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VINCE’S VERITIES

As | write this President’s letter fall is around
the corner and winter not far behind. Fall is
my favorite time of the year to ride with the
moderate temperatures and beautiful foliage.
In addition to the October meeting, | would
like to do an afternoon fall club ride and lunch,
before the next meeting if possible.

The October meeting should be very im-
portant since as of yet we do not have nomi-
nations for a president and treasurer. The club
has had a successful and | believe an enjoy-
able riding season. It goes without saying that
the board and other members such as rally
chair and newsletter editor have done a great
job along with all of the members who volun-
teered their time this year. However we need
new people to step up to the plate and serve.
A critical position next year will be rally chair.
I urge all members to either consider volun-
teering for a board or other position or en-
couraging other members to do so. As men-
tioned in one of my earlier letters | decided to
take the presidency after having been a mem-
ber for a few years and attending the rally for
many years. My friend, Gary Smith, encour-
aged me and | thought | could make a contri-
bution to keep the club going and hopefully
leaving it a little better after | left the office.

Four Winds BMW is a good club with a
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President — Vince Giannetti
412-204-8080
motoski50@gmail.com

Vice President — Diane
Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer — Larry
Shockling
724-327-6922
shockla@aol.com

Corres. Sec’y — Joann Barr
412-881-5897
joannbarrl0@msn.com
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Director — John Barr
412-881-5897
joannbarrl0@msn.com

Director — Jack Bramkamp
412-318-2145
pennreel@excite.com

OcTOBER MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat., Oct.
16, 2010 at The Hofbrauhaus 2705 S.
Water St. in the Southside Works from
12-3PM. Meal will be from the menu.
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MEETING ScHEDULE 2010
PusLicaTION INFO ONGOING EVENTS
The Four Winds BMW Riders Mark the dates on your calendars,
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<meyer@zoominternet.net> This club has been around a long time and Sat, Oct 23 — East at Dick’s, Rt
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Ralph Meyer, Editor for a lot of BMW riders over the years. My Monroeville, 9:00 AM
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Submission formats: crease the number of younger members in the but it’d be nice to let others
Avrticles: Send as plain text with club we were not successful at this although know you’re going to a particu-
headings and hdg depth defined, we did increase the membership. We need to lar Breakfast Ride by putting
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Word) format. Save trees: avoid meeting for the two remaining board members Message Board’s Breakfast
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JPEG or TIFF format with ing in the mirror. We still have a lot of riding ering too late that no one else
clearly marked locations in the left and the winter banquet will be here before is going that day. The Break-
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Long articles may be split between year for the club with new ideas and enthusi- www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
ISsues. asm if we have people who are willing to work viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure
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Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

Learn to lead without being possessive.
Learn to be helpful without taking the credit.
Learn to lead without coercion.

Lao Tzu, philosopher

Vinee




OUR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

Curvy Roap Fun
by Jurgen Brune

Everyone seems to be excited about Beartooth Pass and the Chief Joseph pass, so | did a quick comparison to check it out:.

The maps should plot at the same scale:

Beartooth Pass, some of the tightest turns:

http://maps.google.com/maps?source=s_q&hl=en&qg=beartooth+pass&sll=44.974802,-
109458236&s3pr=0.003635,0.008765&ie=UTFB&Slit=1&e=Qfel TIGIC YWoyANNIpzzD A& flter=0&0-1&ev=7i&radius=0 26&habeartooth+pass&hnear=&d44.97547 -
109.458976&spn=0.003635,0.008765&z=17

Chief Joseph, a tight turn:

http://maps.google.com/maps?source=s_q&hl=en&qg=beartooth+pass&sll=44.75065, -
109.3911488s30n=0.00365,0.008765&ie=UTF&Iit=1&e=Qel TIGIC YWy AWNIpzzDA&lter=0&rt=1 &evp&adius=0 26&ha=beartooth+pass&hnear=&dI=44.752273 -
109.391341&spn=0.00365,0.008765&z=17

Here's a tight spot in the famous Dragon at Deals Gap:

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=The+Dragon&sll=35.500317,-
83.942327&sspn=0.004184,0.008765&ie=UTF8&split=1&rq=1&ev=zi&radius=0.3&hq=The+Dragon&hnear=&11=35.500439,-
83.942842&spn=0.004184,0.008765&z=17

Now, the Lombardo Pass in Northern Italy, 13 turns in about 1000 m

h t t p : / / m a p S . g 0 0 g | e . c 0 m /

Finally, Stelvio Pass also in ItaIy Here you get 42 switchbacks gomg up and 48 coming down
h t t p : / / m a p S g 0 0 g | e . c 0 m /
: $ 10&i o+t +Zi)32+Bamb+Saﬂb,+Lm1ndj+mw&M6W4584268m¢O.m0aB765&Fﬂ

Jirgen Brune, Our Spoxane, WA CorrespoNDENT

FOR SALE

Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.

