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APRIL MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
Apr. 16, 2011 at The Spaghetti Ware-
house 2601 Smallman St. in
Pittsburgh’s Strip Districk from 12–
3PM. Lunch will be from the menu.
Don Poremski will present an
MOA/MSF safety program.
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Why do we ride? That is a good question with
multiple answers, probably multiple answers
for each of us. For me it is the smell of a
field after a rain, or the change in tempera-
ture and humidity when you drop into a val-
ley, the thrill of a series of S’s that you can
see thru and really fly.  It’s sitting around a
campsite with like minded riders after a long
day ride, seeing things that you would never
see in a car because you would never be on
that back road in a car. It’s riding long dis-
tances and knowing that you have everything
you need on your bike, doing something that
other people couldn’t or wouldn’t do. It’s
doing a track day where you can gradually
increase the angle of lean on every turn with
each lap.

For other riders, it might be racing or
rebuilding older bikes.  For some it is a soli-
tary activity and for some it is a group activ-
ity.  For many of us, it is a combination of
both.

I am sure that you can add multiple other
reasons to ride.

The next question is why do we need a
club? We could probably do most of the above
on our own. The easy answer is that we don’t
need a club, but I think that is a shortsighted
answer. The club serves many functions.

The most obvious things the club does
are the rally, meetings, the banquet, break-
fast rides, newsletter, and the website. We
all use these activities to some degree to en-
hance our riding, but many of us are utiliz-
ing these resources with either minimal or

NEW RIDES

COMING UP --
SEE P. 7!
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders

Newsletter is published for
members’ use.  Articles’ and pic-
tures’ copyrights are held by
their authors.  Author’s permis-
sion should be obtained before
any form of republication.

Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must

be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meet-
ing of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
April Meeting: Apr. 16; May.
issue deadline: Tues., Apr.
19th).  Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.

Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as at-

tachments with “4 Winds News-
letter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:

    <meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:

Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with

headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format.  Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.

Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.

Long articles may be split between
issues.

National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is char-
tered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA

Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org .  Down-
load a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader’ button at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter pro-
vided.

ONGOING EVENTS

Breakfast Rides, et al.:
These rides are free-form.  Those

attending decide what they
want to do and where, if any-
where, they want to ride.  If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME!  EAT!  CHAT!  RIDE!

Ride Schedule — Month:
Sun, Apr 3 — North at King’s, I-

79 & Rt 910/VIP Dr., 10:00
AM

Sat, Apr 9 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM

Sun, Apr 17 — South at King's,
3049 Washington Pike, off Exit
54, I-79, Bridgeville, 10:00
AM

Sat, Apr 23 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22 Westbound Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM

If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to no-
tify others:  It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particu-
lar Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so.  That’ll
help save a rider from discov-
ering too late that no one else
is going that day.  The Break-
fast Ride’s URL is:   http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9  .  Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

2011 SHACKS
Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for any
Shack locations and dates to help
keep us smiling through the win-
ter, and keep ‘em rolling!

MEETING SCHEDULE

2011
Mark the dates on your calen-

dars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.

Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.

April 16, 2011, 12PM — The
Spaghetti Warehouse, 2601
Smallman St, Pittsburgh, PA,
phone: 412-261-6511.

May 21, 2011, 12PM — 12PM
European Motorcycles of Pitts-
burgh

June 18, 2011, 12PM — at the
Laurel Highlands Rally,
www.pioneerparkcampground.com,
Sommerset, PA

July 16, 2011, 12PM — TBA
August, 2011 — Friday, August

19, 12PM to Sunday, August
2 1
45th Annual Four Winds
Rally!

September 17, 2011, 12PM —
TBA

October 15, 2011, 12PM — TBA
November 19, 2011, 12PM —

TBA
December, 2011 — No Monthly

Meeting

no involvement in the club (have you paid
your dues yet or volunteered to help out?).
Without the club, these activities don’t ex-
ist.  I know that there are a lot of local riders
that never miss a Four Winds Rally who
aren’t members or are members, but aren’t
volunteering to help keep the club going.

One of the less obvious functions that the
club serves is that of a communication cen-
ter.   Several months ago, during a conversa-
tion with Lee Marks, the subject of new
BMW riders came up.  We discussed the di-
lemma of new riders who buy a bike but then

sell it less than a year later because they don’t
know where to ride, with whom to ride, etc.
The club is there to give this information to
new and to seasoned riders.  How often do
you discuss with fellow members a great road
you found, a good destination, what they think
about a new accessory you are thinking about
buying, or how to fix something on your bike?
These are all functions of the club and with-
out the Four Winds they wouldn’t exist for
any of us, or would exist to a much lesser
degree.



