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SEPTEMBER MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
Sept. 24th, 2011, beginning at 12
Noon at Leo Stanton’s, 3015 Walton
Rd in Finleyville, PA, (Ph.. 412-384-
8229). Hamburgers, hot dogs, and
drinks will be provided.  Members
are asked to bring appetizers, side
dishes, and desserts according to your
last name: A-H: side dish; I-P: appe-
tizer; Q-Z: dessert.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2011

President – Sean Barrett
724-941-1543

nancyandsean@comcast.net

Vice President – Diane Pears
724-656-1239

timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer – Thomas Furey
724-882-9300

thomasfurey@gmail.com

Corres. Sec’y – Joyce Elk
724-935-2062

jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y – Patrick Barrett
724-941-1543

triiku@gmail.com

Director – Jack Bramkamp
412-318-2145

pennreel@excite.com

Director – Kris McClain
724-941-1543

triiku@gmail.com

NOTE: THIS

MONTH’S MEET-
ING WILL BE

HELD ON THE

4TH SATURDAY

RATHER THAN

THE USUAL 3RD

SATURDAY!

PRESIDENTS COLUMN  9/11
Another 4 winds rally has come and gone. I
would like to thank everyone who helped out
and it seemed that everyone had a good time.

The board has been discussing the prob-
lem with trying to schedule club activities
during the summer.  It seems that no one has
any free time then; between vacations, ral-
lies, family events and day trips the summer
is booked up early.  So we are working on
events for the fall, winter and spring when
things are less busy.  We are going to work
on a Halloween party and the Banquet, so
send us your ideas for things to do.  I will set
up another club ride over memorial day week-
end (or near to that time) but am thinking of
heading over to Hocking Hills area in Ohio,
rather then West Virginia.

We have some members interested in
board positions for next year; so if you are
interested, let Diane or I know. Or you could
wait until the September meeting and have
someone nominate you.

Well, I had better go and dry out the tents.

ANY DAY ON 2 WHEELS IS BETTER THAN A DAY ON

4 WHEELS,

SEAN

POST RALLY UPDATE
by Nancy Barrett

Well, I suppose it was a sign of the times.
The 45th Annual Four Winds BMW Riders



2

PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the normal club
meeting date of the month
preceding the month of pub-
lication (Oct. issue deadline:
Tues., Sept. 20th).  Articles/
Info rec’d after deadline go in
next month’s newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:

These rides are free-form.  Those
attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Sept.:

Sun, Sept 4 — North at King’s, I-
79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, Sept 10 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM

Sun, Sept 18— South at Eagles
Landing Restaurant, at
Rostraver Airport on Rte 51,
10:00 AM

Sat, Sept 24 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

MEETING SCHEDULE

2011
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

September 24, 2011 (Note date
change to 4th instead of 3rd
Saturday!)— Leo Stanton’s,
Finleyville, PA

October 15, 2011 — John and
Marge Humphrey’s Farm,
Valencia, PA

November 19, 2011 — TBA
December, 2011 — No Monthly

Meeting
January 21, 2012 — Annual Ban-

quet

Rally was held on Aug. 19-21, 2011. I say
this because many of you were missing from
the picture. Even though the weather coop-
erated, rally attendance was the lowest I have
ever seen. We know that there were torren-
tial downpours in Pittsburgh but New
Bethlehem remained dry until Sunday morn-
ing. Saturday was absolutely perfect weather
for riding.

We had quite a few newcomers this year
and it was a friendly group. That said, the
rally goers were a very subdued crowd. Small
groups dotted the campground and even the
bonfire was laid back.

Discussions at the tech sessions were
lively and the SmarTrainer was a fun, infor-
mative diversion (What was your score?), but
even the rides were not well attended.

I know that this sounds very “gloom &
doom.” I do believe that everyone there had
a great time. It was just a lot different that
past years, and I think that our numbers are
going to reflect that.

