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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
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It’s Sunday and | am finally get-
ting around to changing oil and fil-
ter, checking other fluids and giv-
ing the bike its yearly wash and
wax. It’s been abusy spring but |
need to get this done before head-
ing to Snowshoe,WV next week-
end.

I have been riding for a couple
of months this year but this will be
the first long trip of the year and |
am looking foreward to it. | will
be leaving early on Saturday
(check the forum and newsletter
for details) and coming back on
Monday. So far, we have ten
rooms reserved and am looking
foreward to a lot of riding and vis-
iting.

Remember, next month’s meet-
ing is in Somerset, Pa. at the Laural
Highlands BMW campout--should
be fun and it is a great ride.
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BoARD OF DIRECTORS
2011

President — Sean Barrett
724-941-1543
nancyandsean@comcast.net

Vice President — Diane Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer — Larry Shockling
724-327-6922
shockla@aol.com

Corres. Sec’y — Joyce Elk
724-935-2062
jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y — Patrick Barrett
724-941-1543
trilku@gmail.com

Director — Jack Bramkamp
412-318-2145
pennreel@excite.com

Director — Kris McClain
724-941-1543
trilku@gmail.com

JUNE MEETING INFO

The June Four Winds BMW Riders’” meet-
ing will be held Sat., June 18th, 2011 at
the Laurel Highlands Campout at Pioneer
Park Campground from 12-3 PM and
thereafter. Bring your own sack lunch &
drink. If you want to stay for the Lau-
rel Highlands BBQ Chicken supper,
you must make a reservation before
June 11th with Jason Kaplitz. See back
page for info.




PuBLICATION INFO

The Four Winds BMW Riders
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors. Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer

Deadline: Articles submitted must
be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Aug. Meeting: Aug. 21; Sept.
issue deadline: Tues., Aug.
24th). Atrticles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:

E-mail submissions: Send as at-
tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:
<meyer@zoominternet.net>

Avrticles on Disk Media mail to:
Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:

Avrticles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.
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MEETING SCHEDULE
2011

Mark the dates on your calen-
dars, but remember...

All meeting sites are tentative.
Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

June, 2011 — 12:00PM at the
Laurel Highlands Campout at
Pioneer Park Campground
about 7 miles West of Somerset
just off Rte 31. See http://
wwwipioneerparkcampground.com
for info.

July, 2011 — TBA

August, 2011 — Friday, August
19 to Sunday, August 21
45th Annual Four Winds
Rally!

September, 2011 — TBA

October, 2011 — TBA

November, 2011 — TBA

December, 2011 — No Monthly
Meeting

N Z/

2011 SHACKS

Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for any
occasional Shack locations and
dates to help keep us smiling
through the miles while and keep-
ing ‘em rolling!

A Z/

That’s it for this month, hope
to see ya on the road.

Sean

P.S. Be sure to see the infor-
mation about the Memorial Day
Weekend Ride on page 15! Plan

on going!

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides. et al.:

These rides are free-form. Those
attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride. Ifyou
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

Cowme! Eat! CHaT! RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:

Sun, Mo day — North at King’s,
1-79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, Mo day — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00AM

Sun, Mo day — South at King's,
3049 Washington Pike, off Exit
54, 1-79, Bridgeville, 10:00
AM

Sat, Mo day — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others: It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so. That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day. The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is: http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

RIDE TO WORK DAY
Be sure to remember and don’t
forget: Monday, June 20th is Ride
to Work Day! Lets see those bikes
out on the road on the way to
work!



9th Annual Laurel Bighlands BMW Riders Campout 2011
June 17,18,19, 2011

Name Rider

Address

City State Zip

Email Address

Miles ridden to Rally

Riding make & model, year

Name Passenger

Address

City State Zip

Email Address

Miles ridden to Rally
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Club affiligions:

Camping:Yes No Motel ¢$5.00 pp/pn)

Number of Attendees X $40.00 = Pd. Cash Pd. Check #

Please read and ign the following release:

I understand that the Laurel Highlands BMW Riders cannot assume responsibility for my personal safety in this event.
I choose to participate in this event voluntarily, based on my own assessment of my abilities, the route conditions and
facilities, and therefore assume all risks. I release and hold harmless LHBMWR; it’s officers, agents and members from
any and all injury and/or loss to my person or property that may result from my participation in this event. I further
certify that my vehicle and I are in compliance with all applicable license, insurance and financial responsibility laws
applicable to my participation in this event.

