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DECEMBER MEETING INFO
There traditionally is NO December
meeting due to everyone’s prepara-
tions for the holidays.  Please note
that the Newsletter deadline for
January is 1 WEEK EARLIER
than normal. Get everything you
want in the newsletter to the edi-
tor by Dec. 14th.  See you at the
Banquet, January 21st, 2012!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2011

President – Sean Barrett
724-941-1543

nancyandsean@comcast.net

Vice President – Diane Pears
724-656-1239

timndiane@comcast.net

Treasurer – Thomas Furey
724-882-9300

thomasfurey@gmail.com

Corres. Sec’y – Joyce Elk
724-935-2062

jselk@consolidated.net

Rec. Sec’y – Patrick Barrett
724-941-1543

triiku@gmail.com

Director – Jack Bramkamp
412-318-2145

pennreel@excite.com

Director – Kris McClain
724-941-1543

triiku@gmail.com

NOTE: NEW NORTH

BREAKFAST RIDE LOCA-
TION: EAT ‘N PARK

WEXFORD I-79 EXIT @
910 & BRANDT SCHOOL

RD.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

FOR DEC. 2011
Another good meeting this month with 20
members in attendance. , but remember
that there isn’t a December meeting.

So start looking foreward to the banquet,
the third Sat in January and the same
place as last year. Bethany Furey is
working on a bunch of activities for the
night, so it should be fun.  I encourage
everyone to plan on coming.  She is also
looking into getting a block of rooms there
for the night so those who don’t want to
drive home can stay there. There is more
information in the newsletter so make
your plans now.

I can feel winter starting to approach, the
leaves are all gone and the air is getting
cooler. Although I ride my bike as long as
the roads are not icey , I do have some
work that needs done before next spring
so I guess it is getting time to move
Trick’s bike back to my garage so we can
work on both bikes.  When we work on
the bike, we will post it on the forum and
all are welcome to come over and help.

I guess that is it for this month.

Ride hard, ride safe

SEAN
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles for the January

newsletter submitted must be
received by the editor no later
than the Jan. issue deadline:
Tues., Dec 15th).  Articles/Info
rec’d after deadline go in next
month’s newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

MEETING SCHEDULE

2011-12
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

December, 2011 — No Monthly
Meeting

January 21, 2012 — Annual Club
Banquet, 6:00-11 PM, at Best
Western Parkway Center Inn,
875 Greentree Rd. Pittsburgh,
PA 15220

February, 2012 — TBA
March, 2012 — TBA
April, 2012 — TBA
May, 2012 — TBA
June, 2012 — TBA
July, 2012 — TBA
August, 2012 — Friday, August

17 to Sunday, August 19
46th Annual Four Winds
Rally!

September, 2012 — TBA
October, 2012 — TBA
November, 2012 — TBA
December, 2012 — No Monthly

Meeting

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — December:
Sun, Dec 4 — North at Eat ‘n

Park, I-79 & Rt 910/Brandt
School Rd., 10:00 AM

Sat, Dec 10 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM

Sun, Dec 18— South at Eagles
Landing Restaurant, at
Rostraver Airport on Rte 51,
10:00 AM

Sat, Dec 24 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

2011-12 SHACKS
Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for any
Shack locations and dates to help
keep us smiling through the win-
ter, and keep ‘em rolling!
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NOVEMBER CLUB MEETING

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 19,2011 AT THE CORNERSTONE RESTAURANT IN ASPINWALL, PA.
There were 21 members in attendance.
The board meeting was held from 11am-12pm.
The regular meeting followed immediately after.

What was discussed:
The banquet: Saturday January 21,2012 at the Best Western in Greentree. Same location as last year. It will be $23.00 per meal. Allison

will be doing a presentation as entertainment.There will be a chinese auction instead of ‘door prizes’. The room rate is currently $89.00.
Bethany will be contacting the hotel this week to find out the minimum amount of people needed to reserve the room. She will also be
finalizing the menu and reserving a ‘block’ of rooms for that evening. Spending the night is highly encouraged. Deadline for registration
is Saturday, January 14, 2012.

The trifold: Tom will be finalizing a trifold from the  printer he works with  in Lower Burrell. He will have a trifold printed and ready to
go as of winter 2012 for spring 2012 prospects.

Finances: We are down by roughly two thousand dollars from last year.  The club is steady financially. However, new members are
encouraged and needed to maintain the clubs finances. We broke even on the rally.

The logo: BMW  is not satisfied totally, and they want the image to be sharper. This must be submitted asap. Tom will be taking care of that
so it is ready to go for 2012.

Donations for 2012: $200.00 will be donated for the MOA.

Spring Ride: The proposed ride is to Hawking Hills, Ohio near Athens Ohio in the spring (approximately the 3rd or 4th weekend of May).
The area is scenic. It is near the Ohio University campus. Holly has experience in the area and has volunteered to organize.

