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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

HAPPY AND
SAFE RIDING
IN THE NEW
YEAR!

As all of you are aware the club has had some
difficulty in attracting new leaders to serve
in continuing the wonderful tradition of the
Four Winds BMW Riders. I came into the
club four years ago recruited by Gary Smith,
a good friend and a leader in the club. I attended Four Winds rallies for years before
joining the club. The Four Winds rally is a
jewel among rallies and I have always marveled at the dedication of the members to
make it such a great rally.
In my relatively short time as a member
of the club I have met and ridden with many
members who love motorcycles and are just
generally good and generous people. This
club has a distinguished history within the
BMW community and so many people have
contributed generously to make the club what
it is today. When I saw Nancy’s letter and
plea to step up to the plate and I happened to
mention it to Gary Smith he said to me, as
only Gary can say in such a direct way,
“Vince, You got to do it.” This started me
reflecting on the shack sessions I have attended at Gary’s and also at Al Vangura’s
house. These guys have given so much of their
time to the club and I really owe whatever
modest mechanical skills I have to these and
other members who participated.
I also rode to the West Bend rally with
Sean Barrett and camped with Four Winds
people at the rally and had a great time. As I
reflect on the many people I have met through
the club and what I gained, I felt an obligation to assist in keep the club going. So here
it is. I will serve and do my best to keep all
of the good activities in the club continuing
as always. I believe the members are the club
and from what I can see we have a great bunch
of guys and gals. The only agenda I would
put forth for the club is that we attempt to
put in place a plan to recruit some younger
members. I can say this because I am one of
the old guys, but not the oldest. Four Winds
people in my experience are great people to
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JANUARY BANQUET INFO:
The Annual Banquet of the Four
Winds BMW Riders will be held on
Sat., Jan. 16, 2009 from 6:0011:00PM at the Radisson Hotel in
Greentree. There will be a cash bar
from 6-7PM and a Buffet Supper at
7PM. Cost is $27/person. See directions on the back page and the reservation form on p. 3.
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and
pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors. Author’s permission should be obtained before
any form of republication.
Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must
be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meeting of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g., Jan
Banquet: Jan 16; Feb. issue
deadline: Tues., Jan 19th). Articles/Info rec’d after deadline
go in next month’s newsletter.
Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as attachments with “4 Winds Newsletter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:
<meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:
Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720
Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.
Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.
Long articles may be split between
issues.
National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is chartered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA
Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Download a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader ’
button
at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter provided.

MEETING SCHEDULE
2010

ONGOING EVENTS

Mark the dates on your calendars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.
Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.
January 16, 2010 — Annual
Club Banquet, 6:00-11 PM, at
The Radisson Hotel, 101
Radisson Dr., Pgh., 15205
February, 2010 — TBA
March, 2010 — TBA
April, 2010 — TBA
May, 2010 — TBA
June, 2010 — TBA
July, 2010 — TBA
August, 2010 — Friday, August
19 to Sunday, August 21
44th Annual Four Winds
Rally!
September, 2010 — TBA
October, 2010 — TBA
November, 2010 — TBA
December, 2010 — No Monthly
Meeting

2009 SHACK SCHEDULE
Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for the
Shack locations and dates to help
keep us smiling through the winter, and keep ‘em rolling!

be around, who come from diverse backgrounds and yet know how to help one another and have good time together. I believe
that people will be attracted to this. We may
just need to get the message out. My goal as
president will be to work with officers, members of the board and club to make the club
what the members want it to be. I would like
to listen to members who have been around
for longer than me and leave the club in good
health after my year is done. We have a great
club. Let’s continue and do what we should
be doing and that is riding, enjoying each
other’s company and assisting one another
in whatever ways we can.

