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MAY MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
May 21st, 2011 at European Motor-
cycles of Pittsburgh in Wexford from
12–3PM. Lunch will be at noon.  Our
thanks to Lee Marks and the crew
of European MCs for the opportu-
nity to meet there!
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NOTE SOUTH

BREAKFAST RIDE

LOCATION

CHANGE!  SEE P.
2, COLUMN 3!PRESIDENTS COLUMN   5/11

     I hear that we had a good meeting this
month but unfortunately I was at a
wedding in Ohio and couldn’t make it. I
would like to thank Diane for helping me
out by running the meeting and Don for
giving his presentation, which I heard, was
great.

     In spite of the recent cold, wet weather,
the riding season is getting into full swing.
So check your tires and fluids and get out
riding.

     We have a lot of things coming up, so
keep checking the newsletter and website
for updates.  We have a new location for
the southern break feast ride.  The
Sisterville ride and the Snowshoe rides
are coming up, so mark your calendars.

     Some people have started asking me
for more details for the Snowshoe ride:
such as who is leading rides down there,
what events are planned, etc.  I  have WV
brochures on the rides based out of
Snowshoe which I will distribute down
there. Near by is the Cass rally, the Cass
railroad and many more things to do.  I
plan to go down early on Saturday
morning.  I would suggest that anyone who
is interested in going down, go the forum
on the web site and let us know you are
going.  I will post there when I am leaving
and from where.  Any one else interested
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
May Meeting: May 21; June
issue deadline: Tues., May
24th).  Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, May 1 — North at King’s, I-

79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, May 14 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM

Sun, May 15 — South at Eagles
Landing Restaurant, at
Rostraver Airport on Rte 51,
10:00 AM

Sat, May 28 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

2011 SHACKS
Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for any
Shack locations and dates to help
keep us smiling through the win-
ter, and keep ‘em rolling!

MEETING SCHEDULE

2011
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

May 21, 2011, 12PM — Euro-
pean Motorcycles of Pittsburgh
(Come plenty early so you can
ogle the new bikes and good-
ies!)

June 18, 2011, 12PM — at the
Laurel Highlands Rally,
www.pioneerparkcampground.com,
Sommerset, PA

July 16, 2011, 12PM — TBA
August, 2011 — Friday, August

19, 12PM to Sunday, August
2 1
45th Annual Four Winds
Rally!

September 17, 2011, 12PM —
TBA

October 15, 2011, 12PM — TBA
November 19, 2011, 12PM —

TBA
December, 2011 — No Monthly

Meeting

in leading a ride down there, post it on the
forum (under rides-WV).  State when and
where you are leaving from and how you
tend to ride (slow, few stops, etc.).

     One of my intentions this year was to
offer more activities for our members with
less work by those of us who are
organizing these events.  We cannot afford
to continue burning out those members
that are willing to work for the club.  So,
if you want the club to continue, then chip
in and help.  Offer to lead a group down to
WV, offer to lead a ride while down there,
volunteer for a rally committee, consider

running for office.  The club can’t
continue without everyone helping out, so
get involved.

Will see ya on the road,

SEAN
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FOUR WINDS BMW RIDERS

APRIL MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 16, 2011

AT THE SPAGHETTI WAREHOUSE

• VP Diane Pears presided over the meeting for absent President Sean Barrett.

• 24 in attendance

• Walt Halaja and Leo Stanton braved the wet and windy weather and rode their bikes to the meeting.

• Old business – none

• New business

o The thank you card and pictures that Hoss Brooks sent were passed around.  He is a mechanic at
European Motorcycles whose 2 yr. old daughter passed away recently.  Four Winds had sent a sympathy
card.

o The membership map that Diane Pears is working on was discussed with the members.  It was suggested
that house numbers be eliminated.

o Social activities that were not bike related where the whole family could participate were discussed.  At
the board meeting, Bethany Furey’s offer to research some of the suggestions was gratefully accepted.

o Treasurer Larry Shockling presented his report.  Tom Furey will be transitioning into the treasurer’s
position in a month or so.

o Tom Primke’s email about his bicycling accident was read.
o An overview of upcoming events was made.  Members were advised to check the website and newsletter

for details.
o The meeting place for the south breakfast ride is changing to the Rostraver’s Airport, Eagle’s Landing

Restaurant beginning with the May meeting.
o Guests and members we haven’t seen in a while:

Jeff Harlich, son Jacob and nephew Chris
Rob Duggan
John & Marge Humphrey

o Jay Singh won $28 in the 50/50 raffle and donated it back to the 4 Winds.