All participants under 18 years of age must have their parent or guardian sign the following additional release. As the
parent or guardian of the above participant, and being informed or familiar with the risk normally associated with
motorcycle events, I hereby consent to his or her participation in this event, and accept and adopt all the representations
and assumptions of risk set forth in the foregoing release.

Rider Parent or
Signature: Guardian
Passenger
Signature:

Make Checks payable to LHBMWR anmhail to:
Stacey Papinchak
840 Basin Rd. Windber, Pa. 15963



THIS PAGE PURPOSELY LEFT BLANK SO YOU
CAN REGISTER FOR THE LAUREL HIGH-
LANDS CAMPOUT WITHOUT LOSING ANY-
THING!




ZE M Ay MEETING

(THAT’s FRENCH FOR “THE MAY MEETING”)

Pictures by Ron “ReddyK™ Latkovic
Muchas Gracias Good Sir!

WHAT BETTER PLACE AND TIME TO
OGLE AND TALK BIKES???



TALK ABOUT CENTERS OF ATTRACTION!
HowsaBour tHIS NEw K1600GTL??? OR THE
LATEST DUCK???

As USUAL, A GREAT VENUE! WITH A FINE SERV-
ING OF MOTORCYCLES AND MOTORCYCLING
GOODIES AVAILABLE!



RIDE THE ALPS!
by our Northwestern Correspondent, Jurgen Brune

Would you like to ride The Alps, Anyone? | am leading a trip to the
Alps to ride a bunch of the historic passes between Switzerland,
France, Italy and Austria. This will be very similar to the Edelweiss
rides, but with more flexibility, more riding, and a bit less sightseeing.
This is for serious riders only - we'll be doing a lot of switchbacks,
much better than the "tail of the dragon" or any other curvy road this
side of the pond. We'll rent bikes in Heidelberg and pick biker-
friendly hotels. In the post-season there are plenty of affordable
rooms and few tourists, and the weather is usually stable.

Dates: September 12 to 21, 2011 (still a bit flexible)

Here is a link to our 2009 ride report: http://tinyurl.com/6j69u3h
. Contact me for details: Jirgen Brune (now in Spokane, WA) E-
mail: jurgen@brune.ws .

JURGEN

o

THE Dot “*”
Discovered by Al Vangura
FINALLY, SOMEONE HAS CLEARED THIS UP!

For centuries, Hindu women have worn a dot on their foreheads.
Most of us have naively thought this was connected with tradition or
religion, but the Indian embassy in Ottawa has recently revealed the
true story.

When a Hindu woman gets married, she brings a dowry into the
union. On her wedding night, the husband scratches off the dot to
see whether he has won a convenience store, a gas station, a donut
shop, a taxi cab, or a motel in the United States .

If nothing is there, he must remain in India to answer telephones
and provide us with Verizon technical support.
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[ ] [ ]
o On the Net... ‘.
S Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what it’s °.

° about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders... °
“ Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there. “
'. Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this .'
° and past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so. °
" From Mark Tiedemann: The Monocycle:_http://biggeekdad.com/2010/12/monocycle/ . ,’

[ ] [ ]

For SaLE
Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
2005 R1200RT: 28k miles. $11,500. All dealer serviced. New front tire and front brakes. Heated seats & grips. BMW Cruise

Control.
trentden@juno.com

BMW Alarm. BMW Tankbag. Extra BWM Accessory outlet wired to battery. Contact Trent Dennison:

‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual
compound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF
trim, panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records.
Adult owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/obo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)

The Sidecar Rig Al Vangura Engineered: For sale at Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD. A GREAT rig! For pictures, see p. 10 of the
June newsletter. Contact Bob’s BMW 866-861-5750 if interested.

2008 Royal Enfield Classic lIron-Barrel 500 Single, with many Upgrades, Goodies, and Extras. 4K miles (just about broken
in). Old time easy to work on technology. Asking $3500 OBO. meyer@zoominternet.net.