VINCE
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Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form. Those
attending decide what they
want to do and where, if anywhere, they want to ride. If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME! EAT! CHAT! RIDE!
Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Jan 3 — North at King’s, I79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM
Sat, Jan 9 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM
Sun, Jan 17 — South at King's,
3049 Washington Pike, off Exit
54, I-79, Bridgeville, 10:00
AM
Sat, Jan 23 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22
Westbound
Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM
If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to notify others: It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particular Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so. That’ll
help save a rider from discovering too late that no one else
is going that day. The Breakfast Ride’s URL is: http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

BANQUET REGISTRATION

The FOUR WINDS BMW RIDERS’ Annual
Banquet

101 Radisson Drive, Pittsburgh 15205

Saturday, January 16, 2010
6:00 - 7:00PM -Cash Bar
7:00PM -Buffet Style Dinner
Dinner followed by Entertainment ‘til 11:00PM
Bring non-digital (new or old) Four Winds photos for viewing at the Photo
Table

$27.00 /person
(special ‘Four Winds’ Room Rate available: $95 with “Sleep Number” beds)

Directions to the Radisson Hotel Pittsburgh Greentree:
FROM DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH:
Follow signs for 376 West towards the airport. You will eventually pass over the Fort Pitt Bridge and through the Fort Pitt
Tunnel. As you exit the tunnel you will continue on 376 West towards the airport. Go 2 miles and take Exit 67 Green
Tree/Crafton. The ramp will split, bear left on the exit. At the stop sign make a left onto Mansfield Avenue. Go straight through
two lights and The Radisson Hotel will be the next drive on the right.
FROM THE SOUTH HILLS:
Take Route 19 North (Washington Road) and follow it to Cochran Road. Turn left onto Cochran Road and follow to Green Tree
Road (Route 121 North). Bear right onto Green Tree Road. Green Tree Road crosses over 376 overpass. As you cross over,
please stay in left-hand lane. The 1st traffic light over the bypass you will turn left onto Mansfield Avenue. Go straight through
two lights and The Radisson Hotel will be the next drive on the right.

----------------------------RSVP by January 10, 2010-----------------------

Name :______________________________________________________________________
# attending : x $27.00 = (enclose this amount)_______________________________________
Send check (made payable to Four Winds BMW Riders) to:
Larry Shockling, Treasurer

116 Teton Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15239
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BANQUET SLIDE SHOW
‘Trick Barrett is making up a slide show of club members, places been and seen, and activities in 2009 about what our club members have
been up to, to show during happy hour at our January 16th Banquet at the Radisson Hotel in Greentree. If you have pictures you would like
to put in the show that you’ve taken of you and/or your club’s motorcycling activities during 2009, OR pictures from earlier days that you
think would be of interest, you can e-mail them (if you haven’t already) to Trick at triiku@gmail.com; Trick is making up the slide show to
use at the banquet. Please get any pictures you want in to Trick before the banquet, but preferably, ASAP.

SEND US YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS
4 Winds is trying to get everybody’s correct email address. If you think we don’t have your correct address please send me an email at
joannbarr10@msn.com . Emailing is a quick and cheap way of communicating important club information like reminders of club meetings,
rides, and other activities. We promise not to sell our list of addresses! We just need them so we can notify you of the good things happening
in the club.
Thanks,
Joann Barr
Corresponding Secretary

DUES ARE DUE FOR 2010
Please use the membership form in this newsletter to mail your membership information and 2010 dues to our treasurer, Larry Shockling. A
request was put in by our fearless leader, the Queen Mum, to please try to refrain from giving Larry your dues at the banquet, so he can enjoy
socializing like the rest of us instead of having to be tied up for the evening playing our faithful bookkeeper and herder of fine funds. Larry
does a great job all year and shouldn’t be burdened with collecting dues at the banquet when he should be free to enjoy himself. We realize
that paying dues at the banquet is a convenience, but it is better to do that at a regular meeting or use the Post Office’s kindly services-besides, what with e-mail etc. cutting into the number of epistles sent via paper in the old-fashioned way, the P.O. would doubtless appreciate the business!