In conclusion, I want to thank the folks
who made major contributions to this year’s
rally. Even in lean times, it still takes a lot
for our club to host this event. There were
many helping hands at registration & else-
where, but the following people (I hope I got
‘em all!) actually committed to helping out
in a big way before the rally. So, to Kevin
Hart, Trick Barrett, Kris McLain, Tom Furey,
Joann & Jon Barr, Dan & Maggie Weaver,
Jim & Nicki Linneman, Ed & Michelle
Syphan, Don Poremski, Joyce Elk, Jack,
Bramkamp, Diane & Tim Pears, Walt Halaja,

Holly Marcheck, Fred & Bob, Tony Capriotti,
Tom Nogrady, Jay Singh and, last, but actu-
ally most of all, Sean, I say THANK YOU! I
WOULDN’T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT
YOU! And, no, that’s not a typo. LOL

NANCY
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

JULY MEETING MINUTES

2011JULY16

1.40 - MEETING CALLED TO ORDER.
- OLD BUSINESS

- Joyce Elk has finished with the New Member Packets.

- MOA
- We do have official 4 Winds Camping at the rally.

- OUR RALLY
- The T-Shirts have been ordered, but there will be no
moisture-wicking.
- Al Vangura has made us a new trophy for the oldest
combination rider and bike.
- Redbank has a new park manager.
- Friday Night: Ice Cream Ride, Dinner Ride, GS Ride,
Tony Capriotti and his co-journiers’ presentation about
their trip to South America.
- Saturday: Tech Sessions and Field Events.
- There will again be no pool, as it is being filled in and
turned into a volleyball court.
- We may consider raising the Rally fees next year in
view of the economic situation.
- Anyone who knows of any vendors that may be inter-
ested, inform them of the Rally. There is no vendor fee,
all they have to pay is the regular rally fee.

1.55
- BMW Motorrad, after the eventual aquienscence of the
MOA and RA, has finally decided to go forward with the
silly rules regarding the logos/names of chartered clubs.
President Sean has the exact requirements and they must
be in place by November.
- PennDESMO (the local Ducati owners club) and
Eurocycles is going to do a repeat of the “European Bike
Nights” at Starlight Car Cruise. Dates to follow.
- We would like to start having motorcycle-themed con-
tests again. Such contests in the past have included
GeoCaching, getting postcards from all the counties in
PA, and , most recently, the Pennsylvania Oddities con-
test. If you think you’d be interested in actually doing
such a thing, please let the Board know.

2.06
- 50/50: Won by John, winnings were $27.

2.08
- MEETING ADJOURNED.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, TRICK BARRETT

NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

8/7/2011
T’was a dark and rainy mornin’ with 6 Ayem a-dawnin’ when the
captain said to the crew, “Whut’s it gonna do by Breakfast Ride
Time?”

Checking weather watcher, and looking out the window, the crew
said, “Duhhhhh, but the road’s mostly dry and whonose whut da
clouds’re up to?”

Hearing that, I said to meself, “Self, git out the GT with the
fairin’.  If it rains, ya won’t get totally soaked as ya would if you
were all in the wind on the RE.”

And so I did.  Arrived at King’s, VIP Drive, followed by John
Barr on his K1200GT to discover a tan K1200LT, a Triumph Bonny,
and a Suzie Gladius there.  “Yippee,” I said to myself, “There are
more riders, and PW’s out and riding again!  Terrific!”  Soon a cage
slunk by, but not so fast that John and I couldn’t spy Ron Kranz

hiding behind the wheel.  We had to rag on Ron a bit for cageing, just
because we could since Ron, along with John Allen who rolled in on
his F800ST (Niiiice bike!) after we were inside, is one of the club’s
long distance riders.  Since Ron lives but a hop, skip, and jump from
King’s, we didn’t know why he didn’t bring the bike, but if he’s lazy
like me, living that close, and putting on and off all the gear just to
ride 500 feet probably seemed kinda silly since nobody had sug-
gested a place to ride on the net site after the breakfast.  Still, we
couldn’t let him off the hook for a few minutes for arriving in a cage
instead of on one of his fine bikes.



