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THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

To those who didn’t make the West Virginia
ride: you missed a great time. Thirteen of
us made it down there and had a great time,
so keep this weekend free next year and we
will do it again. Hopefully there will be an
article with pictures in the newsletter, look
for it. (There is indeed! See pages 10-12!
...Editor.)

The next trip for me will be to the MOA
rally in Bloomsburg. Hope to see a lot of you
there. They are going to have a chartered
club camping area, so it you are interested in
camping with the club, let me or Diane know
so that we can give them an estimate num-
ber of tents to expect. (For more info, see
Diane’s article on 4 Winds Group Camping
at the MOA Rally on page 5) Deadline is
early in July, so let us know.

We are starting to look for officers for
next year, so give it some thought. The club
continues to function secondary to its offic-
ers, without then there is no club. One of my
projects this year has been to develop detailed
descriptions of what each job entails includ-
ing what needs done and when. The two ar-
eas that this is most important for are the
rally chairperson and the treasurer, since they
both have schedules that need to be met.
Thanks to Margaret Weaver and Larry
Shockling, we have great outlines of these
two jobs. So if interested, contact any board
member or Nancy Barrett concerning rally
chair (same e-mail as mine, go figure)

See ya on the road,

Sean
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THROW YOUR
HAT IN THE
RING!

V OLUNTEER!
...SEE RALLY
SIGNUPS, P. 4
AND LEND A
HAND!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

The President’s Column .......... 1
Board Of Directors 2011 .......... 1
July Meeting Info .........ccccce.. 1
Publication Info ... 2
Meeting Schedule 2011 ............. 2
Ongoing Events.......c.ccccceeenee 2
June Meeting Minutes .............. 3
RALLY SIGN-UPS .......ccccoco... 4
North Breakfast Ride................. 4
Vintage Grand PriX ................. 4
MOA Group Camping! ............. 5
Rally Time ... 5
45th Rally Tech Infol!l .............. 6
The Way We Were........cccco..... 7
“W Va On My Mind” ............... 10
For Sale ... 10
Snowshoe Collages ................... 10
GPS etc. Ram Mounts ............. 13

Directions to the July Meeting: 14

RA #76

BoARrRD OF DIRECTORS
2011

President — Sean Barrett
724-941-1543
nancyandsean@comcast.net

Vice President — Diane Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer — Thomas Furey
724-882-9300
thomasfurey@gmail.com

Corres. Sec’y — Joyce Elk
724-935-2062
jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y — Patrick Barrett
724-941-1543
trilku@gmail.com

Director — Jack Bramkamp
412-318-2145
pennreel@excite.com

Director — Kris McClain
724-941-1543
trilku@gmail.com

JuLy MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
July. 16, 2011 from 12:00 PM to 3
PM at Joann and John Barr’s, 845
Agnew Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15227.
Members are asked to bring appetiz-
ers, side dishes, and desserts accord-
ing to your last name: A-H: side dish;
I-P: appetizer; Q-Z: dessert. The Club
will furnish chicken and drinks.




PuBLICATION INFO

The Four Winds BMW Riders
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors. Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer

Deadline: Articles submitted must
be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
July. Meeting: July 18; Aug. is-
sue deadline: Tues., July 21
and preferably well before
that!). Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:

E-mail submissions: Send as at-
tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:
<meyer@zoominternet.net>

Articles on Disk Media mail to:
Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:

Avrticles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.
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MEETING SCHEDULE
2011

Mark the dates on your calen-
dars, but remember...

All meeting sites are tentative.
Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

July 16, 2011, 12PM — John and
Joann Barr’s, 845 Agnew
Road, Pittsburgh.

August 19, 2011, 12PM — Sun-
day, August 21 45th Annual
Four Winds Rally!

September 24, 2011, 12PM —
Leo Stanton’s, 3015 Walton
Rd, Finleyville, PA

October 15, 2011, 12PM — John
and Marge Humphrey’s Farm,
125 Deer Meadows Lane,

Valencia, PA
November 19, 2011, 12PM —
TBA
December, 2011 — No Monthly
Meeting
\ z/

Some Pics from the Snowshoe Ride. See the
collages on pp 10-11 for more!

Isn’t W Va riding great?