3

APRIL MEETING PROGRAM
The program for the April meeting at the Spaghetti Warehouse will
feature Don Poremski’s MOA/MSF presentation entitled “Street
Smarts – A Rider Perception Program.”  Be at the Spaghetti Ware-
house at Noon on April 16th for an eye-opening safety presentation.
Here’s the precis--don’t miss it:

Motorcycle riding requires a lot more than coordination and bal-
ance. It requires a keen perceptive ability that helps a rider see and
evaluate all the important clues in order to respond safely and effec-
tively in traffic. Poor perception puts a rider at a disadvantage. The
goal of the session is to acquaint participants with the important
aspects of visual perception, and how the brain and eyes work to-
gether to manage risk.  This is an interactive and fun session, not a
boring lecture.  The session is planned for no longer than one hour.

We need the club and the club needs us.  So pay your dues and
volunteer to help keep us going.

RIDE FAST, RIDE SAFE

SEAN

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

MEETING MINUTES

 - 2011MARCH19
12.57

- Meeting called to order.
- Treasurer’s Report (Larry Shockling)

- We have fifty-one members!
- Payments for the Rally start going out soon.

- Website Update (Trick Barrett)
- Going to try and create a forum specifically dedi-

cated to the club itself (goings-on, suggestions/complaints,
meeting locations/times, et al).

- The calendar is fully-usable now and is updated
with the events that Trick currently knows of. ANYTHING
motorcycle-related should go on here, regardless of whether
it’s BMW-themed or not. If you have an event, email Trick
at triiku@gmail.com with the name, location(address pref-
erably), date & time of the event as well as a contact for
more information and a brief description of what will be
happening.

- Trick is going to be getting in contact with Mitch
about fixing the photo gallery on the website so that any-
body with an account can post pictures—a la facebook—
rather than just the webmaster.

1.03
- Sean “King Doc” Barrett

- The Snowshoe Ride is all set up, the rooms are at
The Inn at Snowshoe.

- Prices: Refer to the Newsletter.
- The ride is the same weekend as the Cass

Rally and the location is rather close, if anyone wants to
check it out.

- We will be leaving on Saturday the 28th of
May and returning Monday the 30th of May, seeing as
how that’s the holiday.

- It will be a nice, quiet weekend.
- Reminder: Don “The Ambassador” Poremski will

be leading the MOC’s Sistersville Ride on 21 May to
Sistersville, West Virginia.

1.07
- New Business

- Nancy “Queen Mum” Barrett and Kevin
“Goofylocks” Hart (we love you Kevin!) will be doing the
Rally this year with Kevin focusing on the tech sessions.

- We will be bringing the banner to the National Rally
in Bloomsburg so there will be a 4 Winds camping spot to
meet up with other folks from the Club.

1.10
- Diane “Princess Di” Pears

- We’re trying to think of other events that the club
can do that DON’T necessarily involve bikes to help in-
clude members’ spouses/kids/parakeets.

- Thoughts include a baseball game (cheap and no-
one expects the Bucs to win anyway) and a Gateway Clip-
per Cruise (pricing ranges from ~$24-$46).

- Poremski brought up that the MOC does bowling
nights at a black-lit, Cosmic Bowling-type joint. Certainly
seems like another good idea.

1.16-ish
- After much last-minute scrabbling for 50/50 tickets, Dan
Weaver won!

1.25
- Thanks to Tom Myers for hosting this month’s meeting!
- Meeting adjourned.
- After the meeting, Poremski’s MOA Safety Presentation,
which had almost everyone participating, but was a bit short-
ened because of *cough cough* technical difficulties.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, TRICK BARRETT, RECORDING SEC’Y
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MARCH MEETING PICTURES

OF OUR MARCH 19TH MEETING AT TOM MYERS’ HEATED GARAGE--MANY THANKS, TOM!  NICE PLACE!
Smile!  You may have been on Ron “Reddy-K’s” Candid Camera!  Our Thanks to Ron for the great coverage!

Our host, Tom Myers, with the Phamous 4 Winds Banner Prez Sean keeps the meeting rolling

Lady Di outlines some neat things for the future--and
hey!...got a good idea?  Let her know!