4

Once inside, we found Ron “Reddy-K” Latkovic shepherding
around a get well card for Super Bob, the former manager of King’s,
who had retired due to illness.  Bob had always taken care of us by

reserving the front room for us and was just generally a great guy.
We all signed it to let him know we were thinking of him and hoping
things would eventually turn out OK for him.  Joyce Eck, Ron said,
had sent along the card so we could all sign it.  Thanks, Ron and
Joyce!  (I think Jack Bramkamp had a hand in machinating Bob’s

card too—probably between selling golf clubs to duffers at the golf
course where he works, and where, I understand, he and Ron keep
trying to beat par on occasion).

John Allen’s arrival made seven of us:  John Barr, Ron Kranz,
Ron Latkovic, Jack Bramkamp, Paul White, and I.  Then we spied an
R1200RT named Traveler coming off the I-79 exit and wheeling into
the parking lot with its rider, Cap’n Walt Halaja, aboard.  Walt had
just begun riding again after a bout to obtain his second new knee
from the white-coat fellers that hang around hospitals ‘n stuff.  It
was good to see both PW and Walt back again on 2 wheels!  That
made a full table and added to the usual delightful camaraderie amidst
a fine breakfast.  Eventually, retiring to the bikes found most of us
slated to do stuff at home that day, so off we went, considering our
rides to and from the breakfast, however we wended our way there
and back, to be our rides for the day.  Despite not heading off some-
place at a greater distance, it was still a great way to make a morning
most enjoyable!

RALPH

EUROPEAN BIKE NIGHT
Reddy-K (Ron Latkovic) was right there with his camera on Euro-
pean Bike Night at the Wexford Christian Church Car Cruise.  Here
are some neat pictures he shot:

Some of the gang at the Bike Night (ReddyK’s behind the camera!)

Here’s a wee taste of all the bikes that were there!

Of course, ogling all that fine European machinery tends to wear a feller out
and nice soft grass is inviting!
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On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what

it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.
Real Motorcyclist Skill - from Walt Halaja:  http://www.youtube.com/user/

vystrcil?v=pJxOsYh12yY&feature=pyv&ad=9710386916&kw=motorcycle&kw=motorcycle
Concept Bikes - from Al Vangura: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqYHFstcDkA&feature=related

The red scooter is the new Ducati 500 cc , it was pretty cool, the guy who
rode it said he did 80 miles an hour coming out to the meet on I-279 with no

problem.  -- Reddy-K
BTW, Many thanks to “Lancio” Hough of the Desmo Ducati club for setting

up the European Bike Night with the Wexford Car Cruise folks.

...Oglin’ not only tires a person out, it also makes ‘em humgry and, as usual
bike night provides a nice selection of munchie-goodies (somebody told me
that Walt lucked out--he got the sausage and hot-dog vendor’s last available

Italian Hot Sausage sandwich--just thinkin’ about it (like watching Rick
Sebak’s Hot Dog show on WQED) makes me hungry!

FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
2005 R1200RT: 28k miles.  $11,500.  All dealer serviced.  New front tire and front brakes. Heated seats & grips. BMW Cruise

Control.  BMW Alarm.  BMW Tankbag. Extra BWM Accessory outlet wired to battery.  Contact Trent Dennison:
trentden@juno.com

‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual
compound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF
trim, panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records.
Adult owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/obo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)

Home in the Johnstown, Pa. 15904 area.  Asking $199,900.  4 br./ 3 bath, 2 car garage, 2,528 sq. ft., 2 decks, hot tub, .5 acre,
in Richland Twp. http://teamrealtors.pennsylvania.remax.com/PropertySearch/ListingDetail.aspx?lid=84827384 . If interested,
contact: George J. Blackham IV, (814) 266-9573 (H) .
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BMW MOA RALLY PICS
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Tks to all who shot pictures!  It was truly a hot time in the old town tonight/and day!  Note Dan & Maggie Weaver’s Palm shaded pool!
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4th Annual 

Motorcycle Poker Run  

for 

Multiple Sclerosis 

Saturday, September 17, 
2011 

Rain or Shine! 
 