FOR SALE
Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
2004 BMW R1150RS: 9400 miles, 6 spd, ABS, heated handgrips, BMS side and top cases, BMW side case protectors, BMW
tank rucksack, Original manuals, toolkit, purchase docs, etc. Throttle meister, engine guards, Aeroflow headlight cover, carbon fiber yoke protector. Decent Metzeler Z6 tires. Just PA inspected and given good bill of health at European Motorcycles.
Bodywork is perfect. Small blemish on right side case. $8200 Larry Shockling, shockla@aol.com Ph.: 724 327 6922 http://
picasaweb.google.com/LShockling/BMW2004R1150RSSept09Shockling?feat=directlink
2005 R1200RT: 28k miles. $11,500. All dealer serviced. New front tire and front brakes. Heated seats & grips. BMW Cruise
Control. BMW Alarm. BMW Tankbag. Extra BWM Accessory outlet wired to battery. Contact Trent Dennison:
trentden@juno.com
1981 R80GS: Mileage-unknown; Color-frame silver, tank and fenders black; Call Al Vangura, for the fine print. Ph.: 724-7362884 Home, 412-759-4117 Cell, or e-mail: bigalvan@verizon.net.

On the Net...

Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what
it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.
Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so.
A Motorcycle Assembles Itself: http://www.wired.com/autopia/2009/12/suzuki-motorcycle-assembles-itself/ . Sent in by John Rolin.
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DUES SUBMISSION FORM

2010 4-Winds Dues Submission form:
Member Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________
Post Office:__________________________________State:_________Zipcode:_________
E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

Additional Members’ Names (if any):

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Associate Members’ Names (if any):

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Number of Members’ Dues submitted: _________ X $15 = $_____________
Number of Associates’ Dues submitted: _________ X $7.50 = $_____________
Total: $_____________

Please make out your dues check for yourself, and other members and associates in your family to “4 Winds BMW
Riders” and mail it with this completed form to:
Larry Shockling, Treasurer,
4 Winds BMW Riders of Pittsburgh,
116 Teton Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15239
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THE WIERD PHOTO CONTEST
Bring to the banquet prints of the wierd, strange, or odd things you took pictures of while on a ride this past year, and give your picture(s) to
the Wierd (picture) Judging Committee. The rider the committee judges to have taken a picture of the oddest, wierdest, or strangest thing
this past year will get a prize! So bring your odd pictures to the banquet. You might go home with a nice prize.

OLD PHOTOS
The board hopes to have photos taken years back of club activities on a table at the banquet for your to feast your eyes on during happy hour.
So, if you have some pictures (prints, that is) of past club activities, members, etc. that you think would be interesting to see and remember,
please bring them to the banquet to put on the table of photos of times past.

INTRODUCING THE
NEW DOHC BOXER ENGINE
CONFIGURATION FOR THE 2010 R 1200 GS, R 1200 GS ADVENTURE AND THE R 1200 RT.
The new DOHC cylinder heads are designed and built for even higher engine speeds than former oil-head boxers. They are not only more
powerful than the previous generation but they are more efficient too. This new Boxer engine, like the engine featured on the race-proven
BMW HP2 Sport, is equipped with two overhead chain-driven camshafts (DOHC) per cylinder. Radial arrangement of the four valves
allows for a very compact combustion chamber configuration, and like that of the previous generation, the fuel/air mixture is ignited by two
spark plugs. Valves are operated by very light rocker arms able to cope easily with higher engine speeds.
However, whether the ‘home wrench’ can still easily adjust valves doesn’t seem to be addressed in the information. If valves are
adjusted with cam followers with shims, the fun and games then starts as these are more difficult to handle in a way than the old screw and
locknut adjusters. And of course, as with all the latest bikes, these are ‘black box oriented’ with fuel and ignition controlled by the mysteries
only the engineers in the farther caves at BMW understand. Mostly. And the techs trained by them. Is this a Simon Sez, “Take 2 steps
forward” or is it a Simon Sez “2 steps back!” from a home mech point of view? Hmmmm. Are airheads more desirable? Anyone?