Rally Chair: Past years it has been some of the same people over and over. Who wants to be rally chair? Maggie and Nancy have a large
amount of information as how to conduct the rally.

50/50: Raised $51.00. The winner was Jeff Harbaugh.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, BETHANY FUREY, SECRETARY PRO TEM

BIKES FOR SALE!
MUST SELL 3 BIKES.  $1000 Price Re-

duction!!
1980 Yamaha SR500 approx. 3k miles $1500
1984 BMW R65LS 70k miles $2500
1988 BMW K75S 24k $3500

Call Holly at 724-610-1723,

or e-mail: Hemarcheck@comcast.netMore meeting pictures next page!
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On the Net...
Have you found a neat location on the Internet?  Send the URL in with a brief description of what it’s

about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.

Our Four Winds Site, what else???  http://www.4windsbmw.org .  And always remember never to forget, you can get this
and past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there!  Check it out if you haven’t already done so.

Neat Perception Tests: http://www.msf-usa.org/riderperception/ 2 excellent sets of on-line tests to sharpen your
perception, recognition, and understanding 1) of road signs, and 2) of dangerous situations.

NOV. CLUB MEETING PICTURES

AT THE CORNERSTONE BAR AND RESTAURANT,
ASPINWALL

From the roving camera of Ron “ReddyK” Latkovic!

MANY THANKS, RON!
(YOU CAN ALMOST TASTE THAT GOOD FOOD, NOT

TO MENTION THE ALWAYS FINE CAMARADERIE!!!)
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FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual com-

pound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF trim,
panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records. Adult
owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/obo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)

Home in the Johnstown, Pa. 15904 area.  Asking $199,900.  4 br./ 3 bath, 2 car garage, 2,528 sq. ft., 2 decks, hot tub, .5 acre, in
Richland Twp. http://teamrealtors.pennsylvania.remax.com/PropertySearch/ListingDetail.aspx?lid=84827384 . If interested, con-
tact: George J. Blackham IV, (814) 266-9573 (H) .

1988 K75S rolling chassis. 5300 miles. Previous owner CUT the wiring harness to get a computer (fuel, I think). He has a new
computer & harness. Baby literally needs new shoes, so he wants it out of his way. $750. Yes, seven hundred fifty USD. 724-863-
6424 ask for Shawn.

LOOK AT ALL THE BIKES AT THE MEETING!

GREAT!  OUR PHOTOGRAPHER’S HERE!

POST-MEETING RIDE
When the club changed the regular meeting time from 2:00 PM to
Noon, Lady Di said the reason was so that folks could enjoy rides
after the meetings.  Good idea.  Over the year there have been vari-
ous rides, usually off-the-cuff, but most enjoyable, and the one after
the November meeting was the same.  There may have been other
rides to elsewhere, but this is the one five of us enjoyed.  Jay Singh
whose home bailiwick is in Fox Chapel led us on a merry bout over
great roads with lots of sweepers and curves.  Four of us tagged
along with Jay:  Walt Halaja, Tom Furey, Dave “2 Sparker”
McLaughlin, and myself.  The ride went longer than the red line
shown on the map above, but I headed home when we hit Bakerstown
and the red line stopped at my garage. Tom had also peeled off when
we were far enough north to head for New Kensington.  It was a
great day for a ride, and we hope everyone else enjoyed one too.
...Ralph
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NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

11/6/2011
12 Riders present:  Ron Latkovic, Jack Bramkamp, Matt Gardner
(new), Larry Morley, Frank Beatrous, John Barr, Ron Kranz, Walt
Halaja, Dave Manfredo, John Allen, Sonny Robison, and Ralph
Meyer.

Well, finally!  Our Pittsburgh weather this weekend turned out
as sunny and nice as Pittsburgh riders are no matter what the weather!
12 of us showed up at King’s for the breakfast and maybe a ride or
two or three or four afterwards.  Ron “Reddy-K” Latkovic and Jack

Bramkamp were heading over to the Cycle Gear Shop (they sell ev-
erything for Motorcycles and Scooters and riders BUT the Vee-
Hickels) over on Rte 8 near McNeal Rd.  Me?  I had to head home
because it was sunny, and I had a magnolia tree and a couple of
maples that decided to see if they could smother the grass on the
front and back lawns with their leaves again this year in hopes of
hogging for themselves all the fertilizer we put on for the competing
grass for next year.  The bagger on the Toro lawn tractor just doesn’t
work worth a diddeleysquat when the leaves are wet, and I hate

raking (especially since the 2 or 3 days after doing so the muscles I
haven’t used for awhile keep telling me I hadn’t used ‘em—they
don’t need to, but they always insist on it, dangitall anyway), so I
had to get home and git ‘er done (mechanical leaf removal while the
blame things [leaves] were dry, that is).  Walt, I think and some of
the other fellows were heading home, too.  I didn’t hear anything
about Hog Fathers, though some may have headed down that way, or
maybe to Foxburg since there were rides posted on the ‘net site about
going there and both places would have been fine destinations for
any and all of us ride-to-eat and eat-to-ride folks.