• Don Poremski presented the MOA/MSF interactive program entitled “Street Smarts - A Rider Perception
Program”

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, JOYCE ELK, SECRETARY PRO TEM

YES, MAUD!  THERE WERE SOME

APRIL SOUTH BREAKFAST RID-
ERS AT KINGS BRIDGEPORT!  SEE

P. 10.
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APRIL MEETING PICTURES
Shot at the Spaghettin Warehouse by our official “Casey the

Crime Photographer,” Ron‘Reddy-K’ Latkovic

MANUY THANKS, RON!

VEEP DIANE ‘LADY DI’ PEARS

STANDS IN FOR PREZ SEAN BARRETT

AND HAS A SMILE FOR LARRY AT HIS

TREASURER’S REPORT

DON P. AND LEO KICK VARIOUS INTEREST-
ING TIRES!

WHILE KEV, WALT, DIANE, AND TIM

PERUSE THE POSSIBILITIES OF

SPAGHETORIAL PLEASURES...
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BIZNESS DOES GET ENACTED, RAIN OR NO

RAIN!

AND ENJOYABLE SCHMOOZING

GOES ON APACE

AS ALWAYS!
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On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this
and past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.

From Ed Syphan (Bimota URLs):
The Bimota Factory: http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery-turbo/13996-twist-the-throttle-the-bimota-factory-video.htm
The Origin of Bimota: http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery-turbo/13995-twist-the-throttle-origin-of-bimota-video.htm
A Test Ride on the Bimota DB5: http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery-turbo/13998-twist-the-throttle-a-test-ride-
on-the-bimota-db5-video.htm
A Test Ride on the Bimota Dilirio: http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery-turbo/13997-twist-the-throttle-a-
test-ride-on-the-bimota-dilirio-video.htm

NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE 4/3/2011
The weathermen and ladies said 60% chance of rain showers de-
volving into rain, but that was in the afternoon; the morning they
said was to be ‘Partly Cloudy’ with a high in the mid 40s.  Perfect
riding weather!  So eleven of the ‘usual suspects’ showed up for the
North Breakfast Ride: John “The Long Rider” Allen, Frank “Prof”
and Joan Beatrous, Jack “The Blue Knight” Bramkamp, Walt “Cap’n”
Halaja, Carl “Mr. Fixit” Hartz, Ron “The Camper” Kranz, Ron
“Reddy-K” Latkovic, Dave “One Sparker” McLaughlin, Ralph “The
Princeton Tiger” Meyer, and John “Let’s Roll” Rolin—Paul White

appears still to be enjoying snowbird status in Florida among the
oranges and tangerines.  With a crew like that breakfast couldn’t
help but be a ball.  Everything was discusstigated from Daytona Bike
week, how the ruibber meets the road, oils, brakes, cylinders, carbs
(both gasoline and calorific), valves, and what have you, including
the new bikes in our midst along with some occasional discussion of
agnosticism with nice liberal religious points in between.  ‘Editor’
Meyer leaned on Ron Kranz to do a write up for the newsletter of his
ride to, and activities at, Daytona since he was just back from there.
There were two neat ‘new’ (they’re like magazines, ‘new’ if you
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FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
2005 R1200RT: 28k miles.  $11,500.  All dealer serviced.  New front tire and front brakes. Heated seats & grips. BMW Cruise

Control.  BMW Alarm.  BMW Tankbag. Extra BWM Accessory outlet wired to battery.  Contact Trent Dennison:
trentden@juno.com

‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual
compound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF
trim, panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records.
Adult owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/obo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)

The Sidecar Rig Al Vangura Engineered: For sale at Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD.  A GREAT rig!  For pictures, see p. 10 of the
June newsletter.  Contact Bob’s BMW 866-861-5750 if interested.