The Run starts and ends at: 
Brentwood VFW Post 1810 

3801 Clairton Boulevard (RT. 51)  
Pittsburgh, PA 15227 

Registration: 8:00 am to 9:45 am  
Pull Out: 10:00 am 

$25 per Rider and $15 per Passenger 
 

Coffee and Donuts for Early Birds 

Join the Multiple Sclerosis 

Service Society Division of  

UCP/CLASS in a 100 mile 

run through the scenic 

back roads of  

Southwestern PA! 

Helping people with MS in 

 Allegheny, Armstrong,  

Beaver, Butler, Fayette, 

Greene, Indiana,  

Lawrence,  Washington and 

 Westmoreland Counties. 

Brentwood VFW  

Post 1810 

This Event is Sponsored By: 

Media Sponsor 

Join us for the  
Party after the run  

including a FREE Buffet,  
Music, Exhibits, Prizes, Cash 

Bar, and More! 

For info contact Robert Frank       

at 412.539.1090 

Email: rfrank@ucpclass.org 

MS POKER RUN INFO!
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THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN...SEPT. 2001
Prepared by Walt Halaja
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THE WAY WE WERE, CONT’D...
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MAP TO THE SEPTEMBER MEETING

AT LEO STANTON’S
Leo’s is 3015 Walton Road.  It’ll be on your right.

IT’S TO LAUGH!
LOCALE: HELL

An engineer dies and reports to the Pearly Gates.
Saint Peter checks his dossier and, not seeing his name there, accidentally sends him to Hell. It doesn’t take long before the engineer

becomes rather dissatisfied with the level of comfort in Hell. He soon begins to design and build improvements. Shortly thereafter, Hell
has air conditioning, flush toilets, and escalators. Needless to say, the engineer is a pretty popular guy.

One day, God calls Satan and says with a sneer: “So, how are things in Hell?”
Satan replies: “Hey, things are going great. We’ve got air conditioning, flush toilets, and escalators. And there’s no telling what this

engineer is going to come up with next.”
“What!” God exclaims: “You’ve got an engineer? That’s a mistake — he should never have been sent to Hell, send him to me.”
“Not a chance,” Satan replies: “I like having an engineer on the staff, and I’m keeping him!”
God insists: “Send him back or I’ll sue.”
Satan laughs uproariously and answers: “Yeah, right. And where are you going to get a lawyer?”

SENT IN BY BIG AL VANGURA
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OUR 45TH RALLY!
Many thanks to Diane Pears, our fine photographer for the pictures in these collages.
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RALLY T-SHIRTS
Miss getting a nice 45th rally T-Shirt?  You’re not out of luck yet.  Pick one up at a regular meeting!
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE SEPT. MEETING:
The 4 Winds BMW Riders will met Saturday, September 24th, 2011, from
12:00 PM to 3:00 PM at  at Leo Stanton’s, 3015 Walton Rd in Finleyville,
PA, (Ph.. 412-384-8229).  Hamburgers, hot dogs, and drinks will be pro-
vided by the club.  Members are asked to bring appetizers, side dishes, and
desserts according to your last name: A-H: side dish; I-P: appetizer; Q-Z:
dessert.

From Pittsburgh: Take Sawmill Run Blvd (Rt. 51) South out of Pitts-
burgh.  About 8 miles or so south of the south end of the Liberty Tun-
nels, you’ll cross a railroad track and the Hwy 43/Turnpike.  About .6
mile after the Railroad, take the Scotia Hollow Rd ‘Y’ to the right to
Ridge Rd.  Cross Ridge Rd and Turn Right onto Walton Rd (Walton
dead-ends on Scotia Hollow and is the next road to the right after Ridge
Rd).  Leo’s Driveway, #3015, is on the right on Walton, after you pass
Dale Ln/Rd on the right.  You can also turn right onto Ridge from
Scotia Hollow instead of crossing Ridge, then left onto Dale Ln/Rd,
then right onto Walton, and right into Leo’s, #3015, driveway.

From the South: Take Rt 51 North, cross the Monongahela River, and get
off at the Ridge Rd Exit after the Mon bridge, taking Ridge Rd West
toward Finleyville.  Turn left onto Dale Ln/Rd, right onto Walton, and
right at Leo’s, #3015, driveway.

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


