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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

President’s Letter 10/12
Well, another September meeting at Leo’s
is over and we have a slate of officers for
next year. Actually we have five possible
candidates for the At-Large position but
three of them didn’t have the option to
decline since they weren’t at the meeting
(that will teach you to miss meetings!). So,
I will get in touch with them and if they
don’t decline, we will send out ballots. If
they do decline, we will still have a full
slate for next year.
Current slate:
Pres- Sean Barrett
VP- Diane Pears
Treasurer – John Humphreys
Recording Sec- Bethany Furey
Corresponding sec. Joyce Elks
At-LargeJeff Harlich
Tim Pears
Kris McLain-has not accepted yet
Fred Maskrey-has not accepted yet
Ralph Meyer-has not accepted yet

UPCOMING
GOODIE...
VINCENZO’S DYNAMITE DINNER
RIDE... SEE P. 7

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2012
President – Sean Barrett
724-941-1543
nancyandsean@comcast.net
Vice President – Diane Pears
724-656-1239
timndiane@comcast.net
Treasurer – Thomas Furey
724-882-9300
thomasfurey@gmail.com
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Director – Jeff Harlich
jharlich@comcast.net
Director – Kevin Hart

OCTOBER MEETING INFO
The next meeting of the Four Winds
BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
Oct.20, 2012 at the Sharp Edge Beer
Creekhouse (west), 288 West
Steuben Street, Pittsburgh, PA
15205; Phone: (412) 922-8118 from
12–3PM. Meal will be from the
menu. Their URL is http://
site.sharpedgebeer.com/creekhouse.
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PUBLICATION INFO
The Four Winds BMW Riders
Newsletter is published for
members’ use. Articles’ and pictures’ copyrights are held by
their authors. Author’s permission should be obtained before
any form of republication.
Editor: Ralph Meyer
Deadline: Articles submitted must
be received by the editor no
later than 6:00 PM on the
Tuesday after the club meeting of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g.,
Oct. Meeting: Oct 20; Nov. issue deadline: Tues., Oct.
23rd). Articles/Info rec’d after
deadline go in next month’s
newsletter.
Submission information:
E-mail submissions: Send as attachments with “4 Winds Newsletter Article” in the e-mail
‘Subject’ line to:
<meyer@zoominternet.net>
Articles on Disk Media mail to:
Ralph Meyer, Editor
4 Winds Newsletter
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720
Submission formats:
Articles: Send as plain text with
headings and hdg depth defined,
or in Word Processor (e.g., MS
Word) format. Save trees: avoid
paper if you can.
Pictures and graphics: Submit in
JPEG or TIFF format with
clearly marked locations in the
article.
Long articles may be split between
issues.
National Club Affiliations: Four
Winds BMW Riders is chartered club #6 of the BMWMOA
and chartered club #76 of the
BMWRA
Newsletters in color PDF format
are at the Four Winds Site,
www.4windsbmw.org . Download a free Adobe PDF reader
by clicking the ‘Get Adobe
Reader ’
button
at
www.adobe.com and following
the directions thereafter provided.

MEETING SCHEDULE
2012

ONGOING EVENTS
Breakfast Rides, et al.:

Mark the dates on your calendars, but remember...
All meeting sites are tentative.
Please check the web site and
newsletter for changes and
updates.
October 20, 2012 — Sharp Edge
Beer Creekhouse
November 17, 2012 — Cornerstone Restaurant, Aspinwall
December, 2012 — No Monthly
Meeting
January 2013 — Annual 4 Winds
Banquet

These rides are free-form. Those
attending decide what they
want to do and where, if anywhere, they want to ride. If you
just want to show up in the car
and have breakfast with fellow
motorcyclists, that’s fine too.

COME! EAT! CHAT! RIDE!
Ride Schedule — Month:

2012 SHACKS
Keep an eye out on the web site all
you lady and gentleman wrenchers
and attendees out there, for any
Shack locations and dates to help
keep us smiling, and keep ‘em rolling!

The other major activity is our looking
into developing a new website. For a
while now we have been wanting to
expand our website to make it much more
useful for our members and prospective
members. Among the many things we are
interested in are: increase security
(decreased Spam), members being able to
upload photos, pay dues and be much
easier for everyone to use. Unfortunately,
we are discovering that our current system
is inadequate to accomplish what we want
to do. Our best option is to get rid of what
we have and start over. We have been
discussing this with various web designers
and although it is expensive to develop a
new website, we feel that it will be worth
it in the long run. Come to the next
meeting and give us your thoughts. Along
that same line, welcome Joanne Barr who
has agreed to join Trick as a coadministrator of the web.
That’s enough for this month; see ya at
the next meeting.