2004 BMW R1150RS, 10K miles, $7000 Excellent condition. 6 spd., ABS, heated handgrips, BMW side cases & top case,
BMW tank bag. Original manual with dealer service records, tool kit. Throttle meister, engine guards, Aeroflow headlight
cover, carbon fiber yoke protector. BMW Dealer performed 12K service and annual service before storing for winter. Fluids
changed: brake, clutch, rear wheel drive, and motor oil. Valves adjusted. 2 new Metzeler Z6 tires. PA state inspection good
to Nov 2011. Ready to Roll! https://picasaweb.google.com/LShockling/BMW2004R1150RSSept2010Shockling?feat=directlink

Home in the Johnstown, Pa. 15904 area. Asking $209,900. 4 br./ 3 bath, 2 car garage, 2,528 sq. ft., 2 decks, hot tub, .5 acre,
in Richland Twp. http://teamrealtors.pennsylvania.remax.com/PropertySearch/ListingDetail.aspx?1id=84827384 . If interested,
contact: George J. Blackham 1V, (814) 266-9573 (H) .




2011 GeORGIA MOUNTAIN RALLY

o

By Jim Linneman, Southern Correspondent

The GMR has been one of my favorite rallies ever since | first at-
tended it in 2004. It’s location in Hiawassee, GA provides every-
thing that you would want — great riding, beautiful scenery, and a
nice small town. This is the third year they are in their new location
at the Georgia Mountain Fair campgrounds moving from their previ-
ous location at Bald Mountain Campground. The change is benefi-
cial since it provides better facilities. The gathering space in the
music hall has plenty of room for registration, seminars and the clos-
ing ceremonies. The campground area is beautiful, located directly
on the lake with plenty of shady camping. The vendors are placed in
the fair area in small buildings so you can shop in comfort.

I meet with three other members of the BMW RAM s club from
the Memphis area on Thursday. Our plan was to head east on Route
72 which crosses northern Mississippi and Alabama into Chattanooga
and North Carolina. The weather that week had been very destruc-
tive with dangerous thunderstorms and tornados. We had sunshine
and warm temperatures as we headed east. Just east of Florence,
AL we stopped for fuel. Little did we know that it would be the last
gas available for the next 160 miles! The weather on Wednesday
had spawned numerous tornados that touched down on our route and
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resulted in major damage and knocked out power across a large area.
As we rode we saw evidence of the storm’s power as we passed
homes that had been destroyed and numerous trees and power lines
that were down. Traffic was stalled at major intersections since all

of the traffic signals were down. As we started to realize we may run
out of gas, we found some stations open east of Chattanooga. We
made it safely into the rally that late afternoon.

The rally quickly became busy with riders arriving late Thurs-
day and all day Friday. We took advantage of the excellent weather
to take a 260 mile ride on Friday through northern Georgia and North
Carolina. It was great to ride the last 60 miles of the Blue Ridge
Parkway into Cherokee. Since there was very light traffic we were
really able to enjoy all the curves and tunnels on that route. \We
enjoyed chili Friday night and shopped the many vendors.

Saturday was another beautiful day and we enjoyed a seminar
and | decided to ride alone and discover some local attractions. |
headed south to Helen to view the Anna Ruby Falls located in a
national forest area. The falls were located up a %2 mile trail that let
you enjoy the beautiful stream. The falls themselves were a double
falls which were flowing strong with all the recent rain. | then headed
northwest to see the Brasstown Bald which is the highest location in
Georgia. The state built an observation tower which provides an
outstanding view of the area. On a clear day you can see downtown
Atlanta 80 miles away.

Saturday night features a cook your own steak on the large grill.
We then caught up with several other RAM members around the
campfire and discussed the day’s riding and numerous other topics.
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We kept up the tradition of both the Four Winds and RAMs clubs of
not winning any good rally prizes. Since there were over 750 attend-
ees this year | can’t be too disappointed.

If you haven’t been to the GMR since it has moved to its new
location, do yourself a favor and make a note to include it on your
rally calendar in 2012. Nicky and | plan to be there and will be
happy to offer you some southern hospitality.