EAST BREAKFAST RIDE
NOV. 28, 2009
by Walt Halaja
It was a great day for a ride to breakfast at Dicks Diner: dry, squeaky
clean roads and clear conditions! The only drawback was the temps.
With a start at 36 degrees at 08:30 hrs. it was 38 degrees by the time
I hit 376 eastbound next to the ‘Burgh., “I know; whenever you get
next to, or in town, it’s always warmer. Ha!”
I arrived right at 09:00 hrs. to see just some BMWs in the lot
with no one standing around outside talking, which is not usually the
case. I think cold temps chased them in. So how did I know it was 9
O’clock without checking my watch? Well, for the 1st time I heard
the church bells proclaiming the time. We had just enough fellows
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present to sit in the old smoking section so as to have
our favorite waitress attend to us. Dave Manfredo,
Ralph Meyer, Sonny Robison, Holly Stanton, Paul
White, and, of course, me, Walt Halaja. Absent was
“Reddy K” (Ron Latkovic) who was the first to post
that he “might make it.” We got a chuckle out of that
because Reddy K. is our main Man at the North Breakfast and we know that is usually the only one he attends.
After picture taking, I was on a mission to ride out
Ralph’s way to install a wonderful gift given to me from
Dave Manfredo: a “BMW Motorrad Navigator 111”
that came off the R1200RT that he traded in a few weeks
ago on a beautiful new K1200GT! What a wonderful
gift! Thanks again, Dave—and that will be in print! I
also wanted to stop at European Cycle to make sure
about the electrical connection. Dave also wanted to
ride over that way to look for a new helmet. Paul likes
to ride, and most of the time he doesn’t care where as
he just likes to ride! However, we like to keep him off
the Interstates because he likes to overtake our brothers and sisters who ride Harleys. Holly was up for a short ride because she had an appointment back in Murrysville at 11:30 hrs, so
she followed along on the ride northwest until Oakmont and then
split there. Sonny headed home. Ralph cut off at Rtes 910 and 8
while Dave, Paul, and I headed to the shop. I checked in at the repair
shop with Marcel, who is one of my favorite Mechanics; he was back
for some part time work! Dave didn’t get his helmet, but tried several on and just didn’t find the right fit. We 3 split there, Dave and
Paul headed home while I headed back to Ralph’s where we successfully installed the GPS. It worked great all the way home! So it
looks like I’m in the front Row with my new “Navigator 111” plus I
had breakfast with good friends and club members!

WALT

NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE
12/6/2009
It was a cold and blustery morning when the Cap’n said to the crew,
“Somebody tell me a story.” So the First Mate got up and said, “It
was a cold and sunny morning when the temperature was twenty
three, but Super Ron had spoken to Super Bob, and the room was
lined up for 4 Winds, and John Allen has posted, “Is anybody coming?” And a bunch said “Yes! And so they did...” And the Cap’n
was happy with the story, as there were eleven riders present: John
Allen, Frank Beatrous, Jack Bramkamp, Walt Halaja, Carl Hartz,
Ron Kranz, Ron Latkovic, Ralph Meyer, Larry Morley, Paul White,
and Ed Zahn to enjoy the fine King’s fare, kick tires, settle world
events, and generally enjoy the warm sunlight streaming through the
front windows after cool, but invigorating rides—clearly the mark of
cool motorcyclists.
Along with the camaraderie, the highlight of the day occurred as
each of us arrived in the room as “Elphis,” the King (Latkovic) presented every rider, and the cute waitress, with a red and white striped
candy cane to the tune of a jolly “Merry Christmas!.” We suspect
that Ron has an in with that jolly round red riding outfitted fellow
who resides most of the year at the North Pole as he was wearing an
official red and green Santaesque Elphin hat. We also received very
strict instructions that this year, for once, we were to behave ourselves at the Banquet while he was Emceeing, as his hat is in the
club ring for that lofty Banquet activity. Of course, none of us agreed
to that, but what the hey, hey? What’s the use of an expensive Beemer
if you can’t have fun, huh?
Ron also got the ‘inside’ pictures of us chewing the proverbial
rag, eggs, toast, potatoes, etc. while Walt took the shot of the gang
outside that featured John’s Honda VFR with the pull-rope starter...
That’s right. Next time John’s out on his VFR, check the right side
of the bike at the top rear of the clutch casing. You will see Honda’s
fine pull rope handle with the clear marking, ‘Start’ on it. (See the
pictures! And Pictures don’t lie! Do they?) With such goodies as
that, who cares if the bike has a self-starter (I haven’t used my electric start on the Royal Enfield in months, it having the old fashioned
kick starter along with the electron operated bit of modern fahoozalie
for starting that us old-timers never knew nuffin’ about for years).
In any event after Walt got the picture, we all headed off our
separate ways to wherever we were going. I imagine such rides were
a little longer than just one to head back home. I know mine was. I
decided it was too dang nice a day just to head home, and besides,
the temp had got all the way up to 26° and my Gerbings was working
again [it didn’t on the way over because I’d put on the electric gloves