RIDE HARD, RIDE SAFE,
SEAN
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Sun, Oct 7 — North at Eat ‘n Park,
I-79 & Rt 910/Brandt School
Rd., 10:00 AM
Sat, Oct 13 — West at Bob Evans,
Rt 60 & Campbell’s Run Rd,
9:00 AM
Sun, Oct 16 — South at King's,
3049 Washington Pike, off Exit
54, I-79, Bridgeville, 10:00
AM
Sat, Oct 22 — East at Dick’s, Rt
22
Westbound
Side,
Monroeville, 9:00 AM
If you’re going to a breakfast
ride, you might want to notify others: It’s not necessary,
but it’d be nice to let others
know you’re going to a particular Breakfast Ride by putting
a notice on the 4-Winds Site
Message Board’s Breakfast
Ride section saying so. That’ll
help save a rider from discovering too late that no one else
is going that day. The Breakfast Ride’s URL is: http://
www.4windsbmw.org/forum/
viewforum.php?f=9 . Be sure
to erase your post after the ride
if you can so the board doesn’t
get cluttered.

FOUR WINDS BMW RIDERS
SEPTEMBER 15, 2012
MEETING MINUTES
Location:

Leo Stanton’s House, Finleyville, PA

Board Attendance:

Sean Barrett, Kevin Hart, Tim & Diane Pears, Jeff Harlich, Joyce Elk

The meeting was called to order by President Sean Barrett at 2:15 pm with 27 people present.
Website: Web designers are being contacted for estimates and given a list of what we want. Other club’s sites
are being investigated for ideas. Patrick is working with Mitch to fix spam and keep the current site functioning.
Joann Barr will become Assistant Webmaster. Ideas and web designer suggestions welcome from all members.
Brochure: Tom Furey and Kris McLain are making progress on the design and printing.
Rally & Finances: Was a success. Attendance was up this year, expenses were cut, and we made a bit of
profit. Overall finances are about $2,000 over where we were at this time last year. A BIG THANKS to
everyone who made it happen!!
Officers Nominations for Next Year: Nominations were opened to the floor by Sean Barrett for all of the
Board positions. After contacting many members and publicly asking for replacements the last couple of
months, these were the people who agreed to take the following positions:
President

Sean Barrett

Vice President

Diane Pears

Treasurer

John Humphries

Recording Sec.

Bethany Furey

Corresponding Sec.

Joyce Elk

st

1 Director at Large

Jeff Harlich

There were four nominations for the 2nd Director at Large position:
Kris McLain

nominated by Patrick Barrett

Fred Maskrey

nominated by Patrick Barrett

Ralph Meyer

nominated by Diane Pears

Tim Pears

nominated by Diane Pears

They will be contacted to see if they accept the nomination. If more than one accept, an election will take
place.
Visitors: Linda Rodman’s boyfriend, Mark, and son, Christian. Jack Bramkamp’s brother Walt.
50/50: Won by Linda Rodman
October 20th Meeting: Sharp Edge Beer Creekhouse (west)
288 West Steuben Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 Phone: (412) 922-8118
Crafton Exit off I-79; and 12 minutes from West End Bridge.
http://site.sharpedgebeer.com/creekhouse

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,
TIM PEARS, RECORDING SECRETARY
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DIANE PEARS’ SEPTEMBER MEETING PICTURES
Many Thanks, Diane!
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MORE GREAT RALLY PICTURES!
Many Thanks to our photographer, Joann Barr!
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MORE GREAT RALLY PICTURES!
Many Thanks to our photographer, Walt Halaja!
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THE SEPTEMBER NORTH B-RIDE
Well, the North Breakfast Ride, which is usually bustling and full of riders, at least to enjoy Eat ‘n Park’s fine cuisine and usual 4 Winds
camaraderie proved a bit slim this September. Whether it was the rain, the cold, the rally(s) up there in Noo Yawk (or wherever it or they
was/were), only two of the faithful showed up. But from the looks of things they had a fine time. Yeah, I know, the only one you can see in
the picture is our fine Blue Knight, Jack Bramkamp... but if you have your superman x-ray eyes on, you should be able to make out Ron
“ReddyK” Latkovic behind the camera snapping this shot. But if you’ve been done in by some stray Kryptonite and the X-rays aren’t
working, you can still determine who both of the two are by noticing that fine F800ST of Ron’s beside the Phamous Phast and PhuriousVespa
of Jack’s.