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides. et al.:

These rides are free-form. Those
attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride. Ifyou
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

Cowme! Eat! CHaT! RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:

Sun, July 3 — North at King’s, I-
79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, July 9 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00AM

Sun, July 17 — South at Eagles
Landing Restaurant, at
Rostraver Airport on Rte 51,
10:00 AM

Sat, July 23 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others: It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so. That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day. The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is: http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure
to erase your post after the ride

if you can so the board doesn’t

get cluttered.




Four Winds BMW Riders
June 18, 2011 Meeting Minutes

Location: Laurel Highlands Rally = Pioneer Park Campground, Somerset, PA
Board Attendance: Sean Barrett and Diane Pears

President Sean called the meeting to order at 12:45 pm. Twenty people attended, including two visitors.
Thanks to Jason Kaplitz and George Blackham for hosting our meeting at their rally. Some people camped at
the rally and others just rode up for the afternoon. The beautiful private campground has ponds, fishing, paddle
boats, a pool, mini-golf, tennis, and a large main building with music.

Treasurer’s Report: Larry Shockling has transferred the Treasurer’s things to Tom Furey on June 7" which
included 4 boxes of MOA books, four containers of archive and current club material, the check book and
electronic files. Authorized signatures have been transferred at the bank.

Rally Report: Nancy Barrett reported that rally plans are well under control, but volunteers are still needed.
Anyone who chairs a committee will get a camping discount. Anyone who can come up on Thursday night can
help with set up. Besides the usual rally T-shirt with logo on front and back, there will again be a few
performance wicking T shirts available. Kevin Hart has a great lineup of tech sessions and seminars including a
Friday night show from Tony Capriotti's South American trip. Offered for the first time at our rally is Eric Trow's
“Stayin’ Safe” half-day mini rally on-street training courses with live radio instruction on Saturday. Space is
limited, and pre-registration is required at: http://www.stayinsafe.com/register.php

Group Camping at MOA National Rally in Bloomsburg, PA: Four Winds has registered for reserved space
in the Chartered Club section for members to camp together. The number of people and tents we expect must
be submitted by July 11". Show of hands at the meeting gave a starting number of 12 tents. Rally dates are
July 21 - 24.

Social: We are exploring ball games and other ideas for family outings. Stay tuned.
Bagged Emergency Drinking Water: George Blackham passed around samples of a useful product made by
“DATREX” to easily pack on bikes or for camping. Small bags of emergency water with a five year shelf life.

$20 for a case of 64 = about 40 cents each. He bought a case if anyone wants a few.

New Members: Welcome to Duane and Jodi Ridley from Plum who found us on the internet and ride a 1984
R100. At last month’s meeting, Peter Gettemy from Greensburg re-joined.

Next Meeting: Will be held Sat., July 16 at John & Joann Barr’'s home.
Respectfully Submitted,

Diane Pears
Vice President



RALLY SIGN-UPS

\olunteers are needed for the Rally. Please sign up for a two hour
shift (or more). However, whatever you can do is appreciated.

Registration

T-shirt Sales

Security

*Clean & Tidy

*Coffee

*Registration Set up & Tear down
*Pig Roast Set Up

*Donut pick up on Sunday

*These assignments still need someone to head them.

\olunteers can contact Tom Furey (thomasfurey@gmail.com) for
registration and Nancy Barrett (nancyandsean@comcast.net) for ev-
erything else. Fill up Nancy’s mailbox ASAP!

NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

6/5/2011
Isolated thunderstorms were promised ‘till 10:00 AM, but by 9AM
there were smatterings of sunshine, and by 10, the thundershowers
had obviously vacated the ‘Burgh for points elsewhere, and with a
temp of 72°, it couldn’t be said but to be prime riding and breakfast
weather. And so it was for four of us: John Allen, Jack Bramkamp,
Dave McLaughlin, and myself. | had put a post up and Jack and
Dave did too, and though no one else had by the time | left the house
at 9:30 AM, | figured that on such a nice day there’d be a bunch to
enjoy the camaraderie in the front room at King’s. Come to find out,
however, only the four of us showed. Walt had told me on Friday
that he’d just be coming home from his knee replacement operation
at Sewickley hospital and, and Dave said PW, whom he’d talked to
earlier that week was still recuperating from his accident on the way
home from Florida. We also missed our buddy, Ron “ReddyK”
Latkovic too, not to mention other ‘regulars’ like Ron Kranz, Frank
and Joan Beatrous, John Rollin, Carl Hartz, Larry Morley, et al. In
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any event, the four of us had a nice breakfast and chat, each of us
heading a different way after kicking tires a bit more once we paid
our bills and tipped our fine waitress. What was interesting that we
noticed, when we got out to the bikes, is that this day there wasn’t a
Beemer represented among them: John was on his Honda Intercep-
tor (the one with the hilarious pull rope starter [great conversation
piece!] if I remember correctly),,Dave “2 Sparker” now “One Sparker”
was riding his Kawasaki KLR, and 2 Brit Bikes were represented:
Jack’s Triumph, and my Royal Enfield. Like Walt Halaja likes to
say, “It’s not what you ride, it’s THAT you ride that counts.” Since
no one had any idea about anywhere interesting to ride to, after the
usual enjoyable tire kicking, we all eventually peeled off in our sepa-
rate directions to enjoy whatever routes we decided to take on what-
ever roundabolut path we used to get home. And so there we went:
having a great time enjoying a really nice spring morning.

Ratpy

BIKES AT

VINTAGE GRAND PRIx
by Ted Sohier

This year’s Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley Park will be
held the same weekend as the MOA rally that’s being held from
Wednesday, July 20th through Sunday July 24th, so | know a number
of you will be there and not here. But, for anyone who’s NOT attend-
ing the national rally, there’ll be a place for you and your bike at
Schenley Park at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix (PVGP). The
old Thunder Run where all bikes attending the PVGP rolled into the
‘Burgh led by Pittsburgh’s LEOs has rumbled its last (http://
Www.pvgp.org/674693121913514/blank/
browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=52818), and
beginning this year, the PVGP is encouraging owners of vintage and
interesting bikes to show them alongside the great automobiles in
Schenley Park. Display them both days in a great level, grassy area
right next to the race course, alongside the British Car Day show.
We’ll try to build this into a great annual event, and will probably
start slowly this year. But, we’d love to have you and your great
bike(s) there on July 23 and/or 24. Contact me at tsohier@wged.org
or 412-341-2327 for more info, or see the PVGP website http://
WWW.pvgp.org/674693121913514/site/default.asp.

o4
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4 Winds Group Camping
at MOA Nat’'l. Rally
in Bloomsburg, PA

For the first time, we won't have to play "I Spy"” to find each other at the rally! We are
reserving our own area in the chartered club camping section, like you've seen all the other
"Big Clubs" unofficially doing for years. Watch for our banners and join "4 Winds Central”.

Page 114 of the June issue of the MOA "ON" magazine shows the site map with the

"Chartered Club Camping Area" near the Main Gate. It's also at this link:
http://www.bmwmoa.org/files/rallyl 1/RallySiteMap.pdf

Please let me know ASAP how many people and how many tents you wish fo join
us with. The numbers must be sent in by early July for them to allocate a large

enough space.

If anyone has a larger canopy or several people have one and a way to bring it, we can allow
space for them/it to be set up in the middle. They need to know the size for that also.

Diane Pears = TimnDiane@comcast.net or =

724-656-1239

RALLy TIME

By Nancy Barrett
The postcards have been sent and, hopefully, the calendars
have been marked for the 45" Annual Four Winds BMW
Riders’ Rally, Aug 19- 21, 2011. There are many things
happening behind the scenes, so to speak, to get ready for
our biggest event of the year. Rally pins & t-shirts and
awards have been ordered thanks again to the help and
artistic abilities of Hilary Klein. I have been in touch with
Redbank Park and the caterer for the Pig Roast. Kevin has
been busy arranging for the Tech Sessions, which are
looking very good. The pool is still out of commission and |
am trying to get the river-rafting group again. If time and
space allow, we may have roller-skating one evening. As
usual, throughout the weekend we will have rides, field
events, and info on area attractions.

The only thing that is NOT taken care of is

VOLUNTEERS!! Yes, this means you! Registration must

be staffed from noon on Friday until late afternoon on
Saturday. That’s a lot of 2-hour shifts that need to be filled.
To sign up for a time slot, or 2 or 3, you need to get in
touch with Tom Furey.