2008 Royal Enfield Classic Iron-Barrel 500 Single, with many Upgrades, Goodies, and Extras.  4K miles (just about broken
in).  Old time easy to work on technology.  Asking $3500 OBO. meyer@zoominternet.net.

2004 BMW R1150RS, 10K miles, excellent condition.  6 spd., ABS, heated handgrips, BMW side cases & top case, BMW tank
bag.  Original manual with dealer service records, tool kit.  Throttle meister, engine guards, Aeroflow headlight cover, carbon
fiber yoke protector.  BMW Dealer performed 12K service and annual service before storing for winter.  Fluids changed:
brake, clutch, rear wheel drive, and motor oil.  Valves adjusted.  2 new Metzeler Z6 tires.  PA state inspection good to Nov
2011.  Ready to Roll!   $8000 https://picasaweb.google.com/LShockling/BMW2004R1150RSSept2010Shockling?feat=directlink
. Phone: 724 327 6922 or e-mail: shockla@aol.com .

never read or rode ‘em before) bikes in our midst this morning, and,
lest there be any Harley riders around at our clean-living ATGATT
appearance, Reddy-K brought along and occasionaly wore his “AKA
the mad Harley Biker do-rag and wig” to fend off any criticism from
the V-Twin crowd that might show up.  Meantime, while we were
waiting for Rose, our efficient waitress, to bring our ordered good-
ies, Ron was making with his brand new 12 Megapixel Canon cam-
era—the photos from which grace this article in fine fettle!  Danke
schön, Ron!  ...We were also able to persuade Rose to get a pic of
Ron in the Biker getup too—which see!

What were the new bikes in our midst you ask?  One was Frank’s
new 750cc Ural 2 wheel drive Patrol and the other was Reddy-K’s
new Suzuki Gladius.  Frank said he’d been thinking for several years
about getting a hack to ride to work during the winter when he has to
face snow and ice and each spring decided not to bother until a couple
of weeks ago when he was able to pick up the Ural (it looked spick,
span, and sparkling like right off the showroom floor) that he and
Joan arrived on and in.  It was an immediate show stopper and came
with almost all the bells and whistles:  a reverse gear, both rear
wheels—the bike’s and the sidecar’s—driven but with the sidecar’s
wheel drive capable of being locked out for running on dry roads,
and, get this:  A power reverse so the whole rig can be easily backed
up while the rider remains nicely seated with feet on the footpegs.
Frank said the Russians are getting the quality down far better than
they used to.  All in all it looked like a neat bike and can’t but be a
real boon on snow and ice—which, as you know, Pittsburgh ‘occa-
sionally’ is blessed with during the colder post winter solstice era
each year. (Whaddaya mean “occasionally”???)  Joan said that the
next time she rides, she’s wearing ear plugs because sitting in the
hack with the engine and mechanicals clattering just off one’s left
ear is darn noisy...not to mention the wind that curls around over the
sidecar’s windshield and attacks the back of one’s helmet.  Practical
experience is the best for determining gear!

The second ‘new’ bike is the Suzuki Gladius that Ron picked up
by trading in his cruiser (Good Gawd!!! NOT the R1150RT???... no,
breathe easy. Never!  That’s a grand tourer anyway, not a cruiser!) on
it at Crossroads.  He’s had it now for a couple of weeks, and says he
just loves it!  He says it’s more fun than...  well, I don’t remember

what he said it was more fun than, but I suspect he considers it more
fun than the proverbial barrel of monkeys!  And guess what?  Its 90°
V-Twin provides a most enjoyable burble!  Neat sound!  Move over
Ducati!  There’s another 90° twin in the pew with you (not, of course
to knock Ducks, ‘cause they’re the original neat, quick, look cool,
and sound great bikes.)  Ron sez he has no trouble at all putting his
feet on the ground as it has but a 31 inch high seat.  Geez!  I wish
BMW would get that message!  All us inseam challenged Beemer
riders would sure appreciate it!