The Board--hard at work before the rest of us arrived

Don Don schmoozing with the troops before the
presentation

Note the table off the board’s left -- it’s filled with
delicious goodies we enjoyed for lunch
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It was a great rideable day!

Absorbing some neat MOA/MSF Safety Info

John Rollin tries his hand at walking the line wearing the
‘Boozeheister Glasses’--It’s sure hard to walk straight, so
imagine trying to ride after downing even one alcoholic

drink!

The usual and not-so-usual suspects paying close
attention--with a goodly bunch more off camera but

equally engrossed

Reddy-K tries walking the line wearing the ‘Boozeheister
Glasses’ under Don’s guidance--why ain’t that line where I

think it is???

Diane holds the card to concentrate on while Don gives
the peripheral vision test.  ...You won’t believe how little

peripheral vision you really have.  It’s an ‘eye opener’--no
pun intended!
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NORTH BREAKFAST RIDE

3/6/2011
Well, after a week with 3 days (count ‘em Three!!!) of sunshine, the
weather gods got schmaltzy and handed us a day and a half of rain
that morphed on this fine Sunday Morning into (Yechhhh!!!) snow
attended by its fine friggin’ fellow traveler, slush.  I say again,

Yechhhhh!
However, it takes
more than that to
stop our excellent
North Breakfast
Ride Kvetch,
Kibbitz, and Ca-
vort 4 Winds
Club segment,
and this morning

six members of the
squadron showed up:

John “The Long Rider”
Allen, Sean “The Prez!” Barrett,

Walt “Cap’n” Halaja*,  Carl “Mr. Fixit” Hartz, Ron “Reddy-K”
Latkovic, and me, Ralph “Der Princton Tiger” Meyer.  Rose, our
favorite waitress was on deck immediately with hot cups of King’s
Crowining Coffee for each of us as we arrived, and along with
hotcakes, eggs, home fries, a HOT meat lovers’ omelette the way
Walt likes it, etc., etc., and so forth, we were soon munching away
and providing a bright conversational roar sufficient to bring “Super
Bob,” the fine King’s Manager, from his station at the helm to wish
us motorcycling swashbucklers his monthly greetings. Bob’s the great
gentleman who sees to preventing blue haired old ladies from grab-
bing the front room in order to provide us our monthly 4 Winds Break-
fast fix in fine surroundings,

Several of the usual suspects, namely, Paul “PW” (or should we
say “Snowbird?”**) White, Ron “The Camper” Kranz, and Ed
“Racer” Tatters were known to be partaking of that vast, noisy, and
much warmer Motorcycling Mayhem otherwise known as “Daytona
Bike Week.”  Missing were also Larry Morley and Frank Beatrous
though according to the weather mavens it’s very possible New
Brighton had been the beneficiary of more and deeper slush than we
of these more southeastern climes had faced.

In any event, the six of us were quite well able to keep King’s
front room rollicking at more or less the same decibelic level usually
the cast on the first Sunday of the month.  Reddy K brought in, for
Show and Tell session BMW ON and RIDER magazine, both of which

had stories, somewhat contrasting, about the new BMW Naked
F800R, which comes complete with O-ring chain and fun (at least at
engine rpms below 5000 according to one article, above which
spinspeed according to the same article undesirable vibration pre-
vents rider snoozing while underway—possibly a definite safety ad-
vantage providing one’s hands do not go numb and one’s toes tingle).
MCN, in agreement with the more positive ON article, was over-
joyed with the bike on all counts, acknowledging but a slight amount
of knowledge that one was running a vertical twin in which, unlike
old Deere twin cylinder “Johnny Poppers,” both pistons rise and fall
together.  On the subject of new bikes, John indicated that although
it seems BMW might have one of the new K1600GTLs behind ‘you
can look but don’t touch’ tape at Daytona, he was, as the rest of us
agreed, totally uninterested in looking because, as Honda might have
put it, “I wanna ride!”  Or, to explain that phraseology, “I want a
ride!” ...i.e., to see how the bike lives up to the pre-arrival reputation
it’s been getting in the MC rags.  There’s no doubt it’s revolutionary
though the opinion of several of us that it’s weight was such as prob-
ably to put it beyond our own consideration, it being an apparent
truism that there’s an inverse relationship between ‘maturity,’ and
desirable motorcycle weight.  Oh for the days of the light but potent
R100s again!  Sean says he loved his R80RT though when two up it
required a good mile to get up speed sufficient to pass a slow motor-
ist in front of one.

