to just
take 35 south to the ‘Burgh, splitting off as we got to the various
spots we needed to get to to head home. And that we did. Conse-
quently we never got to the leather goods place and the family bud-
gets remained in decent shape thereby.

It turned out (as usual) to be a lovely breakfast, fine camarade-
rie, and a great day for riding. I suspect the guys that headed for the
WVa roads found it the same. So, we’ll see ya at the next B-Ride or
meeting, for more fun in the future.

Ratpy

PS: The ‘new’ bike in the group picture is Sonny’s Montana. I
don’t remember what year it is, but I’ve never seen it look any differ-
ent than a new bike fresh off the dealer’s floor would look. I have no
idea how he does that!

The ride to the Woolslayer from King's - all over Robin Hood's barn due to a
road block right at the woolslayer entrance, the location of which block we
didn’t know until we stumbled on it.
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THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN...
selected by Walt Halaja

Road Story

by George Mastovich

Bormatimes you uel have 8 waird day Wednasday wae like that | had o ogo ait af towm (o werk. | rained: and
ratnad; and raimed Mirgsulausly, | steyed nige and dry maida my Danan;

Then thare was the fraffic, A howling snake of 3UVs, equipped for the undra or the desert. Somehow 3l siuck
on PA Route 26 instead. All heading for the mall for their off-oad adveniure - at The Gap. Maybe T these
deaih-baxas had a2 large bright light in the rear that only I when the call-phone wag in use. Maybe i the shape of
a scarlet letier.

| found my exit the first frme through. That s almost a3 miraculous as &ying dry i 2 Darien, O the four lane
A L e HEl inta town. Taking # amsy Watehing oot for 1he carsening BUVears, Cob the PLAs on for added
impact. Nah - got the PlédAs on to avoid mpact.

Inta the oulskirs of the towm. Nice and easy. Keap an eyabali pesked. blah, biah, blah,

At the second siop 5ign o from the: four Iane | bear a siren. Check the mimors. Flashing lights. | pull over & let
the ambulance pass, Probably some unfortunate who had ane yam leg many.

But ft it an ambuiance and B pUlis off e road bening me. PSP Pennsyivanis State Polies. The
Commomnwealth’s merciless highway revenie collectons.

"Fudl off 'on thal side stieet where we won'l block Iraffic”. Strange < miy Fowhiner |5 big, bat not a traffic
blocker, Down the side street we go. | stop and fasten down my very best insincere smie bafore: | pull off iy
hedmet,

Gea, Officer. What was | doing™

He's waiking around the bike. Staring at the falring lowers. | figure s a stolen bike slop. He looks over and
checks ot rmy Wit Kest. He backs off and stanes intonthyat my saddisbage.

Hificer, what was | dolng wrong.” | gently repeal.
He fimally lomks suer ot ma He's 2 yaung gy Cromaybe 'm just e darmnsd sld.
“0h, e says, you Were Gaming up the hill a iirtke hel” *'m giving you & YWarning.”

Lean hear the noise, even though Harrisburg is 200 miles amay. The Pennsylvania Slate Police Headouerkss
buiidireg juest collapsed. Theras a3 mogue trooper out thare. The last Waming gwven by the PSP s on edidbit in the

Commamvealih Civil 'War Museumn, They gave it 1o Jeb Stuart just outside of Getlysburg, it's the real resson he
w3 e for the batiie

I'fnen the young rooper comes over to mvy left and looks at my nstrumend pod. With greal Iascmation. From
the comer of his mouth he savs, "Lemme s6e your liosnss”

Fage 3

14



Finally e stares s hard in the eve, “Whal wear & this®
‘g
"'ve gt an 88 K100RS. The pearl white and blue ong. Where do you get your work dong?”

Off we go. He tells his stories. Distaste with a local dealer. A bad expenence with a local independent wrench
when he fied to get some damage repaired after s bike got pushed over in 2 parking lot. How he rode 3 Harley
in Germany. And vowed 10 get 5 beemer after spending too much tme unsuccessiully irying fo keep up with
K-takes on the aulobahn,

We exchanged cards. 1 gave him the mame of a painter. Told him about Shack Pack, o do his own work.
Fointed out andther dealer he could use. Told him how he could get a Wrist Rest Imaled him fo the nex club
meesing - not untl Febniany. It's amazing how fast twe people can forget sbows & freezing downpour while they
kick lires by the side ol e road,

Wa congratiated each other on our excelient taste in bikes. Then | started o pull away. Thirty minles |ate
for my appointrmant. He walkad back to Rls cruiser, then tumed and ran koward me waving his hands,

*ob, | almosl forgat - hesers your Waming.
Guess fhat | couldn't expedt 0 skate completely. Weird day.

gbm
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Updating Email Address List: JoAnn Barr has agreed to help collect and update an email address list for occasional meeting and event
notifications. Please send your current address to her at ~ joannbarrl 0@msn.com

2010 Meeting Locations: Please submit any suggestions for meeting locations to Diane Pears. Let us know what type of venues you prefer
and if you are willing to host one. Would you like to have more “content” or “substance” to the meetings, and if so, in what ways?

MOA “Host An Event”: We’re looking for a volunteer to help organize one or more of these presentations as mentioned at last month’s
meeting. It could be done at a regular monthly meeting or as a separate event.

A letter from the MOA is offering free resources for one hour seminars which anyone could present at meetings, at dealerships, or as tech
sessions at our rally. They will send kits with all materials included. The number of participants should be specified, and some of the
A/V materials will need returned when finished. The topics available are:

Intersections - Motorist Awareness

Share the Adventure - Group Riding

Street Smart - Rider Perception Workshop

Riding Straight - Alcohol Awareness (drunk goggles included!)

Seasoned Rider - Aging Awareness

Door Prizes: The NOJ Neck Wind Block Triangle was won by Kevin Hart. BMW deluxe pens were won by Sherry Hartz, the Hartz’
Grandson, Jack Bramkamp, Ed Syphan and Diane Pears.

50/50: Won by Dan Weaver

Next Meeting: Will be the Holiday Banquet at the Radisson in Greentree, Jan. 16th .

Continued from page 2

Respecteutty Sugmmen,

Diane Pears, RecorbiNG SECRETARY

&
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720
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How po I join
Four Winps BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-

mary membership, and $7.50 per year for

associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The meeting? The Meeting??? What meeting? There will be NO meeting
this month (December)--except for the Breakfast Rides--in deference to
the Winter Solstice Holidays... And so you can save up for and have time

to get your banqet reservations in to our fine treasurer, Larry Shockling.
(See p. 3 for the banquet reservation form). Git ‘er Done! C’ya at the
Radisson!