Jim

THEY VE FINALLY DONE IT

AND IN A Bic WAy
By Ron “Reddy-K” Latkovic
I know by now that many of you have retreated to reading many of
your favorite motorcycle magazines over and over again due to the
recent weeks’ bad weather we’ve been having, and not being able to
ride. The bike that kept coming up in my eyes in many of these books
was the new BMW K1600GTL. I’m am not by far a motorcycle ex-

pert, but | take in all the experts’ opinions, when reading them in
different articles and all I can say is | haven’t read one bad writeup
on this new hike. On one of the decent days | finally got a small ride
in and stopped in at Lee’s European Motorcycle’s of Pittsburgh and

there it was being prepped on the mechanic’s rack: the bike that in
all the magazines the pro’s were boasting about. It looked like a

Lee then told me, “Come back when it is completed and take it
for a ride and feel and see for yourself what made this machine so
popular in the eye of the Pros.”

The day finally came and | sat upon this new Stallion from Ger-
many to take in all the newest technology that’s suppose to change
how we ride motorcycles in the future.




After basic instructions from Darren on the new switches and
settings, which really was really easy, | was on my way.

I was first impressed by the non existence of any vibration upon
turning the throttle to listen to my first Bike ever with a six cylinder
engine. It was amazing! Like I said I’m not an expert, but | have
owned many, many, motorcycles in search of the perfect bike, and |
think BMW has finally done it. The bike moves like it was many
pounds lighter and the brakes are perfect for my uneven squeezes on
the lever. It makes a rider like me feel more confident from the start.

There are so many bells, whistles, and electronic toys to tell you
about that | suggest that you go out to Lee’s, take a test drive, and
feel for yourself if you think THEY’VE FINALLY DONE IT RIGHT.

Reppy-K

Les 5. Marks
Chwner

AR MOTORCYCLES OF PITTSELRGH

DUCATI PITTEEBURGH
DUCATI ®

TRIUMPH

10265 Pamy Highezy

‘Wexford, Pa 15080

{724} 34200 Vet

T34} 834-3264 Fax

molomarsEEaTang h.com

Many, MANY THANKS!

To Lee Marks and all the folks at European Motorcycles of Pitts-
burgh for their wonderful hospitality in hosting our May club meet-
ing! One piece de resistance alongside the kind hospitality was the
chance to ogle, and try out the new BMW K1600GT with all the
bells and whistles just in at European. Rumor has it that this new
awesome bike is so popular already that if you want one ASAP you
need to order it NOW, NOW, NOW, as the factory is so swamped
with orders for it that delivery dates are beginning to run into the
months before an ordered bike will show up. See Lee or Darren
ASAP if you have a hankering for this astonishing machine and hope
to have its handlebars in your hands this year!
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Put THE SPARK BAck
IN YOUR MOTORCYCLING RELATIONSHIP

From: Walt Halaja
— Ah, the thrill of the open road....! ....And it kinda gives new mean-
ing to the terminology, “Haulin’ Ass!”

“BEEMERS AT PLAY™

Having fun since before you were bor,

BEEMERS AT PLAY!
Poster pic sent in by Kevin Hart
The recently developing spate of racing the magnificent K1200S that
we’ve seen is obviously not foreign to our favorite Marque. How’s
this for a poster from a few years ago, and anyone with a penchant
for Beemer history is well aware of how Bayerische Motoren Werke
machines used to regularly sweep the field ‘back in the day.” Things
aren’t that different now, are they?

A&

22 5 WEEKS UNTIL RIDE TO WORK DAY

Monday, June 20th

Twentieth Annual




THeE WAY WE WERE BAck WHEN
by Walt Halaja

FOUK WINDS BV |

http://homestead.juno.com/trentden/4winds.hi

|
|

Issue 4

RIDE YOUR OWN RIDE

The most common reason for joining
a motorcycle club may be to find
compatible people to ride with. While
we have no problem being comfort-
able with riders from all walks of life,
it’s a challenge to accommodate dif-
ferent riding styles. Ride leaders cau-
tion us to “Ride our own ride”, which
we might interpret as “Ride within
the limits of your own capabilities or
your own comfort level”. This could
mean how often we want to stop to
read historical markers or view tour-
ist attractions, but it usually means
how fast we want to ride. Ride
leaders want all participants to enjoy
the ride, accident-free. I've observed
several approaches to accommodate
different riding styles. When Brian
leads the rally breakfast ride, he
recognizes that the group has mixed
riding styles and rides slower than he
usually does so that the participants
can enjoy the countryside and not
miss breakfast. I recall one Mother’s
day ride of three “Apex attackers”
and two slower riders. After a twisty
section, one of the faster riders would
fall back to join the slower riders.
They took turns doing this. Appar-
ently it was important to them to keep
the group together and share the
experience. On longer rides with a
predetermined destination, Adrian
recommends dividing larger groups
into two, where each group would
have a map noted with break loca-
tions and overnight stays. The Satur-
day, Sunday and Wednesday rides are
usually planned during breakfast. The
participants are “spirited” riders and
“relaxed” riders. The faster riders are
usually up front, and wait for the
slower riders at intersections where
there is a change of direction. Al-