Ron Kranz e-mailed me a nice map, with a description of his
route, and I quote, “After breakfast this morning, Sunday, I took a
short loop ride. Continued on 910 to Duff City rode. Onto Little
Sewickley Creek road to Leetsdale. Right onto Camp Meeting Road
to Camp Meeting Road Ext.. Right onto Big Sewickley Road to home.
A 22 mile loop. Average speed 8mph.. Extremely scenic ride.”  See
the fine map he sent along which accompanies these delightful
meanderings.  It shows the loop ride he took after the breakfast to
enjoy the fall beauties.  You might want to try it yourself while the
fine weather holds and the trees are still dressed in Mother Nature’s
fall outfits.

It was nice too to
welcome a new rider
among us:  Larry
Morley’s (I think
that’s what Larry
said) son-in-law,
Matt Gardner.  Also
our very own Briga-
dier, Sonny Robison,
arrived, whose cheery
self we hadn’t seen
for a coon’s age.  So
it was a really nice
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Breakfast, and combined with some fine tire-kicking inside the res-
taurant and outside afterwards as we ogled the bikes, compared me-
chanical notes, and generally continued our enjoyable camaraderie
until we finally fired up and took off for wherever we were variously
heading, we had a most enjoyable morning.

Oh, AND there is an important note.  This morning AGAIN,
some of us had cold food (oatmeal that is not hot, even the instant
stuff, is like eating groiund cardboard—definitely UN-tasty!!!) and
others of us had to wait for our pancake syrup, coffee, etc. while the
cakes got cold.  On account of this, even though it’s nice to have the
front room reserved for us, we thought it’d be a good idea to explore
some other possibilities where better service, etc. might be obtained,
so Reddy-K (AKA Ron Latkovic) has kindly done an exploration of
places elsewhere that the North Breakfast Riders might try, to see

what we might like.  The Eat ‘n Park right across the corner from the
King’s DOES have a breakfast buffet, though they won’t reserve a
room for anybody, Ron had already checked there and the manager
told him that sort of thing was a first-come, first served situation.
Then too, there’s a Bob Evans up Route 19 toward Cranberry that
might be 10 or 15 minutes farther a ride from the normal King’s at
the Wexford I-79 exit.  They always have good vittles.  AND, the
Wild Piggie Riders can well vouch for Brown’s Country Kitchen at
Portersville for Geeeeereat food, provided inexpensively, and quick
service—and some of our Far North Riders (hear that, ‘Phoon, Tim
& Lady Di Pears?) might find that more to their liking and show up.
It’d be about a half hour farther north than King’s.  Anyway, Ron’s
checked the places out and has seen what looketh good (as the lesson
for the day might say).  He said that the Eat ‘n Park just diagonally
across the corner from the usual King’s appeared to be as good as
any, SO, the location of the North B-Ride has been changed for
December,to see if we attendees like the Eat ‘n Park as well as King’s.
For those with attention deficiency syndrome, your ersatz edjitor has
indicated the change IN LARGE AND UNMISSABLE LETTERS
on the front page, along with changing the location note on page 2.
So we hope to see y’all at the December North Breakfast Ride at the
new test venue:  The Eat ‘n Park at the strip mall at the corner of 910
and Brandt School Road Across from the BP stationright off the same
I-79 Wexford exit as the old King’s venue.  Meantime, folks, ride
safe, remember to watch for sand and black ice and the ever present
deer and blind cagers, and get out there, dress warm, ride much, and
have fun!

RALPH

RON’S NEAT RIDE!
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THE WAY WE WERE

BACK WHEN
Sent in by Walt Halaja

(And continued on the next two pages)

THE GREAT ‘PHOON’S
HOG FATHERS RIDE

11/13/2011
Ralph Meyer

Well, from the looks of the responses to the e-mail that Ed Syphan
(AKA “The Great ‘Phoon”) sent everyone about a week ago it looked
like maybe 4 people, or maybe 6 would show up if the Weavers
came.  Dan and Marg didn’t make it, but a good dozen along with the
4 who signed on (Tim and Di Pears and I) via e-mail did.  It was
great to pull into the Zelie Exxon and see all the bikes ready to go.  I
counted at least 3 K-LTs, Sean and Kev’s K-RSs, a couple or more
R-RTs of the 1100 and John and Marge’s 1150 persuasion, Vince’s,
Jay’s  and my F800s (GSs and ST), not to mention our fearless leader,
Ed’s, R100/7, and a couple more of various Bayerishe Motoren Werke
oil and airhead sorts, along with Ed Tatters’ R1000S (the hottest one
of the bunch) who rolled into Hog Fathers a few minutes after we all
had arrived from up north.  Beemers just about filled the Zelie Exxon’s
parking area once we had all gathered.  Then, on the way down by
the usual ‘Phoon-designed circuitous route, we picked up a KLR—
Dave “2 Sparker’s” who met us on Rte 18 (He too had ‘Phoon fig-
ured out—North or South for ribs down ‘that-a-way’, ‘that-a-way
being anywhere Washington or Wheeling-like, and you can bet your
bottom dollar that if Ed’s leading a ride, Rte 18’s going to figure in
there somewhere.  It’s such nice road past neat stuff and featuring
such lovely sweepers up hill and down dale that it makes for a great
motorcycling workout.

