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MONTH MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
Oct 15, 2011 at John & Marge
Humphrey’s farm, 125 Deer Mead-
ows Lane, Valencia, PA 16059 (Ph.
412-897-1903)  from 12–3PM. The
club will provide chicken and drinks.
Attendees are asked to bring side
dishes.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2011

President – Sean Barrett
724-941-1543

nancyandsean@comcast.net

Vice President – Diane Pears
724-656-1239

timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer – Thomas Furey
724-882-9300

thomasfurey@gmail.com

Corres. Sec’y – Joyce Elk
724-935-2062

jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y – Patrick Barrett
724-941-1543

triiku@gmail.com

Director – Jack Bramkamp
412-318-2145

pennreel@excite.com

Director – Kris McClain
724-941-1543

triiku@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

The summer is starting to wind down and
so is the riding season.  Rallys are
dwindling and weather will start making
distant rides chancy.  But we will still
have local riding, until the roads get too
icy or it gets to cold.

     So what can we do this winter to hold
us overf until spring?  Lots of things: write
an article for the newsletter, set up a
“shack Meeting” to work on your bike or
someone else’s bike, have party, go to a
motorcycle event etc..  If you have any
suggestions or plans, let the board,  Ralph
(newsletter) or Trick (web) know so we
can spread the word.  And don’t forget the
breakfast rides, even if the weather is too
bad for riding, come out for breakfast and
visit with other members.

     Speaking of the board, we have new
officers for 2012

Pres.--Sean Barrett

V. Pres--Diane Pears

Treasurer--Tom Furey (with backup by
Bethany F.)

Corresp. Sec’y--Joyce Elk

Recording Sec’y--Tim Pears

HAPPY

ALL HAL-
LOWS E’EN

AND

ROSH HA

SHANA!
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Oct. Meeting: Oct. 15; Nov. is-
sue deadline: Tues., Oct.
18th).  Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Oct 2 — North at King’s, I-

79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, Oct 8 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM

Sun, Oct 16— South at Eagles
Landing Restaurant, at
Rostraver Airport on Rte 51,
10:00 AM

Sat, Oct 22 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

2011-12 SHACKS
Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for any
Shack locations and dates to help
keep us smiling through the win-
ter, and keep ‘em rolling!

MEETING SCHEDULE

2011
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

October 15, 2011 — John and
Marge Humphrey’s Farm, 125
Deer Meadows Lane, Valencia,
PA

November 19, 2011 — Corner-
stone Restaurant and Bar,
Freeport Rd., Aspinwall

December, 2011 — No Monthly
Meeting

January 21, 2012 — Annual Ban-
quet:  Best Western Parkway
Center Inn, 875 Greentree
Road, Pittsburgh,  PA 15220

WANTED TO BUY
Want to buy:  A Used Enclosed Motorcycle/
Cargo Trailer: 7' x 14' V-Nose, or 7' x 16'
without V-Nose.  Tandem Axle, any color or
make trailer.  Does not have to be setup for
MC. Can have Ramp or Barn doors. Contact
by email, white123@consolidated.net, or cell
phone: 412-656-7846.  I’d Appreciate any
leads.  Will travel any reasonable distance.—
Paul White

At Large--Jeff Harlich

At Large--Kevin Hart

   That wraps it up for this month,

                                Ride Hard, Ride Safe

                                                  SEAN

P.S.  The Fureys are considering a
Halloween party for the club and friends.
Keep you eye on the web site for details.

President’s Column, Continued
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General Membership Meeting Minutes - 2011Sept24

1.45
- Meeting called to order.

- Logo: Should we go with the new, BMW Motorrad Germany-accepted logo?
: Unanimously accepted.

- Rally Report - Came in way under what we usually do as far as money goes.
- It wasn’t just our rally though; from the sound of things, every rally had

similar issues this year, so it shouldn’t be of much concern.

- Banquet - We’re having it at the same place as last year and Bethany Furey is
handling the details (such as entertainment).

- Halloween Party - Watch the email and website for details.

1.52
- Board for Next Year

- President: Sean “Doc” Barrett; Walt Halaja (Not really, but for funsies we tried
to nominate him).