along with the jacket liner and the dang Canbus computer decided to
shut the plugin down as it musta figured both were drawing too much
juice. Gotta fix that ona these days! ] as I left the gloves unplugged
this time around [and the Canbus computer remained happy]. I saw
some nice roads I hadn’t been on before and took ‘em, so I now know
a few more new ones. Neat. Most enjoyable Sunday Morning I must
say.

RALPH
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A Favorite Pass Time—cont’d
L’Etape no. 4: Lanslebourg to Vinadio: La Route Des Grandes Alpes
The sun greeted us again in the morning! From Lanslebourg we headed west to St.
Martin d’Arc and then south, following the path of the 2008 Tour de France up the Col
de Telegraphe (1570 m) and further up the Col du Galibier (at 2642 m another high
pass). The French named this scenic road “La Route Des Grandes Alpes”. Due to their
recent Tour appearance, road conditions on these passes were excellent. Both cols are
ascents of the “premiere category”, the most difficult classification in the Tour. We were
amazed by the number of bicycle riders that make it up these high passes – some may
have been in their 50’s. Respect! Professional photographers took our pictures as we
rode around the tightest turns and we could order prints from their website.
Our next pass was the Col du Lautaret (2058 m) on the way to Briancon. We continued
along the scenic Route Des Grandes Alpes through Ecrins National Park and into
Queyras National Park, then following the 2006 Tour route up the Col d’Izoard (2361 m)
and the high Col d‘Agnel (2748 m) just to the southeast, crossing back into Italy. We
encountered little traffic – this was nice since most roads only 1.5 lanes wide. A mine
car on top of Izoard reminded us of the silver mining history in this region.
Pass #5 for today was Col de Sampeyre – almost impossible to find without a guide
book and a GPS. The road went up a 14% grade to a top elevation of 2284 m. We saw
lots of dirt riders on mostly BMW GSs and KTMs. This is an absolutely gorgeous road,
very little traveled, often single lane, mostly through woods (the timberline is at 2100 m
in this area). Doug called it a paved hiking trail. It gets interesting when you face
oncoming traffic in the turns. The car drivers (mostly locals) are quite aware of
motorcycle traffic and we found them to be respectful and courteous. The driver or rider
headed uphill usually has the right-of-way. Not surprisingly, we encountered quite a few
other bikers on this stretch – some of them showed us they really knew what they were
doing...
We rode east almost to the city of Cuneo, then headed south to Borgo and west again
down the Valle Stura where we started looking for a hotel. We found the Hotel Italia in
the village Vinadio where Bill used Spanglish to negotiate the rooms (the signorina
wanted to give Bill and me a king bed but we're not good enough friends for that yet…).
Dinner was pizza at the restaurant across the street – not too many choices here.
308 km across six passes today marked our most impressive riding yet. It required full
concentration every second of the ride; there was not a single moment where we could
take our eyes off the ball.
Walking around Vinadio that evening, we discovered the 19th century fortress Albertino
which is strategically positioned to control access to four valleys to defend the Piedmont
region against French invaders. We also visited the old parish church of San Fiorenzo
dating back to 1321 with incredibly rich artwork, wood carvings, paintings and
sculptures.
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Stagione Cinque: Bella Italia, Bella Francia. On the Footsteps of European Warriors
One of the passes controlled from Vinadio is the Col de la Lombarde. It starts out with
12 tight switchbacks over less than a mile – a great morning workout. I saw a couple of
marmots dashing across my path – run them over and go down or try avoid them and
go down? Luckily they were a lot smarter that I thought and escaped just in time.
Along the way to the col we made a detour to visit the Sanctuary of Santa Anna, built in
1680 overlooking the Stura valley. It served as a hospice for travelers and is a popular
site for pilgrimages. We found beautifully carved wooden sculptures and other artwork.
At the col (2350 m), there are several ruins of troop quarters and defense structures.
Crossing over Lombarde led us back into France and through the ski resort of Isola
2000. We continued into the valley to the town of Isola, where we headed southeast on
