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PrESIDENT’S LETTER

Welcome to a new year for the 4-Winds
BMW Club and we do indeed have a full set
of officers.

Pres.- Sean Barrett

V.Pres - Diane Pears

Treasurer - Larry Shockling with Tom
Furey taking over after the first several
months

Corres. Sec’y - Joyce Elk

Rec. Sec’y - Trick Barrett

Director - Jack Bramkamp

Director - Kris McLain

Most of you know me but if not, come up
and introduce yourself. | will try to remem-
ber to wear my name tag but no guarantee. |
am looking forward to this year and have a
lot of thoughts and ideas but will need help
from all of the club members.

This is the second year that we have had
difficulty getting officers for the club and we
have to ask ourselves why. There are many
possibilities: are we not drawing or retain-
ing new members and why, are our meetings
“boring”, etc. Give me your ideas. We need
to know what members want from the club
to be able to change things.

Some thoughts that | have are:

- Activities at the meeting; door prizes,
speakers, etc.

- Combined activities with the Ohio club
via Don Poremski (more opportunities to
get together and ride.
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www.4windsbmw.org
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BoARrRD OF DIRECTORS
2011

President — Sean Barrett
724-941-1543
nancyandsean@comcast.net

Vice President — Diane Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer — Larry Shockling
724-327-6922
shockla@aol.com

Corres. Sec’y — Joyce Elk
724-935-2062
jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y — Patrick Barrett
724-941-1543
trilku@gmail.com

Director — Jack Bramkamp
412-318-2145
pennreel@excite.com

Director — Kris McClain
724-941-1543
trilku@gmail.com

JANUARY BANQUET INFO
Our Annual Four Winds BMW Rid-
ers’ Banquet will be held on Sat.,
January 15, 2011 at the Best West-
ern Parkway Center Inn, 875
Greentree Road in Greentree from 6-
11PM. Everyone will get a surprise
door prize! Buffet Dinner starts at
7PM. Cost is $27/person. Banquet
Registrations must be gotten to
Larry no later than Dec. 31, 2010.
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PUBLICATION INFO MEETING SCHEDULE ONGOING EVENTS
The Four Winds BMW Riders 2011
Newsletter is published for Breakfast Rides, et al.:
memt’)ers use. Acrticles’and pic- Mark the dates on your calen- These rides are free-form. Those
turgs copyrights ar? held py dars, put r_emember... _ attending decide whatithev
their authors. Author’s permis- All meeting sites are tentative. -

- . . want to do and where, if any-
sion should be obtgmgd before Please check the web site and where, they want to ride. Ifyou
.any.form of republication. newsletter for changes and just want to show up in the car

Ed'to'f' Ralph' Meyer . updates. and have breakfast with fellow
Deadline: Articles submitted must January 15, 2011 — Annual Club motorcyclists, that’s fine too
be received by the editor no Banquet, 6:00-11 PM, at Best ' '
later than 6:00 PM on the Western Parkway Center Inn,
Tuesday after the club meet- 875 Greentree Rd. Pittsburgh, Cowme! Eatl CHaT! Ripe!
ing of the month preceding the PA 15220
month of publication (e.g., Jan. February, 2011 — TBA Ride Schedule — Month:
Meeting: Jan. 15; Feb. issue March, 2011 — TBA Sun, Jan 2 — North at King’s, I-
deadline: Tues., Jan. 18th). April, 2011 — TBA 79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
Articles/Info rec’d after dead- May, 2011 — TBA AM
line go in next month’s news- June, 2011 — TBA Sat, Jan 8 — West at Bob Evans,
letter. July, 2011 — TBA Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
Submission information: August, 2011 — Friday, August 9:00 AM
E-mail submissions: Send as at- 19 to Sunday, August 21 Sun, Jan 16 — South at King's,
tachments with “4 Winds News- 45th Annual Four Winds 3049 Washington Pike, off Exit
letter Article” in the e-mail Rally! 54, 1-79, Bridgeville, 10:00
‘Subject’ line to: September, 2011 — TBA AM
<meyer@zoominternet.net> October, 2011 — TBA Sat, Jan 22 — East at Dick’s, Rt
Articles on Disk Media mail to: November, 2011 — TBA 22 Westbound Side,