If you’re not interested in Registration, we still need
people to sell T-shirts, help with Set-up & Clean-up, and
Security. Anyone who offers to CHAIR these committees
will get a break on their registration fee. Please contact me
to help out or if you have any questions. My email is
nancyandsean@comcast.net

Needless to say, WE NEED HELP. Please don’t wait
until the last minute. | don’t want to have to cut back
because nobody wants to commit to a couple hours of work.
And, honestly, | can’t stand the stress...

Naway
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RALLY TEcH INFO!!!

TECH SESSIONS
by Kevin Hart Rally Co-Chair

Don Poremski,
MSF Street Smarts, Sponsored by The BMW MOA

Courses: Seasoned Rider, Riding Straight
Location: Merry Go Round Building
Time: Saturday 1 to 3 pm, 25 to 30 People (4 to 5 Groups)
Please join the Four Winds BMW Riders Presentation of the BMW MOA Foundation MSF Rider Performance Seminars. Hosted by Four
Winds BMW Riders and BMW Motorcycle Owners of Cleveland Club Member Don Poremski. These Classes are “Hands On,” expect to
contribute to this unique experience in small groups of 4 to 5 people. Leave your shyness at the door and meet other riders with the same
intention — To Learn and Share Experiences. Look for further program details in the Rally Flyer provided during Registration.
Seasoned Rider - Class consists of several engaging learning activities that allow a rider to personally determine how age may have
affected their own personal mental and physical skills that one needs to ride more safely.
Riding Straight — Program is presented in a fun, factual, nonjudgmental fashion, is designed to provide basic information about the
effects of alcohol and other drugs on the riding task, and serves as a reminder of the dangers of riding impaired.

Eric Trow, Stayin’ Safe,

Stayin’ Safe Mini Rally Session

Location: Merry Go Round Building

Time: Saturday 8 to 12 and 1 to 5.
Please join the Four Winds BMW Riders in welcoming Stayin’ Safe and their Advanced Rider Training Rally Mini Session. Presented by
Principal, Chief Instructor and Four Winds BMW Riders Member Eric Trow.

We will be conducting half-day, on-street programs that take advantage of the tremendous motorcycling roads typically found surround-
ing the rally areas. While leading a Mini Tour of the area, we will introduce you to the key Stayin’ Safe techniques through real-time radio
commentary. In addition to enjoying a terrific 4-hour back-roads tour, you’ll hear relevant tips and enjoy guidance that can improve your
ability to read the road, select the optimum speed for each situation and greatly enhance your enjoyment of cornering. This program requires
Pre-Registration. Go to HYPERLINK “http://www.stayinsafe.com/register.php” http://www.stayinsafe.com/register.php

Sean ““Doc” Barrett,

Plug a Tire, any ol’ Tire.Location: Coffee HutTime: TBA

Please join Four Winds BMW Riders President Sean “Doc” Barrett in a HANDS ON Experience in Tire Plugging and Repair. Sean will
demonstrate that various types of kits on the market and share unique “Where | was when | got that Flat” stories. Discussion may include the
age old question — “Can one ride on a Plugged Tire?” Look for further program details in the Rally Flyer provided during Registration.

Tony Capriotti,

South American Patagonia 2010

Location: Merry Go Round Building

Time: Friday 8pm

Please join Four Winds BMW Riders Member Tony Capriotti as he presents his 2 Week Riding Experience to South
America. Tony is an experienced MSF Instructor and Part Time Member of the Stayin’ Safe as a Rider Coach. Paossibly
joining Tony for the presentation will be fellow riders Alan Orlansky, Eric Segal, Alberto Almarza, and Joel Levin. Look
for further program details in the Rally Flyer provided during Registration.

Fred Maskrey and Bob Stuckert,

Coffee with Fred and Bob....or is it Bob and Fred?

Location: Merry Go Round Building

Time: TBA
Please join Four Winds BMW Riders Members Fred Maskrey and Bob Stuckert in a fantasy trip into the unknown. A place where the mind
can wonder and not bump into it’s self. Seriously — Coffee and Conversation with two very interesting BMW Riders who enjoy meeting new
people and sharing experiences. Look for further program details in the Rally Flyer provided during Registration.
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Tue Way WE WERE

Back WHEN
from Walt Halaja

FOUK WINDS B |

Issue 7

http://homestead.juno.com/trentden/4winds. hi

THE PAVEMENT CAME UP
QUICKLY

Last month I forgot to thank Al and
Dee Vangura for their hospitality at
the May meeting. Thanks too for the
door prizes donated by Sonny Robi-
son.