I have to admit, however, that along with the delightful ride,
company, and cuisine, I suffered an “Ohhhh, S**t!” that made the
afternoon rather expensive.  I’d taken a couple of pictures of the
bikes and the riders enjoying their Hog Fathers meals, intending to
include this happy and well filled crowd’s pictures along with this
write-up.  However, on arrival home, I reached in my pants pocket

where I put my little Canon camera, and lo and behold, NO lo and
behold.... Nuthin’, Nichts, Nada... well there was the handkerchief
that had accompanied the camera and the usual supernatural fluzz
that, despite one’s continual emptying of the stuff out of pockets
insists on reproducing itself in a seeming creatio ex nihilo, like Elijah’s
fairy-tale jar of oil that never went dry in that Great Book of Ancient
Fictional Wonders and Marvels, BUT, aside from that, no camera.
Best I can figure is that it fell out of my pocket (dumb me—I should
have put it back in the tank bag where I had it going down to the
restaurant) somewhere on I-70 or 79.  Learning:  Never carry any-
thing on a bike in a pocket without a zipper or a button down.  Like
they say down south, “I shoulda knowed better!”

So, that being the case, the best I can do pictorially speaking is
provide a map of the fine route from the Zelienople Exxon that The
Great ‘Phoon led us all on down to Hog Fathers.  It’s worth repeti-
tion, believe me.  Best pictorial thingy I can do this time around,
folks.  Dangit..mutter mutter mumble grumble grrrrrr.  ...Oh, and by
the way, you can rack up another ride Ed led without even a teentsie
drop o’ the ol’ Weather Mama’s (Muther Nature’s) H2O!

RALPH
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continued-bottom of previous page (p. 10)
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Attention all members who have submitted beginning mileage reports this year -- 
you know who you are.  December has arrived!  Please submit your ending 
mileages before Friday, Jan. 6th 2012.   
Note: your Dec. 31, 2011 mileage will be your beginning mileage for Jan 1, 2012!  
 

Four Winds Mileage Contest 
Jan 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011 

  

 
 

Ending Mileage Form – Year __2011__ 
  
Name: ___________________________________ 
  
Address: _________________________________ 
  
City: _____________________________________ 
  
State: ____________ Zip: _____________ 
  
Phone Number: (_______)  ___________________ 
  
  
  Make / Model / Year Beginning Mileage (ONLY 

if not sent in last January!) 
Ending Mileage 

Bike 1      

Bike 2      

Bike 3      

  
Mileage submitted must be an honest record of the odometer readings for the 
Motorcycles you currently own, operate and submit for the beginning and end of the 
2010 year.  You can submit the mileage from one bike or all of the bikes you own.  The 
sum of miles you attain on all of your bikes combined will produce this year’s winner. 
  
The highest mileage submitted at the end of the year will win a $25 gift certificate to refill 
your tank at:  

 

 
And Note: NEW PRIZES will be offered this year: 
2nd Prize: 1 year’s Free 4 Winds Membership 
3rd and 4th Prizes: ALL Participants names will be put in the ‘hat’ and 2 will be drawn to 
receive additional prizes.  As the saying goes . . . “It pays to play.” 

Mail Form to: 
Mileage Contest 
c/o Tim Pears 
555 Rose Stop Rd. 
New Castle, PA  16101 
or E-mail to: 
timndiane@comcast.net 

2011 MILEAGE FORM
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WHAT’S A CHINESE AUCTION?
by Bethany Furey,

A ‘Chinese’ auction will be on of the attractions at the banquet and
there will be various themes and items in the auction(s).

A ‘Chinese auction’ may be new to many people in the 4 winds
group. it is something we are going to try this year for the banquet as
opposed to the traditional door prize.

So what is a Chinese auction? A Chinese auction is a combina-
tion of a raffle and an auction that is typically featured at charity,
church festival, and numerous other events. Each basket in the auc-
tion has a theme. Within each basket are items that are ‘donated’ by
local restaurants or establishments. Some ‘ideas’ thrown around for
the baskets’ themes are ‘safety’, ‘ladies night’, ‘BBQ essentials’,
etc.  Each basket will have a listing of the contents of the enclosed
items. Each basket should have a person or group of people who
team up to construct or contribute to the basket. All items within the
basket may or may not be ‘donated’. The idea is to get everything in
the basket as a donation. However, if that is not possible, smaller,
more affordable items can be added by the supporting person or group
to the basket to boost the basket’s dollar value.