Ralph Meyer, Editor Monroeville, 9:00 AM
4 Winds Newsletter If you’re going to a breakfast

6056 Meadow Lane ride, you might want to no-

Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720 N 4 tify others: It’s not necessary,

Submission formats: P N but it’d be nice to let others
Avrticles: Send as plain text with know you’re going to a particu-
hea}dings and hdg depth defined, 2011 SHACKS lar Breakfast Ride b)_/ putti_ng
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS K ton th b site all a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Word) format. Save trees: avoid €ep an eye out on the Web site a Message Board’s Breakfast
paper if you can. yog lady a(;]d gentlemhan wr:nchers Ride section saying so. That’ll
Pictures and graphics: Submit in gﬂacaktﬁ%r;ateiiisogac} Sz:t%s t% r haenly help save a rider from discov-
JPEG or TIFF format with keep us smiling through the winF-) ering too late that no one else
clearly marked locations in the i d keep * Hlinat! is going that day. The Break-
article. €r, and keep “em rofling: fast Ride’s URL is: http://
Long articles may be split between \{ ) www.4windsbmw.org/forum/

issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

Club ride to West Virginia on Memorial
Day weekend.

Start a biography series in the newslet-
ter; find out interesting things about other
members. (Any volunteer)

Restart Shack

Discuss increase interaction with the
dealer

Look for meeting location that are more
conducive to a more interactive meeting
Use our banner’s at rallies so members
have a central meeting place.

Improve member communications for
events etc.

viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

" —
N s—a majot uuucﬁr\my uuﬁ‘ﬁﬁ?‘ﬁ/t

could make the club stronger and lead to more
member support in the future.

We have a great club with great mem-

bers, let’s enjoy it.

RIDE WHENEVER YOU CAN,

Sean

o



THE FOUR WINDS BMW RIDERS’
“Annual Banqugt

Best Western Parkway Center Inn
875 @regentregeg Road
Pittsburgh, P 15220
Phong (412) 922-7070

Saturdag, January 15, 2011

6:00 p.m. Cash Bar opens with reasonably priced drinks
7:00 - 11:00 p.m. Buffet Dinner followed by Entertainment
wfk - Surprise Door Prize for Everyone **%*
Bring non-digital (new or old) Four Winds photos for display table. Get

your best digital shots to Patrick Barrett for the slide show at
tritku(@gmail.com or mail to 632 Boggs Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15211

Overnight hotel rate is $89. Free cocktail hour from 5 - 6 pm for hotel
guests. Free deluxe breakfast. Indoor pool, hot tub, and fitness center.
http://www.bestwesternpa.com/hotels/best-western-parkway-center-inn
Book rooms directly through our banquet contact, Katy Mittica.

Phone: 412-922-7070 ext. 153
email: salestwo(@parkwaycenterinn.com




BANQUET REGISTRATION FORM

Directions to the Best Western Parkway Center Greentree

FROM DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH: Follow signs for 376 West
towards the airport. You will eventually pass over the Fort Pitt Bridge and
through the Fort Pitt Tunnel. As you exit the tunnel you will continue on
376 West towards the airport. Go 2 miles and take Exit 4B Parkway
Center. Travel up the ramp and hotel is on the right.

FROM THE SOUTH HILLS: Take Route 19 North (Washington
Road) and follow it to Cochran Road. Turn left onto Cochran Road and
follow to Green Tree Road (Route 121 North). Bear right onto Greentree
Road. Continue on Greentree Road. It crosses over 376 overpass and
straight to the hotel on the right.

FROM THE WEST: Follow 376 Parkway West towards Pittsburgh.
Take Exit 4A. At light turn left onto Greentree Road. Greentree Road
crosses over 376 overpass. Continue on Greentree Road to the hotel on

the right.