Last Saturday 1 awoke to rain and
thought, “I must be missing a sched-
uled Four Winds ride”. No, appar-
ently the rain was just early for Ed
Syphan’s July 1 ride. When the rain
let up I took the mountain bike out
for a little exercise. The pavement
came up quickly as 1 tried in vain to
get my foot out of the rat-trap pedal
to break my fall. While the cuts,
bruises and cracked rib have been
healing I’ve been reminiscing on
rides taken in June. At the June 2nd,
Saturday West ride, Walter Halaja
suggested a ride to Monongah,
W.Va., the site of a 1907 coal mine
disaster. (Walt’s favorite T.V viewing
is the History Channel). From Rt. 60
we headed east past Rt. 978 where
we spotted a squadron of scooters led
by a conspicuous couple clad in
yellow jackets and helmets. We pro-
ceeded southeast to Rt. 231, through
Claysville, then south to Rt. 18. We
picked up Rt. 218 out of Waynesburg
heading south. The roads were good
with scenic views as we headed into
Farmington, (The birthplace of Fa-
ther’s Day), for a lunch break. At
Monongah we visited the cemetery
and memorials to the 367 miners
who died. We talked with some of
the local citizens. They were curious
about our bikes and us. Friendly
people who offered to take our pic-
ture near the monuments. It was
getting late, so we hopped onto 1-79
for the return trip, which was un-

eventful until a downpour about 30
minutes from home provided addi-
tional interest to the ride. On June
16, Jim Cronin, Ted Sohier, and
Gene Rey met Trent Denison at the
Cedarhurst Post Office for a ride to
Sunset beach. It started to rain as we
followed Trent to Rt. 50 in Heidle-
burg then up Collier to Hilltop, past
Nevillewood, working our way
through Oakdale to Washington
County, picking up Rt. 231. We then
took Rt. 40 West from Claysville. The
rain cleared before we made the
U-turn in W. Va. We rode back into
the rain as we headed East through
Claysville to Sunset Beach. The rain
cleared as more than 50 members and
guests enjoyed the picnic and fun at
the park. Gene Rey, a prospective
member introduced himself and com-
mented on his riding experience.
Thanks to John and Hertha Olden-
burg for sharing their Birthday/Fa-
ther’s day cake. That evening brother
Jim and 1 followed Son-in-law
George over some of his favorite
roads in Washington County. No rain
on the way home. On June 23, The
Cronin brothers met the Vangura
brothers. Al and Joe for a ride to
“Thunder in the Valley”, in
Johnstown, PA. It rained as we
followed Al from Clairton, South on
Rt. 51 to Rt.136 to Rt. 31, taking Rt.
711 to Ligonier , then Rt.271 into
Johnstown. The parking meters on
the main street and all side roads
were bagged “Motorcycle parking
only” . There were thousands of
motorcycles, mostly Harleys, (there
were designated parking lots for un-
loading the Harleys and parking the
trailers). There were no cars in the

Continued on page 2




(from page 1)

Ford dealer’s showroom, only vintage bikes of] THe WAaY WE WERE, CONTINUED...
many marques, and a custom twin-engined
Harley of Roccoco design. The rain stopped as
we patrolled the vendor area behind the Ford
dealer. We met Lee Marks and Annya at the
BMW N.A. trailer. We didn’t take advantage of]
the ten cruisers that were available for demo
rides, or the rally sponsored dual-sport ride or
the scenic cruise. Maybe next year we’ll start
early, have a pancake breakfast at the Elks and
2o on the scenic cruise. “Thunder in the Valley”
was fun, something different, but I could have
done without the “Lightning and Rain in the
Hills”. I’'m looking forward to the Vintage Bike
races at Mid-Ohio and the “mini-rally” at
Toronto on July 21st. See you there.

Faut

Saturday Ride June 16 ,2001

by Trent Denison
Participants: Ted Sohier Jim Cronin Paul Cronin Gene Hrey

5 riders left the Cedarhurst Post Office and rode into rain by, the time we got to Carnegie. The road
through Oakdale, Slovan, McDonald was slow, windy, and still urban. Once we got out into the
country the road opened up and we got to dry out. 50 wasn’t too bad for a Saturday, but the real treat
of the day was 213. Scenic. Dry. Sweeping turns. Great way to get away from work for a while and

turn on 40 at Claysville. You know, you CAN outrun a rainstorm if you ride East fast enough.