ITALIAN DINNER RIDE WITH VINCENZO
I am organizing a dinner (Italian Food) and ride to Foxburg for the annual Foxburg fall festival on Sunday, October 7th. Yes I know there
is a Steeler game that day but I would rather ride than sit in the house and watch TV. If you are of like mind, meet at La Casa Narcisi
Winery (La Vite restaurant) at 4578 Gibsonia Road, Gibsonia, PA 15044. I know too there’s a North Breakfast Ride that morning, but if
you eat light, you can enjoy a nice Italian lunch at the Casa Narcisi--do a double good that Sunday!
The telephone number is (724) 444-4744. We will meet at the restaurant at 12:00 noon and after eating some good Italian food ride on
back roads to Foxburg to attend the festival. We did this ride when I was president two years ago. If the weather is bad you still may
attend by car and eat dinner. Everybody can make his or her own decision about riding in the inclement weather. It is not necessary to
make reservations. You can just attend. The restaurant knows we are attending and has some space reserved. Please e-mail me if you are
going to attend so I have a rough idea of how many are coming. My e-mail is motoski50@gmail.com . The Menu can be found at
www.narcisiwinery.com/about/Menu.html.

VINCENZO
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GREAT MC ARTICLE
MOTORCYCLISTS VS ‘BIKERS’
FROM THE PTERODACTYL BMW RIDERS CLUB
NEWSLETTER
Sent in by Diane Pears

BMW MOTORCYCLE CLUB MARKS 35TH
By BEN KASHDAN
bkashdan@timesnews.net
Most people think the average motorcycle club members go around
on their loud cruisers, showing off their colors and their black leather.
Well, this isn’t your average motorcycle club.
The Pterodactyl BMW Motorcycle Club No. 63 is celebrating its
35th anniversary this year as an official local club of the BMW Motorcycle Owners of America. The club consists of mostly working or
retired men who spend many weeks each year piling miles on their
bikes. In fact, Dave Swisher, a Pterodactyl member, was the first
motorcyclist to log more than 1 million miles on his BMW bikes. To
this day, he has logged more than 1.5 million miles. Recently, a contingent from the chapter took a trip to Colorado for a motorcycle
rally, driving almost 3,000 miles in about a week, all on back roads,
not interstates.
David Robertson, chapter president, says their goal is to better
the reputations of motorcycle clubs in the eyes of the masses. “Our
main goal is to promote a good motorcycle image to the public,” says
Robertson. “Our [other] goals are to promote safe riding, fun, socializing, and a readiness to welcome and assist other riders with whatever they may need.”
When you see these guys, you know they aren’t your standard
Harley riders; though, some do own a Harley-Davidson as well. All
the bikes you find at their meetings are quiet, comfortable and sub-

dued. They don’t put money or effort into catching attention or disturbing people’s days with their motorcycles. That is something this
group disdains —the image they get from riding motorcycles.
And don’t you ever call them “bikers.” “Bikers are people
who own a motorcycle to be seen riding a motorcycle,” said one
member over dinner. “Motorcyclists are people who own a bike
to get places and see things.” These guys never put on loud exhaust pipes, nor do they make a point to disrupt otherwise peaceful settings. Rather, they would prefer to be known for seeing
natural beauty without disturbing it and enjoying the journey
to destinations instead of purely showing off their expensive
machines.
For example, the oldest member of the group is 82 years old, but
still camps in tents when he travels on his motorcycle. “We stay
young by being active and getting outside,” another member says.
“We don’t act our age.”
Unlike many motorcycle clubs, the Pterodactyls don’t hold their
own rallies, but help other regional chapters host larger events. For
example, the group helped out with the 2009 BMW MOA International Rally held at the Appalachian Fairgrounds in Gray, which had
more than 9,000 attendees and funneled more than $6 million into
the Tri-Cities area, said Robertson. They also helped with the Hospitality Tent at the 2007 National BMW Riders Association rally
held at the Biltmore Estate in Asheville.
And don’t think everyone has a shiny new bike, either. Those
can be incredibly expensive, running up to $23,000 or more. One
visiting BMW owner has a 1976 model motorcycle with an air-cooled
engine. He described himself as an “air-head.” Despite the bike’s
age, it still goes strong, taking him all throughout the country.
It is clear: this isn’t your average motorcycle club. It’s a different group that values adventure over bikes. The only thing they have

On the Net...

