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VINCE’S VERITIES
As I write this President’s letter fall is around
the corner and winter not far behind. Fall is
my favorite time of the year to ride with the
moderate temperatures and beautiful foliage.
In addition to the October meeting, I would
like to do an afternoon fall club ride and lunch,
before the next meeting if possible.
The October meeting should be very important since as of yet we do not have nominations for a president and treasurer. The club
has had a successful and I believe an enjoyable riding season. It goes without saying that
the board and other members such as rally
chair and newsletter editor have done a great
job along with all of the members who volunteered their time this year. However we need
new people to step up to the plate and serve.
A critical position next year will be rally chair.
I urge all members to either consider volunteering for a board or other position or encouraging other members to do so. As mentioned in one of my earlier letters I decided to
take the presidency after having been a member for a few years and attending the rally for
many years. My friend, Gary Smith, encouraged me and I thought I could make a contribution to keep the club going and hopefully
leaving it a little better after I left the office.
Four Winds BMW is a good club with a
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OCTOBER MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat., Oct.
16, 2010 at The Hofbrauhaus 2705 S.
Water St. in the Southside Works from
12–3PM. Meal will be from the menu.

1

PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and
pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors. Author’s permission should be obtained before
any form of republication.
Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must
be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meeting of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g., Oct.
Meeting: Oct. 16; Nov. issue
deadline: Tues., Oct. 19th).
Articles/Info rec’d after deadline
go in next month’s newsletter.
Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as attachments with “4 Winds Newsletter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:
<meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:
Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720
Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.
Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.
Long articles may be split between
issues.
National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is chartered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA
Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Download a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader ’
button
at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter provided.
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MEETING SCHEDULE 2010
Mark the dates on your calendars,
but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.
Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and updates.
October 16, 2010 12-3 PM — The
Hofbrauhous = South Side Works,
2705 South Water St, Pittsburgh, PA
15203
November 20, 2010 12-3 PM — The
Bella Luna Trattoria = Monroeville,
5060 William Penn Highway,
Monroeville, PA 15146
December, 2010 — No Monthly
Meeting
January 15, 2011 6 PM — Annual
Banquet

lot of interesting, fun and quirky people with
me being one of them. If I wanted to hang out
with normal people I would ride a Honda.
This club has been around a long time and
provided entertainment, structure and purpose
for a lot of BMW riders over the years. My
plea to the club is not to let this club flounder.
We need good leadership to move the club
ahead. While one of my agendas was to increase the number of younger members in the
club we were not successful at this although
we did increase the membership. We need to
have some good nominations at the October
meeting for the two remaining board members
so I ask all members to look around and come
up with good candidates even if it means looking in the mirror. We still have a lot of riding
left and the winter banquet will be here before
we realize it. Next year can be another great
year for the club with new ideas and enthusiasm if we have people who are willing to work
and lead. Will Four Winds go the way of the
old Packard’s club? I don’t think so, but the
fate of the club is in the membership’s hands.
Learn to lead in a nourishing manner.
Learn to lead without being possessive.
Learn to be helpful without taking the credit.
Learn to lead without coercion.
Lao Tzu, philosopher

V INCE

ONGOING EVENTS
Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form. Those
attending decide what they
want to do and where, if anywhere, they want to ride. If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME! EAT! CHAT! RIDE!
Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Oct 3 — North at King’s, I-79
& Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00 AM
Sat, Oct 9 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM
Sun, Oct 17 — South at King's,
3049 Washington Pike, off Exit
54, I-79, Bridgeville, 10:00
AM
Sat, Oct 23 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22
Westbound
Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM
If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to notify others: It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particular Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so. That’ll
help save a rider from discovering too late that no one else
is going that day. The Breakfast Ride’s URL is: http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