though these individuals like to ride
fast, they are really not in a hurry-to
arrive at a destination, so they do not
mind waiting for the slower riders.
They would rather wait than have
others be uncomfortable trying to
keep up, or leave the ride, or even
worse, not participate because they
feel that they would be holding the
other riders back. (I also think that
the faster riders need the wait time to
allow adrenaline levels to normalize.)
If you have thoughts on accommodat-
ing riders with different styles, let me
know.

The best way to find compatible
riders is to participate in club rides,
but remember to “Ride your own
ride”. No ride leader wants you to
ride beyond your capabilities.

See you at Sunset Beach.

Y224

Inside this issue:
1.President's Letter 1. B.O.D.
2.Meeting schedule 2. Rides
2.Club News

3. May Minutes

4. Georgia! Oh Georgia!
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5.Sunday Ride

6.Moment

7.Events

7. In The News

inserts - 4 Winds e-mail list
A.R.C. Motorcycle Run
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Sunday Ride Report, May 13, 2001
By Rick Gzesh

9:00 AM Sunday morning, 42 degrees, clear blue sky, temperature to rise into the 60’s, no rain in
sight, perfect day for a spring ride.

I was not the only one with that thought, 15 or so members showed up at the Oasis for breakfast
and a ride. I already had a ride in mind and was hoping to recruit a few riders to join me. I wanted to
explore some roads for a destination lunch ride that I am planning for the Buttercup Rally. The initial
destination will be the “Spillway” at Pymatuning Lake near Espyville. That is the place with the claim,
“Where the ducks walk on the fish”. The fish, are thousands of huge carp that hang out at the spillway
waiting for humans to throw day old bread. It is quite a sight, much like the Grand Canyon, must be
seen to be believed! The 2nd part will be a trip down to Sharon for lunch at the Lube in the
Motorcycle Room. If you have never been to the Lube, it is pretty cool. They have vintage motorcycles
and cars hanging from the ceiling, some upside down.

During breakfast 1 pitched my plan and was able to recruit Sonny, Trent, Ted Sohier and the
brothers Cronin to join me, at least until they would have to split for Mother’s Day festivities. We
started out by retracing Ed’s Spring Kick Off Ride a couple of weeks earlier, as the roads were great,
and were in the basic direction that 1 wanted to go. We followed 528 North out of Evans City to
Route 8. After a short jaunt on Route 8 there is a turn onto a rural road that eventually leads to Route
308, which has become one of my favorite roads. We took a short break afier crossing 180 in
Clintonville. That is where my little posse wimped out on me. The Pres. and his ‘bro (on a beautiful
R90/6) decided to check out a piece of land that they own in Kennerdell, saying they needed to water a
tree there, dragging Trent along with them. Sonny and Ted stayed with me for a short while, and then
split off to head back to the Burgh. I, however rode on, making notes about the good roads that I will
want to include in my rally ride this summer.

I had only been to the Spillway once before, and had followed a friend from the opposite direction.
So imagine my surprise that I picked the correct road to lead me right to it. The carp were just as
numerous and large as I had remembered. The spillway is about 30 feet in diameter and the carp are so
numerous that it looks surreal. You don’t see anything but carp. flapping about trying to beat all of the
other carp to that piece of bread that was just thrown in. It verges on being disgusting, but you can’t
stop looking at it. All along the shore are several smaller pools of fish, all waiting for that bread, which
dozens of people were eagerly throwing their way.

After a few minutes of that nonsense and an ice cream cone, I was on my way. I decided to check
out Route 285 which travels directly though Pymatuning Lake for several miles on a land bridge, water
on both sides just below road level. You actually cross into Ohio half way across the bridge where 1
picked up Route 7 South and Route 82 to Sharon. I think I need to go back up and look for some
different roads, as that route was mostly straight, Ohio you know.