And with those and other meanderments regarding our two
wheeled propensities we spent a delightful morning before heading
back out to the cages we’d all come in this day.  @*&^%# weather!

RALPH
*Walt’s now the proud owner of a new knee and walking as

though he’d never even been in the hospital on St. Valentines Day to
have the old ‘nacheral’ one replaced.  Maybe we can call him Walt
“The Bionic Cap’n”?  It was great to see him out, though he says
he’s not yet sure when he’ll permit himself to be back on Traveler
again, but it’s got to be after everything is all sorted out, and fully
back to normal.

**PW bought himself a ‘has everything you might want and noth-
ing you don’t’ 20 or so foot-long trailer which he now inhabits along
with Tito, his fine guard dog, somewhere a bit north of Tampa that
he has parked right next to his buddy and ours, Larry “GG1”
Snodgrass, who inhabits a similar movable domicile.  PW says he’s
‘staying down there until April, and intends to go back next year’ as
he really enjoys snow—but only when he can watch the ‘Burgh get
pounded with it from a totally safe distance at 75° temperatures.
Ain’t that nice???  (He really didn’t have to tell me it was 75° down
there near Tampa when it was about 6° outside the house up here.
Pbffffffft.)  I’m Jealous, can’t you tell? -- at least of the temps and
sunshine.

***Many thanks to Ron “Reddy-K” Latkovic for the camera and
for getting Rose, our efficient King’s Waitress, to get a shot of us all.
Ron usually does the photos, but then he never shows up in them, so
this time we prevailed upon Rose to grab his camera and get us all in
the picture!
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AN INTERESTING COMPARISON
Cadged and Sent Along by Dave (the former ‘2 Spark’)*

Mclaughlin

In 1923, Who Was:
1. President of the largest steel company?
2. President of the largest gas company?
3. President of the New York stock Exchange?
4. Greatest wheat speculator?
5. President of the Bank of International Settlement?
6. The Great Bear of Wall Street?

In their day, these men were considered some of the worlds most
successful.

Now, 88 years later, we ask what ultimately became of them.

The Answers:
1. The president of the largest steel company, Charles Schwab,
...died a pauper.

2. The president of the largest gas company, Edward Hopson,
...went insane.

3. The president of the NYSE, Richard Whitney,
...was released from prison to die at home.

4. The greatest wheat speculator, Arthur Cooger,
...died abroad, penniless.

5. The president of the Bank of International Settlement,
...shot himself.

6 The Great Bear of Wall Street, Cosabee Livermore,
...also committed suicide

However, In that same year, 1923, the winner of the worlds most
important road race, the Isle of Man T.T., was Stanley Woods.

What became of him?
He won 10 T.T. races between 1923 and 1939, He lived on the Isle

of Man and rode motorcycles all his life. He lapped the island
circuit at 82 mph in 1957 (The Golden Jubilee) aged 54, He was
a wealthy man when he died aged 90.

The Moral:
F*** work.
Ride motorcycles!

* Dave Says he’s only ‘One Spark’ as he now rides a KLR.

UPCOMING RIDES
PACKARD MUSEUM RIDE!

THIS SUNDAY MARCH 27TH -- LEAVE

KING’S @ 11 AM
by Ted Sohier

This is a trip to the National Packard Museum
in Warren, Ohio, this very weekend.  The
museum's 11th Annual Antique Motorcycle
Exhibit runs up through May 29th.  The
museum claims the exhibit offers ". . . 30
fine machines from the dawn of the 20th
century through the mid 70's.  Rarities in-
clude at 1908 Crouch Beltdrive, a 1936
Strap-Framed Nimbus 4-cylinder, and a 1950
Imme."   The museum is open Sundays from
1 to 5pm; we'll try to get there not much
later than 1 pm.  Admission: $8.00 for adults,
$5 for seniors.  The URL is:
www.packardmuseum.org .

 At Sean Barret’s suggestion, we will leave from
King's Family Restaurant, Rte. 910 at I-79,
this coming Sunday, March 27th at 11:00
AM sharp.  If you wish to eat breakfast with
some other 4 Windsers, be at King’s at 9:30
AM so we can be ready to roll at 11.  Full
Gas Tanks to start!  We’ll eat lunch together
at a restaurant in Warren after visiting the
museum.  If this Sunday is Rainy and
Snowy, the rain date will be the following
Saturday, April 2, same time setup.