—snip— RSVP by December 29, 2010 --——-snip-—-

(Must arrive at Larry’s by Dec. 31% to submit count 2 wks. ahead!)

Names:

Number Attending x $27 pp =

(enclose this amount)
Mail check (made payable to Four Winds BMW Riders) to:

Larry Shockling, Treasurer
116 Teton Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA 15239

YOUR REGISTRATION MUST BE IN LARRY’S HANDS BY DECEMBER 31sT!
PLEASE MAIL BY DEC. 29TH AT THE LATEST!



2011 4-Winds Dues Submission form:

Member Name:

Address:

Post Office: State: Zipcode:

Additional Members’ Names (if any):

Associate Members’ Names (if any):

Number of Members’ Dues submitted: X$15= §$
Number of Associates’ Dues submitted: X $7.50= §$
Total: $

Please make out your dues check for yourself, and other members and associates in your family to
“4 Winds BMW Riders” and mail it with this completed form to:

Larry Shockling, Treasurer

4 Winds BMW Riders of Pittsburgh
116 Teton Drive

Pittsburgh, PA 15239



SAFrETY INFO

IF YOU EXAMINE FATALITY STATISTICS YOU'LL CONCLUDE THAT IF YOU'RE NOT DRUNK,
FLEEING FROM THE POLICE, RIDING WITHOUT AN ENDORSEMENT, RIDING A STOLEN MOTOR-
CYCLE, RIDING WITHOUT A DOT OR SNELL APPROVED HELMET AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING
- OR ANY COMBINATION OF THESE FACTORS — THERE IS VERY LITTLE CHANCE YOU WILL DIE
ON A MOTORCYCLE. INJURY IS POSSIBLE, BUT ACTUAL DEATH RATES ARE SURPRISINGLY LOW
WHEN YOU REMOVE THESE SIMPLE CAUSATIVE OR CONTRIBUTIVE FACTORS. FROM: HTTP://

WWW.SOUNDRIDER.COM/CURRENT/OCT10/DP1010-RIDER_YEARS.HTM FROM: “HOW

OLD ARE YOU IN RIDER YEARS?” BY DAVE PRESTON

THE REST OF THIS PAGE HAS BEEN LEFT BLANK SO
YOU CAN MAIL IN YOUR DUES USING THE FORM ON
THE PREVIOUS PAGE!



Attention all members who have submitted beginning mileage reports this year --
you know who you are. December has arrived! Please submit your ending

mileages before Friday, Jan. 7'

Note: your Dec. 31, 2010 mileage will be your beginning mileage for Jan 1, 2011!

Four Winds Mileage Contest

Jan 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010

Ending Mileage Form — Year _ 2010__

Mail Form to:

Name: .
Mileage Contest
Address: c/o Tim Pears
. 555 Rose Stop Rd.
City: New Castle, PA 16101
State: Zip: or E-rpall to:
timndiane@comcast.net
Phone Number: ( )
Make / Model / Year Beginning Mileage (ONLY | Ending Mileage
if not sent in last January!)
Bike 1
Bike 2
Bike 3

Mileage submitted must be an honest record of the odometer readings for the
Motorcycles you currently own, operate and submit for the beginning and end of the
2010 year. You can submit the mileage from one bike or all of the bikes you own. The
sum of miles you attain on all of your bikes combined will produce this year’s winner.