The same 5 riders ended up at Sunset Beach for a GREAT meeting. GREAT food. GREAT pool.
If you were there I am not telling you anything you don’t already know. If you missed it, “well shame
on you."



Buttercup Rally Ride Update
By Rick Gzesh

Just a quick update on what is shaping up to be a rally ride to be remembered! The route for the
“Spillway to the Lube” is just about set. On Saturday June 24th, Co-Ride Leader Ed Syphan and
myself, despite the forecast for occasional showers, met at the Exxon just off Interstate 79 in
Zelienople. Before heading out we gassed up (well at least I did) and talked about our proposed ride.
Ed came prepared with state and county maps and a neat little personal recorder. Instead of digging for
the paper and pen at every turn to mark mileage, you just had to press a button and speak into the
microphone. Ed gave me the honors, strapped it onto my tank bag where I had easy access, and we hit
the road, Ed in the lead.

Almost immediately I could tell something was not right with Ed’s R90/6. Smoke was coming out of
the twin exhaust. Ed knew something was amiss as well and pulled over not one mile from the station.
“Something is not right. I don’t have any power. Smells like there is oil in the gas. I think I got some
bad gas.” Ed declares. I get worried as I filled up at the same island (different pump) and might also be
affected. Ed says that he has a cousin not even a mile from here and that he would try to limp there so
we could drain the tank.

Ed’s trusty R90 barely made it up the hill to his cousin’s house and butcher shop (great beef jerky!).
We borrow a 5-gallon bucket and start to drain the tank. All the while Ed is saying that the gas doesn’t
look or smell right. That it smells like diesel is mixed in it. We wonder how that could be as my bike
was unaffected, and we filled up at the same island back at the Exxon. With the tank drained, a gallon
of borrowed gas, a push of the starter button, and a puff or two of black smoke, the R90 is purring like
a kitten. We go to different station to top her off, and we were ready to ride with only about 90
minutes downtime.

Fast forward to lunch, we are discussing the mystery of Ed’s bike when it comes time to pay the bill.
Ed pulls out his wallet and out with his money comes the receipt from the Exxon station. Ed, still
bugged by the “bad gas” reads the receipt out loud, “3.7 Gallons Diesel Fuel”. Mystery solved!

Oh, by the way, we ended up having a great ride. We have some fantastic roads picked out. It looks
like it will be about 190 miles round trip. This will be a ride to be remembered! Tell your friends and
plan on being there to join in on the fun!

Correction: At the end of my last article there was a typo on my new phone number. The correct
number is 412-731-4020. Nancy got it right in her notice in the same issue.

TIGHT HELMET TIP
By Paul Cronin

After carefully measuring my head, I mail ordered a new helmet. My new size XL helmet was too
tight. I knew that eventually it would loosen up, but it was tight when I put it on, and after a few miles
it would vise my head. My first solution was to break it in by wearing it on short rides only, but this
would take forever. One day I noticed the kids’ soccer ball and thought soccer ball + helmet. I inserted
the deflated soccer ball into the helmet, pumped it up and let it set for a couple of weeks. Sure enough,
the next ride it was snug, but comfortable and didn’t try to crush my head after a few miles. After a
few weeks it tightened up again, so it required another application of the soccer ball. One of my fellow
Four Winds riders suggested that, in my case, a basketball might have been more appropriate.




“WEST VIRGINIA ON MY MInD”

MEemoRiAL WEEKEND 2011 ExcursioN
by Diane Pears

For us “Northerners” (ala New Castle & Hermitage), a Wild and
Wonderful West Virginny jaunt doesn’t happen quite as often as it
does for you “Southerners” who can make a run for the border any
old afternoon. Every couple of years we hook up with a group and
head for the mountain playgrounds for a long weekend, often gravi-
tating toward the Cass Railroad and Snowshoe Ski Resort areas, and
for good reason. The photo file in my mind is filling up with memo-
ries of people, places, and adventures, with always more still wait-
ing for the “next time”. Don’t ask me route numbers, but so many
buildings, intersections, and places remind me of when we stopped
there or did that with “so and so”. The year we rented a couple of the
original old houses in the Cass R.R. logging company town and rode
the Shay steam engine train was a highlight. Touring the National
Radio Astronomy Observatory and museum in Green Bank, WV was
unique, being one of the few National Radio Quiet Zones in the
world as they listen for E.T. — which is why your cell phones are
rather useless in that neck of the woods.