2005 R1200RT: 28k miles. $11,500. All dealer serviced. New front tire and front brakes. Heated seats & grips. BMW Cruise
Control. BMW Alarm. BMW Tankbag. Extra BWM Accessory outlet wired to battery. Contact Trent Dennison:
trentden@juno.com

‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual

compound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF trim,
panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records. Adult
owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/0bo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)

The Sidecar Rig Al Vangura Engineered: For sale at Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD. A GREAT rig! For pictures, see p. 10 of the June
newsletter. Contact Bob’s BMW 866-861-5750 if interested.

[ ] [ ]
o On the Net... °
S Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what it’s °.

° about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders... °
.‘ Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go” or ‘Enter’ to go there. ‘.
'. Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and .'
° past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so. °
®,  The 1916 Cannonball has been run...From Kevin Hart --All machines were pre 1916. Ran from Sept 10 to the 26 - Coast ~ ,°
° to Coast ---Check it out at: http://www.motorcyclecannonball.com/ °
.. ..

[ ] [ ]



THaeE WAY WE WERE

BACK WHEN
Scanned in by Walt Halaja

Touring in New England

by Trent Denison

What better way to enjoy "The Sport-Touring Machine of the Millenium" than to take a Y2K
R1150 GS with 1500 miles on it and ride around in New England for a week? Sure, this won't be the
whirlwind trip like when 1 picked it up over Memorial Day weekend. Then, I had to go to work at 4 AM. |
worked until 8 AM and hopped a PAT bus to town to catch Amtrak train #40. I slept, ate, and drank in
my own private compartment to Lancaster, and got picked up by the dealer. After I gave him LOTS OF
MONEY, I rode the scenic route back to Pittsburgh and got in at 2 AM. [ rendezvoused with Big Al and
Dana for the ride to Cumberland, MD to meet el Presidente. Then all I had to do was keep up with them
the rest of the weekend.

But, | digress. New England is wonderful. | had from July 29 to August 7 off of work, so |
thought I would go north. I figured, if they have ski resorts, they will have twisty mountain roads! Too
damn hot to slay the dragon that time of year. | left Sunday, 7 AM and headed for Syracuse. 62 North is a
treat at speed. All of a sudden | am in New York... oh, a foreign land (sorry Peter). Between back roads
and Thruway. I got in to the hostel about 7 PM. 12 hours, 424 miles.

Monday morning | headed for Vermont. The Adirondacks are great, even in intermittent rain.
The ferry across Lake Champlain from Port Kent, NY to Burlington, VT was a nice hour respite. Slabbed
out of town and caught part of VT 100 to the hostel in Jamaica. 10 hours, 500 miles.

Tuesday 1 headed to New Hampshire. In the rain. The Kankamagus Highway is awesome.
Conway, NH is OUTLET HELL. Traffic out the wazoo, but the hostel is nice. By now, I am tired of riding
in the rain, so I only did 216 miles in 6 hours.

Wednesday | set out for Bar Harbor, ME. I did a real long northerly loop past Rangely and made
the 406 miles in 9 hours.

Up to this point, | had every night's lodgings planned and reserved. Thursday was my let's see
how far [ can get day, Lots of slab on 95. Mass. route 2 is nice in the west. | ran into a K-bike who had
Jjust completed the Pridemore course and I kept up with him on some roads that I could not believe. We
split after about 2 hours and | made it to West Adams, MA when the skies openedup.Torrents. Lightning.
1 know 574 miles in 9 hours pales by some standards, but that Holiday Inn looked real dry by then.

After drying out and doing laundry, 1 headed out Frday for the Wellsboro weekend. Blistered the
Catskills, and found a road in Woodstock sooooo nice I did it twice. Finally made it to the weekend resort
in 10 hours and 355 miles.

I have never taken a trip of this magnitude before, but I hope there are more in the future, either
alone or in a group. One thing I will always remember though. Even though | was in the rain, alone, miles
from home, I was on (dare | say it again) the sport touring motorcycle of the millenium. When gassing up,
people would say, "Gee, | feel for you, having to ride in the rain." My reply, " Yea, but I could be at
work!"




THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN, CONTINUED...