The highest mileage submitted at the end of the year will win a $25 gift certificate to refill
your tank at:

And Note: NEW PRIZES will be offered this year:
2" Prize: 1 year’s Free 4 Winds Membership

3" and 4™ Prizes: ALL Entrants’ names will be put in the ‘hat’ and 2 will be drawn to
also receive Free 1 year’s 4 Winds membership!
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NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

12/5/2010

Riders Present:
Carl ““Handyman” Hartz
Ron “The Camper”” Kranz
Jack “Blue Knight”” Bramkamp
Ron “Reddy K** Latkovic
John “The Long Rider”” Allen
Dave “Chief” Manfredo
Ralph “Princeton Tiger” Meyer
Saturday, “They” (whoever ‘they’ are—the weather prognosticators)
said “Few Snow Showers” for Sunday, Dec. 5th. Ha! Yeah.... right!
...The roads were clear Saturday night. Sunday morning? Nahhhhhh.
They were white, with a good inch of the slippy stuff. And the “snow
showers” began at least with shower No. 1 well before 6 AM, and
continued right through the time we all left Kings to head for home.
“They” should have said, “Snow Shower” (singular) “going heavier
and lighter but never quitting.” In any event, 4 Winds was nonethe-
less well represented in VIP Drive King’s front room via 4 wheeled
instead of our preferred 2 wheeled conveyances as the means of get-
ting there.

When | arrived, Carl and Ron K. were already present, and both
pots of coffee, both caffein-free and high-test were hot, ready, and
waiting for us with a holder with plenty of cups available for use as
we arrived. Ron Latkovic and Jack, John, and Dave came along
shortly thereafter. Reddy K said he figured Walt would be along and
maybe PW, but since neither had arrived and the nice waitress had
given us a few minutes to look over the menus, we went ahead and
ordered, telling her that there’d probably be a couple more coming
shortly. (We didn’t tell her they might wimp out... they’d never do
that, would they? Uhhhhhhh.... well..... ) Of course, it being De-
cember, with the holidays in the offing, Reddy-K, as Santa’s helper,
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wore his red and white Santa Cap, and provided all present with the

traditional candy cane. | stole a box the wife had bought for the
grandkids and brought it along as well, so we were able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the King’s folks too. Super Bob, the Man-
ager, stopped by, was looking great, and said he has been feeling
fine, and is sticking faithfully to his diet to keep the sugar at bay.
That was good to hear!

Anyway, it didn’t take long before we were tucking into some
nice hot short or tall stacks of ‘cakes and butter and syrup (well,
there goes the waistline), omelettes, hamburgers, bacon, sausages, a
delicious looking eggs benedict, and other goodies and chatting hap-
pily.

As usual the subjects covered an interesting waterfront, from
home repairs on older homes wherein anything square had long since
headed toward haywire, with some information as to how to deal
with such vagaries in a professional manner provide us by Carl, as
one who knows and still does fine carpentry and home repair since
his retirement, to the various BMW gremlins and their on-board com-
puter solutions, or not-so-solutions. The business of gas companies
putting that *&"%#%@ ethanol in gas that fouls carburetors etc,
burns pistons, and generally lowers both octane and mileage was
roundly excoriated too. Several of us with GTs have had trouble
with that stuff doing not so good things like eating the fuel gauge
sensor strips in our gas tanks.

Then, on a happier note, John said he had a neat show and tell -
and pulled out a well made hefty dark plastic tube with water-tight
screw top and tabs for bolting it onto whatever you might want to
bolt it onto that was designed to hold the operator’s manual and
other paperwork for farm tractors. John found that it just nicely held
a nice sized round gas can that fit inside it like a hand in a glove. He
thought it might be neat too as a holder for paperwork—registrations



and the like, or of tool Kits, as a means of getting such things out of
the bottom of one’s side cases where they invariably wind up under
everything else when you need them. He said he’d picked up his at
a store similar to Tractor Supply Company, called “Agri”. The store
was also probably similar to an Agway. And the thing only cost Five
Bucks he said. Not bad at all—I can just imagine what Wunderling
or some other high-end Beemer Accessory company would charge
for something like that! John said that while riding out west, he’d
seen two of them on a fellow’s GS—one bolted on each side of the
GS’s license plate.