- Vice President: Diane “Princess Di” Pears
- Treasurer: Tom & Bethany Furey
- Recording Secretary: Tim Pears
- Corresponding Secretary: Joyce Elk
- Directors At Large: Jeff Harlich; TBA (It’s a surprise!)

1.59
- New folks: Bucky & Marge

- 50/50 - $77 total, winner gets $39.
- Winner: John Barr!

- The next meeting will be held the usual third Saturday of October at the Humphries’s!

2.05
- Meeting Adjourned.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, ‘TRICK BARRETT, RECORDING SEC’Y

SEPT. MEETING MINUTES
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NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

9/4/2011
by Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic

What started out to be almost a cancellation by me on attending the
September Monthly North Breakfast Eat and Ride, due to the fact

that a friend of mine, Roy Peterson’s, girlfriend was competing in a
horseshoe throwing contest up in Erie,PA that the wife and I were
planning to attend.  However, she was notified that the starting time
was changed due to bad weather to an earlier time in the morning.
So they had to leave much too early for us to join them.  As a result,
the wife and I changed plans and she went to church while I called
Jack “the Director” Bramkamp and notified him that I was coming to
the breakfast and asked if I could join him in the ride out as we
always do.  Jack agreed and said he would be at my house at 9:30
AM with his bike even though the threat of rain was a very likely
possibility.  Suddenly, there was this faint ‘lil bbbeeep bbbeep out-
side my house.  On looking out, there was Jack on his green, 2012
Vespa 300 GTV, or, as Jack calls it, his “Vespa Davidson.”  Upon
mounting My Kawasaki Vulcan 900 classic and and after heading
but about ¼ mile from my house going North the skies opened up
and I developed a lot more respect for the Vespa and for Jack’s riding

ability in a sudden cloud burst that would have stopped many a sea-
soned rider to look for cover.  With not even a sign of a slipping, that
mean green machine never faltered ‘till we reached our greatly ap-
preciated Kings Restaurant.  Good riding and great bike, Jack!

Upon arriving, Alas, there was no one too be seen yet: no one to
tell my story of the bravery by the ‘lil green bike that said “it can, it
can.”  Only after about two minutes of panicking My Hero, PW,
showed up.  After removing his helmet PW’s first words to my hero
Jack were “where’s your safety gear Mr Director?”  Oh well, there
went my story.

The next to arrive was John Barr and Frank Beatrous, and, after
a bit of shooting the breeze, FJR and “Two spark” Dave, John Allen,
and Big Ed Tatters with his S1000R showed on such a rain-threat-
ened day; even our President, Sean Barrett, showed with greetings
and hand shakes all around.  Is this maybe for Re- election purposes
Sean? :) just kidding. It would be great for the club if you did!

Then came the arrival I’ve been anticipating since word got out
at Lee’s that Walt went and bought him a new R1200RT, a two tone
gray job with all the bells and whistles. I could see the white helmet
turning at the Red light at Rte 910 and Brandt School RD. It was
here!  So I got my Camera and ran out to get the first picture of it.
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FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual

compound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF
trim, panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records.
Adult owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/obo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)

Home in the Johnstown, Pa. 15904 area.  Asking $199,900.  4 br./ 3 bath, 2 car garage, 2,528 sq. ft., 2 decks, hot tub, .5 acre,
in Richland Twp. http://teamrealtors.pennsylvania.remax.com/PropertySearch/ListingDetail.aspx?lid=84827384 . If interested,
contact: George J. Blackham IV, (814) 266-9573 (H) .

1988 K75S rolling chassis. 5300 miles. Previous owner CUT the wiring harness to get a computer (fuel, I think). He has a new
computer & harness. Baby literally needs new shoes, so he wants it out of his way. $750. Yes, seven hundred fifty USD. 724-
863-6424 ask for Shawn.

Walt’s first impression of it was it had a lot more power than the old
RT and the cockpit was different. Walt said he wasn’t excited about

the new positioning of the turn signal tabs and claimed that

the horn wasn’t as loud as the old RT.  Lee, he said, was working to
help with that as of our meeting.  Nice bike Walt as seen in the
picture, along with the “Vespa Davidson.”  Enjoy, guys!

As soon as we started placing our orders to the waitress, a new
possible member showed up named Tom Thomas Niederwoehrmann,
who was met by Walt, who had met him at a previous breakfast ride.