OK, so after downing ‘cakes, eggs, fries, sausages, corned beef,
toast, bacon, tea, coffee, etcetera, after heading outside to ogle the
bikes new and usual a bit more, and Walt’s getting a picture of the
gang with Frank’s Ural at front and center, we discussed what we
might do for a ride.  John Allen had an ad for an ornithological (bird)
equipment place up Rte 19, and said he was looking for a squirrel
proof bird feeder and, thinking they might have something of that
sort, he was going to ride up there and take a look around.**  Walt
asked me if I were going home, to which I replied in the affirmative.
He said he was heading to Wayne, his son’s, house just around the
bend and up Heckert Rd. from me, but that he wasn’t at all averse to
a nice ride—I think he was enjoying the heck out of riding with that
great new knee of his.  He figured a ride to the Lake Arthur boat
landing up 528 north of Evans City and Prospect would make for a
nice little dust-off of the bikes that would enable us to get back be-
fore the weather let loose with anything less desirable than the nice
cloudy weather we were then enjoying.  Reddy-K, John Rolin, and I
all agreed as that would enable us to enjoy both Franklin Rd. to
Evans City and 528 from thence onward.  Since I was pretty familiar
with how to get to Franklin Rd from King’s via back roads, I was put
in the lead, and off we went.

We did indeed have fun on both those roads, and spent some
time at the boat ramp at Lake Arthur, kicking tires and utilizing their
pit stop facilities before heading back (as the great Winston Spencer
Churchill always said, “One should never pass up a convenient Men’s
room!”  So we didn’t).  Putting the buckets and gloves back on, John
and Ron decided to head West at the stop sign in Prospect so as to
catch either I-79 or US 19 South to home, while Walt and I, en route
to Bakerstown, headed left to get to 422, and eventually Benbrook
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Rd to head down to Bakerstown via that generally squiggley 2 laner
route (It gave us some different country to see going south from our
ride north up 528).  All in all it turned out to be a very nice ride in
fine, cool, weather and, of course, good company.  I got home a bit
after 2:00PM to enjoy half of the hoagie Rosemary’s church sold that
Sunday (the edible kind of religion I like!) for lunch, leaving the rest
for supper along with some cabbage noodle soup my daughter had
given us.  Yum!  ...Total riding distance for the day was 72 miles.
That should have blown a few of the cobwebs out of the ol’ GT’s
system!

RALPH
**Incidentally, John Allen sent me a URL of a hilarious Youtube

video of one squirrel proof bird feeder he found.  You’ve got to take
a look!  You’ll roll off your chair with laughter!  Here ’tis:  http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A-7g-fl3g8 .

MANY THANKS TO RON “REDDY-K” LATKOVIC FOR THE PHOTOGRAPHY ON THIS PAGE, AND TO WALT

“THE CAP’N” HALAJA FOR THE GROUP PICTURE AT THE HEAD OF THE ARTICLE.  OUR “CASEY THE CRIME

PHOTOGS” DO A GREAT JOB!
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BIKE WEEK
by Ron Kranz

FROM THE W. PA RETREADS MARCH-APRIL

NEWSLETTER: HTTP://WWW.WPARETREADS.ORG/
CURRENT-EDITION

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS RON KRANZ ON MARCH

7TH???
A last minute urge has me tented in Bunnell, FL this Monday. I ar-
rived here Saturday. Giving up the comfort of my home to live a
week in a tent is discouraging. A motel means you are alone. I prefer
the campfire gatherings. Also riders recognize me at the campground.
Never alone. My last Bike Week was 2006. Today I did the ritual
ride up Main Street. Made a right onto A1A to Hwy 92. Rode past

the race track to AMI. Lo and behold AMI is now a muddy field.
Wyotech has replaced it located on Hwy 1. http://
www.wyotechbikeweek.com/

Along with the Harley dealer. A lot has moved to Hwy 1. The
race track still has the demo rides. Plus other types of vendors. South
Daytona was a vendor choice in past years. No longer, as cruiser
riders are now dominate. Touring riders take a back seat today. A
disappointed vintage race fan learned the event was canceled. At-
tendees for Bike Week are small but may grow? I will break camp
Thursday due to family events. I rode nearly 200 miles Sunday to
visit my brother in Orlando. Tomorrow, Tuesday, will be a 300 mile
day to visit WPA Retreads snowbirds in Zephyrhills. Wednesday will
require 450 miles visiting my niece in Boynton Beach. Supposed to
rest and relax not wear out the tires!