From Sharon, I found my way to Route 19, traveling through picturesque Amish Country. I plan on
incorporating parts of New Wilmington and Volant on my rally ride. Once on Route 19, I basically
made a bee line towards Pittsburgh, jumping on the Interstate in Cranberry for the last few miles to the
city. Another great ride under my belt!

Note: 1 am looking for someone to be my co-leader on the rally ride. Depending on how many people
sign up for the ride, I would like to have two groups; one faster and one slower. I would lead one
group, the co-leader the other. I plan to go back up at least one more time to finalize the route and to
make detailed notes so a route map can be made. It would be nice if the co-leader could do that with
me. If interested, please contact Rick Gzesh at 412-731-7040 (new #) or giftdp@aol.com.

Page 5
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“Moment"
by Don Poremski

Out here in the exurbs of Akron and Canton one has time to ruminate on life’s discoveries. There are
fewer distractions, a slower pace, no pesky encounters with persons of similar tastes and predilections.
Thus was it possible to fully examine a tiny incident from the return leg of the Clairton/Vanguras/May
Meeting trip.

The best part of a rather loose Saturday schedule is the oppoftunity to choose the best path to suit
one’s mood. Interstates & turnpikes OR secondaries through towns of 500 or fewer persons. Sure, it
adds 50% to the mileage, but the rewards are: better scenery, more challenging curves and a chance to
shake off a long, inactive Winter’s worth of riding cobwebs.

The maps showed a few likely route numbers, some known, some forgotten. If 90% of a route fills
one’s needs, transiting a town like Washington, PA rates as a necessary evil. TO Clairton was 150
miles of cool weather and recently cleansed asphalt. FROM was nearly the same, but a common
connector both ways included a parallel to riverside Route 7 in Ohio. Route 213 starts just south of the
39/7 intersection near Steubenville. Then it rejoins 7 just north of the Weirton Bridge. You climb out
of a valley near Yellow Creek, then run up and over a ridge with farms and the occasional oak copse
to left and right, those small towns acting like commas in a stream-of-consciousness narrative.

To get from low to high requires that the road make some quick reverses along the side of the hill.
Makes for unforgiving shale barriers on one side and lush leafery on the other. The signs said 15, 20 or
30 m.p.h., but credibility eroded when the first half dozen proved to be overly conservative. The TO
leg of the trip had shown me plenty to remember for the FROM part, so maybe I was a bit lax. There
was also the “local” in a white Ford Taurus. Coming upon him gradually, the driver gave indications
that he traveled the road often. No premature braking, stayed in his lane without kicking up berm
gravel, and maintained very near what I was calling “the pace”.

The “K” bike’s front end was now packed with cartridge emulators and replacement springs and it
seemed unshakably planted all day. So, when the sign said esses at 20 m.p.h. and curled right, my
speedometer said 35...right up to that instant when the front tire slid. The Taurus was already into the
next left as my peripheral vision hinted at the approaching shale embankment. One reads about Freddy
Spencer leaving lurid black stripes with the front tire while he corrects in a turn with MORE
THROTTLE. My reaction was the opposite, and it worked, but why I don’t know. What helped was
having experienced similar losses of traction with the same, slow, surreal spectating.

Believe it or not, “T'wo-wheeled Tuesdays™ on Speedvision was also of great assistance. The Tuesday
before the meeting Dave Despain was reporting on the Experienced Rider Course as offered by the
Motorcycle Safety Foundation and I watched because 1 have taken that course. He really harped on the
bike going where your eyes are focused and, using that as part of my 2001 “brush-up”, I could feel that
slide, almost expected hitting the pavement...again, but my eyes were on the next apex. That’s where I
found myself in a matter of seconds. No scratching of plastic, no grinding of aluminum, no scrubbing of
leather or bouncing of helmet. Immediately it was a “no sweat”, “Jeez, what just happened™ reaction,
but I just motored on. No under arm prickles, just trying to remember what had just taken place and
learning from it.

Now, after re-experiencing that corner perhaps another twenty times, I realize that the extra $20 a
month on the dish for Speedvision is worth it...all that and the Big Kahuna, too.

Page 6
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Georgia! Oh, Georgia!