After being introduced to everyone and meeting our President, he
seemed to relax and
talk openly about
where he worked,
what he rode, and had
come to join us again,
Welcome, Tom, Wel-
come!

By now I guess
you all are wondering
why I’m writing this
article this month. It’s
because our big bull-
dog leader, “Ralph,”
is taking a very
needed rest from us
and took his lovely

wife out west on vacation and asked if I would write the article,

since he wasn’t present to take notes like he relentlessly does every
month and which we appreciate to the utmost.  Ralph, you were very
much missed, since all we had was Walt and Jack to listen to :).  Just
kidding guys!  ...Hope everyone has a safe and healthy September
and we’ll see you all again in October.  As for all of you who did not
attend “and you know who you are,” you too were very much missed.

REDDYK
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NEW BIKES
Seen recently around the club...well, at the North Breakfast Ride...  The
‘Lil Green Vespa that could’ (see Reddy-K’s North Breakfast Ride article, preceding page) and its proud owner, Director Jack Bramkamp,
and “Traveler III” (?), a brand new 2011 R1200RT with all the bells and whistles accompanied by its proud owner, Cap’n Walter Halaja,
“Mr. Ride There!”  ...No wonder these guys have smiles on their faces!  (Pictures by our Phamous Staff Photographer, Reddy-K.)  Inciden-
tally, folks, that longhaired feller on the previous page is indeed “Mr. FJR JR” in case you were wondering.

IT’S TO LAUGH!
WHY ATHLETES CAN’T HAVE REGULAR

JOBS:
from Al Vangura

1.  Chicago Cubs outfielder Andre Dawson on being a role model: “I
wan’ all dem kids to do what I do, to look up to me. I wan’ all the
kids to copulate me.”

2. New Orleans Saint RB George Rogers when asked about the up-
coming season:  “I want to rush for 1,000 or 1,500 yards, which-
ever comes first.”

3. And, upon hearing Joe Jacobi of the ‘Skin’s say: “I’d run over my
own mother to win the Super Bowl,” Matt Millen of the Raiders
said: “To win, I’d run over Joe’s Mom, too.”

4. Torrin Polk, University of Houston receiver, on his coach, John
Jenkins:  “He treat us like mens. He let us wear earrings..”

5. Football commentator and former player Joe Theismann: “No-
body in football should be called a genius. A genius is a guy like
Norman Einstein.”

6. Senior basketball player at the University of Pittsburgh: “I’m go-
ing to graduate on time, no matter how long it takes.” (Now that
is beautiful)

7. Bill Peterson, a Florida State football coach: “You guys line up
alphabetically by height...” And, “You guys pair up in groups of
three, and then line up in a circle.”

8. Boxing promoter Dan Duva on Mike Tyson going to prison: “Why
would anyone expect him to come out smarter? He went to prison
for three years, not Princeton.”

9. Stu Grimson, Chicago Blackhawks left wing, explaining why he
keeps a color photo of himself above his locker: “That’s so when
I forget how to spell my name, I can still find my clothes.”

10. Lou Duva, veteran boxing trainer, on the Spartan training regi-
men of heavyweight Andrew Golota: “He’s a guy who gets up at
six o’clock in the morning, regardless of what time it is.”

11. Chuck Nevitt, North Carolina State basketball player, explain-
ing to Coach Jim Valvano why he appeared nervous at practice:
“My sister’s expecting a baby, and I don’t know if I’m going to
be an uncle or an aunt.”

12. Frank Layden, Utah Jazz president, on a former player: “I asked
him, ‘Son, what is it with you? Is it ignorance or apathy?’ He
said, ‘Coach, I don’t know and I don’t care.’”

13. Shelby Metcalf, basketball coach at Texas A&M, recounting
what he told a player who received four F’s and one D:  “Son,
looks to me like you’re spending too much time on one subject.”

14. In the words of NC State great Charles Shackelford: “I can go to
my left or right, I am amphibious.”

15. Former Houston  Oilers coach Bum Phillips when asked by Bob
Costas why he takes his wife on all the road trips, Phillips re-
sponded: “Because she’s too damn ugly to kiss good-bye.”
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THE WAY WE WERE BACK WHEN BY WALT HALAJA
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The Way We Were Back When, Continued

SEEN IT YET?
Know what it is?
Ridden it yet?
Check it out at Euro-

pean, Wexford!
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The Way We Were Back When, Continued
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T-SHIRT HISTORY PROJECT

                         

4-Winds T-Shirt History Project
We need your help to create a complete record of 4 Winds Rally T-shirts!