RON
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CALLING ALL CLUB MEMBERS!
by Nancy Barrett, 2011 Rally Co-Chair

Spring is in the air (no, really!) and thoughts turn to nicer weather,
increased time on the bike and The 45th Annual Four Winds BMW
Riders Rally. I know that many of you have helped in the past, and
I’m sure we will have helpers this year as well. I also think that some
of you just attend the rally year after year without the slightest idea
of what it takes to pull off the one of the oldest BMW rallies in the
country. This SHOULD be the year that you step up and volunteer. A
lot of the groundwork has been laid and I will be doing most of the
preplanning, along with the Board of Directors. What we need are
rally Committee Chairs, people to oversee and handle the schedul-
ing of things such as security, t-shirt sales, clean & tidy, morning
coffee & donuts, and entertainment, to name a few.  I already have
some hearty souls stepping up to take on tech sessions, field events,
door prizes and registration.

New this year, we are offering to waive the camping fees for
anyone who volunteers as a Committee Chair. Yes, that’s right. Chair-
persons will get a reduction in their rally admission cost.

So, is this YOUR year to become an active member of the rally
team? Need more information? Contact me via email or phone and
I’ll be happy to answer your questions.

NANCY

UPCOMING RIDES
PACKARD MUSEUM RIDE!

SUNDAY MAY 1ST -- LEAVE KING’S @
11 AM

by Ted Sohier
This is the trip to the National Packard Mu-

seum in Warren, Ohio, Postponed from April
due to bad weather.  The museum's 11th
Annual Antique Motorcycle Exhibit runs up
through May 29th.  The museum claims the
exhibit offers ". . . 30 fine machines from the
dawn of the 20th century through the mid
70's.  Rarities include at 1908 Crouch
Beltdrive, a 1936 Strap-Framed Nimbus 4-
cylinder, and a 1950 Imme."   The museum
is open Sundays from 1 to 5pm; we'll try to
get there not much later than 1 pm.  Admis-
sion: $8.00 for adults, $5 for seniors.  The
URL is:  www.packardmuseum.org .

 At Sean Barret’s suggestion, we will leave from
King's Family Restaurant, Rte. 910 at I-79,
Sunday, May 1st at 11:00 AM sharp.  If you
wish to eat breakfast with some other 4
Windsers, be at King’s at 9:30 AM so we
can be ready to roll at 11.  Full Gas Tanks
to start!  We’ll eat lunch together at a res-
taurant in Warren after visiting the museum.
If May 1st’s weather is bad, the rain date
will be the following Sunday, May 8th,
same time setup.

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

RIDE TO SNOWSHOE, WV
Arrive Friday or Saturday, returning on Mon-

day.  Make a reservation at the Inn at Snow-
shoe:  304-572-1000. You need to tell them
that you are with the Four Winds BMW
group.  Rates are $79.50 for a single, $86
for a double, $92.50 for a triple and $99 for
a quad room.  Breakfast bar included. Call
soon for reservations.  More info on activi-
ties there to follow in later issues.

SOUTH BREAKFAST RIDE

4/17/2011
Well, Paul Cronin said he’d be there, so three of us showed up at the
Bridgeport King’s Restaurant:  Carl Hartz, Dave McLaughlin, and I.
We had a fine King’s Breakfast, and that after searching all over
King’s restaurant for Paul, but we never did find him.  Hope nothing
happened to him and that he just decided not to come after all.  In
any event, Carl, Dave, and I had a fine breakfast and shared enjoy-
able stories about one thing and another.  It must’ve been a good
palaver, ‘cause I didn’t get home ‘till 1:15 PM!

I must admit though that it was fun and games coming and go-
ing, as the crosswinds on I-79 were something else!  Dave said they
blew his KLR around like mad, and here I’d been thinking it would
have been easier with the KLR as it doesn’t have the slab-sided
fairing the K-GT does.  But Dave figured that spokes, like a feath-
ered aircraft prop, presented an apparent solid surface to the wind
gusts.  Whatever the case, we had ‘fun.’