Have you found a neat location on the Internet? Send the URL in with a brief description of what
it’s about to the editor and we’ll post it here for the benefit of your fellow riders...
Note: copy or type the underlined link into your browser’s URL textbox and hit ‘Go’ or ‘Enter’ to go there.
Our Four Winds Site, what else??? http://www.4windsbmw.org . And always remember never to forget, you can get this and
past color copies of the Newsletter in PDF format there! Check it out if you haven’t already done so.
From Ron Latkovic: The Norton he wants: http://www.youtube.com/embed/iKqpvriKZuA
For Popcorn Lovers From Al Vangura: The Popinator: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1cz8IasV4w

FOR SALE
Please note: If you sell your item, please notify the newsletter editor so it can be removed from this list.
‘06 K1200S, 10.2k, silver/gray, all factory options. Newly installed Akrapovic Ti/Ti/CF full exh, Evoluzione race intake, dual compound rear tire with Dynojet runs on each change totaling +12rwhp.Dealer installed clear strobe turn/brake lights, CF trim,
panniers w/ liners and tank bag, center stand, June 2012 extended unlimited mi warranty. Dealer maintained w/records. Adult
owned, never down,immaculate condition. $13,900/obo, Peter: 724-516-1260(PA)
1988 K75S rolling chassis. 5300 miles. Previous owner CUT the wiring harness to get a computer (fuel, I think). He has a new
computer & harness. Baby literally needs new shoes, so he wants it out of his way. $750. Yes, seven hundred fifty USD. 724-8636424 ask for Shawn.
Red 1982 R100RS 62K miles. New tires & battery. $3500. Ask for Shawn at 724-863-6424.
Motorcycle Lift: Heavy duty, hydraulically operated. Asking $375. For information, contact Ron Kranz at 724-935-1875 or e-mail
ronmcb@yahoo.com. For a picture, see p. 8 of the September newsletter.
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in common is the brand of bike they ride. Yet, that seems to bring
them together with a tight bond and helps members, as they say, stay
young. The Pterodactyls meet every third Saturday at 8 a.m. at the
Sitting Bull Restaurant in Gray. For more information, call Dave
Robertson at (423) 863-1679.
Ed. The club is based in Kingsport TN – Thanks to Bill Botkin
for finding this!

Cleaning your house while your kids are still growing up is like
shoveling the walk before it stops snowing!
The real reason your golf pro tells you to keep your head down is so
you can’t see him laughing at you!
Tranquilizers work only if you follow the advice on the bottle: keep
away from children!

HERE’S SOMETHING FOR ALL YOU MOTOR BIKE
LOVERS.
MOTORCYCLE WITH ONE WHEEL
Sent in by AlVangura
This is too cool. Living in the city it would be the perfect mode of
transportation.
This is a must watch video. A motorcycle with one wheel:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1YoCfm7nxU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1YoCfm7nxU&feature=related
Check this bike out..
Tip for the day: “Goin’ faster when you’re lost ain’t gonna help a
bit.”

AL

IT’S TO LAUGH
REMEMBERING PHYLLIS DILLER
Sent in by Al Vangura
Some hilarious one-liners from the late Phyllis Diller to lighten
your day!:
I realized on our first anniversary that my marriage was in trouble.
My husband gave me luggage. It was packed!
I once wore a peekaboo blouse. People would peek and then boo!
I never made Who’s Who, but I did make What’s That?!
I spent two hours today at the beauty salon — and that was just for
the estimate!
Never go to bed mad. Stay up and fight!
A bachelor is a guy who never made the same mistake once!
Burt Reynolds once asked me out. I was in his room!
I want my children to have all the things I couldn’t afford. Then I
want to move in with them!
My mother-in-law had a pain beneath her left breast. Turned out to
be a trick knee!
Housework can’t kill you, but why take a chance?
Old age is when the liver spots show through your gloves!
You know you’re old when your blood type is “Discontinued!”
You know you’re old when your walker has an airbag!
The best contraceptive for old people is nudity!

BMWMOA (INTER)NATIONAL RALLIES
Diane Pears
Frequently, at a National (or other) Rally, I will hear comments similar to “Were you at Oshkosh? What year was that?” Here is a quick
reference to the locations of all the BMWMOA National Rallies:
1. 1973 Morgan Hill CA
2. 1974 Tablerock SC
3. 1975 Branson MO
4. 1976 Oshkosh WI [I]
5. 1977 Colorado Springs CO
6. 1978 Rutland VT
7. 1979 Brainard MN
8. 1980 Prineville OR
9. 1981 Hurricane Mills TN
10. 1982 Shreve OH
11. 1983 Lake Placid NY
12. 1984 Missoula MT [I]
13. 1985 Lake Wales FL
14. 1986 Laguna Seca CA
15. 1987 Escanaba MI
16. 1988 Madison IN
17. 1989 York PA
18. 1990 Rapid City SD
19. 1991 Flagstaff AZ
20. 1992 DuQuoin IL
21. 1993 Oshkosh WI [II]
22. 1994 Moodus CT
23. 1995 Durango CO
24. 1996 Morganton NC
25. 1997 Fredricksburg TX
26. 1998 Missoula MT [II]
27. 1999 Rhinebeck NY
28. 2000 Midland MI
29. 2001 Redmond OR [I]
30. 2002 Trenton ON
31. 2003 Charleston WV
32. 2004 Spokane WA
33. 2005 Lima OH
34. 2006 Essex Junction VT
35. 2007 West Bend WI
36. 2008 Gillette WY
37. 2009 Johnson City TN
38. 2010 Redmond OR [II]
39. 2011 Bloomsburg PA
40. 2012 Sedalia MO
And there you have it.
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THANK YOU RALLY VENDORS!