Hosting the longest continuously running local club rally for 45 years is our claim to
fame.  That’s more years of fun, memories, friends, camaraderie, and lots of hard
work than some of us have been alive!  Wouldn’t it be fun to have a continuous
digital photo record of every year’s shirt for posterity to put on the website?  Do you
think it’s possible to find one from every year?     Let’s try!             There’s even talk
of collecting them to make a quilt.  Here’s three ways to do it:

1. Take photos of every shirt you have in your drawer, laid out flat, both front
and back.  Email in high quality to TimnDiane@comcast.net or put it on a
disc for me.

2.  Bring every shirt you have to a meeting and I’ll take photos of it.  Next
month at Humphries would be great.  I’d like to do a lot of them outdoors
in natural light.

3.  If you have old photos showing people wearing a 4 Winds shirt, bring it
and I’ll copy it and return it to you.  Or you can give me a copy to keep.
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MAP TO HUMPHREY’S FARM
At the very end of Deer Meadows Lane--125 Deer Meadows Lane, Valencia.  ....Note that the infamous State Route 8 between Pittsburgh
(well, Etna) and Butler goes under numerous names, like the Wm. Flynn, or Wm. Flinn Hwy, Pittsburgh Road, The Old Butler Plank Road
(if you were traveling in the 19th century), and the road of almost as many stoplights as Rte 51, or Rte 19 in Cranberry.  It has another name
or two the politicos stuck on it when they thought they had nothing better to do than confuse people, but I forget at the moment what they all
are/were.  In any event, it’s State Rte 8.

BMW MOA MILEAGE CONTEST
One of these days soon, the BMW MOA Mileage Contest for 2011 will be coming to its closing date.  Keep an eye in your BMW ON
magazine for the form to fill out for this year and send in.  It should appear one of these months, maybe in your October issur, or perhaps the
November one.  Be sure to put in your closing mileage, fill out the information, get it signed by a couiple of club members or officers, or at
our fine BMW dealer’s (get them to stamp it with the European Motorcycles of Pittsburgh stamp so it looks nice and especially official), and
send it in.  Let’s keep Penn’s Woods on the Beemer Riding map.  If the frozen Wisconsinites can do it, we sure ought to be able to do at least
as good, or so sez our good friend Cap’n Walt Halaja!  Git ‘er Done!

Incidentally, keep in mind that our own club’s mileage contest form will be in this here noosledder near the end o’ the year too, so be sure
to get it filled out and sent in to our own “Mr Mileage Contest,” Ted Pears!  A ton of prizes awaits several winners of this one besides
honorable (or otherwise) mention somewhere sometime  (well, if not a ton, a few pounds or so! [British coinage]).
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The Saturday, October 15th, 2011 meeting will be held from 12:00 PM to

3:00 PM at John and Marge Humphrey’s Farm, 125 Deer Meadows
Lane, Valencia, PA 16059 (Ph. 412-897-1903).  The club will provide
chicken and drinks.  Attendees are asked to bring side dishes.

From the North:  Get on State Rte 8 and ride South Toward Pittsburgh,
turning right at Cogo’s BP gas station onto Denny Road.  Continue
West 1.5 miles on Denny Road to Deer Meadows Lane on your right.
Turn Right onto Deer Meadows Lane, which is marked by 2 - 15 inch
square stone columns on either side of a narrow 1 lane driveway.  The
Humphrey’s farm is at the very top of this 1 lane drive.

From the South:  Get on State Rte 8 and ride North toward Butler, turning
left at Cogo’s BP gas station onto Denny Road.  Continue West 1.5
miles on Denny Road to Deer Meadows Lane on your right.  Turn
Right onto Deer Meadows Lane, which is marked by 2 - 15 inch square
stone columns on either side of a narrow 1 lane driveway.  The
Humphrey’s farm is at the very top of this 1 lane drive.

See the map on p. 11.  Approximate Latitude/Longitude coordinates for
your GPS are: N40.68623 W79.96271

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