Thanks to Sean Barrett for coordinating this great trip on a sur-
prisingly summer-like and dry Memorial Day Weekend. The group
that meandered into the Snowshoe Inn at the base of the mountain,
mostly at different times, consisted of Sean, John & Joann Barr, Dave
& Carol McLaughlin, Margaret & Dan Weaver, Tom & Bethany Furey,
Tim & Diane Pears, Joyce Elk, Jack Bramkamp, Ed Syphan, and Leo
Stanton. (Five more with reservations were waylaid for various rea-
sons and had to bow out.) Breakfasts were included as well as passes
granting access to various activities at the main resort on top of the
mountain, such as beautiful pools, hot tubs, ski lift ride, shopping
discounts and paddle boats. It was fun getting to know Carol who,
due to health reasons, now “rides” her yellow Mini Cooper with the
black & white checkers on the roof — one of the first 100 to be
imported into the US. Having his own personal Sag Wagon, lets
Dave ride light and fancy-free on his KLR 650. The only drawback
was missing out on the pool party when the Mini Cooper hadn’t yet
arrived from its shopping excursions carrying his swim suit.

Sean had ride route maps and brochures available as the hotel’s
lobby lounge became our hang out hub for the weekend. Saturday,
some went to check out the small, casual BMW rally at Boyer’s
Station nearby — reporting that the venerable Joe Katz is on his
summer circuit. Some did the ski lift, shopping, swimming, paddle
boats and relaxing thing. The resort was teeming with the season
kick off of mountain bikers. Ed led us, Dave, Jack & Joyce on a
great circuit of back roads, watching fly fishermen in the creeks,

with lunch by the river in Marlinton. | never realized how much of
our woods in this part of the country consist of locust trees which
were completely covered with fragrant blossoms this year.

Sat. night we all headed to the summit for dinner on one of the
resort village restaurants’ patios. A quick run back around to the
west side parking lot for something off the bike rewarded me with
pictures of a classic Blue Ridge mountain sunset. Who cares if they
almost ate my food before | got back — it was that beautiful!

Monday morning the smart ones were up early and headed home
while a little cool fog was still in the air. We took the scenic route
again which later punished us with a grueling sun-baked few hours
of 90-something degrees running up the slab in mid afternoon. Pass-
ing through numerous little towns as they were holding ceremonies
to honor their veterans filled our thoughts with solemn gratitude for
their sacrifices for our freedoms. A stop in Washington, PA at Hog
Fathers BBQ (any chance we get coming up that way — best apple
dumpling ever!) cooled us off and got us home before dark.

Besides the memories of places and people that dance through
West Virginia’s rides in my mind, the clothes and the bikes keep
changing as well. From leathers and fringe to textiles and ATTGAT.
From Tim’s Concours, and ST1100, my Rebel 250, and F650 into
more Beemers. From large groups in formation with hand signals
flying, waving to everything that moved, the local Ma & Pa’s on the
porch wondering if we were a parade, to lunatics strafing the moun-
tain in wet, foggy darkness on a grocery run, to zipping around on
one lane cow paths trying to keep up with Al Vangura and Dana
Asherman without embarrassing myself, to pure pucker power defy-
ing the MSF’s 2-second rule as we fling ourselves nose to tail around
each corner menacingly coated with gravel, to a relaxing putts along
a creek with sunlight dripping through the canopy of trees, honey-
suckle, locust blossoms and pine filling the air with their woodsy
scent, sometimes I’m a passenger, sometimes a pilot, the variety and
adventures in West Virginia always calling us back for more . . .

Diane
SNOWSHOE PHOTOCOLLAGES

NEXT PAGE BY DIANE AND T1M PEARS
FOLLOWING PAGE BY JOYCE ELK
PEARS” PICTURES AS A SLIDE SHOW ARE AT PEARS’

PikasA WEB SITE:

https://picasaweb.google.com/captiantso/
SnowshoeToRalphMemDay2011?authkey=Gv1sRgCPzatf TsSm4LW1QE&feat=directlink

BEAUTIFUL PHOTO JOB, FOLKS. FROM ALL OF US IN
THE CLUB, THANKS!