a long loop ride that would takes us up the Col de la Coiullole (1678 m), a small pass
road that often serves as a stage on the famous Rally Monte Carlo. We had to use the
horn a lot to warn oncoming traffic before heading around the switchbacks because
many turns were blind. Oncoming traffic relies on the same signaling which works out
surprisingly well. European riders stuck their right foot out to thank us after we let them
pass – nice gesture and it keeps both hands on the controls!
Riding through the Village of Entraunes I discovered a tighly twisting road leading to a
small village high up in the mountains. We decided to take it – all single lane but paved
- and arrived in Chateauneuf d’ Entraunes, a tiny settlement high above the valley. The
passages along “main street” between the crude stone masonry houses were less than
6 ft wide. The GPS did not indicate that we would be able to continue from here other
than on dirt roads so we enjoyed the ride back down and continued along the valley
through the Mercantour National Park and up the Col de la Cayolle (2326 m). The
weather turned increasingly cloudy so we started to map out a return route to Vinadio
where we had decided to stay another night. We rode through Barcelonette and east to
Jausiers, then southeast towards the Col de la Bonette – Restefond, at 2802 m the
highest Alps pass. We took only a short break at the top as the weather was turning to
rain. On the way down Bill and I stopped to don our raingear. Doug caught up with us
but decided that he would try heading back towards Jausiers in search of better weather
on the north side of the pass. Bill and I completed the loop to back to Isola and over the
Col de la Lombarde to Vinadio while Doug stayed dry riding back into the Stura valley
from the French side. We met again at the hotel after 297 km and another great, full
riding day!
Dinner was Pizza again – not much to choose from, and no gourmet chefs on duty on a
Saturday night. The village kids hung out in the local disco that blasted loud music until
past midnight.
Although there would have been a lot more riding left for us in this area, the weather
report looked bad for the next few days so we decided to head back east the next
morning.
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Day 6 – Vinadio to Pontresina: Following the Sunshine
We decided to head towards the Swiss-Italian border region east of St. Moritz. The
hotel staff was not ready for breakfast yet so we decided to ride to the first rest stop on
the Autostrada north of Cuneo for Sunday brunch. Doug suffered a slight panic attack
as he lost his ignition key. Mille grazie to a bellissima signorina who found it on the floor
next to the chair where he had hung his jacket. We continued, then past Torino, Milano
and into Bellinzona, Switzerland where the Autostrada ends.
We crossed the San Bernardino pass (2065 m) and continued east to the town of
Splügen, then south across the Splügen pass (2113 m) back into Italy. Our ride took us
east again, across the Maloja pass into the Engadin valley. At the top there is a huge
Hotel that offered excellent room rates but unfortunately it was closed. We had to ride
on to St. Moritz or beyond, fearing that the night might become expensive.
Splügen taught us another variation of pass riding: negotiating cars and cows together
on 1.5 lanes along the way up, with cow pies to make it a bit more interesting in finding
good lines around the turns. On the way down Bill kept us honest with the Carabinieri
clocking our speed. The back side of Splügen has many tight tunnels and lots of ruts
and potholes that made for an interesting ride also. Maloja was a lot more fun: it is a
"high speed" pass - up to 100 km/h on the straights, 2 full lanes wide and easy to see
around and through the turns.
We found a classy yet affordable hotel, the Palü, just outside Pontresina (past St.
Moritz). Contrary to all forecasts, the weather remained great - only a few sprinkles on
the Bernardino. The air cooled down for a clear night. We had an exquisite 4 course
dinner with Swiss Specialties: we all had Rösti (a kind of hashbrowns) baked with
cheese and a fried egg on top. Sachertorte for dessert marked the finish of another
gorgeous riding day, covering 562 km!
(Continued Next Month)

Jürgen checking his GPS at the top of a mountain pass
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And here’s Bill with the ubiquitous “Terrible Towel” ... Any Steelers in that
neighborhood? I doubt it.