MEMORIAL DAY RIDE TO

SNOWSHOE, WV
Arrive Friday or Saturday, returning on Mon-

day.  Make a reservation at the Inn at Snow-
shoe:  304-572-1000. You need to tell them
that you are with the Four Winds BMW
group.  Rates are $79.50 for a single, $86
for a double, $92.50 for a triple and $99 for
a quad room.  Breakfast bar included. Call
soon for reservations.  More info on activi-
ties there to follow in later issues.
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WHO WE ARE!
THE BLUE KNIGHT

Jack Bramkamp
My introduction to motorcycling began in Queens, NY during the
early 70’s.  I would ride to the local high school with a buddy to play
handball.  He was on a 650 Yamaha, I was on a Schwinn.  I was very
envious on those short rides.  Once col-
lege came around, I found myself com-
muting to and from my Manhattan
campus on public transit; a very time
consuming combination of buses and
subways.  I went to work on my con-
servative parents and convinced them
that a moped would be a much more
efficient means of transport on my
roughly 25 mile commute.  Once I got
them to say okay to a moped I went to
work on convincing them that a real
motorcycle would be even better be-
cause parkways would cut my com-
mute time in half.  I was pretty amazed
when they gave me the green light.

With the help of my motorcycle
owning buddies we located a used four
cylinder Honda CB500.  Mixing it up
with the New York City taxi drivers
was an education unlike any other.  I
somehow managed to come out un-
scathed.  Summer riding was another
matter.  I vividly recall accelerating wildly on a decreasing radius
highway entrance to stay in touch with my buddies.  I’m sure you
know what happened.  It was the hottest day of the year, 107 degrees
in the shade I was not wearing typical BMW rider gear.  My protec-
tion that day was a t-shirt, shorts, moccasins, no socks and a full-face
helmet.  After straightening up once I realized I was not going to
make the turn I hit the curb and collapsed the front end. I slid across

a grass divider and then across another
entrance to the highway.  I’ll never for-
get that blue van as I slid in front of it no
more than ten feet away.  I ended up on
grass with my bike beside me.  My hel-
met was the only part of me that didn’t
have layers scraped off on the roadway.
It hurt, but what really hurt was when
we were loading the bike into the back
of a station wagon, a buddy stepped on
my little toe whose toenail had been torn
off.

This Honda is the bike appearing in
the accompanying picture. (note the
crease in the gas tank).  I really only
needed new triple clamps, but somehow
it was never the same.  It was eventually
replaced by a Honda CX500, which was
an early water cooled, shaft driven V-twin
that looked a little like a Moto Guzzi.  I
rode this until My new job moved me to
the Midwest.  Years of outdoor storage
contributed to a blown main engine gas-
ket and expensive repairs, so I gave the
bike to a friend before I left for the

flatlands of Kansas.  Life went on,  A wife and kids coupled with a
very time demanding job made owning a motorcycle impracticle.
Then we moved to the North Hills of Pittsburgh.  It seemed as if
every other person owned a motorcycle and the roads looked like
heaven after the streets of New York.  I was determined to get a bike
when I retired and the kids were out on their own.  A divorce and a

good life in-
s u r a n c e
policy re-
shuffled my
priorities and
I purchased
my first bike
in 26 years.

Halfway
through the
MSF course,
I went to the
n e a r e s t
Honda shop
to look for a
bike.  I was
amazed at
how much
they had
c h a n g e d .
There was
nothing even
close to what

I had ridden before.  I purchased a 1300 VTX.  It was a pig of a bike;
no power, no cornering and lots of weight.  After two years with this
bike I started looking around and found myself at Lee’s shop in
Wexford.  I took  a 2006 Bonnyville T-100 out for a ride and never
wanted to get off.  The Honda was kept for more sedate two-up riding.
Eventually I took a 2007 RT for a ride and once again my impulse
buying gene kicked in and I bought it.  Shortly thereafter I attended

JACK,
ON HIS

HONDA

CB500F
--

1977

JACK, ON HIS HONDA

CB500F--1977

JACK, ENJOY-
ING HIS OTHER

HOBBY...
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FOR SALE
Please note:  If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
2005 R1200RT: 28k miles.  $11,500.  All dealer serviced.  New front tire and front brakes. Heated seats & grips. BMW Cruise

Control.  BMW Alarm.  BMW Tankbag. Extra BWM Accessory outlet wired to battery.  Contact Trent Dennison:
trentden@juno.com

‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual
compound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF
trim, panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records.
Adult owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/obo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)

The Sidecar Rig Al Vangura Engineered: For sale at Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD.  A GREAT rig!  For pictures, see p. 10 of the
June newsletter.  Contact Bob’s BMW 866-861-5750 if interested.