Each banquet attendee will automatically get several tickets upon
arrival to the banquet. Subsequent tickets may be purchased. The
tickets will be dropped in a box next to each basket.  We may even
give out a ticket(s) to anyone who signs up for membership that night.
The winner of the each basket will be drawn at the end of the night.

This may be a lengthy explanation. But it should help if you
never experienced a Chinese auction yourself.

At the ‘Chinese’ auction, the new attraction at the banquet there
will be themes. We are working on getting donations from local es-
tablishments that the 4 Winds loves and actively supports. if anyone
has any questions, concerns or if they would like to participate, you
can email me directly by January 7 at the latest. I can go over any
questions anyone may have and explain things in detail.

BETHANY FUREY, HI VIZ STORE, BETHANYFUREY@GMAIL.COM

FOR SCOOTER-ERS & GS-ERS

THE !LATEST! FROM OUR FAVORITE MARQUE, DER

BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE:
(FROM: HTTP://WWW.BMWMOTORCYCLES.COM/US/

EN/INDEX.HTML AND ASSOCIATED URLS)
Urban Mobility – your future is on two wheels.

The city is the epitome of our times - both fascinating and chal-
lenging. At the pulsating centers of megacities, parking spaces are
becoming increasingly rare, roads are becoming more crowded and
it is taking longer to get from A to B. The shortage of resources calls
for a new approach.

We are proud to present two brand new scooters, the C 600 Sport
and the C 650 GT, offering affordable technology and intelligent
details which make everyday life easier. Ride our new Maxi-Scoot-
ers to any destination in the city, or explore the worlds beyond,
whether alone or with a passenger, with or without luggage. Intro-
ducing the new urban mobility solutions from BMW Motorrad.

C 600 Sport
The city is waiting for you and for the first ever BMW Motorrad

Maxi-Scooter. The new C 600 Sport is perfect for anyone who is
looking for an intelligent mobility solution combined with BMW
Motorrad riding experience.

The C 600 Sport offers excellent handling and performance. The
striking design in characteristic BMW style, is a definite attention
grabber. This is certainly the way to handle urban mobility. A world
full of possibilities, adventures and challenges. >>learn more

C 650 GT
Conquer the city, or get away from it all, with the new BMW C

650 GT Maxi-Scooter, you can put your plans into practice in high
style. The C 650 GT’s powerful 60 hp engine will handle long dis-
tances with ease. C 650 GT is also a great handling scooter that
offers exceptional comfort too. This C 650 GT touring scooter will
give you a whole new sense of freedom and independence.

The C 650 GT offers the biggest storage volume in its class along
with superior wind and weather protection. >>learn more

G650GS Sertao
MSRP $8,650 (incl. ABS)
Power, robustness and agility combined with maximum control.

This is what the G 650 GS Sertão stands for - a machine designed to
master even the most adventurous forays into off-road terrain. Natu-
rally its outstanding ride characteristics not only make it excel here
but also in everyday riding on country roads or in city traffic.

No wonder - with these technical features: The engine generates
48 hp at 6500 rpm and a maximum torque of 44 lb/ft at 5000 rpm.
Fuel consumption is sensationally low at 74 mpg at a constant 55
mph and thanks to its extremely low weight of 390 lbs with full tank
the bike handles easily in every situation.

The G 650 GS Sertão is a thrilling bike to look at, too. The ex-
clusive color design is classic in Aura white/Arroy blue while re-
maining modern at the same time. The luggage carrier is in black
and the seat in black/grey.

Enduro fans will also enjoy the wide range of equipment. Thanks
to state-of-the-art ABS the braking performance of the G 650 GS
Sertão reaches a new level on wet asphalt. Apart from riding safety,
a high level of comfort is ensured by the heated grips and the socket
which ensures untroubled travel feeling on long distance rides. The
equipment features are rounded off by the original BMW Motorrad
alarm system.

All this makes the G 650 GS Sertão a versatile Funduro which
calls out for adventure, like the exciting desert of Brasil after which
it was named. Let yourself in for adventure!

For pictures of the C 600 Sport, the C650 GT Scooters, and the
G 650 GS Sertao, see p. 18.

IT’S TO LAUGH
Sent in by Walt Halaja

JEWISH HUMOR
Those fabulous Jewish Comedians that you may remember. The old
Jewish Catskill comics of Vaudeville days:  Shecky Greene, Red
Buttons, Totie Fields, Joey Bishop, Milton Berle, Jan Murray, Danny
Kaye, Henny Youngman, Buddy Hackett, Sid Caesar, Groucho Marx,
Jackie Mason, Victor Borge, Woody Allen, Joan Rivers, Lenny Bruce,
George Burns, Allan Sherman, Jerry Lewis, Peter Sellers, Carl Reiner,
Shelley Berman, Gene Wilder, George Jessel, Alan King, Mel Brooks,
Phil Silvers, Jack Carter, Rodney Dangerfield, Don Rickles, Jack
Benny, Mansel Rubenstein, and so many others.