MILEAGE SUBMISSION FORM
Attention all members who have submitted beginning mileage reports this year -you know who you are. December has arrived! Please submit your ending
mileages before Jan. 8th.
Note: your Dec. 31, 2009 mileage will be your beginning mileage for Jan 1, 2010!

Four Winds Mileage Contest
Jan 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009

Ending Mileage Form – Year __2009__
Name: ___________________________________
Address: _________________________________
City: _____________________________________
State: ____________

Zip: _____________

Mail Form to:
Mileage Contest
c/o Tim Pears
555 Rose Stop Rd.
New Castle, PA 16101
or E-mail to:
timndiane@comcast.net

Phone Number: (_______) ___________________

Make / Model / Year

Ending Mileage

Bike 1
Bike 2
Bike 3

Mileage submitted must be an honest record of the odometer readings for
the Motorcycles you currently own, operate and submit for the beginning
and end of the 2009 year. You can submit the mileage from one bike or all
of the bikes you own. The sum of miles you attain on all of your bikes
combined will produce this year’s winner.
The highest mileage submitted at the end of the year will win a $25 gift
certificate to refill your tank at:
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WEST BREAKFAST/RIDE
DEC. 12, 2009
FRANKFORT SPRINGS
by Walt Halaja
So you say “Oh No! Another breakfast report from Walt!” Well, it’s
just that I think the club should be somewhat transparent, & so when
something happens, I think you should know about it. Period! That
being the case, those present were Dave McLaughlin, Dave Manfredo,
Ralph Meyer, Paul White, & Walt Halaja! OK, it was cold: 15
degrees for me on that short ride over to Bob Evans—with my Electric vest on that doesn’t zip because I’m just too fat—but at one time
it did zip up, “Ha”—and with heated seat & hand grips on! I left my
heated gloves at home because I didn’t think I needed them & I was
right because I was pretty comfortable upon my arrival at Bob Evans.
Paul was already in getting a table for 8, but we only had 5 as it
turned out. We had 3 empty seats, ...so where were you? We had a
long breakfast & didn’t get out till 10:30 hrs. or so when Paul asked,
“Are we going to ride?”
“...A short one,” he said.
I was thinking, “Are you kidding me?” because I wanted to just
do breakfast: which I have said many times in the past. “Ha!” Well,
I hadn’t been to Frankfort Springs for some time, so I suggested that
we ride there, even though Paul & Ralph had already been there,
though Dave M. hadn’t. So they agreed, and off we went, the 4 of us.
Dave “2 Spark” headed home in his Miata after our picture taking—
which I messed up—I didn’t notice the sun flare—it’s hard to see
what’s on that screen in the back of the camera in the bright sunlight
like we had!
The roads were pretty good & the Temp had already recovered to
32 degrees so we made good time. Dave, Ralph, & I walked up to
the falls on the path that is in need of repair “Big Time.” I was the
only one to take a fall! Dave being the younger one was trying to
help the both of us & when he looked at my Boots he said “No wonder you fell—because they are the worst boots on ice!” There is a
story about those boots, but lets not get into that here! When we got
to the cliff, we took a couple more pictures & headed uphill to the
old building, then back to where Paul had been keeping a close eye
on the bikes for us all.
I said that instead of just backtracking, maybe we could stay on
Rt. 18 north & pick up Rt. 30 & head back that way, or, better yet, we
could just cut across the Raccoon state park service road. I was a bit
concerned about the condition of that road, but turned into it anyhow
& found that that was the way to go. It seemed to be about 3 to 5
miles of very twisty road and even though we took it at low speed it
was still a joy to me!
Finally, at the intersection of Rt. 30 & Moon Clinton Rd.. I pulled
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Here are the springs B-Ride 12/12/2009

And here they are as they were on 2/14/2004. Note the
difference a couple of months make in the length of the
icicles! Picture below is of the historical marker. PW kept
an eye on the bikes while three of us hiked to the springs.