Ron, “The Camper” had just gotten back from fighting the roads
up around Buffalo (snowdrift city) where traffic had been at a stand-
still in many places and where the police were rescuing stranded
travelers from their cars using snowmobiles, and along with giving
us a description of the mess that snow made up there, he showed us
his new-fangled Canadian Easy-Pass Card (you gotta go to Canada
to get one) with the electronic chip in it that enabled him to zip right
over the Whirlpool Bridge at Niagara Falls earlier in the year when
the Peace Bridge Traffic to Buffalo was tied up for a good 2 hours or
more at the crossing gates. His advice was that if you did much
traveling in Canada, that card was worthwhile—if my memory serves
correctly, from what he said, the card sort of acted like a Canadian-
US and US-Canadian Passport also. Neat!

As always, we had an enjoyable morning, as evidenced by the
fact that breakfast went on well past 11 before we headed out into
the “snow shower’ and home.

Ratpy

WEST BREAKFAST RIDE

Sat. DEec. 11, 2010
by Walt Halaja
Four members were present for this fine breakfast at the Bob Evans
restaurant: Frank Beatrous, Dave McLaughlin, Ralph Meyer, and I,
Walt Halaja. This was an extra long breakfast because we didn’t
leave till 11:00 Hrs., with a lot of BS-in’. On the way out to the
bikes, | thought we were going to head our separate ways, though |
had said | had thought about going to European, but then figured on
just going home, when Frank said, “Well, if you want to ride out to
Euro Cycles doing back roads, | will tag along;” then Dave 2 Spark

said he would go too! Suddenly I felt like | was a rock between hard
spots, so | thought | better go after all. So off we went doing back
roads with me trying to show Frank and Dave a different way than
we’ve taken before. Ralph headed home in his cage which he’d
come in as his driveway had been too icy to get the bike out without
dropping it. It took about 50 some minutes to arrive as we bid fare-
well to Frank as he continued on home from Euro cycles. Dave and
| got a special surprise as we entered the shop because standing be-
hind the counter with his arm around owner Lee Marks was Ron
“Reddy K.” Latkovic, who with his other hand had a napkin wiping
the crumbs of the Lee’s face! Boy did we laugh! Well we all know
that Ron and Lee are very good friends and that’s good, so my sug-
gestion would be “if you needed a special favor from Lee and if
Reddy K. is there, | would say go thru Ron because he has a special
way with Lee where you and | might not have.” All kidding aside,
Ron had seen us coming though we didn’t see him and that’s what
made his act so great. Dave and | milled around a bit then headed
home; Dave took the fast way home, with me back tracking to the
back roads again—my favorite way most always! So now you know
there was a breakfast and a short ride.

PS: ... Be Advised that European is having a sale with many items
marked down 30 to 70% “till Jan. 4th, 2011. Maybe you can take a
ride out or check on line at European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh http:/
/www.bmwpgh.com/default.asp

Warr

Walt shot this second picture so nobody would think those riding were doing
so in 25° weather with no means of keeping one’s chinny-chin-chin from
freezing all to heck at 60 mph (Walt was the cameraman so left his neck

gaiter and balaclava off so he could see what he was doing). Ralph wimped

out and was in a cage, so he didn’t need all that good warm stuff. Somebody
also made the snide comment that one could use those things to scare the
kiddies on Halloween, especially the 2 Sparker’s because his had white and
red circles around the eyes and mouth. The abominibidable or inimitable
snowman perchance???




THE WAY WE WERE
Prepared by Walt Halaja

Four Winds BMW Riders Minutes of 11/18/00

The Meeting was called to order by Lou Shinnamon at 7:22, with 38 persons in attendance
Minutes from the last meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter.
Stacy Asherman gave the treasurers report current balance is $7314.74

Paul Cronin gave a report on the “second Sunday”, North ride, which was held at the Seweckley Eaten
Park . Eight persons were in attendance and the breakfast lasted for 2 hours. Paul also reported that
the 4 Th Sunday ride in December is Christmas eve but that C & K Cycle will be open for breakfast.
Conrad Rossetti again asked about the possibility of Sunday afternoon rides

John Bauerline is looking for Four Winds participation in a charity run late in July of 2001 for benefit
of the Washington County ARC..