OUR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT
CURVY ROAD FUN
by Jürgen Brune
Everyone seems to be excited about Beartooth Pass and the Chief Joseph pass, so I did a quick comparison to check it out:.
The maps should plot at the same scale:
Beartooth Pass, some of the tightest turns:
http://maps.google.com/maps?source=s_q&hl=en&q=beartooth+pass&sll=44.974802,109.458236&sspn=0.003635,0.008765&ie=UTF8&split=1&ei=QfeITIGfCYv6yAWn9pzzDA&filter=0&rq=1&ev=zi&radius=0.26&hq=beartooth+pass&hnear=&ll=44.97547,109.458976&spn=0.003635,0.008765&z=17
Chief Joseph, a tight turn:
http://maps.google.com/maps?source=s_q&hl=en&q=beartooth+pass&sll=44.75065,109.391148&sspn=0.00365,0.008765&ie=UTF8&split=1&ei=QfeITIGfCYv6yAWn9pzzDA&filter=0&rq=1&ev=p&radius=0.26&hq=beartooth+pass&hnear=&ll=44.752273,109.391341&spn=0.00365,0.008765&z=17
Here's a tight spot in the famous Dragon at Deals Gap:
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=The+Dragon&sll=35.500317,83.942327&sspn=0.004184,0.008765&ie=UTF8&split=1&rq=1&ev=zi&radius=0.3&hq=The+Dragon&hnear=&ll=35.500439,83.942842&spn=0.004184,0.008765&z=17
Now, the Lombardo Pass in Northern Italy, 13 turns in about 1000 m
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maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Vinadio,+Italy&sl=41.834498,12.636858&sspn=0.007658,0.017531&g=Passo+dela+Lombardo,+Italy&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Vinadio+Cuneo,+Piedmont,+Italy&l=44.298913,7.158376&spn=0.003678,0.008765&z=17
Finally, Stelvio Pass, also in Italy. Here you get 42 switchbacks going up and 48 coming down...
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maps?hl=en&q=passo+stelvio&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Stelvio+National+Park,+23032+Bormio+Sondrio,+Lombardy,+Italy&ll=46.530975,10.458426&spn=0.003536,0.008765&z=17

JÜRGEN BRUNE, OUR SPOKANE, WA CORRESPONDENT

FOR SALE
Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
2005 R1200RT: 28k miles. $11,500. All dealer serviced. New front tire and front brakes. Heated seats & grips. BMW Cruise
Control. BMW Alarm. BMW Tankbag. Extra BWM Accessory outlet wired to battery. Contact Trent Dennison:
trentden@juno.com
‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual
compound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF trim,
panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records. Adult
owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/obo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)
The Sidecar Rig Al Vangura Engineered: For sale at Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD. A GREAT rig! For pictures, see p. 10 of the June
newsletter. Contact Bob’s BMW 866-861-5750 if interested.

On the Net...

Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what it’s
about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.
Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so.
The 1916 Cannonball has been run...From Kevin Hart --All machines were pre 1916. Ran from Sept 10 to the 26 - Coast
to Coast ---Check it out at: http://www.motorcyclecannonball.com/
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THE WAY WE WERE
BACK WHEN
Scanned in by Walt Halaja
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THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN, CONTINUED...
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THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN, CONTINUED...