over to let the guys know I wanted to turn there & go behind the
airport runways: a route that would end up on Brodhead Rd. Ralph
said his GPS also said to turn there (he already had punched in to go

to his home on his GPS), PW belted out in usual VOICE “DON’T
WORRY ABOUT ME”, which I took to mean that he was going to
follow me all the way! Well, Moon Clinton crosses Rt. 60 “now 376
I believe”! I figured Ralph would take that route & he did: but guess
what? So did PW! Can you believe that? And I didn’t see him exit!
Well Dave & I traveled less than 1/4 mile, only to find out they had
closed that road to all traffic! We figured because of 911! When I
was a youngster we used to go back there once in a while & watch
the planes taking off. It was awesome to watch & the planes were
very low & loud. I told Dave what I wanted to do & he said he was
just going to use his GPS to get home, so we also split there. And
that’s how it was for the Dec. 12, 2009 breakfast ride with good
friends! The only problem we had was that there were 3 missing
from our table of 8. Was one of them you?
PS: The temp. registered on my bike when I got home was 40
degrees, very pleasant for a short ride!
PPS: Today (Sunday, the 13th) as I write this report, Pgh. was
hit “Big time” with an ice storm that shut down most all roads in our
area for about 6 hours, so it’s the truth that you have to pick & choose
in the winter months when to ride!

THE WAY WE WERE
BACK WHEN
Scanned in by Walt Halaja

WALT

BANQUET WIERD THINGS CONTEST
Be sure to bring to the banquet prints of the various wierd things you
saw on your rides throughout 2009. Give your pictures to a board
member who will pass them on to the “Wierd Thing Seen Contest”
judges panel. The judges will decide what is the wierdest thing seen
by any club member, and that member will be awarded a nice prize...
so don’t forget your pictures.

BANQUET OLD PICTURES
Also, be sure to bring with you an interesting picture of some club
activity, members, etc. from the past. These will be put on a table
for folks to view during the happy hour before the meal so all can see
some of the folks and things that were done by the club over the
years.
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AL VANGURA’S
LATEST
PROJECT
“Big Al,” Master Machinist par excellence, is at
it again! (Or should we say
‘still’?). This time, our good
friend Al’s making a
“BMWural.” ...Yep, you got
it, a Ural powered by a
BMW boxer, tranny, and final drive. Al has a penchant
for Urals, and they come out
of his shop better than
they’ve ever come out of
their factory in good ‘ol
Mother Russia! Here are a
couple of pics of what is going on in that famous shop
in Perryopolis. Neat, huh?
It’s going to be a beaut!
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MAP TO THE BANQUET
AT THE RADISSON HOTEL, GREENTREE

IT’S TO LAUGH
Sent in by Mark Tiedemann
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE BANQUET:

HOW DO I JOIN
FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?
To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.
Membership dues are $15 per year for primary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.
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Saturday, January 16th, 2010, 6:00-11:00 PM at the Radisson Hotel, 101
Radisson Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Cash Bar 6:00-7:00PM; 7:00PM Buffet Style Dinner
From The East and Downtown Pittsburgh:
Get on I-376West and follow it onto 279 South/West towards the airport
and cross the Fort Pitt Bridge into the Fort Pitt Tunnel on I-279 South.
Continue to Exit 4A (Greentree/Crafton). Take Exit 4A, and keep left
where the exit ramp splits. At the stop sign at Mansfield Avenue, turn
left onto Mansfield Avenue. Go straight through 2 stoplights. The
Radisson Hotel will be on the next drive to the right.
From the South Hills:
Take Rte 19 North (Washington Road) and follow it straight onto Cochran
Road (Rte 121 North) where Rte 19 turns right; Follow Cochran Road
to Green Tree Road (Rte 121 North). Bear right onto Green Tree Road.
Where Green Tree Road goes under the I-279 overpass, get or stay in
the left lane. At the 1st traffic light after the I-279 overpass, turn left
onto Mansfield Avenue. Go straight through 2 stoplights. The Radisson
Hotel will be the next drive on the right.
From the North:
Take I-279 South through the city, and cross the Fort Pitt Bridge into the
Fort Pitt Tunnel. After the tunnel, take Exit 4a (Greentree/Crafton)
and keep left where the exit ramp splits. At the stop sign at Mansfield
Avenue, turn left onto Mansfield Avenue. Go straight through 2 stoplights. The Radisson Hotel will be on the next drive to the right.