2008 Royal Enfield Classic Iron-Barrel 500 Single, with many Upgrades, Goodies, and Extras.  4K miles (just about broken
in).  Old time easy to work on technology.  Asking $3500 OBO. meyer@zoominternet.net.

2004 BMW R1150RS, 10K miles, excellent condition.  6 spd., ABS, heated handgrips, BMW side cases & top case, BMW tank
bag.  Original manual with dealer service records, tool kit.  Throttle meister, engine guards, Aeroflow headlight cover, carbon
fiber yoke protector.  BMW Dealer performed 12K service and annual service before storing for winter.  Fluids changed:
brake, clutch, rear wheel drive, and motor oil.  Valves adjusted.  2 new Metzeler Z6 tires.  PA state inspection good to Nov
2011.  Ready to Roll!   $8000 https://picasaweb.google.com/LShockling/BMW2004R1150RSSept2010Shockling?feat=directlink

my first Four Winds meeting at MaGoos Tavern and signed up.  I no
longer have the Honda, but I did pick up a 2008 Triumph Street
Triple that took up the last sqare foot of space in my garage.

I have enjoyed riding with you all these past few years.  I’ve

enjoyed the comraderie, the knowledge gained and the money pissed
away.  However, I know you’re only letting me stay because Joyce is
with me!

JACK

WHO WE ARE-MARCH
Last Month, Ron “Reddy-K”
Latkovic accompanied his bio
with a picture of his favortite
ride, the “smooth Grey Ghost”-
-his R1150RT.  BUT, he didn’t
include himself in the pic, so
those of us who have never had
the pleasure of meeting Ron
would only know him if he was
astride the RT...  Anyway, at
Lady Di’s suggestion, I asked
him to send me one with him in
it, so here is our phamous
“Reddy-K,” astride an R1200R
at Lee’s European--a bit of nos-
talgia, I’ll bet, for the R850R he
used to have in his stable.



10

CORNERING LIKE A RACER
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THE WAY WE WERE

BACK WHEN
Scanned and sent in by Walt Halaja
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March “Way We Were” continued...
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THE WAY WE WERE

BACK WHEN -- APRIL 2001
Scanned and sent in by Walt Halaja
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To: All Motorcycle and Scooter Riders, and All City Mayors 

From: Aerostich 

Date: 03/21/11 

Subject: Cities supporting 2011 Motorcycle and Scooter Annual ‘Ride To Work 

Day’ 

Aerostich is proud to support the 20th annual Motorcycle and Scooter Ride to Work Day, to be held 

on Monday, June 20th. Over a million commuters participate and demonstrate the positive benefits of 

riding for transportation, which include: reduced traffic and parking congestion, decreased commute 

times, and lessened fuel consumption. 

Many City administrations support this popular event by proclamation, and some also do so by 

providing motorcycle and scooter parking at municipal ramps and metered spaces at no charge 

during this day. Your city can join with hundreds of others, including motorcycle and scooter groups, 

and other organizations already supporting Ride to Work Day. 

We encourage your participation in Ride to Work Day to help demonstrate the positive benefits of 

motorcycling. And if you really want to step-up and be a champion for the cause, the links below 

contain templates for sending a letter to the mayor of your city to request an official proclamation in 

support of Ride to Work Day. Let’s work together to make this the most successful Ride to Work Day 

to date! 

Reasons to encourage motorcycle and scooter commuting include: 

 Motorcycles and scooters share parking spaces, providing more parking for everyone else. 

 Motorcycles and scooters consume fewer resources than most other mobility options. 

 Motorcycles and scooters reduce traffic congestion and save travel time. 

Riders seek both government and employer support for these benefits. Proclamations of support, and 

providing motorcycle and scooter parking at no charge on Ride to Work Day, are great ways to 

encourage a beneficial (and enjoyable) form of transportation. 

Supporter Information: 

 Here is a template for a letter to city Mayors, requesting an official proclamation of 

RIDE TO WORK DAY
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support for Ride to Work Day. www.ridetowork.org/files/mayors/2011_mayor_letter.doc 

 Here is a template for a support proclamation that any city can use to support riding. 

www.ridetowork.org/files/mayors/2011_PROCLAMATION_template.doc. 