"Member Duty"
by Don Poremski

The inspiration for this piece comes from a loose juxtaposition of three events: 1) Completion of the
34th Annual Four Winds Rally, 2) Finishing a book entitled “The Goal” by Eliyahu M. Goldratt and 3)
being called to Stark County jury duty. An unusual grouping, agreed, but perhaps the thoughts they
have stirred should be considered by all Four Winds BMW Riders at this time, the eve of the election
of new officers and what 2001 might bring.

The rally went off well this year and was typical of what we consider a “successful” effort. ie. we
didn’t lose money, kept the string of our historical continuous BMW rallies going and have enough in
the coffers to proceed with the next annual project, the banquet. Both go toward defining just what it
is we Four Winds members expect from our organization.

Using the premise of “The Goal” to define just what it is we intend to accomplish as a group, most
of us were moved to join for commiseration about motorcycles and BMW bikes in particular. We do
our own work some of the time, and we all look to more experienced members to keep us from being
taken by the various industry “sharpies™ that could give us less than we expect for our money. There is
a status to the club which comes from its longevity, and we simultaneously enjoy being a member of
the larger BMW biking community. We are status conscious, frugal, adventuresome and social.

All clubs, ours included, function as our “small town”. We actually form a small community that
works toward the same common goal and we enjoy the socializing that is necessary when any number
of persons begin working together. But there are slackers in our “town”. This is where we bring in the
rally leg of my inspiration.

The 34th rally was coordinated and put on by pretty much the same persons who did it for the 33rd,
32nd, 31st and so on. And when those persons were not making the rally happen, they were making
the meetings happen, serving as officers, finding meeting locations, finding trailers to be purchased,
seeking new rally sites, taking care of virtually all of the club’s business, while the greater percentage
of the membership looked on from the sidelines. This club must have better participation from all
members if for no other reason than to bring fresh ideas into the management, the operation of our
group. The process for finding those volunteers has been a de facto “I’m enjoying this club so much
that T’ll feel guilty if I don’t participate soon” mind set. A person starts to come around, enjoys the
interaction with the other members, sees the need for action and volunteers to do it. There is no benefit
to having a larger club roster if that does not also provide a larger pool of volunteers. There it is
brothers and sisters. The club does not benefit from inactive members. But, hang in there. The jury
duty part of the inspirational trilogy now comes forward.

I got called for jury duty because I vote. I chose to be an active part of my community by taking
part in selecting its “officers”. In other words I joined a civic “club” knowing that it brought certain
responsibilities with it. I put myself into a pool of prospective jury members and got a certificate that
tells me my effort was appreciated. The Four Winds BMW Riders club now has a pool of prospective
volunteers (voters) called our membership list. The proposal being put forth now is that all members
agree to assume tasks assigned by the board using a lottery selection method as part of their ongoing
membership in the Four Winds BMW Riders.

The rally chairman is not a task that would have the board using the lottery, but the individual
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THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN, CONTINUED...

aspects of putting on the rally could be divvied up using the lottery method. Sign placement,
registration, clean and tidy, field events, catering...the rally chairman would be relieved of begging for
help to conduct a successful rally, and when it is not forthcoming, taking on those tasks himself, or
relying upon the true-blue “core” of members to come through in the clutch.

If responsibilities outside of the club would preclude the person selected from doing that chore, he
may provide a substitute for that job, but the responsibility remains with the original selected member.
The “sub” then has his name removed from the selection process while the original selectee goes back
in the bin. If the substitute fails to do the job, the original selectee forfeits full membership in the club
and becomes an associate member. Draconian measures? On the surface perhaps, but consider this. We
have members that can’t be recognized as such when showing up for the gatherings. The chances that
person helped organize or run the event would be rather remote, too.

For those who have moved away distances that do not allow participating in club events,
membership is limited to associate status. Holding an office in the club relieves a person of lottery
selection unless they so indicate to the contrary. Once selected by lottery, that person’s name is not
re-included until the entire membership has either performed a task or served as an officer. Current
members not wishing to be included in the lottery would be relegated to associate, non-voting
membership, but the dues remain the same as full members. Four Winds Supporter would take the
place of the existing associate membership.

This concept will be discussed as new business at the October meeting by the author. Your thoughts
are important should this suggestion become a motion for a change in the by-laws. If you disagree with
this notion, you should be present to voice that opinion at the next meeting. If there is a quorum and
the vote is affirmative, the club could implement the action lottery, thereby effecting the tone and tenor
of our organization.

And just like jury duty, which, like a lot of us, I successfully dodged in the past, taking an active
part in Four Winds could provide a surprisingly pleasant sense of fulfillment and commitment. Your
club will definitely appreciate it, too.