ZTechnik, Inc www.ztechnik.com

by Joann Barr
Again this year, for our 46th Rally (the longest continually running
BMW motorcycle rally in the USA), many fine vendors came through
with some great items and support for door and other prizes for attendees. We’d like to thank these folks profusely and remind all our
members that they can get needed and quality products for their riding
pleasure, safety, and enjoyment from any of these folks!
Twisted Throttle www.twistedthrottle.com
Held USA www.HeldUSA.com
STOP & GO www.stopngo.com
Suburban Machinery www.suburban-machinery.com
GSMmoto Rent www.GSMmotoRent.com
National Cycle, Inc. www.nationalcycle.com

MotoGear Outlet www.motogearoutlet.com
BMW Motorcycle Magazine www.bmwmcmag.com
BMW Riders Association www.bmwRA.org
BMW MOA www.BMWMOA.org
Helmet Sunblocker www.helmetsunblocker.com
Dimple Super Drain Plug www.drainplugmafnets.com
Real Rider www.real-rider.com
Spiegler Performance Parts www.spieglerusa.com
Bob’s BMW www.bobsbmw.com
Road Runner Magazine www.roadrunner.travel

THE WAY WE WERE
BACK WHEN
Prepared by Walt Halaja
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The way we were... Continued
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The way we were... Continued
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CAMPERS, TAKE NOTE!
Are you planning on a long ride with much
camping and attendant difficulties with
finding some place, say a laundromat,
where you can get those olfactorally ‘interesting’ duds cleaned for the next leg of
the journey? If so, pay attention, kiddies.
Here’s how one Gold Wing rider solved
the laundry problem: bring the washer
with you! Then all you need is a 110 volt
plug in and some place to hook up your
incoming water hose. And the resultant
‘gray water’ following a good swishing
of the duds? Trees are known to lick their
lips (oops, we mean roots) at the thought
of some of that nice potassium laced sudsy
stuff being offered them. Think about it.
Is this the new way to travel in a cleanly
and godly manner? Like they say, cleanliness is next to godliness--depending, of
course, on whichever of the many and
various gods you happen to like. Chuckle,
chuckle.

Picture sent in by Al Vangura, one
of our favorite moto-goody finders!

MAP TO THE MEETING
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Four Winds BMW Riders
c/o Ralph Meyer, Editor
6056 Meadow Lane
Bakerstown, PA 15007-9720

HOW DO I JOIN
FOUR WINDS BMW
RIDERS?
To join, come to a meeting and introduce
yourself. Meetings are listed here in the
Newsletter and in the schedule of events
on the Web Site, www.4windsbmw.org.
Membership dues are $15 per year for primary membership, and $7.50 per year for
associate members residing in the same
household as a primary member.
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DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:
The next meeting of the Four Winds BMW Riders will be held on Sat.,
Oct.20, 2012 from 12–3 PM** at the Sharp Edge Beer Creekhouse (West),
288 West Steuben Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205; Phone: (412) 922-8118.
the meal will be from the menu. The restaurant’s URL is http://
site.sharpedgebeer.com/creekhouse.
From the North: Take I-79 South and take Exit 60 onto SRte 60 East
(Steubenville Pike). Continue about 2 miles from the I-79 exit onto
SRte 60, crossing Chartiers Creek and staying on SRte 60 where Ingram
Ave Ys to the left. Immediately after the Ingram Avenue Y, the Sharp
Edge Beer Creekhouse will be on your right.
From the South: Take I-79 North and take Exit 60 onto SRte 60 East
(Steubenville Pike). Continue about 2 miles from the I-79 exit onto
SRte 60, crossing Chartiers Creek and staying on SRte 60 where Ingram
Ave Ys to the left. Immediately after the Ingram Avenue Y, the Sharp
Edge Beer Creekhouse will be on your right.
**The Board will meet at 11:00AM
GPS Latitude/Longitude: N40.44033 W80.07986
See map on previous page.