Continued on page 14
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And there was not one single swear word in their comedy. Here
are a few examples:

* I just got back from a pleasure trip. ...I took my mother-in-law to
the airport.

* I’ve been in love with the same woman for 49 years! ...If my wife
ever finds out, she’ll kill me!

* What are three words a woman never wants to hear when she’s
making love? ...“Honey, I’m home!”

* We always hold hands. ...If I let go, she shops.

* My wife and I went back to the hotel where we spent our wedding
night; only this time I stayed in the bathroom and cried.

* My wife and I went to a hotel where we got a waterbed. My wife
called it the Dead Sea .

* She was at the beauty shop for two hours. That was only for the
estimate.  She got a mudpack and looked great for two days.
Then the mud fell off.

* The Doctor gave a man six months to live. The man couldn’t pay
his bill so the doctor gave him another six months.

* The Doctor called Mrs. Cohen saying, “Mrs. Cohen, your check
came back.“  Mrs. Cohen answered, “So did my arthritis!”

* Doctor: “You’ll live to be 60!” Patient: “I am 60!” Doctor: “See!
What did I tell you?”

* Patient: “I have a ringing in my ears.” Doctor: “Don’t answer!”

* A drunk was in front of a judge. The judge says, “You’ve been
brought here for drinking.” ...The drunk says “Okay, let’s get
started.”

* Why do Jewish divorces cost so much? ...They’re worth it.

The Harvard School of Medicine did a study of why Jewish women
like Chinese food so much. The study revealed that this is due to
the fact that Won Ton spelled backward is Not Now.

There is a big controversy on the Jewish view of when life begins.
In Jewish tradition, the fetus is not considered viable until it
graduates from medical school.

Q: Why don’t Jewish mothers drink?
A: Alcohol interferes with their suffering.

Q: Why do Jewish mothers make great parole officers?
A: They never let anyone finish a sentence!

A man called his mother in Florida ,
“Mom, how are you?”
“Not too good,” said the mother. “I’ve been very weak.”
The son said, “Why are you so weak?” She said, “Because I haven’t

eaten in 38 days.”
The son said, “That’s terrible. Why haven’t you eaten in 38 days?”

YOU MEET THE NICEST PEOPLE

ON A MOTORCYCLE
Coming home Sunday, 11/13, from the Hog Father’s Ride, I had my
Canon Elph I’d used to take some pictures of the riders at Hog Fa-
thers in my pants pocket.  In the process of getting ready to head
home I forgot to put it back in the tank bag where it’d safely been on
the ride down to the restaurant.  The net result was that when I got
home there was no camera in my pocket.  Great sinking feeling!
Checked everything.  No camera.  ‘Phoon called later wanting some
pictures and I told him the camera was lost somewhere between Hog
Fathers by Washington and home.  He gave me Hog Fathers phone
number, and I called them in case I might have left it on the table or
dropped it in the restaurant somewhere.  No go.  The nice waitress
looked all around, but no camera.  I figured it was gone.  Then,
Monday, I got the following e-mail, and what follows is our e-mail
conversation:
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From: Scott White
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:01 AM
To: ‘Ralph L. Meyer’
Subject: LOST CAMERA??? BMW Pics on it.

Hey Ralph,
   Did you lose a camera?  If so, I found it.  It’s got pics froma BMW
meet at Hogfather’s BBQ on the disc but the camera is broken from
hitting the street.    It was at Dickey Rd and Rt910.  Email, text, or
call my cell if it’s yours or if you know to whom it belongs.
   Kind regards,
          Scott
Scott White
Warehouse Manager
Sub-Technical Inc and SealGuard Inc
363 Mars-Valencia Rd., Mars, PA 16046  USA

The mother answered, “Because I didn’t want my mouth to be filled
with food if you should call.”

A Jewish boy comes home from school and tells his mother he has a
part in the play.

She asks, “What part is it?”
The boy says, “I play the part of the Jewish husband.”
The mother scowls and says, “Go back and tell the teacher you want

a speaking part.”

Q: How many Jewish mothers does it take to change a light bulb?
A: (Sigh) “Don’t bother. I’ll sit in the dark. I don’t want to be a

nuisance to anybody.”

Did you hear about the bum who walked up to a Jewish mother on
the street and said, “Lady, I haven’t eaten in three days.”

“Force yourself,” she replied.

Q: What’s the difference between a Rottweiler and a Jewish mother?
A: Eventually, the Rottweiler lets go.

Q: Why are Jewish men circumcised?
A: Because Jewish women don’t like anything that Isn’t 20% off.
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A RIDER’S THANK YOU!
by Tom Sandretto

’94 K11RS--NOVEMBER 11, 2011
To the 4 Winds Membership Wherever you are and Whomever it
may concern,

On a recent two wheel tour of Northern Virginia our trek was
interrupted by thick fog and heavy rain heading east from Monterey,
VA on route 250 (AKA: The Highland Turnpike, Hanky Mountain
Highway, and Churchville Road) past the Civil War battlefield of
McDowell, the former Confederate Breastworks overlooking
McDowell, “over the mountains and through the woods” of the George
Washington National Forest, toward Charlottesville, VA.  (Great two
wheel road!) 