RALPH



11

IT’S TO LAUGH
from Ron Latkovic

MORE ITS TO LAUGH!
WHY OUR HEALTH CARE COSTS ARE

SO HIGH!!!
From Diane “Lady Di” Pears

Bubba had shingles.
Those of us who spend much time in a doctor’s office should

appreciate this! ...Doesn’t it seem more and more that physicians are
running their practices like an assembly line?

HERE’S WHAT HAPPENED TO BUBBA:
Bubba walked into a doctor’s office and the receptionist asked him
what he had. Bubba said: ‘Shingles.’ So she wrote down his name,
address, medical insurance number and told him to have a seat.

Fifteen minutes later a nurse’s aide came out and asked Bubba
what he had...

Bubba said, ‘Shingles.’ So she wrote down his height, weight, a
complete medical history and told Bubba to wait in the examining
room.

A half hour later a nurse came in and asked Bubba what he had.
Bubba said, ‘Shingles..’ So the nurse gave Bubba a blood test, a
blood pressure test, an electrocardiogram, and told Bubba to take off
all his clothes and wait for the doctor.

An hour later the doctor came in and found Bubba sitting pa-
tiently in the nude and asked Bubba what he had.

Bubba said, ‘Shingles.’ The doctor asked, ‘Where?’
Bubba said, ‘Outside on the truck. Where do you want me to

unload ‘em??’
HOPE THIS MAKES YOU LAUGH OUT LOUD LIKE I DID....
THESE DAYS WE NEED ALL THE LAUGHS WE CAN GET
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THE WAY WE WERE
from Walt Halaja’s file
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MS RIDE

ESCAPE TO THE LAKE

JUNE 11 & 12, 2011
By Mike Ammerman

This year’s MS Escape to the Lake will be June 11 and 12, 2011.  The route will be the same as last year; i.e. the ride will leave Coopers
Lake and travel to Edinboro University for an overnight stay.  Sunday morning will have the bicyclists leave Edinboro and travel to Conneaut
Park, Ohio.

The purpose of the motorcyclists is to offer intersection control at all the major intersections to make sure the bicyclists get across the
intersection safely and also to offer guidance to the cyclists. You are their extra eyes.   In case of an emergency, the motorcyclist will get word
to the SAG (service and gear) wagons on the route to get whatever aid the cyclist may require.  Last year, I was able to put a motorcycle with
a rider and co-rider or two motorcycles with single riders on each intersection with an extra motorcycle every third intersection to act as
relief for those three intersections.  This worked out very well so that nobody was left at an intersection without some type of relief.

If you are interested in helping with this year’s ride, you can help either Saturday, Sunday, or both days.  If you help on Saturday only, you
will be provided your evening meal at Edinboro.  You’ll need to get a meal ticket from my wife, Darlene, who will be at the dorm where the
motorcyclists will be staying overnight.  If you help both Saturday and Sunday, your evening meal on Saturday and breakfast on Sunday will
be provided as well as your overnight lodging at Edinboro in one of the dorms.  You will need to bring your own pillow.  You will also have
access to the refreshments at the rest stops on both days whether you help with one or both days.

If you have any questions, please contact me, Mike Ammerman, at 412-795-6685 or send me an e-mail at auwinger@verizon.net.  If you
are interested in helping, send me your cell phone number (if available), e-mail address, and T-shirt size.  Thank you.
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NTMKAEAH, PART 2
By Don Poremski

Now that my knees and ears are (still) hairy, a whole raft of observa-
tions, and Erato (who can be a nag as well as an inspirer), persuade
me to add to my previous effort. The first part chronicled the change
in motorcycle riding styles brought on by the aging process. What
follows will be recognized by those like me, (aging but alert) as
evidence of what we can expect in today’s youth-oriented society.

Thirty years ago a look from the opposite sex that lingered more
than a second or two might be interpreted as approval of outward
appearances. Now it indicates amazement that I walk without dod-
dering and am capable of opening mall doors by myself. Television
commercials don’t do much to ameliorate what we can expect from
growing older.