JACKET WINNER!
from Diane Pears
The club’s “Casey the Prime Photographer” has
been at it again! Diane and her trusty camera
were not absent at the Finger Lakes Rally, and
she caught fellow member, Mark Zang checking
out the new BMW Jacket he had just won at the
rally. It should be a good one. Congratulations,
Mark!
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NORTH BREAKFAST/RIDE
SEPT. 5, 2010
KILLING TWO BIRDS WITH ONE STONE
by Walt Halaja
Well now, in spite of missing 3 of our regular heavy hitters, Ron “Reddy K.” Latkovic, Ron “The Camper” Kranz whom I found out via Paul
“PW” White, who also didn’t make it, was at the Finger Lakes Rally, we still had 9 riders at the breakfast. I called PW during breakfast to give
him a little ‘business’ and asked what he was doing. He sounded somewhat grumpy and said he was watching TV—you know, I would/could
be a bit grumpy too if I was home in front of the TV when many of my friends were having breakfast on a most wonderful riding day! I asked
PW why he wasn’t at the Rally with the Camper, and he blurted out “because he had common sense,” so I took that to mean he didn’t want to
travel with hurricane Earl coming up the East Coast!
Anyway, we did have John Allen, John “Director” Barr, Frank “Professor” Beatrous, Jack “Director” Bramkamp, Dave “Chief” Manfredo,
Ralph “The Princeton Tiger” Meyer, Dave “2 Spark” McLaughlin, John “JLR” Rolin, and me, Walt Halaja (my wife said: “the B—s—er”)
which makes 9 without those 3 heavy hitters! Another plus was we had two Club Directors present and that’s a win-win for the breakfast
bunch IMHO.
OK, so what’s up with the title “Killing 2 Birds with one Stone”? Well, it’s the ride! My Roommate/wife, Mathilde, needed/wanted a gift
from the Wendell August Forge in Grove City so I thought I would ride up there thinking it would be me, myself, alone because we had done
this ride several times in the last 2 years or so. But low and behold Director Jack said he would ride to Evans City and would lead us to there,
as JLR & Chief Dave also tagged along. Actually, after we got started I thought the Professor, Frank, was missing because he said he thought
he might tag along for awhile too, so I’m hoping we didn’t leave him behind, but rather that he changed his mind at the parking lot—so, if you
didn’t Frank, may I apologize! I’m usually the last one ready to ride—”just ask Ed Syphan”—I had to put my Camera away amd make a phone
call home! PW usually helps me with my tripod, but you know he was watching TV at home! Ha! So putting the tripod away took extra time.
The 3 of us arrived at the gift shop in good time with just one pit stop at Morain State Park Lake. I got on the phone with Mathilde while
she was on the computer at the forge web-site and, with the help of the salesperson, Gwen, I made two purchases as possible gifts for our
planned trip to the “Fatherland” for 5 weeks that’s coming up shortly!
JLR asked if I minded if he would lead back, and, of course, that was music to my ears, so JLR led us a slightly different way back and we
all split up at Franklin Rd. & Rte. 228.
Finally, if you want a nice gift made in the USA, you can’t beat Wendell August Forge: http://www.wendellaugust.com/page/welcome. The
forge began in 1923, the same year BMW started the production of our beloved motorcycles! Where the former plant and showroom burned
to the ground not long ago is now leveled and planted with grass seed and the company wants to build a larger plant, with production,
showroom, and warehouse together in a different location. Good idea Huh?

WALT

7

WENDELL AUGUST FORGE
PRODUCTS
Here’s a picture of some of the Wendell
August Forge products I rode to Grove City to
pick up for Mathilde. Neat, huh? And a PostGazette article said the Forge will be rebuilt in
a better location and be back in operation. No
wonder we like to ride there. It’s just fun to
look at the stuff too.

WALT

THE LIVING ROOM BIKE
Picture sent in by Mark Tiedemann
Now that takes an understanding wife! But not a bad idea for midwinter and 3 feet of snow outside, huh?
--Come to think about it, I’ve been in a couple of homes with one or more favorite bikes in the living room...
bathroom... bedroom...dining room... etc., etc. and so forth.

EDITOR

MAP TO THE HOFBRAUHAUS
Here’s a street map to the Hofbrauhaus where
the October regular club meeting will be held.
Attempting to provide turn by turn directions
from various locations would most likely be
too complex. There is approximate latitude
and logitude information on the next page that
should be useful in locating the Hofbrauhaus
via GPS unit.
The picture is from the Hofbrauhaus net
site and should provide a view of what the
place looks like.
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

HOW DO I JOIN
FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?
To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.
Membership dues are $15 per year for primary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.
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DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The Oct. 16, 2010 meeting will be held from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM at The
Hofbrauhaus, 2705 South Water St. in the South Side Works, Pittsburgh, PA,
15203. Ph.: (412) 224-2328, URL: hofbrauhauspittsburgh.com .
Latitude & Logitude for GPS Location: Approximate: N40.42867 W79.96511
See the map on the previous page.