Adrian Marini suggested that the board of directors and not using the “rally chairman” title run the
2001 Rally. Paul (President Elect) said that will be talked about at a later date with a meeting of people
who could and would help out at the rally.

Don Poremski made his proposal concerning the Member Participation incentives. Don had a hand out
that explained the point system in basic which would allow a member earn stickers, which could be
worn on your helmet, for volunteering and getting involved in club activities. The club needs to look at
a method of funding this program. A motion was made that the incentive program be funded with the

50/50 moneys. The motion was seconded and the membership voted in favor of the motion.

Trent Denison (Director Elect) is gathering Web Site information, if you can help Trent out give him a
call at 412 771 7654.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:58
Fred Maskrey

Second Sunday Ride Report
:by Paul Cronin

The second Sunday breakfast riders met December 10 at the Oasis, near the I-79, Wexford 910
interchange. When my brother Jim and I left Scott Twp at 9:15 it was 18 degrees. We took the car as
.did the other eight “riders’ that met for breakfast. The consensus was that if it was too cold to ride the
next best thing was bench riding with other motorcyclists. Many conversations were heard to contain
the phrases, ” I don’t ride when its colder than..” or “As soon as they salt the roads, I park my bike
‘till spring”. In addition to Jim and I, Dana and Stacy Asherman, Hertha and John Oldenberg, Beth Ann
Brady, “Rabbit” Kostreva, Ed Syphan and Larry Beck enjoyed the breakfast specials, which included
Two Eggs, fried potatoes, bacon, Texas toast and juice for $4.00. Omelets may have been a little more.
We plan to meet at this location on January 14. Join us if you can, on two wheels or four. The South
ride willl be on January 21, the day after the banquet, at C & K cycle.

Page 5
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Below is a short summary who and where | am. | appreciate your help on this.

I am the person Tom Primke refers to in his farewell article in the December 4winds newsletter (page 6). | thought I should introduce myself
and tell a little bit about me. | am a mechanical engineer, 44 years old, married and have 3 kids (14, 12, and 10). We live in Germany (for
now) and | keep a bike in the US that | had for over 10 years now. | work for Siemens (one of the biggest German companies) - the GE of
Europe -. Due to Tom Primke relocating | need to find a new place to store it. I come to the US several times a year on business and in the
summer | usually find the time to get on a tour with the bike. The bike is an 1986 R80RT (pic attached [See above picture - editor]). | may
need storage for 2 years and then move on.

A bit of my North American history: | was born in Trenton; when | was 6 years old my parents went back to Germany. At the age of 32
I was transferred by Siemens to Milwaukee (that was where | worked with Tom), | worked and lived there with my family from 1996 til
1999, our second child was born there. Being a big fan of airheads (85-96) | bought an 1986 R80RT in Milwaukee, fixed it up and began to
ride thru a country | am a citizen of, but never had seen anything of. When we moved back to Germany in ‘99 | kept the bike and stored it at
various places throughout the years (Denver, Seattle, San Francisco). | returned every two years and rode a 10 day tour thru other parts of the
country (West). What an experience compared to Europe!

From 2006 till 2009 I lived in Calgary, AB, Canada with my family - (another company transfer). | have done all the great roads in the
West, so, | was interested in getting a taste of the east. | had never been to any state east of W1 before. | rode the bike to Tom’s in the summer
of 2010 with the intention to keep it there for the next 2 years but then his plans were changed by Siemens, | guess.

Thanks to everybody considering my request. Please feel free to contact me.

Cheers,

Andreas Wille

BMWMOA¥# 81958 (dropped out 2000)
Karlsruhe, Germany

e-mail: andreas.wille@siemens.com
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Two CATs AND A REMOTE
By Don Poremski

Well, it's that most difficult time of year. It's like the “boo/yea” game. Boo after some aspect of the season one
doesn't like and Yea for those you do.