For example there are those people who have sex in separate
bath tubs, a truly amazing feat. I am corrected by others that they are
merely cooling their naughty bits after absolutely torrid mating. The,
ahem, thrust of those commercials is that some men need help in
localizing blood volume in certain body areas, but is the problem so
prevalent that every third ad has to be for this type of product? Come
on! I have memorized the side effects and warnings. As for four hours,
well, it does pay to advertise, doesn’t it?

The small screen isn’t alone in providing solutions. When I scan
the spam folder for communications that I might not appreciate, there
are often prods to buy products to lengthen my equipment for better
service. Well, not being able to focus on anything closer than my
wrists has given me a solution in this area. When I want male en-
hancement all I have to do is put on my reading glasses. And I’ve got
plenty of them. Thanks to discount stores I can buy them for as little
as ninety eight cents if I don’t mind that they were designed for a
child’s head. For adult-sized glasses you may fork out as much as
nine dollars. But even though they are inexpensive, I hate misplac-
ing them. If I put lanyards on everything that I frequently lose, I’d
look like a puppet on the lam. I’m doing all I can to resist running a
string through my sleeves to keep my gloves nearby. And why is it
that it’s usually the left lens that pops out of my spectacles. Is it
because I vote Democratic?

Flights of fancy regarding returning to previous physical tone
through exercise are usually short lived. What if each person only
gets a certain number of heart beats. Raising pulse rate could be just
shortening your life. Then there’s the looks from others in the locker
room. Babies in prams know this look. “Oh, that’s so cute. The old
codger is still clinging to youth. Wait until I leave him in my dust on
the running track.”

Then there was the embarrassment at the mall kiosk the other
day. What harm could a small diamond stud do? Left is right and
right is wrong was the advice given to me by those already pierced.
While inquiring as to the cost of both the procedure and the stud, a
small group of twenty-somethings had gathered. The kiosk attendant
was no doubt playing to that audience when she asked me if I wanted
the piercing half way down the age crease already present on my ear
lobe. Grrrr. And why do I have to avoid colliding with a teen texting
while walking with poor peripheral vision?

There is some solace in knowing that it has ever been thus; one
generation disparaging the other. I just wanted to leave a record of
my notations before I die while doddering into a mall door or slip-
ping while exiting a claw-foot tub burdened by a four-hour enhance-
ment.

DON
**NTMKAEAH (“Now That My Knees And Ears Are Hairy”--Ac-

cording to Jeff Foxworthy, as one ages, hair migrates from the
top of one’s head to ears, nose, etc.)

DUCATI " DIAVEL" INTRO PIX

SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2011
By Ron “Reddy-K” Latkovic

This is for the Ducatistis and other lovers of machines from ‘South
of the Border’ (of Bavaria, that is!) among us:

Here are pictures of  the evening’s unveiling of the new Ducati "
DIAVEL" cruiser by European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh at the Fox
and Hounds Bar in the North Hills.   A great time was had by all, and
the bike’s a kick!
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ALL PICTURES ARE BY OUR ROVING REPORTER AND CAMERAMAN SUPERB, RON “REDDY-K” LATKOVIC!
THANKS, RON!
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MAY MEETING:
The regular 4 Winds BMW Riders’ Club meeting will be held Saturday,

May 21st, 2011 from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM at European Motorcycles of
Pittsburgh, 10269 Perry Hwy, Wexford, PA 15090; Phone: 724-934-
4269.

From the South:  Take I-79 North.  Take exit 73 to the right onto Pa-910 to
Wexford.  Turn right at the exit light onto the Orange Belt, staying in
the middle lane and then straight into the right lane after the next light
after the exit at Brandt School Road.  Stay on Rte 910 to the 4 way stop
at Church Road just before 910 goes under the Rte 19 overpass.  Turn
right onto Church Rd.  Continue South onto Perry Hwy.  Go about 1.6
miles on Perry Hwy to European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh on your
right.

From the North: Take Perry Hwy (Rte 19) South to European Motorcycles
of Pittsburgh in Wexford on your right.

From the East: Take the Red or the Orange Belt to Perry Hwy (Rte 19),
then take Perry Hwy South to European Motorcycles in Wexford, on
your right.

European Motorcycles' GPS Coordinates: N40° 36.100' W80° 02.950'

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