FOR SALE
Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
2005 R1200RT: 28k miles. $11,500. All dealer serviced. New front tire and front brakes. Heated seats & grips. BMW Cruise

Control.
trentden@juno.com

BMW Alarm. BMW Tankbag. Extra BWM Accessory outlet wired to battery. Contact Trent Dennison:

‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual

compound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF
trim, panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records.
Adult owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/0bo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)

Home in the Johnstown, Pa. 15904 area. Asking $209,900. 4 br./ 3 bath, 2 car garage, 2,528 sq. ft., 2 decks, hot tub, .5 acre,
in Richland Twp. http://teamrealtors.pennsylvania.remax.com/PropertySearch/ListingDetail.aspx?1id=84827384 . If interested,
contact: George J. Blackham 1V, (814) 266-9573 (H) .
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THANKS, DIANE!



THANKS, JOYCE!




GPS erc. Ram MounTs

Do YOU NEED TO MOUNT... A GPS, CELL PHONE, STILL/VIDEO CAMERA, SATELLITE RADIO...ETC., ETC.,

AND/OR SO FORTH? RAM MOUNTS PROBABLY HAVE YOU COVERED. GOOGLE “RAM MoUNT” OR “RAM
MounTs” oN YOUR WEB BROWSER TO LOCATE WHERE YOU CAN GET ONE OF THESE. I IMAGINE THERE
WOULD BE ONE AVAILABLE TO MOUNT YOUR MOTHER-IN-LAW AS A BACK SEAT DRIVER (IF YOU REALLY

WANTED TO DO THAT! ‘CHUCKLE, CHUCKLE').
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE JULY MEETING:
The next meeting of the Four Winds BMW Riders will be held on Sat., July. 16, 2011 from 12:00 PM to 3 PM at Joann and John

Barr’s, 845 Agnew Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15227. Members are asked to bring appetizers, side dishes, and desserts according to your

last name: A-H: side dish; I-P: appetizer; Q-Z: dessert. The Club will furnish chicken and drinks.

Directions from south: From Century 111 Mall travel North/West on Rt 51 (Saw Mill Run Blvd) for 5 miles. Turn right at Maytide
Street (Blue Belt). Take next left onto Biscayne Dr. Continue up Biscayne, thru light and down hill(changes to Becks Run Rd).
At next light turn right (Agnew Rd). Continue up hill .4 mile. At fork stay left (still Agnew). After 2nd stop sign we are at 845
Agnew Rd.

Directions from East: Travel West on Parkway East to exit 3A (Glenwood).Turn right onto Bates St. At light turn left onto 2nd Ave.
At next light turn right onto Hot Metal Bridge. 2nd light turn left onto Carson St. Go 1 mile (3rd light) turn right onto Becks
Run Road. Travel 2 miles (2nd light) turn left onto Agnew Road. Continue up hill .4 mile. At fork stay left (still Agnew). After
2nd stop sign we are at 845 Agnew Rd.

Directions from West: Travel East on Parkway West to exit 5B (Saw Mill Run Blvd)(Route 51 S/E). In 4 miles turn left at Maytide
St (Blue Belt). Take next left onto Biscayne Dr. Continue up Biscayne, thru light and down hill(changes to Becks Run Rd). At
next light turn right (Agnew Rd). Continue up hill .4 mile. At fork stay left (still Agnew). After 2nd stop sign we are at 845
Agnew Rd.

Directions from North: Travel South on Parkway North (Route 279). Bear right to Route 579 across Veterans Bridge. Take 6th Ave
exit. Travel straight on Ross St. 3 lights towards Second Ave. Turn left onto Second Ave. Travel Second Ave 2 and % miles.
Turn right at 4th light (Hot Metal Bridge). At 2nd light turn left onto Carson St. Go 1 mile (3rd light), turn right onto Becks
Run Road. Travel 2 miles (2nd light) turn left onto Agnew Road. Continue up hill .4 mile. At fork stay left (still Agnew). After
2nd stop sign we are at 845 Agnew Rd.

GPS coordinates: N4©° 23.957° W79° 58.142°
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