After stopping to empty water from our riding boots on two occa-
sions, we decided to pull into a fire station in Staunton VA (home of
the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library) for advice concerning a
hotel for the purpose of drying out and warming up.  Just around the
corner was the Howard Johnson and the best accommodation a mo-
torcyclist can ever hope to encounter.  The manager, Mr. Bob Mehta,
invited us to park our rides under the portico roof just outside the
front door of the hotel.  This, before we were able even to ask if this
was a possibility!  Great room, breakfast included, and an invitation
to park our rides out of the rain while we were guests.  Three blocks
from the center of town with great restaurants and live music. 

 Just as great as the fresh trout breakfast and supper we had in
Monterey.

 
Mr. Bob Mehta, HOWARD JOHNSON, 268 N Central
Avenue, Staunton, VA 24401, 540-886-5330,
Hojostaunton@yahoo.com

 
Thanks Bob!
Safe riding to all, an to all a good night!  (Especially you, Mrs.

Callabash.)

TOM

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
To: Scott White
Subject: Re: LOST CAMERA??? BMW Pics on it.

Oh wow!  Thank you ever so much Scott!  Yes, it’s mine – a Canon
Digital Elph in a slipcase with magnetic cover on the case.  I had it in
my pocket riding home from Hog Fathers where I’d taken pictures of
the fellows who rode there with Ed Syphan, but when I got home, the
camera was gone.  I called Hog Fathers to see if I’d left it on the
table, but no luck though the waitress there took several minutes to
look all around where we had been sitting.  I thought it must have
come out of my pocket on the road somewhere on the way home, but
since we’d been near Washington, I sadly figured it was gone for-
ever.  I guess the camera is up the spout from what you say, but the
pictures I took were for our 4 Winds BMW Riders club newsletter.
If you’d be so kind as to let me know where I can pick it up, I’d much
appreciate it!
And many thanks again!

Ralph

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From: Scott White
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 8:51 AM
To: ‘Ralph L. Meyer’
Subject: RE: LOST CAMERA??? BMW Pics on it.

  No problem, Ralph.  You were my first guess after 5 minutes of
internet sleuthing.  I’ve got the camera at work with me in Mars
right now.  If you want to stop here during the day sometime, just call
to make sure I’m here.  I usually run out to the store or lunch or
somewhere at the exact time someone stops to see me.  If you want
to stop by my house in the evening sometime, I live at 3820 Gibsonia
Rd (Rt910), between Dickey Rd and where the train tracks cross.
I’ve got a white ’62 Pontiac in my front yard for sale.  The bottom of
the driveway is slippery (as ice) when wet, careful on the bike.
  While I don’t own a BMW, I’ve owned about every other brand of
bike on the market.  So, when I saw bike pictures on the camera disc,
I kind of figured what had happened.  When I told my friend Scott
Nogrady (GS Giant, ABC Airhead, etc) what I had found and where
the pics were taken, he suggested it may have been a 4 Winds meet.
The site says you live in Bakerstown so I figured it may have been
yours.
  Feel free to call anytime you want to pick it up.  412-651-0375  Or,
if you just want me to email you the pics I can do that, too.  Or both.
Or whatever.  The disc is still good and the battery may be too.  The
camera may be serviceable but I doubt it’s worth it.

Scott White
Warehouse Manager
Sub-Technical Inc and SealGuard Inc
363 Mars-Valencia Rd., Mars, PA 16046  USA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The upshot of all this is that I called Scott and arranged to stop by
Sub-Technical Thursday 11/17 to pick up the camera on my way
home from my doctor’s appointment near Cranberry.  When I got
there I met a tall kindly gentleman with a delightful British Accent
named Eric Smith who said he’d take me out into the shop to find
Scott who was probably out there somewhere.  Well, to make a long
and lovely story short, come to find out, Eric was the President of
Sub-Tropical and Sealguard and, along with Scott, is an avid motor-

cyclist.  Scott says Eric also is a collector of same.  Besides receiving
my camera back, we had a delightful hour’s confab about motor-
cycles, The Barber Motorcycle Museum, which Scott and Eric had
visited not long ago, and other cycling goodies.  When I looked at my
watch and say we’d been chatting for almost an hour, I said I was
sorry to have kept them from their work, as the shop looked pretty
busy.  And to that Eric said something like, “Don’t worry about it.
One rule around here is that we’ll stop any time if it’s to talk motor-
cycles!”  What a couple of great guys and fellow riders!
Later, at the November club meeting, I mentioned meeting Scott and
Eric at Sub-Technical and Sealguard to Ron Latkovic (ReddyK), and
he said, “Hey, I know both those guys.  They supply Duquesne light
with all kinds of good water-sealing and other stuff.  We’ve dealt
with them for years!  They’re good people!”  Boy, small, but delight-
ful world!
To apply Honda’s old but very true saying, “You meet the nicest
people on a motorcycle!”