 Here is a list of all 2006 - 2009 supporting cities, and .pdf files of each city’s 

proclamation. 

 If your city officially supports Ride to Work Day by proclamation, contact local media, 

and also send us a copy of the Proclamation so we can post it on our website. 

propaganda@ridetowork.org. 

 

Contact Ride to Work Day, a 501 c4 nonprofit organization, at: 
POB 1072, Proctor, Minnesota, 55810 USA 

http://www.ridetowork.org 

218 722 9806 

Christine Holt cholt@ridetowork.org 

Andy Goldfine agoldfine@ridetowork.org 
Mission Statement: 
Advocating and supporting the use of motorcycles and scooters for transportation, and providing 

information about everyday riding to the public. 
Some Affiliated Countries: 
Canada, Germany, Philippines, England, France, Israel, Turkey, Ecuador, and many others. 
Newsletter: 
Sample issues of 'The Daily Rider' newsletter are available for download at: 

http://www.ridetowork.org/daily-rider 
History: 
A brief history of Ride to Work Day is available for viewing at: 

http://www.ridetowork.org/ride-to-work-day-history 
Fact Sheet: 
A transportation motorcycling fact sheet is available at: 

http://www.ridetowork.org/transportation-fact-sheet 
Photos and Artwork: 
Motorcycle and scooter commuting photos, ads, posters, banners, photos, illustrations and other 

artwork is available at: http://www.ridetowork.org/signs-posters-cards-propaganda-art 
 

 

CALLING ALL CLUB MEMBERS!
by Nancy Barrett, 2011 Rally Co-Chair

Spring is in the air (no, really!) and thoughts turn to nicer weather,
increased time on the bike and The 45th Annual Four Winds BMW
Riders Rally. I know that many of you have helped in the past, and
I’m sure we will have helpers this year as well. I also think that some
of you just attend the rally year after year without the slightest idea
of what it takes to pull off the one of the oldest BMW rallies in the
country. This SHOULD be the year that you step up and volunteer. A
lot of the groundwork has been laid and I will be doing most of the
preplanning, along with the Board of Directors. What we need are

rally Committee Chairs, people to oversee and handle the schedul-
ing of things such as security, t-shirt sales, clean & tidy, morning
coffee & donuts, and entertainment, to name a few.  I already have
some hearty souls stepping up to take on tech sessions, field events,
door prizes and registration.

New this year, we are offering to waive the camping fees for
anyone who volunteers as a Committee Chair. Yes, that’s right. Chair-
persons will get a reduction in their rally admission cost.

So, is this YOUR year to become an active member of the rally
team? Need more information? Contact me via email or phone and
I’ll be happy to answer your questions.
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The April 16, 2011 4 Winds Club meeting will be held from 12:00 PM to
3:00 PM at The Spaghetti Warehouse, 2601 Smallman St. in the Pgh. Strip
District, phone:412-261-6511.  Lunch will be from the menu.  Parking is
off 26th Street at the back of the Warehouse.  The Spaghetti Warehouse
URL is:  http://www2.meatballs.com/
From the West: Take the parkway (I-376) into Pittsburgh through the Fort

Pitt Tunnels.  Take the ramp towards Blvd of the Allies/Liberty Ave/
Mellon Arena.  Keep straight on Liberty Avenue.  Go approximately
1.5 miles.  Turn left onto 26th Street.  Go approximately 0.1 miles.
Arrive at 2601 Smallman Street.  The Spaghetti Whse Parking lot is
off 26th Street just past the restaurant on the right.

From the North: Take Rte 8 South through Etna and take the Rte8/RD
Fleming bridge straight across the Allegheny at Etna.  At the ‘T’ at the
end of the bridge, turn right onto Butler Street.  Continue straight onto
Penn Avenue from Butler Street.  At 26th Street turn right and go 2
blocks to Smallman Street.  The Spaghetti Warehouse is on the corner
of 26th and Smallman on your right across Smallman.  The Parking lot
is off 26th Street just past the restaurant on the right.

The Spaghetti Warehouse Parking Lot GPS Latitude/Longitude Coordi-
nates are: N40.45574 W79.97936.

HOW DO I JOIN

FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?

To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself.  Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.

Membership dues are $15 per year for pri-
mary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.