By Trent Denison

I have no speakers in my helmet, so it was a real treat to trailer down to the Two Wheels Only
Motorcycle Resort (T.W.0.) in Suches, GA with the aforementioned “Violators.” Our goal for the May
1-5 trip was to cover as many of the roads in the book “Extreme Twisties.” NO PROBLEM! We did
all the Georgia listings in 2 days, several of the N. Carolina & Tennessee rides, and several other routes
suggested by the folks at T.W.O. I ended up with 1013 miles for the four days just riding around down
there. Since I am not that great of a rider, I was concentrating on the technical aspect of strafing
corners-SIPDE; Slow, look, lean, roll; start wide, apex, launch! It was really great to look in a mirror
and see the sportbikes getting smaller as (here I go again) the Sport-touring Motorcycle of the
Millenium torqued out of corners. It was good to be humbled by the 4Winds contingent to the Georgia
Mountain rally--Sean Barrett, Big Al, James Kaefer, Viggie, and cousin Vinnie-at the obligatory Deal’s
Gap visit. After that ride, as I rode alone back to T.W.O. on the straight, 4-lane stretches of 129, my
mind began to wander. I marveled at how wonderful my life has become since she came into it. How
easily she handles everything thrown at her. Changing conditions are a breeze. She backs me up and
makes up for my mistakes and flaws, no matter what kind of curve life throws my way. She is
muscular, yet soft. Tight, yet flexible. Powerful, yet smooth. Damn, what a find! I am the luckiest man
alive! My wife Jan is damn great, too! Anybody know where I can get speakers for in my helmet?

on his way home from Florida, but had an accident we found out
by his brother-in-law Ron “The Camper” Kranz. PW was

NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE
May 1, 2011

ONLY Five!
by Walt Halaja

Well members, the most attended and popular breakfast ride was
reduced to only 5 members this month, so lets just call it weather
related, OK? Members present are on the fine photo from Reddy
K’s camera. On the web-site Dave “2 Spark” McLaughlin and
John “FJR” Rolin said they were coming but didn’t make it
because of the rain! Ralph Meyer would have been there too, but
is having a health issue with his back and Paul “PW” White was
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hospitalized in a hospital ICU down south and it was thought he
may have to have surgery, but after a couple of days the doctors
said “No,” so that was good news! Paul still has an eye problem
that we hope can be cared for after he comes home. As of today,
May 7th., Paul should be on his way home with his good sister
who went down to help him out. So our thoughts and Prayers are
with Paul and Ralph for good and speedy recoverys.

One of the breakfast topics was about making all the breakfast
rides the same time, but it looks like the majority of our small



group wanted to keep them the same time as they always have
been: East and west at 09:00 hrs. and North and South at 10:00
hrs. Well, lets see what happens at the next meeting at Euro
Cycles.

After breakfast, we all headed in our separate directions from
king’s and, true to my word, | headed toward my son Wayne’s
home. And when | do that there is this road called “Logan Rd.”
that runs between Pearce Mill Rd. and Babcock Blvd. It’s a short
road, maybe 1 and 1/2 to 2 miles long and is posted at both ends
with “No Thru Traffic” signs. | have run this road many times and
there must be hundreds and hundreds of folks who live off this
road. | wonder if these signs are legal? Nevertheless, while
passing thru | saw a few Duquesne Light Trucks on the side of the
road taking a break. Well, on my way back home the men were
out of their trucks and guess who was standing there? You guessed
it! Our own Mark Zang! | stopped for a couple of minutes to chat
and he told me Duquesne light was putting more power lines in for
more home development! No thru traffic Huh? Well, I asked
Mark if maybe he went on the Packard ride with Ted Sohier and
he said no, but that he, Tim Pears, and Big Kevin Hart made it to
the Gun show in the ‘Burgh. In any event, | would hope Ted had a
good ride there with more than Five!

Warr

PS ... Director Jack Bramkamp missed it too because the breakfast
was on May 1st!

SNowsHOE, WV RIDE!

5/28 To 5/31/11
by Sean Barrett

It’s off to West Virginia for a weekend of riding and camaraderie.
I’m leaving on Saturday morning at 9:00 AM (see forum for more
details) and coming back on Monday. For those who might want
to go down on Friday, contact Tom Furey, he and Bethany are
going down early. For those who haven’t decided to go, feel free
to have a last minute change of mind. The staff at the Inn tells
me that they usually don’t run out of rooms over this weekend. If
interested, their phone number is 887-441-4386.