JACKET WINNER!

from Diane Pears
The club’s “Casey the Prime Photographer” has
been at it again! Diane and her trusty camera
were not absent at the Finger Lakes Rally, and
she caught fellow member, Mark Zang checking
out the new BMW Jacket he had just won at the
rally. It should be a good one. Congratulations,
Mark!




NORTH BREAKFAST/RIDE
Sert. 5, 2010

KiLLiNnG Two Birps WiTH ONE STONE
by Walt Halaja
Well now, in spite of missing 3 of our regular heavy hitters, Ron “Reddy K.” Latkovic, Ron “The Camper” Kranz whom | found out via Paul
“PW” White, who also didn’t make it, was at the Finger Lakes Rally, we still had 9 riders at the breakfast. | called PW during breakfast to give
him a little ‘business’ and asked what he was doing. He sounded somewhat grumpy and said he was watching TV—you know, | would/could
be a bit grumpy too if | was home in front of the TV when many of my friends were having breakfast on a most wonderful riding day! | asked
PW why he wasn’t at the Rally with the Camper, and he blurted out “because he had common sense,” so | took that to mean he didn’t want to
travel with hurricane Earl coming up the East Coast!

Anyway, we did have John Allen, John “Director” Barr, Frank “Professor” Beatrous, Jack “Director” Bramkamp, Dave “Chief” Manfredo,
Ralph “The Princeton Tiger” Meyer, Dave “2 Spark” McLaughlin, John “JLR” Rolin, and me, Walt Halaja (my wife said: “the B—s—er”)
which makes 9 without those 3 heavy hitters! Another plus was we had two Club Directors present and that’s a win-win for the breakfast
bunch IMHO.

OK, so what’s up with the title “Killing 2 Birds with one Stone”? Well, it’s the ride! My Roommate/wife, Mathilde, needed/wanted a gift
from the Wendell August Forge in Grove City so | thought | would ride up there thinking it would be me, myself, alone because we had done
this ride several times in the last 2 years or so. But low and behold Director Jack said he would ride to Evans City and would lead us to there,
as JLR & Chief Dave also tagged along. Actually, after we got started | thought the Professor, Frank, was missing because he said he thought
he might tag along for awhile too, so I’m hoping we didn’t leave him behind, but rather that he changed his mind at the parking lot—so, if you
didn’t Frank, may | apologize! I’'m usually the last one ready to ride—"just ask Ed Syphan”—I had to put my Camera away amd make a phone
call home! PW usually helps me with my tripod, but you know he was watching TV at home! Ha! So putting the tripod away took extra time.

The 3 of us arrived at the gift shop in good time with just one pit stop at Morain State Park Lake. | got on the phone with Mathilde while
she was on the computer at the forge web-site and, with the help of the salesperson, Gwen, | made two purchases as possible gifts for our
planned trip to the “Fatherland” for 5 weeks that’s coming up shortly!

JLR asked if I minded if he would lead back, and, of course, that was music to my ears, so JLR led us a slightly different way back and we
all split up at Franklin Rd. & Rte. 228.

Finally, if you want a nice gift made in the USA, you can’t beat Wendell August Forge: http://www.wendellaugust.com/page/welcome. The
forge began in 1923, the same year BMW started the production of our beloved motorcycles! Where the former plant and showroom burned
to the ground not long ago is now leveled and planted with grass seed and the company wants to build a larger plant, with production,
showroom, and warehouse together in a different location. Good idea Huh?

.

Warr



WENDELL AUuGUST FORGE

ProbucTts

Here’s a picture of some of the Wendell
August Forge products | rode to Grove City to
pick up for Mathilde. Neat, huh? And a Post-
Gazette article said the Forge will be rebuilt in
a better location and be back in operation. No
wonder we like to ride there. It’s just fun to
look at the stuff too.

Warr

Dedroon
.
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Mar TO THE HOFBRAUHAUS
Here’s a street map to the Hofbrauhaus where
the October regular club meeting will be held.
Attempting to provide turn by turn directions
from various locations would most likely be
too complex. There is approximate latitude
and logitude information on the next page that
should be useful in locating the Hofbrauhaus
via GPS unit.

The picture is from the Hofbrauhaus net
site and should provide a view of what the
place looks like.




Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720
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How po I joiN
Four WinDs BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-

mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The Oct. 16, 2010 meeting will be held from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM at The
Hofbrauhaus, 2705 South Water St. in the South Side Works, Pittsburgh, PA,
15203. Ph.: (412) 224-2328, URL.: hofbrauhauspittsburgh.com .

Latitude & Logitude for GPS Location: Approximate: N40.42867 W79.96511
See the map on the previous page.