RALPH
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THE FOUR WINDS BMW RIDERS’ 

Annual Banquet 
 

 
 

Best Western Parkway Center Inn 
875 Greentree Road 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

Phone (412) 922-7070 
 

Saturday, January 21, 2012 
 

6:00   Mingle, Games, Chinese Auction Prize Bidding, 50/50 
      Cash Bar opens with reasonably priced drinks 
6:00 -- 7:00  Treasurer available one hour only for Membership Renewals 
7:00     Buffet Dinner = Featuring Roast Beef, Salmon, Chicken Kiev 
8:00     Awards, Entertainment, Prizes, Auction Winners 
10:00 – ??     Dancing & Music, Visiting, Bar still Open 

 

Featuring 

Ten Years in the Making : 
Allison McGee’s Irish Odyssey 

 

Bring non-digital (new or old) Four Winds photos for display table. Send 
your best digital shots to Patrick Barrett for the slide show at 
triiku@gmail.com or mail to 1008 S. Braddock Ave, Apt. 1 Swissvale, PA 15218 
 
Discounted room rate of $89 will be available for reservations until Jan. 1st.  Free cocktail 
hour from 5 - 6 pm for overnight hotel guests. Free deluxe breakfast, indoor pool, hot 
tub, and fitness center.  (No pets allowed.) 
http://www.bestwesternpa.com/hotels/best-western-parkway-center-inn 
Book rooms directly through our banquet contact, Katy Mittica. 
Phone: 412-922-7070 ext. 153.     Email: salestwo@parkwaycenterinn.com 

BANQUET INFORMATION



17

BANQUET REGISTRATION FORM 
 

 

Directions to the Best Western Parkway Center Greentree: 
 
FROM DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH:    Follow signs for 376 West towards 
the airport.  You will eventually pass over the Fort Pitt Bridge and through 
the Fort Pitt Tunnel.  As you exit the tunnel you will continue on 376 West 
towards the airport.  Go 2 miles and take Exit 4B Parkway Center. Travel up 
the ramp and hotel is on the right. 
 
FROM THE SOUTH HILLS:    Take Route 19 North (Washington Road) and 
follow it to Cochran Road. Turn left onto Cochran Road and follow to 
Green Tree Road (Route 121 North).  Bear right onto Greentree Road. 
Continue on Greentree Road.  It crosses over 376 overpass and straight to 
the hotel on the right. 
 
FROM THE WEST:    Follow 376 Parkway West towards Pittsburgh. Take 

Exit 4A.  At light turn left onto Greentree Road.  Greentree Road crosses 
over 376 overpass.  Continue on Greentree Road to the hotel on the right. 
 
 

    ---snip-----      VP by January 14, 2012   -----snip--- 
(Must arrive at Tom’s by Jan. 14th to submit count 2 wks. ahead!) 
 
 

Names:______________________________________________ 
 
Number Attending x $23 pp = _____________________ 
(enclose this amount) 
 
Mail check (made payable to Four Winds BMW Riders) to: 
Tom Furey, Treasurer 
1663 Beamer Ave. 
New Kensington, PA  15068 

BANQUET REGISTRATION FORM
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C 600 SPORT

C 650 GT

G 650 GS SERTAO

FOR THE STORY ON THESE SCOOTERS AND THIS GS,
SEE P. 13 OR THE BMW MOTORRAD WEB SITE.

SCOOTER PICS



19

2012 4-Winds Dues Submission form: 
 

Member Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Post Office:__________________________________ State:_________ Zipcode:______________________ 
 
Additional Members’ Names (if any): 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

Associate Members’ Names (if any):  

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

Number of Members’ Dues submitted:  _________  X  $15  =   $_____________ 

 

Number of Associates’ Dues submitted: _________ X  $7.50 = $_____________ 

 

                                                                                         Total:  $_____________ 

 

Please make out your dues check for yourself, and other members and associates in your family to 

“4 Winds BMW Riders” and mail it with this completed form to: 

 

Tom Furey, Treasurer 

4 Winds BMW Riders of Pittsburgh 

1663 Beamer Avenue 

New Kensington, PA 15068 

2014 DUES FORM
It’s coming up that time of year again folks!  Be an early bird, keep our fine treasurer happy!
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:

Wherever you are, that’s where you
are!  ...A Happy Winter Solstice, A
Wow Saturnalia, A Merry Christ-
mas, A Happy Chanukah, and A Joy-
ous Kwanzaa to all, whichever you
celebrate!  Ride much, ride long, ride
happy, ride safe!  And a fulfilling and
enriching New Year with many
SMiles on 2 Wheels to come!

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