This will be a very laid back weekend with no specific plans but
a lot of opportunities. The ride down there should be great and then

Sat night we can all sit around and see who wants to go where on
Sunday. Breakfast is included with the rooms but all other meals are
on our own. Maybe we can find a place for dinner on Saturday night
that can seat all of us, we will see.

For Sunday there are plenty of opportunities:

Cass rally- a small rally by the Mountaineer BMW rid-
ers. Runs 5/27 — 5/30/11 at Boyer Station campground,
a few miles north of Greenband on Rt 28/92. They don’t
have day passes but said to just stop by registration and
let them know that you are coming to visit for a short
time. They would love to see us and it can be part of a
number of different rides.

Greenbank Radio Astronomy Observatory, The
world’s largest land based movable structure and the
world’s largest fully steerable radio telescope. This is
one of the reasons that there is rare cell phone service in
this area. There is a 13,000 square mile National Radio
Quiet Zone around the telescope. | believe there is an
internet access in the lobby of the Inn, but I am not sure.
I will be talking to them later today and will post more
up to date info on the forum concerning internet access
and cell phone use.

Other things to see: Seneca rocks, Bear Town, Cran-
berry bogs and many unriden roads.

I have a bunch of brochures of the various attractions that | will
have with me, so bring your WV maps to take notes on for your
adventures.

It should be a great weekend, see ya there.

Sean

Tue Lonc WAy HOME

OF JoHN & WALT--SAT. MAY 21sT., 2011
by Walt Halaja
After the May club meeting, John Barr came to me & asked if | was
going to lead a ride. 1 said I would take the long way home if he
wanted to tag along. | don’t know how he found out that | had e-
mailed President Sean that | would do a few back-type roads if any-
one wanted to ride with me. When John asked, | wasn’t quite ready,
but John was patient and waited. So off we went. And OH the
fragrance: the “sweet scent” of the spring flowers on Brown Road,
“You missed it Huh?” ...Well we took a good part of the Red Belt &
took a pit & rest stop at 26 miles into the ride at “Glenwillard” or the
old “Shousetown boat yard” where the Historical marker of the Great
Republic steamboat was built & Steamed the Mississippi River in
the mid 1800’s. John had never stopped there, so that made me feel
great that I could point something out that my riding friend had never
seen or stopped at before. Well, another 22 miles & John & I split at

Rt. 51 & Wabash St., both of us heading for our respective homes.
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720
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How po I join
Four WinDs BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-

mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.

DIRECTIONS TO THE JUNE MEETING:

The regular June 18th, 2011 meeting of the 4 Winds BMW riders will be held

starting at 12:00 PM**, Noon, at the Laurel Highlands BMW Club Campout at

the Pioneer Park Campground, www.pioneerparkcampground.com , 273 Trent

Rd. about 7 miles West of Somerset. This is a bring your own Brown Bag

Lunch OR, Jason Kaplitz says great Hoagies are purchaseable at a CO-GO’s

just west of the entrance to the campground on Rte. 31 and the Laurel Mtn. Inn
is also just west of the park if you want to sit down to eat before the meeting. IF
you are not camping and just attending the meeting and would like to stay for
the 6:30 PM Chicken BBQ supper, the cost will be $8.00 each, BUT RESER-
VATIONS FOR THE CHICKEN SUPPER MUST BE MADE BY JUNE

11TH!!: You must email Jason Kaplitz at gsjay@kaplitz.com and make a

reservation by then and the sooner the better! ...(If you are camping for the

whole rally the cost is included in the rally fee.)

From the West on the Superslab: Take the turnpike, I-76, East. Take the Donegal
exit--exit 91--to the right towards Pa-711/Ligonier/Uniontown. Turn left
out of the exit onto Hwy 31. In about 11.7 miles, Turn right onto Trent Rd.
In about .4 miles turn right into Pioneer Park Campground @ (GPS) Lati-
tude & Logitude: N40.02637 W79.21376.

From the West on Back roads: If you don't like the super slab, figure back roads
to get to Rte 31 East. Continue on Hwy 31 about 11.7 miles past the Donegal
Turnpike Exit to Trent Rd. Turn right onto Trent Rd, go about .4 miles and
turn right into the Campground.

**The Board will meet at 11:00AM if there are no plans to meet otherwise.