More often than not, in early December | can be found in “my chair” with one cat on my lap and another on
my left shoulder, baby burping style. They are doing their best to lift my spirits with warmth and companionship,
but the chair is too close to the living room window which looks out on an ever more bleak scene. Winter is here
and even Time Warner Cable + Speedvision will not displace the fact that I'd rather be riding.

Yes, I'm keeping my right hand and wrist in shape selecting buttons on the remote, but during the day there is
little to be found for viewing. Perhaps | shouldn’t have deleted those Moto GP recordings. Maybe too | should
stay away from MSNBC and the realities | suspect but would rather ignore. Having the long-serving PC get
even more erratic isn't helping either.

Call me a quitter if you will, but | separated from Facebook the other day, too.

Nothing contributes more to my growing gloom than finding out other persons are doing more than I...at least
that's what they say they’re doing on said site. You know that others are scraping the bottom of the internet
barrel when they send the same footage of a Russian in Moscow morning traffic for the third time. Maybe his
depression drove him to risk life and limb on his sportbike or maybe it was a huge conspiracy concocted with
tens, yea even hundreds of commuters, then sped up to waggle their fingers at more sedate American riders,
like yours truly.

And are there any bright spots looming for motorcyclists coming before the vernal equinox? The Cycle World
show will be at the IX Center in Cleveland at the end of January. Yea! BMW will not be present. Boo! There’s
skiing. Yea! The closest slopes are tame. Boo! There's working on your machine(s) in preparation for the 2011
season. Yea! Don’t drop a shim into the engine. Boo!

One supposes that there is only anticipation left. There are: the expanded functions with the Canton
Motorcycle Club that will include “night before” camping in Brewster, the Micro Rally held at the new facility, how
about a run to Sistersville for dinner and dancing and maybe even a longer trek to the Grand Canyon of
Pennsylvania with an excursion/dinner train ride.

True, all or any of that would be great on one of the new bike models tempting us from the magazine pages,
but the current stable will suffice, thank you. Well, | feel better having put down these thoughts. Maybe you feel
better too knowing your pain is shared by others. Here, Kitty, kitty.

Down
00 0000000000000 0000000000 00000O0C0O0COCKOCNOPNONOSNONONOSNONEONOEONOEOSOEO®EONOSOOOOINOP
([ ] ([ ]
.‘ On the Net... “
° Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what °
“ it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders... “
° Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there. °
([ ] ([ ]
° Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and °
“ past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so. .‘
° Does Motorcycle training reduce accidents? From Al Vangura: http://thekneeslider.com/archives/2010/12/13/does- o
“ motorcycle-training-reduce-motorcycle-accidents/?sms_ss=email&at_xt=4d06d063a623bfh2%2C0 .‘
e  Testing an F800GS to see what it can do - From Al Vangura: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQSq6IHr2Gk °
([ ] ([ ]
([ ] ([ ]
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

How po I join
Four WinDs BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-

mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.
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BANQUET DIRECTIONS

The annual 4 Winds banquet will be held at the Best Western Parkway
Center Inn, 875 Greentree Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15220. Ph.: 412-922-
7070. Here's how to get there:

FROM DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH: Follow signs for 376 West towards
the airport. You will eventually pass over the Fort Pitt Bridge and
through the Fort Pitt Tunnel. As you exit the tunnel you will continue
on 376 West towards the airport. Go 2 miles and take Exit 4B Parkway
Center. Travel up the ramp and hotel is on the right.

FROM THE SOUTH HILLS: Take Route 19 North (Washington Road)
and follow it to Cochran Road. Turn left onto Cochran Road and follow
to Green Tree Road (Route 121 North). Bear right onto Greentree Road.
Continue on Greentree Road. It crosses over 376 overpass and straight
to the hotel on the right.

FROM THE WEST: Follow 376 Parkway West towards Pittsburgh. Take
Exit 4A. At light turn left onto Greentree Road. Greentree Road crosses
over 376 overpass. Continue on Greentree Road to the hotel on the
right.

Approximate Latitude/Longitude Coordinates for GPSs: N40.42575
W80.04155



